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ABSTRACT 
From the very early period children have been ill-treated by the 
society. The children have been made to suffer mental, physical, and 
sexual exploitation, for instance, willful killing of female infants, 
abandonment, slavery, and sexual exploitation. Till the first half of the 
19"^  century no law was enforced in India for the liability, treatment or 
welfare of children. It was only in 1850 that the Apprentices Act No. XIX 
of 1850 was passed by the British Indian Government for better enabling 
of children, and especially the orphans and the poor children to be 
brought up by public charity, to train them in trades, crafts and 
employments, by which, when they would be come to fiill age, they 
might be gain a livelihood. Under the provisions of this Act, any child 
above the age of ten, and under the age of eighteen yeeirs might be found 
apprentice by his or her father or guardian to learn any suitable trade, 
craft or employment for such term as was set forth in the contract of 
apprenticeship, not above seven years, so that it was not to be prolonged 
beyond the time when such child was to be of the fijll age of twenty-one 
years, or in the case of a female, beyond the time of her marriage (Section 
1). This Act empowered the Magistrates to act with all the powers of a 
guardian, on behalf of any orphan, or poor child abandoned by its parents, 
or of any child convicted before him, or any other Magistrate of 
vagrancy, or the commission of any petty offence (Section 3). An orphan 
or poor child, brought up by any public charity, might be bound 
apprentice by the governors, directors or managers thereof, as his or her 
guardians for this purpose (Section 4). Any such boy might be bound as 
an apprentice in the sea service to any of Her Majesty's subjects, being 
tile owner of any registered sliip belonged to and trading from any port in 
tlie territories under tlie Government of India which had been declared to 
be a registering port. The boy was to learn the craft and duty of a seaman 
on ship (Section 5). Every contract of apprenticeship was to be in writing, 
according to the following form: 
This agreement, made the day of in the year between A.B., of, and 
CD., of witness that the said A.B. both this day bind E.F., a boy (or girl) 
of the age of years completed, son (or daughter) of the said A.B. (or 
otherwise describing the relation in which A.B. and E.F. stand), to dwell 
with and serve the said CD., as an apprentice, from this day forth for 
years (in the case of a girl add, or until the time of her marriage, which 
shall first happen), during all which term the said apprentice shall duly 
and faithflilly serve the said CD., according to his (or her) skill and 
ability in all lawful business, and demean and behave himself (or herself) 
honestly, orderly, in all things, towards the said CD. and his (or her) 
family. And the said CD. for himself (or herself) and his (or her) 
executors and administrators, in consideration (of the premium or sum of, 
paid by said A.B. to the said CD., the receipt whereof the said CD. 
hereby acknowledges, and] of the faithftil service of the said E.F., both 
covenant and agree with the said A.B., his (or her) executors and 
administrators, the he (or she) will teach or cause to be taught to the said 
E.F., in the best way and manner that he (or she) can, the trade (craft or 
employment) of a 
during the said term, and will also, during the said term, fmd and 
allow unto the said apprentice good, wholesome and sufficient food, 
clothes, lodging, washing and all other things necessary, fit and 
reasonable for an apprentice (and further, here insert any special 
covenants). In witness whereof the particles have hereunto set their 
hands and seals the day and year above written. 
A.B. (L.S.) 
CD. (L.S.) 
In the form, the age of the apprentice, the term for which he was 
bound, and what he was to be taught, all things were to be mentioned 
(Section 8). Every contract was to be signed by the person to whom the 
apprentice was bound, and by the person by whom he was bound, and by 
the apprentice, when he was of the age of fourteen years or more at the 
time of binding. But when the apprentice was bound by the governors, 
directors or managers of a public charity, the signature of two of them, or 
of their secretary or officer was to be sufficient on behalf of the persons 
binding the apprentice (Section 9). Every contract was to be deposited in 
the office of the Chief Magistrate of the place or district where it had 
been executed. The person in whose office any such contract was 
deposited was to be given to each of the parties, a copy certified under his 
hand, which certified copies was to be received as evidence of the 
contract, without formal proof of the handwriting Of the Magistrate or 
registering officer (Section 10). The form of order of y\.ssignment was as 
follow: 
Be it known to all men that on the day of in the year personally 
appeared before G.H., Magistrate of , CD., of with E.F., 
his (or her) apprenticeship whereby the said E.F. was bound to the said 
CD. might be assigned and made over to the said J.K., and the said G.H., 
having satisfied himself, by personal examination of the said E.F. and by 
other lawful ways and means, that such assignment is for the benefit of 
the said E.F., and is made with the consent of (the said E.F., and of) all 
persons v^hose consent thereunto by law is required, doth allow such 
assignment; and the contract of apprenticeship whereby the said E.F. was 
on the day of in the year bound to the said CD. as an apprentice to learn 
the trade (craft or employment) of a shall henceforth endure, unto the end 
of the said term, as if the said J.K. had been originally party to the said 
deed, and had executed the same, in the place and stead of the said CD., 
and shall be bound, for himself (or herself), his (or her) executors or 
administrators, to fulfill the covenants by the said CD. to be performed, 
and the said E.F. shall henceforth be bound into the said J.K., in like 
manner as he (or she) was by the said agreement bound unto the said CD. 
CD. E.F. J.K. 
In witness whereof the said CD., E.F. and J.K. have hereunto set their 
hands before me the day and year above written. The terms of service 
might be changed at any time during the apprenticeship, or the contract 
might be determined, with the consent of the apprentice if he was above 
the age of fourteen years (Section 11). The master of any apprentice 
bound under this Act might, with the consent of the person by whom he 
was bound, and with the consent of the apprentice if he was above the age 
of four1;een years, be assigned such apprentice to any other person, who 
wanted to take him for the residue of his apprenticeship (Section 12). 
Upon complaint made to any Magistrate in the said territories, by or any 
apprentice bound under this Act, of refusal or neglect to provide for him, 
or to teach him according to the contract of apprenticeship or of cruelty, 
or other ill treatment by his master, or by the agent under whom he would 
have been placed by his master, the Magistrate might be summoned the 
master or his agent, as the case might be, if he v/ould be within his 
jurisdiction, to appear before him at a reasonable time, to be stated in the 
summons, to answer the complaint (Section 13). Upon complaint made to 
any Magistrate, by or on behalf of the mater of any apprentice bound to 
him under this Act, of any ill - behaviour of such apprentice, or if such 
apprentice would have absconded, the Magistrate might be issued his 
warrant to apprehend such apprentice and could punish the offender to 
keep the offender, if a boy, in confinement in any debtor's prison or other 
suitable place. And the magistrate could give a punishment of privately 
whipping to a boy of not more than fourteen years of age. If the offender 
was a girl or in the case of any boy, the Magistrate might be empowered 
the master of the apprentice or his agent to keep the offender in close 
confinement in his own, or on board the vessel to \\hich he belonged, 
upon bread and water, or such other plain food as might be given without 
injury to the health of the apprentice, for a period not exceeding one 
month (Section 15). Upon complaint of willfiil and repeated ill-behaviour 
on the part of the apprenfice, and on the demand of the master, the 
Magistrate might be cancelled the contract of apprenticeship, whether or 
not the charge was proved; but only with the consent of the apprentice 
and of his father or guardian; if the charge was not proved; and such 
canceling would be with or without refund of the whole or part of any 
premium that might have been paid to the master on binding such 
apprentice (Secfion 16). 
If the master of any apprentice would be died before the end of the 
apprenticeship, the contract of apprenticeship would be thereby decided 
(Secfion 19). Any apprentice bound under this Act, whose master would 
be died during the apprenticeship, was to be entitled to maintenance for 
three months from and after the death of his master, out of the assets left 
by him. Provided that during such three months such apprentice was to be 
continued to live with, and served as an apprentice, the executors or 
administrators of such master, or such person as they appointed (Secfion 
21). In this Act the words "master", "owner", "person", and the pronoun 
"he" was to be included several persons as well as one person, and 
females as well as males (Section 25). 
In 1860 the Indian Penal Code: Act XLV of 1860 came into force, 
which exempted that child from punishment who made an offence under 
seven years of age. This Act declared that nothing was an offence which 
was done by a child under seven years of age and nothing was an offence 
which was done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve, 
who had not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the 
nature and consequences of his conduct on that occasion (Section 82 & 
83). Under the provisions of this Act if any child under the age of ten 
years was kidnapped or abducted by a person with the intention of taking 
dishonestly any movable property, from the person of such child, was to 
be punished with imprisonment (Section 369). Therefore, after the 
enforcement of these two Acts the special legal provisions were provided 
for the care and protection of children. By these two Acts the legal status 
of an offensive child was decided. 
From the very early period Indian society has a very orthodox 
attitude towards women. Women are suffering in this male dominated 
society through several evil customs, such as Child Marriage, Dowry or 
Dhej; which is killing lot of young brides every year. Sexual Abusement; 
Rape and female Foeticide. In this country law has prohibited Child 
Marriage and it has decided that the minimum age of girl's marriage 
should be 18. But inspite of this the custom of child marriage is still 
prevailed in many places of India, for instance; in Rajasthan thousands of 
young girls get married on the festival of "akha teej''. Indian Penal Code 
1860, "Section 376" declared the age of 10 years as the 'age of consent' 
for sexual intercourse with married or unmarried girl children and 
intercourse with girls under 10 years of age was considered statutory 
rape, and was punishable under this Act. In 1881 those Hindu girls 
(including the Sikh and Jain) who got married in an infant age were found 
in great number in the territories directly administered by the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, the Punjab and the Central provinces: 
Girls... 
Single ... 
Married ... 
Widows ... 
Under ten years of age 
17,902,743 
1,588,656 
54,579 
Between ten and fifteen 
3,210,647 
3,746,477 
146,100 
In Calcutta the Indian Reform Association was instituted in 1870. 
Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen was the President of this Association. This 
Association wanted to make social and moral reformation of the natives 
of India. The Committee members raised the sensitive issue of 'the 
marriageable age of native girls' in its first meeting. The committee wrote 
in its first Report that: 
"The prevalence of the custom of premature marriage among the 
people of this country has always been a source of great anxiety to native 
reformers and patriots. It is impossible to deny that this injurious custom 
has, in the course of long ages, secretly but effectually paralysed the 
physical and moral constitution of the nation, and brought it into a woeful 
state of degeneracy .... It appeared to the committee that the question 
should be referred to eminent medical men, and, if possible, decided 
authoritatively according to the recognized principles of physiology." 
This committee had asked to the distinguished medical men of Calcutta 
and Bombay through a circular about the right age of girl's marriage. The 
Committee asked them, "after a careftil consideration of the facts that had 
come to their knowledge, and of the climatic and other influences which 
govern the physical development of woman in tropical countries, to state 
what they considered to be the age of puberty of native girls and their 
minimum marriageable age." Many Doctors gave their opinions on this 
question: Dr. S.G. Chuckerbutty, M.D., who was a reputed Doctor of 
Calcutta, gave his views that: 
"The usual sign of puberty in a girl is the commencement of 
menstruation, which occurs as a general rule in all countries between the 
ages of thirteen and fourteen, though in some cases it may come on 
earlier or later. The best standard for comparison will be the native 
Christian girls on the one hand and European girls on the other, for in 
respect of marriage they adopt the same rule. I am not aware that there is 
any practical difference between these two classes of girls as to the age of 
puberty. The Hindoo and Muhammadan girls, from the custom of early 
marriage, attain to forced puberty at an earlier age. This should, therefore, 
never influence our opinion as to what is the proper age of puberty under 
normal circumstances. But although menstruation may occur at 14, and 
fruitful marriages may take place at that age, the minimum age, according 
to English law for marriage, is 16 with the consent of parents and a girl is 
not ordinarily supposed to be capable of being independent till she is 21 
years old. There are various reasons for this practice, the principal object 
of which is to give a girl sufficient time for education, moral training, and 
ripe judgement. In the case of native Christian girls, the same practice is 
observed with benefit, and I fail to see why any other practice should be 
adopted in the case of other classes of native girls. It is a vicious motive 
that, as soon as a girl menstruates, she must be mamed. It is not done in 
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any civilized country, nor should it be done here. The practice of 
abstinence, which the deferment of marriage imposes on a girl, is more 
beneficial to mankind than its reverse, i.e., early marriage." 
Surgeon-Major Joseph Ewart, M.D., was in the Medical Service of 
Bengal. He was the writer of "Sanitary Condition and Discipline of 
Indian Jails", "Digest of the Vital Statistics of the European and Native 
Armies of India," &C. He also gave his opinion in short that - "I am of 
opinion that the minimum age at which Hindoo women should be 
encouraged to marry would be after and not before the sixteenth year. But 
the race would be improved still more by postponing the marriage of 
women till the eighteenth or nineteenth year of age." 
According to Atmaram Pandurung, Esq., who v/as a high medical 
authority in Bombay, wrote - "I believe the girls of this country arrive at 
puberty at the average age of from 13 to 15 years, and in this as in 
everything else, they differ but slightly from girls in other countries. In 
some cases puberty is known to come on as early as 10 years, and in 
others as late as 17 or 18 years. In some rare instances, Catamenia occur 
regularly every month from infancy. This difference amongst girls is 
partly caused by some peculiarity in their individual constitution, but in a 
large majority of cases chiefly or entirely by social influence - the 
influence on habits of thought and action which society has on its each 
individual member. You will then find, in all countries in the world, girls 
living in a city, and especially in very crowded parts of it, and in the 
lowest strata of society, arrive at puberty at a much earlier age than those 
living in the agricultural or rural districts, and in the upper strata in whom 
high moral feelings prevail. The custom of premature marriage thereby 
acting injuriously upon the morals of the people among whom it prevails, 
has an undoubted tendency to bring on early puberty, and this is strangely 
mistaken for 'climate influence.' Climate has no influence in the matter. 
The history of our own people in former years, when this pernicious 
custom had no existence, will bear me cut fully, so that I need not have to 
point to other classes or tribes in this country or other countries, savage 
and civilized, where the custom of early marriage does not exist, to 
support the ascertain that climate has no influence on the coming on of 
puberty. 
"As to your second question, what is to be considered as the 
minimum marriageable age of girls in this country? It is rather difficult to 
give a satisfactory reply. If the question had been simply, what is 
considered to be the proper age at which girls ought to marry? The proper 
answer would be, without any hesitation, 20 years, and there are sound 
and a national reasons. When girls marry at that age, all the ends and aims 
of marriage are gained with the best of results. There is then less amount 
of sterility, and also less number of deaths of mothers at their delivery, 
&C. But it is impossible for any medical gentleman to answer your 
question in the form in which you have put it. What one can say is, that 
puberty is not the best criterion of proper marriageable age, for it is not 
the period at which the development of the parts concerned in gestation 
and delivery is completed; nor is then the mind well adapted for the 
requirements of the mother in talking proper care of her delicate and 
tender offspring. It behaves all well-infonned and educated people in this 
country that they should, both individually and collectively, exert 
themselves most strenuously to do away with this most pernicious custom 
of premature marriage, by deferring the marriage of their sisters and 
daughters to as near the age of 20 years as they can, for they would 
thereby undoubtedly raise the moral, social and physical condition of the 
people at large. It is their bounden duty to do it, and they must do it." 
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Like this many distinguished medical men of Calcutta and Bombay 
gave their opinions on the question of committee members. During this 
period gradually the social reformers started to oppose the custom of 
infant marriage Ranade. In 1881 he raised his voice against this evil 
practice. He requested the people of Poona that their children should not 
have been got married in an early age. But conservative people showed a 
strong opposition to Ranade. Balwantrao Deva was one of them who said 
that "if any binding restraint was to be put on the age of girls or boys, it 
must be done so as to be compatible with our religious tenets, that is, first 
the Shnitis and Smritis. 
[dharma shastric texts] must be consulted, a regular discussion 
must take place, and then some steps might be taken in the direction 
proposed." Bal Gangadhar Tilak did not want any state interference in the 
social and religious customs of Hindu society. That time he was the editor 
of the Mahratta. He expressed his views in this newspaper against the 
state interference like this, "we would not like that Government should 
have anything to do with regulating our social customs or ways of 
living,'' he wrote, "even supposing that the act of Government will be a 
very beneficial and suitable measure." Behramji Merwanji Malabari was 
the journalist and publicist of Bombay. He submitted his two notes on 
"Infant marriage in India" and "Enforced Widowhood" to Lord Ripon's 
government. In these two works he pointed out about the bad impact of 
infant marriage and sufferings of those young brides whose aged 
husbands often died after some time of marriage. He gave some 
suggestions to the government to eradicate this evil practice indirectly. 
According to him married students should not be permitted for University 
examinations and secondly the rupees of dowry might be fixed for bride's 
use. The "Notes" of Malabari spread an enthusiasm among the, reformers 
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of British India to, raise their voice against this evil custom. As Tilak was 
against the state interference in the matter of Social and religious customs 
of Hindus and opposed strongly with this view that these foreigners could 
not be trusted to interfere in this sensitive matter of Hindu society. On 
this Tilak's opposition Ranade wrote: 
The jealousy of foreign interference in social matters is not 
altogether a bad sign, and if the interference was of foreign initiation, the 
force of this argument would be irresistible. In this case, however, the 
foreign Rulers have no interest to move of their own accord. If they 
consulted their selfish interests only, they would rather let us remain as 
we are, disorganized and demoralized, stunted and deformed, with the 
curse of folly and wickedness paralyzing all the activities and vital 
energies of our social body. 
The Hindu Association of Meerut in 1885 wrote to the Viceroy and 
Governor General of India about the evil consequences of early marriages 
in India. The members of this association pointed out that at an early age 
children were not matured enough to bear the responsibility of marriage. 
Due to this evil practice number of girls died every month during the 
labour pain. This Association were demanding the Government 
interference in order to check the infant marriages. During this period 
when the social reformers were trying to seek the prohibition of infant 
maiTiage through some legislation, meanwhile Phulmoni Das' death case 
occurred. She was ten years old, who died due to an intercourse with her 
35 year old husband, Hari Mohan Maity. He defended himself by the 
1860 law, which fixed the age of consent at ten. After this case of 
Phulmoni Das all the reformers were strongly demanding a immediate 
change in the legislation to raise the age of consent. But for conservative 
people to raise the age of consent meant to play with the Hindu religion 
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and customs. According to Tilak a change in legislation regarding the age 
of consent would be a direct attack of government to Hindu traditions and 
shastras. But reformers were not agreed with Tilak's orthodox opinion. 
Krishna]i Lakshman Nulkar from the Legislative Council Chamber stated 
that - "To the religious objection ... I would beg to observe that Hindu 
religious authorities on such matters are so varied and contradictory that 
it is often difficult to decide as to which of them ought to be accepted and 
followed in preference to others". After lot of arguments and 
controversies in March 1891 the age of consent was raised from 10 to 12 
years for married and unmarried girls through the amendation in the 
Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code; sexual intercourse 
with girls below the age of 12 was punishable with upto ten years in 
prison or transportation for life. 
In 1925 a bill was presented by a Government in which the age of 
consent was fixed at 13 in marital cases and 14. in extra marital cases, 
which was passed by 84 votes. In 1927 a bill was proposed by Rai Sahib 
Har Bilas Sarda in the Legislative Assembly to prescribe the minimum 
ages for the marriage of Hindu boys and girls to 18 and 14. He suggested 
that this Act might be called the Hindu Child Marriage Act. A committee 
was appointed for the consideration of the Sarda Bill, which gave the 
name to this Bill the Child Marriage Restraint Act in place of Hindu 
Child Marriage Act. Because should be applicable to all Indian 
Communities and not to just Hindus. Another one committee also 
submitted its report in the Assembly on Sarda Bill in 1929. The minimum 
age of consent recommended 15 by this committee. Ultimately this bill 
was passed, which included Muslims also. The Sarda Bill became the Act 
in 1929, which was called "The Child Marriage Restraint Act XIX of 
1929". This Act came into force in 1930. 
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Female Infanticide was another one evil custom which practiced in 
India during the 18* and 19* century. 
During the mid eighteenth century this heinous crime was firstly 
discovered by the officers of British Indian Government and they made 
efforts to eradicate this evil practice from Indian society. During this 
period the facility of gender selection of child was not available and 
therefore there were certain castes and tribes, such as Rajputs, Jats, Sikh, 
Gujjars, Ahirs etc. which practiced the Female Infanticide on the name of 
custom. The British administrators found that the root cause behind the 
prevalence of this heinous crime was the custom of Dowery. The parents 
of daughters were to spend huge amount of money in the marriage 
ceremonies of their daughters. So the parents considered their daughters 
as a liability due to this burden. Secondly the parents could not be 
supported by daughters in their old age. On the other hand the sons were 
the source of family income and they could support their parents in their 
old age. This chapter discuss the early preventive methods adopted by 
British administrators to check this crime. It traces the origins and 
implementations of the "Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870." It 
discusses how this Act gave a right to live to female child. It also reveals 
how this Act was difficult to apply in Indian society, and how the British 
Officials were not be able to achieve full success in their motive. 
Second chapter is related to the vaccination policy of British Indian 
Government. In this chapter I have discussed how the vaccination 
Establishment was running and maintained by the Government. Later the 
Vaccination Act 13 of 1880 was introduced, whereby the vaccination was 
made compulsory. 
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The Third Chapter of my thesis concentrates on those criminal 
children who belonged to the criminal races. Among these criminal races 
the crime was hereditary. During the British period many criminal races 
existed, who indulged in crimes of thieving, house-breaking, dacoity etc. 
from generation. 
British Official T.V. Step[hens of that time said: 
"... people from time immemorial have been pursuing the caste 
system defined job-positions: weaving, carpentry and such were 
hereditary jobs. So there must have been hereditary criminals also who 
pursued their forefathers' profession." 
The criminal races, for instance, Meenas, Buddhuks, Kunjurs, 
Nuths etc., trained their children in their criminal profession. The young 
children of thugs helped their group in the act of thuggee. The thugs 
firstly snatched all the money from the people and then they killed them. 
But they adopted their young children and trained them in their 
profession of thuggee. All the criminal races had their own language. The 
crime of castration or the depriving of the male from his masculine 
strength with or without the sufferer's consent was prevalent among this 
class. They kidnapped the children in their early age and then castrated. 
The British officials suggested to the government for the protection of 
those children, who belonged to the eunuch's class. All the criminal races 
were scattered all over India. In 1862, 142 dacoits of Punjab Province 
were in the list of government. Then the British officials adopted some 
restrictive measures in Punjab Province to check the criminal races. They 
set up agricultural colonies for the criminal races, in which lands were 
provided to them for agriculture. The schools were started for their 
children in these colonies. Later, the British Indian Government nofified 
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approximately 150 tribes as "criminal" in the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII 
of 1871. The Supreme Government had declared 150 races as being 
"addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable offences." This 
law gave enough powers to police officials, whereby they could arrest a 
member of these races and declared him a criminal which they did. This 
Act empowered the local government to send these criminal races into 
'settlements' for their reformation. The children were lived separately 
from their parents in these settlements. Schools were established in these 
settlements to educate the children of criminal races. Industrial training of 
weaving, carpentry, blacksmith etc. were giving to young children, so that 
they might not be followed the criminal professional of their ancestors. 
But in reality the members of these criminal races and their children in 
this way were providing cheap labour to the British Government. Later I 
have mentioned how the criminal races were suffering in these 
settlements. 
Chapter 4* of my thesis is based on the establishment of Juvenile 
Reformatory and its process. In this chapter I have mentioned how and 
when the concept of Juvenile Reformatory came into existence, both, in 
India as well as in England. 
Firstly, I have discussed about the various Acts which had been 
passed in England for better care and protection of children, such as 
Youthful offenders Act in 1854, Industrial Schools Act in 1857 etc. Many 
Philanthropic Society and Social Reformers were tr3/ing to awaken the 
people about the conditions of vagrant and destitute children. They were 
trying to reform the conditions of those children, who due to the 
negligency or extreme poverty of their parents became offenders. 
"Neglected Juvenile" means a juvenile who is found begging: or is found 
without having any home or settled place of abode and without any 
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ostensible means of subsistence and is destitute; has a parent or guardian 
who is not able to exercise control over the juvenile; or lives in a brothel 
or with a prostitute or frequently goes to any place used for the purpose of 
prostitution, or is found to associate with any prostitute or any other 
person who leads an immoral, drunken or depravel life, who is being or is 
likely to be abused or exploited for immoral or illegal purposes. In India 
the first step for the care, protection and reformation of the juvenile 
convicts was taken in 1843. In this year a Ragged School was started in 
Bombay for orphan children. This school was a private institution. The 
juvenile convicts were firstly separated by the British official in Bengal 
Presidency Jail. In this jail separate accommodation was provided to the 
juvenile delinquents. The juvenile convicts were bound to do labor work 
and to learn read and write daily. After the success of the scheme of 
separate juvenile ward, later this scheme was applied in each central jail 
of lower provinces. Earlier the idea of the local governments for the 
establishment of Juvenile Reformatories in India was not accepted by the 
Central Government. Because according to the Central Government in 
India juvenile convicts were in small numbers and the establishment of 
Juvenile reformatories would be a costly scheme. But later in 1870, with 
the permission of the Central Government a Juvenile Reformatory was 
started in Nagpur. But in the first year of its establishment this scheme 
was proved unsuccessful. In 1876 the Juvenile Reformatory Schools Act 
V of 1876 was passed and enforced in India for the better care and 
protection of children. After the enforcement of this Act many Juvenile 
Reformatories were started and worked under the rules of this Act. This 
Act was later modified in 1897. 
In the 5' chapter of my thesis I have discussed how the Juvenile 
Reformatories were working under the Jail management and why the 
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British Indian Government transferred the management of all Juvenile 
Reformatories under the guidance of Education Department. Later in this 
chapter I have worked on the establishment of Brostal institutions and its 
functions. 
The Bengal Children Act was passed in 1922; Bengal Act II 
of 1922. Section 22(1) of this Act declares that when a youthful offender 
who, in the opinion of the court before which he is charged, is twelve 
years of age or upwards, is convicted of an offence punishable with 
transportation or imprisonment, the court may, in addition to or in lieu of 
sentencing him according to law to any other punishment, order that he 
be sent to a reformatory school; provided that when the offender is 
ordered to be sent to a reformatory school he shall not in addition be 
sentenced to imprisonment. Under Section 22(2) when a youthful 
offender of twelve years of age or upwards has been sentenced to 
transportation or 'imprisonment', the State Government, may direct that, 
in lieu of undergoing or completing such sentence, he shall be sent to a 
reformatory school and there upon the offender shall be subject to all the 
provisions of this Act as if he had been originally sentenced to detention 
in reformatory school. 
Under Section 22(3) when a youthful offender who, in the opinion 
of the court before which he is charged, is under twelve years of age is 
convicted of an offence punishable with death, transportation or 
imprisonment, the court may order that he be sent to an industrial school. 
And Under Section 22(4) when a youthful offender of the age of twelve 
or thirteen years, who has not previously been convicted, is convicted of 
an offence punishable with transportation or imprisonment, and the court 
is satisfied that the youthful offender should be sent to an industrial 
school, but having regard the special circumstances of the case should not 
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be sent to a reformatory school, and is also satisfied that the character and 
antecedents of the youthfUl offender are such that he will not exercise an 
evil influence over the other inmates of an industrial school, the court 
may order the youthful offender to be sent to an industrial school after 
previously ascertaining that the managers are willing to receive him; 
provided that the State Government may on the application of the 
managers of the Industrial school, by order, transfer the youthftal offender 
to a reformatory school. 
Bombay children Act XIII of 1924 was enforced in 1924. Under 
the provisions of this Act all juvenile offenders were to be dealt with by 
the juvenile court if such a court was established in the area. Joint trials of 
juveniles and aduks were discontinued. The scope of protection given to 
young girls exposed to danger of seduction or being induced to 
prostitution was enlarged by extending the age limit from 16 to 18 years 
(Section 56). Exploitation of child employees was made punishable 
(Section 59). 
The British Indian Government had passed several Acts for the 
protection of neglected, destitute children and to punish the offensive 
children. But sometimes the Britishers policies were effective and 
successful, but sometimes these were not effective and unsuccessful. At 
last we can say that a law can check the criminals by force, but it cannot 
change the criminal mind. 
19 
THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE CHILD 
UNDER COLONIAL LAW 1843-1930 
THESIS 
SUBMITTED FOR THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF 
Boctor o! $I|tlO!tfop^p 
IN 
HISTORY 
By 
NITASHA SHARMA 
Under the supervision af 
Prof. B.L Bhadani 
(CHAIRMAN) 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH (INDIA) 
2010 
..r:^ 
0 •; • " ' 2C15 
T7830 
m 
(Dedicated 
Thorny 
Mother 
^ J 
CONTENTS 
Certificate 
Acknowledgement 
CHAPTER-1: 
CHAPTER-2: 
INTRODUCTION 
Page No. 
1-23 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA: EARLY 24-126 
'PREVENTIVE MEASURES' AND ACT VIII OF 
1870 
CHAPTER-3: LAW RELATED TO MINOR HEALTH: 127-187 
VACCINATION POLICY OF BRITISH INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT 
CHAPTER-4: CHILDREN RELATED TO CRIMINAL RACES 188-355 
AND BRITISH POLICIES 1 0 REFORM THOSE 
CHILDREN 
CHAPTERS: JUVENILE REFORMATORY 
ESTABLISHMENT AND ITS FUNCTIONS 
356-470 
CHAPTER-6: TRANSFER OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 471-535 
REFORMATORY SCHOOLS FROM THE JAIL 
DEPARTMENT TO THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT, SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM OF 
DISCHARGED BOYS & STARTING OF 
BORSTAL INSTITUTION 
CHAPTER-7: CONCLUSION 536-545 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 546-618 
CENTRE OF ADVANCED STUDY 
Department of History 
Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh-202 002 
Chairman ^ Coordinator Dated: June 28,2010 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
This is to certify that the thesis entitled "The Legal Status of the Child 
under Colonial Law 1843-1930" by Ms. Natasha Sharma is the original 
research work of the candidate. 
I recommend that the thesis may be placed before the examiners for 
evaluation. 
(Prof. B.L. Bhadani) 
Supervisor 
Telephones: (0571) 2703146; Fax No. (0571) 2703146; Internal: 1480 and 1482 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
I, first of all, express my deep sense of gratitude towards my 
esteemed teacher and supervisor, Professor B.L. Bhadani, Chairman, 
Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, who 
inspired me and guided me at every step of my research work. I was 
fortunate to have the opportunity to pursue my research work under his 
sincere and scholarly guidance. 
I would like to thank Prof Rajkumar Trivedi (Retd), Ex-
Supervisor, Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 
who encouraged me and wished for the successful completion of this 
work. 
All other teachers of my department have been highly helpful and 
encouraging in various ways. I acknowledge my gratitude to them, too. 
My heartful thanks are also due to all the non-teaching staff of my 
department for their help and cooperation of Librarian and Attendants of 
History Department Library, AMU, Aligarh. 
I am also thankful to the concerned officers of Maulana Azad 
Library (AMU, Aligarh), National Archives of India, New Delhi, Nehru 
Memorial Library, New Delhi, Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University Library, New Delhi, Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR) for providing scholarship and other 
institutions and libraries for providing me materials for my research 
work. 
I would also like to thank Mr. Kafeel A. Khan, who painstakingly 
typed the manuscript. 
Finally, I must remember and mention here my parents who 
kindled the flame of learning in me and to whose encouragement, 
affection and devotion I ascribe all my successes. I also acknowledge 
here my thanks to my brother, sisters, and my husband. 
(Nitasha) 
11 
w m 
Ckapter-l 
Introduction 
h -^ 
CHAPTER - 1 
INTRODUCTION 
From the very early period children have been ill-treated by the 
society. The children have been made to suffer mental, physical, and 
sexual exploitation, for instance, willful killing of female infants, 
abandonment, slavery, and sexual exploitation. Till the first half of the 
19^ '^  century no law was enforced in India for the liability, treatment or 
welfare of children. It was only in 1850 that the Apprentices Act No. XIX 
of 1850 was passed by the British Indian Government for better enabling 
of children, and especially the orphans and the poor children to be 
brought up by public charity, to train them in trades, crafts and 
employments, by which, when they would be come to full age, they 
might be gain a livelihood. Under the provisions of this Act, any child 
above the age of ten, and under the age of eighteen years might be found 
apprentice by his or her father or guardian to learn any suitable trade, 
craft or employment for such term as was set forth in the contract of 
apprenticeship, not above seven years, so that it was not to be prolonged 
beyond the time when such child was to be of the ftiU age of twenty-one 
years, or in the case of a female, beyond the time of her marriage (Section 
1). This Act empowered the Magistrates to act with all the powers of a 
guardian, on behalf of any orphan, or poor child abandoned by its parents, 
or of any child convicted before him, or any other Magistrate of 
vagrancy, or the commission of any petty offence (Section 3). An orphan 
or poor child, brought up by any public charity, might be bound 
apprentice by the governors, directors or managers thereof, as his or her 
guardians for this purpose (Section 4). Any such boy might be bound as 
an apprentice in the sea service to any of Her Majesty's subjects, being 
the owner of any registered ship belonged to and trading from any port in 
the territories under the Government of India which had been declared to 
be a registering port. The boy was to learn the craft and duty of a seaman 
on ship (Section 5). Every contract of apprenticeship was to be in writing, 
according to the following form: 
FORM OF AGREEMENT 
This agreement, made the day of in the year between A.B., of, and 
CD., of witness that the said A.B. both this day bind E.F., a boy (or girl) 
of the age of years completed, son (or daughter) of the said A.B. (or 
otherwise describing the relation in which A.B. and E.F. stand), to dwell 
with and serve the said CD., as an apprentice, from this day forth for 
years (in the case of a girl add, or until the time of her marriage, which 
shall first happen), during all which term the said apprentice shall duly 
and faithfully serve the said CD., according to his (or her) skill and 
ability in all lawful business, and demean and behave himself (or herself) 
honestly, orderly, in all things, towards the said CD. and his (or her) 
family. And the said CD. for himself (or herself) and his (or her) 
executors and administrators, in consideration (of the premium or sum of, 
paid by said A.B. to the said CD., the receipt whereof the said CD. 
hereby acknowledges, and] of the faithful service of the said E.F., both 
covenant and agree with the said A.B., his (or her) executors and 
administrators, the he (or she) will teach or cause to be taught to the said 
E.F., in the best way and manner that he (or she) can, the trade (craft or 
employment) of a 
during the said term, and will also, during the said term, fmd and 
allow unto the said apprentice good, wholesome and sufficient food, 
clothes, lodging, washing and all other things necessary, fit and 
reasonable for an apprentice (and further, here insert any special 
covenants). 
In witness whereof the particles have hereunto set their hands and 
seals the day and year above written. 
A.B. (L.S.) 
CD. (L.S.) 
In the form, the age of the apprentice, the term for which he was 
bound, and what he was to be taught, all things were to be mentioned 
(Section 8). Every contract was to be signed by the person to whom the 
apprentice was bound, and by the person by whom he was bound, and by 
the aipprentice, when he was of the age of fourteen years or more at the 
time of binding. But when the apprentice was bound by the governors, 
directors or managers of a public charity, the signature of two of them, or 
of their secretary or officer was to be sufficient on behalf of the persons 
binding the apprentice (Section 9). Every contract was to be deposited in 
the office of the Chief Magistrate of the place or district where it had 
been executed. The person in whose office any such contract was 
deposited was to be given to each of the parties, a copy certified under his 
hand, which certified copies was to be received as evidence of the 
contract, without formal proof of the handwriting Of the Magistrate or 
registering officer (Section 10). The form of order of Assignment was as 
follow: 
Be it known to all men that on the day of in the year personally 
appeared before G.H., Magistrate of , CD., of with E.F., 
his (or her) apprenticeship whereby the said E.F. was bound to the said 
CD. might be assigned and made over to the said J.K., and the said G.H., 
having satisfied himself, by personal examination of the said E.F. and by 
other lawful ways and means, that such assignment is for the benefit of 
the said E.F., and is made with the consent of (the said E.F., and of) all 
persons whose consent thereunto by law is required, doth allow such 
assignment; and the contract of apprenticeship whereby the said E.F. was 
on the day of in the year bound to the said CD. as an apprentice to learn 
the trade (craft or employment) of a shall henceforth endure, unto the end 
of the said term, as if the said J.K. had been originally party to the said 
deed, and had executed the same, in the place and stead of the said CD., 
and shall be bound, for himself (or herself), his (or her) executors or 
administrators, to fulfill the covenants by the said CD. to be performed, 
and the said E.F. shall henceforth be bound into the said J.K., in like 
manner as he (or she) was by the said agreement bound unto the said CD. 
CD. E.F. J.K. 
In witness whereof the said CD., E.F. and J.K. have hereunto set their 
hands before me the day and year above written. 
The terms of service might be changed at any time during the 
apprenticeship, or the contract might be determined, with the consent of 
the apprentice if he was above the age of fourteen j'ears (Section 11). The 
master of any apprentice bound under this Act might, with the consent of 
the person by whom he was bound, and with the consent of the apprentice 
if he was above the age of fourteen years, be assigned such apprentice to 
any other person, who wanted to take him for the residue of his 
apprenticeship (Section 12). Upon complaint made to any Magistrate in 
the said territories, by or any apprentice bound under this Act, of refusal 
or neglect to provide for him, or to teach him according to the contract of 
apprenticeship or of cruelty, or other ill treatment by his master, or by the 
agent under whom he would have been placed by his master, the 
Magistrate might be summoned the master or his agent, as the case might 
be, if he would be within his jurisdiction, to appear before him at a 
reasonable time, to be stated in the summons, to answer the complaint 
(Section 13). Upon complaint made to any Magistrate, by or on behalf of 
the mater of any apprentice bound to him under this Act, of any ill -
behaviour of such apprentice, or if such apprentice would have 
absconded, the Magistrate might be issued his wan-ant to apprehend such 
apprentice and could punish the offender to keep the offender, if a boy, in 
confinement in any debtor's prison or other suitable place. And the 
magistrate could give a punishment of privately whipping to a boy of not 
more than fourteen years of age. If the offender was a girl or in the case 
of any boy, the Magistrate might be empowered the master of the 
apprentice or his agent to keep the offender in close confinement in his 
own, or on board the vessel to which he belonged, upon bread and water, 
or such other plain food as might be given without injury to the health of 
the apprentice, for a period not exceeding one month (Section 15). Upon 
complaint of willful and repeated ill-behaviour on the part of the 
apprentice, and on the demand of the master, the Magistrate might be 
cancelled the contract of apprenticeship, whether or not the charge was 
proved; but only with the consent of the apprentice and of his father or 
guardian; if the charge was not proved; and such canceling would be with 
or without refund of the whole or part of any premium that might have 
been paid to the master on binding such apprentice (Section 16). 
If the master of any apprentice would be died before the end of the 
apprenticeship, the contract of apprenticeship would be thereby decided 
(Section 19). Any apprentice bound under this Act, whose master would 
be died during the apprenticeship, was to be entitled to maintenance for 
three months from and after the death of his master, out of the assets left 
by him. Provided that during such three months such apprentice was to be 
continued to live with, and served as an apprentice, the executors or 
administrators of such master, or such person as they appointed (Section 
21). In this Act the words "master", "owner", "person", and the pronoun 
"he" was to be included several persons as well as one person, and 
females as well as males (Section 25). 
In 1860 the Indian Penal Code: Act XLV of 1860 came into force, 
which exempted that child from punishment who made an offence under 
seven years of age. This Act declared that nothing was an offence which 
was done by a child under seven years of age and nothing was an offence 
which was done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve, 
who had not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the 
nature and consequences of his conduct on that occasion (Section 82 & 
83). Under the provisions of this Act if any child under the age of ten 
years was kidnapped or abducted by a person with the intention of taking 
dishonestly any movable property, from the person of such child, was to 
be punished with imprisonment (Section 369). Therefore, after the 
enforcement of these two Acts the special legal provisions were provided 
for the care and protection of children. By these two Acts the legal status 
of an offensive child was decided. 
From the very early period Indian society has a very orthodox 
attitude towards women. Women are suffering in this male dominated 
society through several evil customs, such as Child Marriage, Dowry or 
Dhej; which is killing lot of young brides every year, Sexual Abusement; 
Rape and female Foeticide. In this country law has prohibited Child 
Marriage and it has decided that the minimum age of girl's marriage 
should be 18. But inspite of this the custom of child marriage is still 
prevailed in many places of India, for instance; in Rajasthan thousands of 
young girls get married on the festival of "akha teej". Indian Penal Code 
I860, "Section 376" declared the age of 10 years as the 'age of consent' 
for sexual intercourse with married or unmanied girl children and 
intercourse with girls under 10 years of age was considered statutory 
rape, and was punishable under this Act. In 1881 those Hindu girls 
(including the Sikh and Jain) who got married in an infant age were found 
in great number in the territories directly administered by the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, the Punjab and the Central provinces: 
Girls... 
Single ... 
Married ... 
Widows ... 
Under ten years of age 
17,902,743 
1,588,656 
54,579 
Between ten and fifteen 
3,210,647 
3,746,477 
146,100 
In Calcutta the Indian Reform Association was instituted in 1870. 
Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen was the President of this Association. This 
Association wanted to make social and moral reformation of the natives 
of India. The Committee members raised the sensitive issue of 'the 
marriageable age of native girls' in its first meeting. The committee wrote 
in its first Report that: 
"The prevalence of the custom of premature marriage among the 
people of this country has always been a source of great anxiety to native 
reformers and patriots. It is impossible to deny that this injurious custom 
has, in the course of long ages, secretly but effectually paralysed the 
physical and moral constitution of the nation, and brought it into a woeful 
state of degeneracy .... It appeared to the committee that the question 
should be referred to eminent medical men, and, if possible, decided 
authoritatively according to the recognized principles of physiology." 
This committee had asked to the distinguished medical men of Calcutta 
and Bombay through a circular about the right age of girl's marriage. The 
Committee asked them, "after a careftil consideration of the facts that had 
come to their knowledge, and of the climatic and other influences which 
govern the physical development of woman in tropical countries, to state 
what they considered to be the age of puberty of native girls and their 
minimum marriageable age." 
Many Doctors gave their opinions on this question: Dr. S.G. 
Chuckerbutty, M.D., who was a reputed Doctor of Calcutta, gave his 
views that: 
"The usual sign of puberty in a girl is the commencement of 
menstruation, which occurs as a general rule in all countries between the 
ages of thirteen and fourteen, though in some cases it may come on 
earlier or later. The best standard for comparison will be the native 
Christian girls on the one hand and European girls on the other, for in 
respect of marriage they adopt the same rule. I am not aware that there is 
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any practical difference between tliese two classes of girls as to the age of 
puberty. The Hindoo and Muhammadan girls, from the custom of early 
marriage, attain to forced puberty at an earlier age. This should, therefore, 
never influence our opinion as to what is the proper age of puberty under 
normal circumstances. But although menstruation may occur at 14, and 
fruitful marriages may take place at that age, the minimum age, according 
to English law for marriage, is 16 with the consent of parents and a girl is 
not ordinarily supposed to be capable of being independent till she is 21 
years old. There are various reasons for this practice, the principal object 
of which is to give a girl sufficient time for education, moral training, and 
ripe judgement. In the case of native Christian girls, the same practice is 
observed with benefit, and I fail to see why any other practice should be 
adopted in the case of other classes of native girls. It is a vicious motive 
that, as soon as a girl menstruates, she must be married. It is not done in 
any civilized country, nor should it be done here. The practice of 
abstinence, which the deferment of marriage imposes on a girl, is more 
beneficial to mankind than its reverse, i.e., early maiTiage." 
Surgeon-Major Joseph Ewart, M.D., was in the Medical Service of 
Bengal. He was the writer of "Sanitary Condition and Discipline of 
Indian Jails", "Digest of the Vital Statistics of the European and Native 
Armies of India," &C. He also gave his opinion in short that - "I am of 
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opinion that the minimum age at which Hindoo women should be 
encouraged to marry would be after and not before the sixteenth year. But 
the race would be improved still more by postponing the marriage of 
women till the eighteenth or nineteenth year of age." 
According to Atmaram Pandurung, Esq., who was a high medical 
authority in Bombay, wrote - "I believe the girls of this country arrive at 
puberty at the average age of from 13 to 15 years, and in this as in 
everything else, they differ but slightly from girls in other countries. In 
some cases puberty is known to come on as early as 10 years, and in 
others as late as 17 or 18 years. In some rare instances, Catamenia occur 
regularly every month from infancy. This difference amongst girls is 
partly caused by some peculiarity in their individual constitution, but in a 
large majority of cases chiefly or entirely by social influence - the 
influence on habits of thought and action which society has on its each 
individual member. You will then find, in all countries in the world, girls 
living in a city, and especially in very crowded parts of it, and in the 
lowest strata of society, arrive at puberty at a much earlier age than those 
living in the agricultural or rural districts, and in the upper strata in whom 
high moral feelings prevail. The custom of premature marriage thereby 
acting injuriously upon the morals of the people among whom it prevails, 
has an undoubted tendency to bring on early pubert)', and this is strangely 
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mistaken for 'climate influence.' Climate has no influence in the matter. 
The history of our own people in former years, when this pernicious 
custom had no existence, will bear me cut fully, so that I need not have to 
point to other classes or tribes in this country or other countries, savage 
and civilized, where the custom of early marriage does not exist, to 
support the ascertain that climate has no influence on the coming on of 
puberty. 
"As to your second question, what is to be considered as the 
minimum marriageable age of girls in this country? It is rather difficult to 
give a satisfactory reply. If the question had been simply, what is 
considered to be the proper age at which girls ought to marry? The proper 
answer would be, without any hesitation, 20 years, and there are sound 
and a national reasons. When girls marry at that age, all the ends and aims 
of marriage are gained with the best of results. There is then less amount 
of sterility, and also less number of deaths of mothers at their delivery, 
&C. But it is impossible for any medical gentleman to answer your 
question in the form in which you have put it. What one can say is, that 
puberty is not the best criterion of proper marriageable age, for it is not 
the period at which the development of the parts concerned in gestation 
and delivery is completed; nor is then the mind well adapted for the 
requirements of the mother in talking proper care of her delicate and 
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tender offspring. It behaves all well-informed and educated people in this 
country that they should, both individually and collectively, exert 
themselves most strenuously to do away with this most pernicious custom 
of premature marriage, by deferring the marriage of their sisters and 
daughters to as near the age of 20 years as they can, for they would 
thereby undoubtedly raise the moral, social and physical condition of the 
people at large. It is their bounden duty to do it, and they must do it." 
Like this many distinguished medical men of Calcutta and Bombay 
gave their opinions on the question of committee members. During this 
period gradually the social reformers started to oppose the custom of 
infant marriage Ranade. In 1881 he raised his voice against this evil 
practice. He requested the people of Poona that their children should not 
have been got married in an early age. But conservative people showed a 
strong opposition to Ranade. Balwantrao Deva was one of them who said 
that "if any binding restraint was to be put on the age of girls or boys, it 
must be done so as to be compatible with our religious tenets, that is, first 
the Shrutis and Smritis. 
[dharma shastric texts] must be consulted, a regular discussion 
must take place, and then some steps might be taken in the direction 
proposed." Bal Gangadhar Tilak did not want any state interference in the 
social and religious customs of Hindu society. That time he was the editor 
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of the Mahratta. He expressed his views in this newspaper against the 
state interference like this, "we would not like that Government should 
have anything to do with regulating our social customs or ways of 
living," he wrote, "even supposing that the act of Government will be a 
very beneficial and suitable measure." Behramji Merwanji Malabari was 
the journalist and publicist of Bombay. He submitted his two notes on 
"Infant marriage in India" and "Enforced Widowhood" to Lord Ripon's 
government. In these two works he pointed out about the bad impact of 
infant marriage and sufferings of those young brides whose aged 
husbands often died after some time of marriage. He gave some 
suggestions to the government to eradicate this evil practice indirectly. 
According to him married students should not be permitted for University 
examinations and secondly the rupees of dowry might be fixed for bride's 
use. The "Notes" of Malabari spread an enthusiasm among the, reformers 
of British India to, raise their voice against this evil custom. As Tilak was 
against the state interference in the matter of Social and religious customs 
of Hindus and opposed strongly with this view that these foreigners could 
not be trusted to interfere in this sensitive matter of Hindu society. On 
this Tilak's opposition Ranade wrote: 
The jealousy of foreign interference in social matters is not 
altogether a bad sign, and if the interference was of foreign initiation, the 
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force of this argument would be irresistible. In this case, however, the 
foreign Rulers have no interest to move of their own accord. If they 
consulted their selfish interests only, they would rather let us remain as 
we are, disorganized and demoralized, stunted and deformed, with the 
curse of folly and wickedness paralyzing all the activities and vital 
energies of our social body. 
The Hindu Association of Meerut in 1885 wrote to the Viceroy and 
Governor General of India about the evil consequences of early marriages 
in India. The members of this association pointed out that at an early age 
children were not matured enough to bear the responsibility of marriage. 
Due to this evil practice number of girls died every month during the 
labour pain. This Association were demanding the Government 
interference in order to check the infant marriages. During this period 
when the social reformers were trying to seek the prohibition of infant 
marriage through some legislation, meanwhile Phulmoni Das' death case 
occurred. She was ten years old, who died due to an intercourse with her 
35 year old husband, Hari Mohan Maity. He defended himself by the 
1860 law, which fixed the age of consent at ten. After this case of 
Phulmoni Das all the reformers were strongly demanding a immediate 
change in the legislation to raise the age of consent. But for conservative 
people to raise the age of consent meant to play with the Hindu religion 
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and customs. According to Tilak a change in legislation regarding the age 
of consent would be a direct attack of government to Hindu traditions and 
shastras. But reformers were not agreed with Tilak's orthodox opinion. 
Krishnaji Lakshman Nulkar from the Legislative Council Chamber stated 
that - "To the religious objection ... I would beg to observe that Hindu 
religious authorities on such matters are so varied and contradictory that 
it is often difficult to decide as to which of them OL O be accepted and 
followed in preference to others". After lot arguments and 
controversies in March 1891 the age of consent was raised from 10 to 12 
years for married and unmarried girls through the amendation in the 
Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code; sexual intercourse 
with girls below the age of 12 was punishable with upto ten years in 
prison or transportation for life. 
In 1925 a bill was presented by a Government in which the age of 
consent was fixed at 13 in marital cases and 14 in extra marital cases, 
which was passed by 84 votes. In 1927 a bill was proposed by Rai Sahib 
Har Bilas Sarda in the Legislative Assembly to prescribe the minimum 
ages for the marriage of Hindu boys and girls to 18 and 14. He suggested 
that this Act might be called the Hindu Child Marriage Act. A committee 
was appointed for the consideration of the Sarda Bill, which gave the 
name to this Bill the Child Marriage Restraint Act in place of Hindu 
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Child Marriage Act. Because should be applicable to all Indian 
Communities and not to just Hindus. Another one committee also 
submitted its report in the Assembly on Sarda Bill in 1929. The minimum 
age of consent recommended 15 by this committee. Ultimately this bill 
was passed, which included Muslims also. The Sarda Bill became the Act 
in 1929, which was called "The Child Marriage Restraint Act XIX of 
1929". This Act came into force in 1930. 
Female Infanticide was another one evil custom which practiced in 
India during the 18* and 19^  century. 
The first chapter of my thesis is based on the prevalence of this big 
evil custom i.e. Female Infanticide. During the mid eighteenth century 
this heinous crime was firstly discovered by the officers of British Indian 
Government and they made efforts to eradicate this evil practice from 
Indian society. During this period the facility of gender selection of child 
was not available and therefore there were certain castes and tribes, such 
as Rajputs, Jats, Sikh, Gujjars, Ahirs etc. which practiced the Female 
Infanticide on the name of custom. The British administrators found that 
the root cause behind the prevalence of this heinous crime was the custom 
of Dowery. The parents of daughters were to spend huge amount of 
money in the marriage ceremonies of their daughters. So the parents 
considered their daughters as a liability due to this burden. Secondly the 
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parents could not be supported by daughters in their old age. On the other 
hand the sons were the source of family income and they could support 
their parents in their old age. This chapter discuss the early preventive 
methods adopted by British administrators to check this crime. It traces 
the origins and implementations of the "Female Infanticide Act VIII of 
1870." It discusses how this Act gave a right to live to female child. It 
also reveals how this Act was difficult to apply in Indian society, and how 
the British Officials were not be able to achieve hill success in their 
motive. 
Second chapter is related to the vaccination policy of British Indian 
Government. In this chapter I have discussed how the vaccination 
Establishment was running and maintained by the Government. Later the 
Vaccination Act 13 of 1880 was introduced, whereby the vaccination was 
made compulsory. 
The Third Chapter of my thesis concentrates on those criminal 
children who belonged to the criminal races. Among these criminal races 
the crime was hereditary. During the British period many criminal races 
existed, who indulged in crimes of thieving, house-breaking, dacoity etc. 
from generation. 
British Official T.V. Step[hens of that time said: 
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"... people from time immemorial have been pursuing the caste 
system defined job-positions: weaving, carpentry and such were 
hereditary jobs. So there must have been hereditary criminals also who 
pursued their forefathers' profession." 
The criminal races, for instance, Meenas, Buddhuks, Kunjurs, 
Nuths etc., trained their children in their criminal profession. The young 
children of thugs helped their group in the act of thuggee. The thugs 
firstly snatched all the money from the people and then they killed them. 
But they adopted their young children and trained them in their 
profession of thuggee. All the criminal races had their own language. The 
crime of castration or the depriving of the male from his masculine 
strength with or without the sufferer's consent was prevalent among this 
class. They kidnapped the children in their early age and then castrated. 
The British officials suggested to the government for the protection of 
those children, who belonged to the eunuch's class. All the criminal races 
were scattered all over India. In 1862, 142 dacoits of Punjab Province 
were in the list of government. Then the British officials adopted some 
restrictive measures in Punjab Province to check the criminal races. They 
set up agricultural colonies for the criminal races, in which lands were 
provided to them for agriculture. The schools were started for their 
children in these colonies. Later, the British Indian Government notified 
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approximately 150 tribes as "criminal" in the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII 
of 1871. The Supreme Government had declared 150 races as being 
"addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable offences." This 
law gave enough powers to police officials, whereby they could arrest a 
member of these races and declared him a criminal which they did. This 
Act empowered the local government to send these criminal races into 
'settlements' for their reformation. The children were lived separately 
from their parents in these settlements. Schools were established in these 
settlements to educate the children of criminal races. Industrial training of 
weaving, carpentry, blacksmith etc. were giving to }'oung children, so that 
they might not be followed the criminal professional of their ancestors. 
But in reality the members of these criminal races and their children in 
this way were providing cheap labour to the British Government. Later I 
have mentioned how the criminal races were suffering in these 
settlements. 
Chapter 4* of my thesis is based on the establishment of Juvenile 
Reformatory and its process. In this chapter I have mentioned how and 
when the concept of Juvenile Reformatory came into existence, both, in 
India as well as in England. 
Firstly, I have discussed about the various Acts which had been 
passed in England for better care and protection of children, such as 
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Youthful offenders Act in 1854, Industrial Schools Act in 1857 etc. Many 
Philanthropic Society and Social Reformers were trying to awaken the 
people about the conditions of vagrant and destitute children. They were 
trying to reform the conditions of those children, who due to the 
negligency or extreme poverty of their parents became offenders. 
"Neglected Juvenile" means a juvenile who is found begging: or is found 
without having any home or settled place of abode and without any 
ostensible means of subsistence and is destitute; has a parent or guardian 
who is not able to exercise control over the juvenile; or lives in a brothel 
or with a prostitute or frequently goes to any place used for the purpose of 
prostitution, or is found to associate with any prostitute or any other 
person who leads an immoral, drunken or depravel 1 ife, who is being or is 
likely to be abused or exploited for immoral or illegal purposes. In India 
the first step for the care, protection and reformation of the juvenile 
convicts was taken in 1843. In this year a Ragged School was started in 
Bombay for orphan children. This school was a private institution. The 
juvenile convicts were firstly separated by the British official in Bengal 
Presidency Jail. In this jail separate accommodation was provided to the 
juvenile delinquents. The juvenile convicts were bound to do labor work 
and to learn read and write daily. After the success of the scheme of 
separate juvenile ward, later this scheme was applied in each central jail 
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of lower provinces. Earlier the idea of the local governments for the 
establishment of Juvenile Reformatories in India was not accepted by the 
Central Government. Because according to the Central Government in 
India juvenile convicts were in small numbers 'and the establishment of 
Juvenile reformatories would be a costly scheme. But later in 1870, with 
the permission of the Central Government a Juvenile Reformatory was 
started in Nagpur. But in the first year of its establishment this scheme 
was proved unsuccessful. In 1876 the Juvenile Reformatory Schools Act 
V of 1876 was passed and enforced in India for the better care and 
protection of children. After the enforcement of this Act many Juvenile 
Reformatories were started and worked under the rules of this Act. This 
Act was later modified in 1897. 
In the 5* chapter of my thesis I have discussed how the Juvenile 
Reformatories were working under the Jail management and why the 
British Indian Government transferred the management of all Juvenile 
Reformatories under the guidance of Education Department. Later in this 
chapter I have worked on the establishment of Brostal institutions and its 
functions. 
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CliapUr-2 
Temate Infanticide in India: ^arCy '(Preventive 
Measures' and Act VlII of 1870 
CHAPTER - 2 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA: EARLY 
'PREVENTIVE MEASURES' AND ACT VIII OF 1870 
Female Infanticide is known as a deliberate murder of a female 
infant at birth due to the desire of male infant. This brutal practice is 
usually adopted in India by the lower section society.' They apply several 
methods for killing the female child, for instance; strangling, burying, 
poisoning, starving, stuffing her mouth with salt, feeding her milk laced 
with sap from poisonous plants etc. the female infanticide is the most 
atrocious practice in Indian society. In urban areas the female infanticide 
has taken the form of female foeticide due to the latest technology. But in 
rural areas the practice of female infanticide still prevails. The 
sociologists have their own opinion on the subject of female infanticide. 
According to them, to follow the practice of female infanticide means to 
hurt the dignity of women."^  Earlier this practice of female infanticide was 
1. ''Report on the prevalence of female infanticide in the Punjab", Home 
Department Proceedings, Police-A, January 1911, Kos. 38-39, p. 7, National 
Archives of India (hereafter NAI). 
2. R. Muthulakshmi, Female Infanticide: Its cause and solutions, New Delhi: 
Discovery Publishing House, 1997, pp. 20-21. 
3. ""Female Infanticide: Will the problem of female infanticide ever be solved? 
Sadly, this is a major issue still faced by many policy makers andNGOs of our 
country" A paper published by India Parenting Private Limited, Available at 
http://www.indiaparenting.com/womensissues/data/011 .shtml. 
4. R. Muthulakshmi, Female Infanticide: Its cause and solutions. New Delhi: 
Discovery Publishing House, 1997, p. 23. 
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occurred as a Human Sacrifice^ in India. Though, human sacrifice was 
not prevailed only among the Indians. Even the Africans, Egyptians, 
Persians, Arabians etc. followed this practice.^ According to Jacob 
Bryant, "one would think it scarcely possible that so unnatural a custom 
as that of human sacrifices could have existed in the world, but it is very 
certain that it is not only existed, but almost universally prevailed." 
According to one school of thought, the women who are practicing 
the female infanticide, they don't want their daughters to bear the burden 
Q 
of social degradation from birth to death. And according to second 
school of thought, the people have no courage to abrogate this evil 
custom of female infanticide from this harsh society.^ In 1850s many 
writers had concentrated on this burning issue of female infanticide and 
wrote many literature on this issue. Moor's Hindu Infanticide, Dr. John 
Wilson's Infanticide I Western India (1855), J. Cave Browne's Indian 
Infanticide (1857), delivered lot of knowledge on this issue.'° In India, 
the social as well as economical, viz., the custom of dowry and financial 
5. Ibid, p. 6. 
6. J. Peggs, Cries of Agony: An Historical Account of Suttee, Infanticide, Ghat 
Murder and Slavery in India, New Delhi: Discovery Publishing House, 1979, 
p. 131. 
7. Ibid. 
8. R. Muthulakshmi, Female Infanticide: Its cause and solutions 1997, p. 19. 
9. Ibid, p. 19. 
10. Report on the prevalence of female infanticide in the Punjab, Home 
Department Proceedings, Police-A, January 1911, Nos. 38-39, p. 7. 
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crisis, are generally considered as a root cause of this problem." Due to 
these causes a girl child is considered a burden among guilty people. But 
a woman is not facing this kind of social degradation from the beginning. 
She had a very renowned and eminent position in Hindu society during 
the pre-Vedic and early-Vedic periods. She did not live in boundations. 
"Education was not denied to girls who went to Gurukulas or forest 
universities, studying side by side with boys in co-educational 
institutions. It was a father's bounden duty to educate his daughters as 
well as his sons." A woman was enjoying a very prestigious life in 
Vedic time. He had an equal status with man in society. She had a right 
for the choice of her husband. But in later time the society had changed 
her mode of life. Now she started to live in the subordination of a man. 
Even the laws of Manu, which established as a custom of Hindu society, 
describes the position of a woman in society as a subservient to man: 
"By a young girl, by a young woman or even by an aged 
one, nothing must be done independently even in her own 
house." 
11. R. Muthulakshmi, op.cit. pp. 20-21. 
12. R. Muthulakshmi, op.cit. pp. 1-2. 
13. Ibid, p. 2. 
14. Ibid, p. 2. 
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In a childhood a female must be subject to her father, in youth to 
her husband, when her lord is dead to her sons, a woman must never be 
independent."'^ 
Later the circumstances became worse and the practice of female 
infanticide had started. 
The Early 'Preventive measures' to abolish Female Infanticide: 
The evil practice of female infanticide existed in India before the 
19'^  century. This horrid practice was firstly discovered among the 
Rajputs in the North-Western parts of India.'^ The chief cause behind this 
practice was the unwillingness of the Rajputs to incur heavy marriage 
expenses. It was the custom among the Rajputs to get their daughters 
married to the equal caste or high caste. And the equal caste or high caste 
1 n 
bride-groom demanded huge money. The Rajput tribes were generally 
facing the poverty in the North-Western Provinces. They could not spend 
large amount in marriage ceremonies of their daughters, so that they 
I Q 
practiced female infanticide. The methods which they applied for the 
murder of female infants were as follows: exposure, refiised to feed her, 
fed her opium, bhang, tobacco, juice, juice of dhatoora (Datura alba), salt. 
15. Ibid, p. 3. 
16. Measures to be taken for putting in Force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45,p. 14,NAI. 
17. Ibid, pp. 14-15. 
18. Ibid, p. 14. 
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nadir (Asclepies gigantean), pressed the umbilical cord round her neck to 
strangulate.'^ 
Later this practice was found in other states of India like Orissa, 
Punjab, Bombay, Gujarat etc. The British administrators as well as the 
Social Reformers had suggested many preventive system to abolish this 
practice of female infanticide, for instance - Prohibition of early 
marriages. Improvement in treatment of brides by their father and 
mother-in-law, the-marriage of widows, Prohibition of polygamy, 
Education of Females, Payment by Government of marriage expenses, to 
give medals to those who preserve their daughters, to give reward to 
those people who aid in this matter, to exclude those from darbars, who 
withhold aid or countenance infanticide, to send bandits and others about 
to persuade the people, or European officers to convey complementary 
messages. The British administrators had applied numerous repressive 
methods in India to eradicate the atrocious practices of female infanticide 
and human sacrifice. In the justification of their preventive methods they 
gave the example of Hindu Shastra, which also express strong 
disapproval towards the practice of female infanticide. 
To kill one Brahmin is equal to one hundred cows. 
19. Ibid. 
20. Suppression of female infanticide, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 20 
August, 1870, No. 96-88, p. 6, NAI. 
28 
To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brahmins, 
To kill one child is equal to one hundred women, 
'^  1 
To kill one hundred children is an offence too heinous for comparison. 
In 1870, the Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 had been passed to 
check this crime. India's first census was taken in 1871 and found the 
problem of low percentage of girls. The sex ratio was 940 females to 
1000 males. This sex ratio itself disclosed the existence of the practice of 
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female infanticide in Indian society. 
In the North-Western parts of India, Mr. Jonathan Duncan, 
Magistrate Jounpore, in 1789 found the practice of female infanticide 
among the Rajkoomars of Pergunnah Unglee in this district. According 
to Duncan this practice was prevalent among the Rajkoomars firstly due 
to their an 'inherent extravagant desire for Independency'. Secondly, 
there was a custom of hypergamy, whereby they had to get marry their 
daughters in equal caste or high caste. The high caste-bride-groom 
21. J. Peggs, Cries of Agony; An Historical Account of Suttee, Infanticide, Ghat 
Murder and Slavery in India, New Delhi, Discovery Publishing House, 1979, 
p.143. 
22. Female Infanticide and Foeticide; the Declining Sex Ratio'", Paper presented 
by Dr. Ranjan Kumari in National Seminar on Violence Against the Girl 
Child, 10-11 February, Jaipur, p 4. [Dr. Ranjan Kumari is a Director in Centre 
for Social Research [CSR], New DelhiF 
23. The Rajputs of North-Western Parts of India gave an excuse for the practicing 
of female infanticide that it was like a hereditary obligation imposed on them 
by their ancestors. Measures to be taken for putting m Force Act VIII of 1870 
to prevent infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 
August, 1870, Nos. 36-45, p. 14, NAI. 
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demanded heavy dowry, and Rajkoomars were not able to spend huge 
amount on the marriage of their daughters. So that they adopted this 
heinous way of getting rid of female child. The preventive measure, 
which Duncan applied in this district, was that on his order the 
Rajkoomars had signed some agreements in which they decided to 
discontinue the practice of female infanticide. Through these agreements 
the tribe of Rajkoomars had showed their mutual consent to abandon this 
evil practice in future. But some specific penalties had not been 
formulated by the company this time. Then after 1830 the British 
administrators had adopted various preventive measures in other districts 
of N.W.P. to abrogate this practice. In 1836, Mr. J. Thomason, Magistrate 
Azamgarh, discovered that the custom of female infanticide was existed 
among the Bais Rajputs of Pargana Kuba. He called up one zamindar as 
the son-in-law of another. He answered ironically; 'where will you find a 
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daughter in Kuba?' The Bais Rajputs preferred to give their daughter 
only in a superior blood but the marriage cost made the birth of a 
daughter an event of mourn. Mr. J. Thomason made some efforts to 
24. Radhika Singha, A Despotism Law - Crime and Justice in Early Colonial 
India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1998, pp. 130-131. 
25. Ibid, p. 130. 
26. Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45,p. 14,NAI. 
27. Radhika Singha op.cit, p. 131. 
28. Ibid. 
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discontinue this practice of female infanticide. But his efforts were not 
last long. They had worked for the time bemg. 
During the year 1839, Mr. Montgomery, Magistrate of Allahabad, 
was carrying on settlement operations in Bara Pergunnah (Pargana) in 
Allahabad district. In this Pergurmah (Pargana) the crime of female 
infanticide was practised to an alarming extent by the Purihar, the 
T A 
Kuchwaha, and the Bhurdewariya clans with the people of these clans. 
Therefore, he introduced a system of check to abolish the system of 
female infanticide. Under the system of check, the chowkeedar and the 
village midwife were instructed to report the birth of every female child 
to the thannah. A chupprassie was appointed in suspected village for this 
purpose. The thannahdar, in company with the tehseeldar, was bound to 
make an inquiry about the death of child and afterwards to send the body 
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to the civil surgeon for examination. This system of check instituted by 
Mr. Montgomery in Bara Pergunnah (Pargana) worked successfully. 
In Bara Pergunnah (Pargana) the system of check was firstly 
applied in 1840 among the suspected population. In that year only three 
29. Measures to be taken for putting in Force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45,p. 14,NAI. 
30. T. W. Rawlins, Esq., Late Assistant Magistrate of Allahabad to J.C. Robertson, 
Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Allahabad, 18"" April 1870, No. 276A; 
Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Public, Nos. 36-45, p. 66, NAI. 
31. Ibid. 
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female infants had survived their births among the suspected population. 
But next year, the number of alive female infants raised from 4 to 14, and 
at the end of 1842, 28 female infants were alive. In 1865, the population 
of female Rajpoot children was 438 to 567 male children in this 
Pergunnah (Pargana). 
The Chowhans, Rathors, Bais and other tribes of Thakoors lived in 
a large number in various parts of the Mynpoory district. North-Western 
Provinces. In this district, the Crime of Female infanticide prevailed 
chiefly among the Chowhan tribes. This tribe was scattered over the 
central and eastern parts of this district. Though Aheer Phatucks of the 
western portion of this district also practised this barbarous crime of 
female infanticide, but the number of these classes were few as compared 
with the Chowhan Thakoors. Mr. Unwin, Magistrate Mynpoory 
(Mainpuri), discovered this crime among Chowhans on a large extent. In 
1843 not a single female chowhan infant was to be found in the district.^ '* 
Mr. Unwin in 1843 introduced a 'repressive system' in the 
suspected villages in this district to abolish the practise of female 
32. Ibid, pp. 66-67. 
33. Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45, pp. 71-72, N.A.I. 
34. The British administrators found that the chief reason behind this cruel crime 
of female infanticide was the custom of dowry. The Thakoor family was to 
spend huge amount of money in the weddings of their daughters. Ibid, p. 72. 
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infanticide. The main features of the 'repressive system' were, the 
compulsory registration of the births and deaths of female infants in the 
Thakoor famihes; the information to be rendered by the village 
watchman, the surveillance of the police, and the examination by a 
medical officer of the bodies of such infants as died from other than 
•ye 
natural or well distinguished causes. 
The plan of 'repressive system' adopted by Mr. Unwin in 1843 
attained a success to a some extent and worked till the year of 1851. 
Where in 1843 not a single Chowhan female infant was found in this 
district, in 1845, due to the efforts of Unwin, 57 female chowhan infants 
were alive. In 1851, 1,488 Chowhan girls under six years of age were 
found.^ ^ 
In 1851, Colonel Raikes, Magistrate Mynpoory, took the measures 
already instituted by Mr. Unwin in 1843 in this district to check the crime 
of female infanticide. But the most prominent plan adopted by Colonel 
Raikes was an effort to lessen the extravagant expenses usually attending 
the weddings of Thakoor bridges, which was the chief cause of the 
35. W. Lane, Offg. Magistrate Mynpoory, to C.A. Elliot, Offg. Secy, to the 
Government, North Western Provinces, 2"^* June 1870, No. 130, Home 
Department Proceedings, 6'*' August 1870, Public. Nos. 36-45, pp. 72-73, 
NAI. 
36. Ibid, p. 73. 
37. In 1851 a meeting was held in Sumaon under the protection of Mr. Raikes. 
This was the meeting of Chowhan Rajputs. Mr. Raikes was of opinion that the 
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destruction of their female infants by these castes. In this meeting the 
limit of wedding expense was regulated according to the social position 
of the bridegroom's family only. 
Mr. Raikes had achieved a success to some extent in his scheme. 
At the close of 1854 there were 1,079 Chowhan girls to 1,095 boys of 
seven years and under. During the y ear of 1855, 238 girls were bom in 
TO 
Chowhan tribes, of whom 39 died, 199 alive. 
In the year 1825, M. Gubbins, Magistrate Agra, found that the 
practise of female infanticide was prevalent among certain clans of 
Rajpoot in Zillah Agra, distinguished by superior blood and family. Many 
tribes of the "Gorwa" or spurious Rajpoots (Rajputs) practised infanticide 
in Fatehabad^^ and Eradutnugger Pergunnahs (Pargana) of Agra. This 
crime was also obtained in some Aheer villages of Ferozabad. Gubbins 
had admitted that the people of India themselves called this horrid crime 
of female infanticide to be an act of "bedhurmee", or wickedness. The 
main cause of this crime among the Thakoor families was heavy marriage 
expenses. And according to him efforts should be made to lessen the heavy 
marriage expenses to get rid of this evil practise. Ibid, p. 76. 
38. Ibid, p. 73. 
39. M. Gubbins, Magistrate Agra, asked Ram Singh, Rajpoot Goojur of Sowarra, 
a principal zamindar in pergunnah Fatehabad, about the practise of female 
infanticide in various clans. Ram Singh had replied that - "Sir, most of these 
villages practise it more or less; what is the use of further questions? Count the 
boys and girls, and you can decide the question yourself" Extract from 
memorandum on the practise of female infanticide among the Rajpoot Tribes 
of Zillah Agra, by Mr. M. Gubbins, Magistrate, No. 13. Measures to be taken 
for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent infanticide, Home Department, 
K.W. Proceedings, PubHc, 6 August 1870, Nos. 36-45, p. 44, NAI. 
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word "pap", i.e. sin, and "hutheeah", i.e., murder, were terms applied to it 
commonly by the people themselves.'*^ Gubbins had decided to apply the 
"preventive measures" in Agra to abolish the practise of female 
infanticide. Under his directions police officers of Bah Pinnahut; 
Gatehabad; Eradutnuggur; Khyraghur, Surheyndee; Ferozabad 
pergunnahs (pargana) of Agra prepared a list of 100 suspected villages 
practicing infanticide, which came under these five pergunnahs. A census 
was made of the Thakoor families in these villages. The census showed 
the number of villages, castes and clan, the number of girls not exceeding 
eleven years of age, and the number of boys not exceeding eleven years 
of age. The returns were prepared by the putwarees and tested carefully. 
During the enquiry witnesses of other castes, resident in the accused and 
neighbouring villages, had been herd. The evidence of the Putwaree 
recorded and the defence of the headmen of the defendant village taken. 
An abstract of the 100 suspected villages: prepared in 1852.'*^ 
40. Ibid. 
41. Raikes, Magistrate Mynpoory, adopted standard of age six years. But the 
standard of girls and boys' age adopted by Mr. Gubbins in census was eleven 
years. Because according to him, due to the custom of child marriage in India, 
usually the ceremony of "gonha" or final dismissal of the bride to her 
husband's family took place before the age of 11. Therefore, it was necessary 
to include those girls who were eleven years old to make comparison with 
boys. Ibid, p. 46. 
42. About two and half years ago from 1852, in some villages of Thannahs Bah 
and Pinnahut Pergunnahs there were no girls among the Atbheya, Koolheya 
and Konwar clans of the Bhudoriah tribe. Ibid, p. 47. 
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Number 
of tribe 
1 
-
-
-
-
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
-
-
-
-
-
7 
-
8 
9 
-
-
9 
Name of tribe 
Bhudoriah 
Bhudoriah 
Bhudoriah 
Bhudoriah 
Bhudoriah 
Tonwur 
Pureeher 
Dhakra 
Chohan 
Gorwa 
Gorwa 
Gorwa 
Gorwa 
Gorwa 
Gorwa 
Sikurwar 
Sikurwar 
Ponwar 
Aheer 
Aheer 
Aheer 
Name of clan 
Atbhey 
Koolheya 
Konwur 
Rawut 
Chunderseyne 
Chunderseyne 
Chunderseyne 
Chunderseyne 
Chunderseyne 
Bhuddeysura 
Duttia 
Indoleea 
Jussawunt 
Kuchwaha 
Jhunjhar 
Burgoojur 
Bharutdwaj 
Bharutdwaj 
Mullunia 
Phatuck 
Goondown 
Total 
Number of 
villages 
10 
10 
4 
3 
5 
- 3 2 
- 4 
- 8 
- 1 2 
6 - 3 
3 
5 
1 
2 
1 - 1 8 
3 
4 - 7 
4 
2 
1 - 7 
-100 
All these 100 villages had been declared to be "suspected" by 
Gubbins. And in 1852 he enforced some "preventive measures" in all 
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these 100 suspected villages to suppress the practise of female 
infanticide. Under the provisions of the "preventive measures" Gubbins 
made the registry of births and deaths of female infants in the Thakoor 
families compulsory.'*^ The headmen of the village, each Thakoor 
individually, the village putwaree, the Chowkeedar, the bullahur, and the 
village dayees, or midwives, were required to help in the registry. The 
police officers and naib darogahs were required to exercise a vigilant 
surveillance. The village putwaree was to register every birth and death 
reported to him, daily in his diary, and was to furnish a copy of the entries 
monthly to the thannah. He was also required to file at the thannah a half-
yearly return. According to Gubbins the putwaree, chowkeedar and 
bullahur should be worked directly under the influence of the magistrate 
and collector. In the previous cases, which had been prosecuted to 
conviction, the chowkeedar had given the information about the crime of 
female infanticide to the police. Therefore, he suggested that the 
chowkeedar should be a stranger and not of the same clan, because the 
43. In "preventive measures", Gubbins gave much emphasis on the registration of 
birth and death of every female child to abolish the practise of female 
infanticide. He said, "I look for its suppression chiefly to a careful system of 
registry, which shall ensure the record of birth of every female child, and as a 
consequence some enquiry into the cause of death of every such infant." 
Demi-official note from Mr. Benson, to the Collector of Agra, dated Camp 
Kundol, Tuesday evening, the 15* February 1870; Measures to be taicen for 
putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent infanticide. Home Department, 
K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, Nos. 36--45, p. 44, NAT. 
M 
enforcement of these "preventive measures" was depend chiefly on the 
loyalty of the chowkeedar.'^ '* 
After the implementation of the "preventive measures" in 100 
suspected villages the procedure to abrogate the female infanticide was 
like this: 
At the time of a child birth in Thakoor family, the village dayee got 
an order to do her job. When she had completed her job, it was her duty 
to inform about the occurrence to the bullahur.'^ " He informed the 
chowkeedar, the chowkeedar made an entry in the putwaree's diary. If the 
infant was a girl, it was the duty of chowkeedar to report the event to the 
thannah. After two or three days the chowkedar took with him the 
burkundauz from the nearest police post, the village headmen and the 
dayee. Then they reached at the Thakoor's house to know about the 
condition of the infant. The dayee went into the house and reported the 
condition of the child. She also told that whether the mother had nursed 
the infant or not."*^ ' The infant's condition entered in the putwaree's diary. 
Gubbins suggested that the gifts of small value should be given 
44. Gubbins was in favour of the Mussulman chowkeedar, because he found 
Mussulman to sympathize least with child-murder. Extract from memorandum 
on the practise of female infanticide among the Rajpoot tribes of Zillah Agra, 
by Mr. M. Gubbins, Ibid, p. 48. 
45. The village midwives, or dayes had an important role at the occasion of a child 
birth. They related to the lowest caste. Their husband or other relative was 
generally the village bullahur. Ibid, p. 48. 
46. In the Bhudoriah tribe if once the infant drawn sustenance from the mother's 
breast, then they very rarely killed a child. Ibid, p. 48. 
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occasionally to the Thakoors in front of the Thakooranies, either by some 
female members of his family, or by the officer himself, and a turban to 
the lumberdar, a sword or spear to the chowkeedar, a kulumdan or turban 
to the putwaree, a painted staff to the bullahur, and a dress to the dayee. 
He had also supported the custom of an "equal marriage"."^^ He was an 
opinion that Rajpoots should be made marriage alliances of their 
daughters in equal family, viz.., equal in birth, and also in circumstances 
of life. In this kind of marriage alliance the marriage expenses would 
became lessen. Thus the custom of killing female infant would be died 
itself 
Mr. Benson, Collector Agra, admitted in 1870 that the "preventive 
measures" strictly enforced by Mr. Gubbins were successful in Agra. 
Only in Bah Pinahut Pergunnah among the Thakoor castes the proportion 
in 1,000 of children was 322 of girls in 1854. In 1865 it was 407, and in 
1869, 427. In other castes in 1870 the proportion was about 438 in 
1,000.^ ^ 
47. Gubbins said, - "I believe the enforced preservation of the girls will in itself 
work the desired remedy and cure of those feelings which prompted their 
fathers to destroy them, because, as these girls must be married, and the means 
for affecting the illustrious matches heretofore desired are wanting, alliances 
with neighbouring tribes of equal blood must of necessity be contracted". 
Semi-Official note from Mr. Benson, to the Collector of Agra, dated Camp 
Kundol, Tuesday evening, the 15* February 1870, Ibid, p. 68. 
48. Ibid. 
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In 1856, Mr. Moore was appointed Special Commissioner for the 
investigation of crime in the Division of Benares. During his 
investigations he found that the custom of female infanticide was 
prevailed to a great extent among the Thakoor families in Benares 
Division. 
He discovered that in Unglee and Raree Pergunnahs (Parganas) of 
the Jounpore district the clans of Doorgbans, Bais, Bisein, Powar, 
Nunwuk, Maunas, Chundel, Rajkoomar, Kuchwaha were addicted to this 
crime. The clans of Raghobans and Kerakat were also practicing this 
crime.^° 
The reason then assigned for their barbarous practice was the 
unwillingness of these men to bear the pain of customary marriage 
expenses, as they prided themselves to mate their daughters with men of 
equal or inferior clans. Mr. Moore had distributed pamphlets which 
showed the cruelty and harmful results of the female infanticide.^' Mr. 
Moore recommended some preventive measures to eradicate the custom 
49. Moore declared that, though I had expected to find a great prevalence of 
infanticide, the result of my investigation proved matters to be far worse than I 
had anticipated." Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Bustee to the 
Collector and Magistrate of Bustee, IS'*" June 1868, Ibid, p. 18. 
50. Female infanticide in the Jounpore District, Assistant Magistrate, Jounpore, 4' 
September 1866; Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to 
prevent infanticide, 6^ ' August 1870, Nos. 36-45, Public, Home Department 
Proceedings, p. 18., NAI. 
51. Mr. Moore had an idea that the people, practiced female infanticide, had no 
moral courage to put down for ever this atrocious crime. Ibid, p. 18. 
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of female infanticide. He suggested that the birth and death of a child 
should be registered through the police, under the supervision of the 
tehseeldars, or other officers appointed for the purpose.^^ He was in 
favour to establish special body police,^^ in place of an ordinary police, 
for effective vigilance within their areas. The proportion of special police 
should be one man to 50 females. The fixed salary paid chumarins^"^ 
should be appointed. At the time of birth one chumarin should be 
presented there. It should be her duty to inform the appointed officer 
about the birth of every male or female infant.^ "^ The jemadar and a 
burkundauz should be remained outside the house till the birth of infant. 
On the birth of a female child, the paid chamarin should be continued to 
52. Extract of a letter No. 36, dated 28"" April 1856, from W.R. Moore, Esq., 
Commissioner for Investigating the extent of female infanticide in the Benares 
Division, to the Commissioner of Benares, Ibid, p. 50. 
53. Mr. Moore's chief reasons in favour of special body police were: Firstly, the 
ordinary police had more work to execute; secondl>, due to the long distance 
between the thannah and the guilty village or villages it would not be possible 
to maintain a close and constant surveillance over the suspected villages; 
thirdly, the unwillingness to go a long distance at all hours seasons, just to see 
a new born child etc. W.R. Moore, Commissioner for investigating the extent 
of female infanticide in the Benares Division, to the Commissioner of 
Benares, Extract of a letter No. 36, dated 28* April 1856, Measures to be 
taken for putting in Force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent infanticide, 6^^ August, 
1870, Nos. 36-45, Public, Home Department Proceedings, pp. 51-52. 
54. Mr. Moore had observed that the Chumarins were the servants of the 
Thakoors. They earned their livelihood in a great measure from the Rajpoots. 
Therefore, they might be inclined to favour the Rajpoots, who paid the 
chumarins, in place of the Government, Ibid, p. 50. 
55. According to Mr. Moore the child should be shown to the appointed officer, 
because it v/as a general practice that when a girl bom, no notice was given, 
but the child was murdered and the body thrown away. When an enquiry had 
been made by the tehseeldar or other officer family members told them that he 
was a boy. The chumarin could not be dare to tell the truth. Therefore, no 
proof of crime had been left by the family. Ibid, pp. 51-52. 
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stay in the house for three or four days to know whether the female child 
had been nursed by its mother. After three or four days she should be 
continued to visit the house every day to see the child. It should be her 
duty to inform the jemadar or burkundauz about the condition of the 
child. Every new bom Thakoor girl should be supervised, once or twice 
everyday until the child became a year old by the jemadar, or some one 
member of the establishment. A diary for the entry of each day's 
proceedings should be kept by the jemadar.^^ A register should be kept at 
the chowkee to maintain the child's record, viz.., the name of the Rajpoot, 
date of notice of pregnancy, date of birth, result, whether boy or girl, 
name of paid chumarin who attended, date of death of the girl, & c. A 
report of pregnancies, births, number of girls bom, died, and alive should 
be sent to the insepector or tehseeldar through this register. The inspector 
or tehseeldar should be responsible to inform the district officer about the 
report. The register should be checked by inspector through personal 
visits and inspection. The children should be counted by district officer 
every year in order to compare with those shown in the register. 
In case of suspicious death of female infant, the constable should 
be reported to his jemadar, and he to the officer in charge. Then it should 
be the responsibility of the officer to forward the dead body to the civil 
56. Ibid. 
57. Ibid. 
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surgeon. Mr. Moore had also suggested that an officer should have been 
appointed as "inspector of infanticide" on Rupees 100 a month. He 
should be considered as the head of this whole establishment. And about 
100 villages should be placed under his charge. On the question of 
expense which would be incurred in this whole establishment, he 
suggested that the salary of all the appointed officers, chumarins etc. 
might be paid from the district treasury and must be provided by those 
people whose barbarous crime had rendered these measures necessary.^ 
According to him some system should be instituted to regulate marriage 
expenses, which was the basic cause of this crime, with an authoritative 
interference.^^ On the whole he wanted to introduce two kinds of 
suppressive measures - Direct or Primary: ascertaining, watching, 
punishing the crime; Indirect or secondary: removing one chief cause, 
marriage expenses. 
He had also inaugurated some rules in Benares division for the 
prevention of female infanticide, which were like this: In every village 
one or more punches were to be selected from the punch of each sect to 
form a punchayat. The members of this punchayat were to be held 
responsible for the life and safety of every new bom girl, and that they 
were to be required to keep an eye over every girl born in the house of 
58. Ibid. 
59. Ibid, pp. 53-54. 
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60 Rajpoot. The low castes, such as the bearer caste, who served as menial 
servants, were to be warned to render information without exaggeration, 
or reservation, regarding birth and death of girls belonged to high caste 
suspected Rajpoot. Two Dursees midwives were to be appointed in every 
village in which Rajpoots resided. The midwives were to be required to 
give information to the punch immediately on the occurrence of a birth, 
and, in fact, of every case of pregnancy. The ceremony, which took place 
eight months after date of pregnancy, called "Athwansa", was to be 
strictly observed and notified to the punch, and in fact, to the neigbours 
and the inhabitants of the city in which it occur. A book of registry must 
be kept in each village, containing the following heads: 
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It was required that every birth and particulars connected with it be 
inserted in it. A copy of the above register was be required to send to the 
tehseel after six months. This report was to be inspected by the tehseeldar 
or the district officer. An immediate and close inquiry must be made on 
the spot by the punch of every village; if no report was made to them of a 
birth after the natural period of pregnancy had expired; if a girl died 
immediately after birth; if a girl of a month or two died; if a girl of more 
advanced age, but unmarried, died. A strict investigation was to be made 
by the Punch, as well as the relatives and midwife. In case of natural 
death the permission could be given to bury the child, otherwise, in case 
of suspicious death, a report was to be made to the tehseel. The guilty 
person was to be treated as a murderer. Those, who tried to screen the 
guilty person or knowingly allowed him to escape, or, neglected to give 
information, were to be dealt with as abettors in the murder etc.^ "^  In the 
next ten years perhaps British Officials were not taking interest in the 
implementation of the preventive measures among the suspected 
population in this province. Therefore, all the adopted preventive 
measures became discontinue. ^ 
63. Ibid, p. 55. 
64. Ibid, p. 14. 
65. Ibid. 
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In the meanwhile cases of female infanticide and human sacrifice 
were occurred in other provinces, and the local governments were trying 
to check this crime in different ways. 
In many districts of the Hill Tracts of Orissa the practice of female 
infanticide and human sacrifice was prevailed to a great extent. Many 
cases of these types came to the notice of captain A.C. Mcneill. He was 
the agent for the suppression of female infanticide and Meriah sacrifice. 
The government had appointed agents for the abrogation of these 
practices.*"^ One case of female infanticide, occurred in 1856 in hill tracts 
of Orissa, brought to captain Mcneill's notice. Lochro Magee was the 
inhabitant of the Jaipur district. His wife gave a birth to female infant. 
Then he had wrapped his female infant in a bundle of leaves and went in 
jungle. He had destroyed his female infant in jungle. The two persons 
had given a statement against him. When captain Mcneill had called him 
for his statement, he told him that his wife was prematurely confined. 
This was an ill-omen sign. If he did not destroy the child, some great evil 
66. Some guilty people gave the name of custom lo the crime of Female 
infanticide and some considered the birth of a female child as a calamity. 
Report of the Proceedings of the agent in the Hill tracks of Orissa during the 
season 1860-61, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 2 August 1861, Nos. 
1-3, p. 1,NAI. 
67. Proceedings of the agent in the Hill Tracts of Orissa in the trial of certain 
khonds connected of infanticide and sentenced to imprisonment for 6 months 
with labour in iron, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 19"^  March 1858, 
No. 68/70, pp. 12-13, NAI. 
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could overtake his village and others of his tribe. He was aware about the 
prohibition of the Government, even then he had destroyed the child. The 
other man who helped him in this crime defended himself by saying that 
he only carried out a custom. This custom had been descended from 
generations; from father to son, and which he was afraid to infringe. 
When the case was under investigation the 2" prisoner who helped 
Lochro Magee in this crime had died. Captain Mcneill gave a six months 
of imprisonment with hard labour in Irons to Lochro Magee on 17* 
January 1858.^ ^ 
Nintha Dombo, resided in Guddapore District of Chinna Kimedy. 
In 1858 he was convicted in case of female infanticide.^^ In the month of 
April 1857, his daughter in law gave a birth to female infant. He 
immediately placed the infant in a packet of leaves and carried it to the 
neighbouring jungles. Where he buried the bundle containing the child in 
a small hole on pit dug at the foot of a tree called "Munkadi Mullah. The 
three persons gave a statement against him. Nintha Dombo, in his own 
defence, gave a statement that the child was bom with a tooth, and if she 
would be allowed to live, the whole family would be suffered with great 
misfortune. And the great calamities would also overtake the village 
community. He had therefore committed infanticide knowing that he 
68. Ibid. 
69. Ibid. 
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would be punished at the hands of the Sircar. However, there was no 
direct evidence to prove the involvement of Nintha Dombo's son in this 
crime. Therefore, Captain Mcneill had given the punishment of six 
months' imprisonment with hard labour in Irons at Sooradah district of 
Chinna Kimedy to Nintha Dombo on 6*"^  February 1858. 
Several cases of female infanticide had occurred in 1860-61 in the 
Guddapore District. But due to lack of evidence many cases had been 
dismissed by Captain Mcneill. Only in three cases he got the evidence. 
The culprits were belonged to the tribe of Khonds. Captain Mcneill had 
given them the punishment of three months' imprisonment with hard 
labor in irons. Four cases of female infanticide had occurred in January 
1860 in the hill tracts of Orissa. The delinquent Khonds had sentenced to 
3 months simple imprisonment. 
The practice of human sacrifice was also existed in the hill tracts of 
Orissa. In the year 1860, one case of girl kidnapping and dedication to the 
"71 
Meriah deity had occurred in the Goomsur Khond tracts of Orissa. A 
young girl, about 13 years of age, had been kidnapped by one man named 
70. Report of the Proceedings of the agent in the Hill Tracts of Orissa during the 
season 1860-61, 2 August 1861, No. 1-3, Public, Home Department 
Proceedings, p. 2. 
71. Proceedings of the agent in the Hill Tracts of Orissa in the trial of certain 
Khonds connected of infanticide and sentenced to imprisonment for 6 months 
with labour in iron. Home Department Proceedings, Public, 19' March 1858, 
No. 68/70, p. 21, NAI. 
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Piddah Khonro. The girl was an orphan. She obtained her subsistence by 
begging alms. Piddah Khonro had enticed her away in the month of June 
72 )th 
or July in 1860. On the 13 August 1860, he made the girl undergo all 
the ceremonies of dedication to the Meriah Goddess with the view of 
sacrificing her in the month of January 1861. But the girl had been 
rescued. Captain Mcneill sent him a jail for two years imprisonment with 
hard labour. 
The number of children belonged to the Infanticidal Tribes, in the 
Hill Tracs of Sooradah district of Chinna Kimedy Talook from 1 to 6 
years old during the season 1860/61 were as follows: 
Age of Children 
1 year and under 
2 years and under 
3 years and under 
4 years and under 
5 years and under 
6 years and under 
Total 
Males 
278 
232 
238 
175 
144 
259 
1326 
Females 
231 
183 
191 
135 
83 
110 
933 
Pregnant 
Women 
181 
181 
72. Ibid, pp. 21-22. 
73. Ibid, pp. 22-23. 
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J 4 In the year 1860, 17 Meriahs were rescued in the Southern 
Districts of Chinna Kimedy Talook in the hill tracts of Orissa. They were 
registered and restored in adoption. 17 Meriahs in the same year were 
rescued from the Northern portion of Chinna Kimedy Taloolc. Out of 17 
Meriahs, 12 were given in adoption. 
The total number of Meriahs rescued in the Hill Tracts of Orissa 
during the season of 1860/61 were as follows: 75 
Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
Zaininclaries 
Goomsur 
Chinna 
Kimedy 
Kalahundy 
Jeypore 
Total 
Number of 
Meriahs 
Males 
-
14 
9 
26 
Females 
1 
13 
5 
3 
27 
Total Males and 
Females 
Males 
-
14 
3 
9 
26 
Females 
1 
13 
5 
8 
27 
Grand 
Total 
Males & 
Females 
1 
27 
8 
17 
53 
Restored to owners in 
adoption 
Males 
-
13 
2 
9 
24 
Females 
-
12 
3 
8 
23 
Brought to the low 
country 
Males 
-
1 
1 
-
2 
Females 
1 
1 
2 
-
4 
Those tribes who practiced the crime of human sacrifice were 
76 superstitious. If some natural calamity occurred, they believed that they 
74. The persons who were selected for the sacrifice to the Meriah Goddess were 
called Meriahs. Report of the Proceedings of the agent in the Hill Tracts of 
Orissa, during the season 1860-61, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 2 
August 1861, No. l-3,p. 2,NAI. 
75. Ibid, p. 8. 
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could eradicate this problem by human sacrifice. They could please 
Meriah Goddess by human sacrifice, and their Meriah Goddess would be 
saved them. 
When the Agents of the Government, to prevent the crime of 
female infanticide and human sacrifice in the hill tracts of Orissa, 
interrogated the people of suspected tribes about the renouncement of the 
77 
Meriah, they never gave a distinct and direct answers. They tried to 
avoid the question and replied like this "How can we sacrifice Meriahs 
78 
when the Sircar has taken them away." The school had been established 
for the rescued Meriahs or the children of Meriahs rescued in former 
years. In the year 1860-61, 45 children were attending the school. Six 
76. From last three seasons the rains were scanty in the Karoonde and Jeypore 
Kliond Tracts, and the crops and cattle suffered much in consequence. The 
human sacrifices was prohibited by the Government of India. The Khonds, 
dissatisfied and uneasy in their minds at the relinquishment of the Meriah, 
were only too anxious to revert to their long cherished rite-and with this object 
in view the appealed to the Pant Rajah of Tooamool for permission to 
sacrifice, and asked him for a Meriah. But the Pant Rajah of Tooamool refused 
to give them any meriah and informed them that human sacrifices had been 
prohibited. He told them that he could not, countenance any attempt at its 
revival. He offered them Buffaloes and sheep. But the khonds declined his 
offer. The khonds had decided that a public sacrifice should be placed at the 
full moon of Poosoo, which the usual time for these ceremonies. An elderly 
woman, who was an Agrarian slave purchased for five rupees, was accepted 
by them for sacrifice. The woman was removed to the village of 
puckregoodah, and there heavily ironed. Captain AC. McNeill, Agent to the 
Governor General for the Hill Tracts of Orissa to W. Grey, Secretary to the 
Government of the Proceedings of the agent in the Hill Tracts of Orissa the 
season 1861-61, Report of the Proceedings of the agent in the HiU Tracts of 
Orissa, during the season 1860-61, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 2 
August 1861, No. 1-3, pp. 3-4, NAI. 
77. Ibid, p. 5. 
78. Ibid. 
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children were learning Ooriah and Teloogoo and thirty nine children were 
learning Ooriah only. Captain Mcneill admitted that the yearly visits 
and regular supervision was essential to prevent female infanticide and 
human sacrifice in the hill tracts of Orissa.^ *^  He also recommended that 
the headmen of those villages in which the relative number of the sexes 
was proportional, should be received some mark of favor from 
Government. On 18* December 1861, the Supreme Government gave an 
order to suppress the barbarous rites of human sacrifice and the cruel 
custom of female infanticide among the Khonds and the maintain of 
Si 
peace and good order in their country. The British officials had an 
opinion that the object of suppression could only be secured by regular 
surveillance and timely interference. For this reason they were in favour 
of the maintenance of police system in the hill tracts of Orissa and Khond 
highlands of Ganjam District and Vizagapatam District of Madras 
Presidency. They advocated that Police posts should be established and 
armed police should be organized to prevent the crimes of female 
79. Ibid, p. 1 
80. The people of Khonds' openly accepted that the yearly repeated visits of the 
Agents refrained them from sacrificing. And the discontinuance of their visits 
would be the signal for a return to the old state of affairs. Ibid, p. 2. 
81. Arrangements consequent on the abolition of the special Agency for the 
suppression of Meriah sacrifice a female infanticide in the Hill tracts, Home 
Department Proceedings, Public, 3"^ June 1862, Nos. 1-9, p. 55, NAI. 
82. G.S. Forbes, Agent to Governor in Ganjam to T. Pycroft, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort Saint George, Proceedings of the Proceedings of the Madras 
Government, Judicial Department, 23 April 1862, Ibid, p. 56. 
83. Ibid. 
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infanticide and human sacrifice in suspected areas. According to them 
Inspectors of proved characters should be appointed in charge of 50 men 
to abolish these crimes in hill tracts and khond highlands. The British 
officials suggested that the Magisterial Agency should be provided and 
two well paid sub-Magistrates should be appointed there for the 
establishment of law and order. According to them temporary 
residences and cutcherries to the officers of the Police and Agency should 
be provided. They had an opinion that a yearly census of suspected 
villages and cooperation of khond head-men could eradicate the crime of 
female infanticide. On the suggestions of the British officials, the 
o r 
government of Madras had pursued this scheme and sanctioned Rupees 
2,000 for the buildings of Cutcherries and Residences in April 1862. 
In the Jounpore District, Benares Division, North-Westem 
Provinces, the preventive measures gradually introduced by British 
officials from 1789 to 1856, as mentioned before, were stopped and had 
not been re-organized till 1866.^ ^ But the usual inquiry into the cause of 
84. The cost of establishment for the two Sub-Magistrates, they recommended; 2 
Sub-Magistrates at 150 Rupees each, 2 Goomastahs at 25 Rupees each, 4 
Peons at 6 Rupees each. Ibid, p. 57. 
85. Ibid. 
86. In this Province the British officials were saying that due to mutiny the 
preventive measures gradually became discontinue. Female Infanticide in the 
Jounpore District, E.T. Atkinson, Assistant Magistrate, Jounpore, 4" 
September 1866, No. 12; Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 
1870 to prevent infanticide. Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 
August 1870, Nos. 36-45, p. 12,NAI 
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female child's sudden death was in force in the suspected villages of 
on 
Raree, and Unglee Pergunnahs (Pargana). The crime of female 
infanticide was existed to a great extent in the Pergunnah (Pargana) of 
Kerakut. Kerakut was the worst Pergunnah (Pargana) in the whole district 
oo 
in 1866. In this year E.T. Atkinson was the Assistant Magistrate of 
Jounpore District. He was doubthil about the inquiries made by the Police 
into the causes of female infants death. He obser\'ed that the enquiries 
made by police were not fair in this district. Raree, Unglee and Kerakut 
were the suspected Pergunnahs. He prepared a census, in 1866, of 147 
villages which placed under these pergunnahs (Parganas) and made a 
comparison of the results of his census with Mr. Moore's census of these 
Pergunnahs (Parganas) which had taken by him in 1856. 
The comparison, made by Atkinson, between the number of girls 
and boys under six years of age in 1856 and the number of girls and boys 
under six years of age in 1866 were as follows: 
87. The enquiry was made when the report was given of "Small-pox was caught 
and death ensued" or "that the child refused nourishment". Ibid, p. 14. 
88. In Kerakut Pergunnah the disproportion of sexes was excessive chiefly in 
these villages: Senapore, kunowrah, Koota, Koosmee, jurasee, Amrouna, 
deha, Beerapore, Mujtha, Moorkha, Koilaree, Ayelia, Dewar, Narainpore, 
hubsahie, boreurh, kuchwund, hissampore, Burmulpore, jumneebaree, chikee, 
Akhyepore, ibid, p. 13. 
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89 
7--?^^^ 
Year 
1856... 
1866... 
1856... 
1866... 
1856... 
1866... 
Number 
of 
Families 
306 
366 
1,129 
1,038 
1,754 
1,817 
Boys 
136 
174 
462 
634 
824 
753 
Girls 
Raree 
109 
130 
Unglee 
322 
519 
Kerakut 
214 
315 
Total 
245 
304 
984 
1,153 
1,038 
1,068 
Percentage 
of Girls 
44 
42 
32 
44 
20 
29 
Percentage 
of Boys 
56 
58 
68 
56 
80 
71 
Remarks 
In Unglee 20 villages 
have been examined 
which are not found in 
Mr. Moore's Report, and 
in Kerakut 10; this must 
be taken into account in 
comparing the results of 
the two census. They 
are: 
Unglee 
Families Boys Girls 
129 79 42 
Kerakut 
118 51 30 
90 Out of 964 girls between one and six years of age, and 260 
between six and 16, only 232 were married. The proportion between the 
sexes became better in Pergunnah (Pargana) Raree, except ^'few villages, 
as compared to the proportion between the sexes in Unglee and Kerakut 
pergunnahs (Parganas). The Rajkoomars and Kuchwahas were the 
principal tribes of unglee Pergunnah (Pargana). The practice of female 
infanticide had not been abandon by the people of these suspected tribes. 
In almost all their villages the disproportion between the sexes was on a 
89. Ibid. 
90. Ibid. 
91. Burchowlie, Butaha, Gourah, Mampore, Kliunsapore, were village where the 
crime of Female Infanticide was still prevalent as before, Ibid, p. 13. 
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great extent. The practice of female infanticide was in full force in 
Kerakut Pergunnah (Pargana). The disproportion of sexes was excessive 
in this Pergnnah also. The practice of female infanticide had given the 
birth of a trade of kidnapping of low caste girls and passing them off as 
Rajpootanis in these Pergunnahs. In 1865, a gang of nine had been 
captured and prosecuted. The kidnappers usually got Rupees 90 to 
Rupees 110 from the purchaser. 
The reformation which occurred from last ten years in Raree 
pergunnah (Pargana) was firstly due to the custom which was established 
by the bride's parents, viz., the custom of demanding money for their 
daughters. Secondly due to the annexation of the Oudh province, the 
crime had been diminished. A strong police had also been established on 
the borders and the culprits could not run across the border. All the 
systems of check introduced till 1856 were stopped due to the mutiny. 
Only one preventive measure, viz., the enquiries into the cause of female 
child's sudden death was in force in Raree and Unglee Pergurmahs 
(Pargana). But this system of check had been abandoned in Kerakut 
92. Ibid. 
93. Earlier the Father of the bride was to spend huge amount on the marriage of 
his daughter and also to give money as dowry. Atkinson observed that the 
reasons behind this crime were firstly, the people, who followed the practice 
of female infanticide, gave much importance to high marriages with superior 
clans; secondly, they had an aversion towards the terms of "Sala" (brother-in-
law) and "Sasur" (father-in-law); thirdly, due to the ordinary magistrate and 
police system it was not possible to obtain a conviction, Ibid, pp. 13-14. 
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Pergunnah (Pargana).^ "^ Atkinson was of an opinion that a special 
organization should be formed for the suppression of female infanticide. 
The police should be responsible towards its duty. The system of 
registration of infants births and deaths and registr> of marriages should 
be adopted. He was in favour of the introduction of the system in this 
district recommended and introduced by Mr. Moore in Benares division. 
An annual census should also be prepared under good supervision. 
Regular visits at uncertain intervals should be made to the suspected 
villages by officers. Special legislation to render conviction should be 
adopted in the Jounpore district. 
In 1867, the Commissioner of Benares division, North-Western 
Provinces, had a doubt that the crime of female infanticide existed among 
the Rajpoots of Amorha and Nuggur Pergunnahs (Parganas) in district 
Bustee.'^ ^ After some investigations he found that his fear was not 
groundless. The comparative ration of Rajpoot boys to girls was 4 to 1 in 
Tuppah Bungaon, in Tuppah Pooreina IV2 to 1 and in other places not less 
then 2 to 1. It was brought to his notice that in the existed villages there 
94. Ibid. 
95. A. Shakespeare, Commissioner, Benares Division, to the Secretary to the 
Government, North-Western Provinces, No. 230, Measures to be taken for 
putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent infanticide. Home Department 
Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, Nos. 36-45, p. 16, NAI. 
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were 42, 27, 28, 18, 28, 17 boys to 1 girl, or to none. The investigation 
conducted by the Commissioners of Benares was as follows:^^ 
Tuppah 
Bungaon 
Belwn 
Dobwlee 
Pooreina 
Ramgurh 
Secunderpore 
Villages 
Villages 
16 
16 
20 
19 
11 
19 
Rajpoots 
Boys 
215 
370 
490 
532 
263 
290 
Girls 
48 
177 
201 
70 
100 
136 
Other castes 
Boys 
889 
1,146 
1,229 
2,410 
840 
1,022 
Girls 
740 
883 
809 
2,034 
681 
857 
The results showed that the conditions were on its worst position in 
the Rajpoot castes. Hobart, joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of 
Bustee, on the recommendation of Shakespeare, Commissioner, Benares 
Division, made inquiries in 1868 about the prevalence of female 
infanticide. He adopted ten years as the limit for his enquiry. He found 
that the pratice of female infanticide was most extensively existed by 
Rajpoots in Pergunnahs of Amorha and Nuggur of Bustee district, North-
western Provinces. Amorha was held principally by the Soorujbuns tribe, 
and Nuggur by the Goutums.^'' The soorujbuns, Goutum, Kulhuns, Bais, 
Burwar, Chouhan, Hanra, Icousic, Ooyen, Belwar clans were addicted to 
96. Ibid. 
97, Mr. Moore in 1856 found that in 106 villages of bustee district the number of 
children were 1,213 boys and 326 girls, or percentage of 79 bys to 21 girls. In 
1868 Hobart found the same percentage of boys and girls in those 106 
villages, viz., 1,638 boys and 428 gids, or a percentage of 79 boys to 21 girls. 
Joint Magistrate and deputy collector of Bustee, to the Collector and 
Magistrate of Bustee, No. 122; Measures to be taken for putting in force Act 
VIII of 1870 to prevent infanticide. Home Department Proceedings, Public, 6 
August 1870, Nos. 36-45, p. 18, NAI. 
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this crime. The Soomjbunses of the Bharutdwaj clan were the highest 
caste of Rajpoots in this district. They were the most addicted to female 
infanticide. 145 villages were acquired in Pergunnah (Pargana) of 
Amorha by this clan. In 1868 in these 145 villages, they had 1,369 boys 
and 409 girls under 10 in their clan, viz., an average of 76 to 24 girls. Out 
of 145 villages, 85 villages contained 1,086 boys and 168 girls, i.e., an 
average of 86 to 14 girls. The position was little better among other 
castes. They had 5,589 boys and 4,043 girls.^^ The Soorujbunsee 
Bharutdwaj had two great sub-divisions, entitled Baboos and Koours. The 
Baboos was of high rank. Among 145 villages in 10 villages only one 
girl's marriage ceremony had taken place from last ten years.'°° Their 
tanks were said to be deep with infant's bones. The Soorujbunses made 
matrimonial relations with the Kulhunses of Oudh, Hanra, Bisyn, 
Chouhan, Sirneyt, Koushik, Bhudoria, Buchgottee, Bughel. Their average 
marriage expenses was about Rupees 160. The tribe of Goutums 
principally lived in Pergunnahs of Ourungabad Nuggur and 
Munsoornuggur. They inhabited 47 villages in these Pergunnah. In 22 
98. The neighbours of Soorujbunses spoke like this, "we've heard that the 
Soorujbunses of such a village kill their girls, but the gods know." Ibid, pp. 
18-19. 
99. Ibid, pp. 21-22. 
100. She was born and bred at the house of her mother's family, and who had not 
been permitted to come to her father's house. Ibid. 
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villages they contained 354 boys and 47 girls, i.e., 88 to 12 percent.'^' 
The general average of the children in this tribe was 77 boys to 23 girls. 
No girl existed in eight of these villages. In 15 of these villages no 
marriage was taken place for a decade of years. In the Pergunnah of 
Ourungabad Nuggur the percentage of children belonged to other castes 
was 56 boys to 44 girls, and of Rajpoots 63 boys to 37 girls. The 
Goutums of Nuggur were guilty of the practice of female infanticide. 
They married their girls to Biseyn, kulhums, Soorujbuns, Bais and 
Koushik clans. Their marriage expenses were about Rupees 300. The 
Rajah of Bustee was the head of the clan of Kulhuns. They were mainly 
lived in Munsoomuggur, Bustee. They lived in 47 villages. The 
percentage of children in their ten villages, in 1868, were 177 boys to 65 
girls. In Abhaipore village the average was 17 boys and two girls, and in 
Ooska village with 15 boys and three girls. In four villages no marriage 
1 A T 
had taken place. They married their daughters in the clans of 
Soorujbuns, Biseyn, Goutum. The average rate of their marriage expenses 
was about Rupees 220. The Burwars lived in 25 villages in Amorha and 
101. When Hobarl; asked a leading Thakoor, Sheo Ghoolam Singh, Koour of 
Gouhunia, whether he should not be invited the Bhadawur people to a 
conference on infanticide, Thakoor shouted - "ask them! They are the very 
worst offenders; dig up their floors; they are paved with skulls." Ibid, p. 21. 
102. Deen Dyal Singh, of Bishoondspore, had spent Rupees 1,000 in marriage 
ceremony, and Drig Bijjai Singh, Koour, spent Rupees 2,000 in marriage 
ceremony. Ibid, p. 22. 
103. Ibid. 
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Ourungabad Nuggur, with an average percentage of 63 boys to 37 girls in 
1868. They married their daughters to Putwars, Bais, Routars, Simeyts, 
Soorujbuns and Kulhuns. The tribe of Choohan inhabited 20 villages in 
this district, with an average percentage of 77 boys to 23 girls. Of these 
villages seven villages contained 83 boys and 15 girls. They married their 
daughters to the Bhudorias, Kulhuns, Rajkomar, Bhaleysooltan, 
soorujbuns, Routar and simeyts. They spent about an average of Rupees 
400 on their weddings. The proportion of the sexes became improved 
from 1856 in the tribe of Hanras. They inhabited four villages in the north 
of the district. In 1856, they contained no girl, but in 1868 they had six 
girls. 
The percentages of Rajpoots girls were very low in this district. 
But generally when a girl child bom in the house of her mother's family 
was always preserved alive. Once a child had sucked its mother's 
breast, it was allowed to live. The sickly little girls were very great in 
number in this district in 1868. 
An evil consequence of this atrocious crime of female infanticide 
was the establishment of matrimonial trade in this District. The number of 
girls were decreasing and the demand of girls for matrimonial alliance 
was increasing. The kidnapping of girls was started. The people were 
104. Ibid. 
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selling and purchasing little girls for marriage relations. "^ ^ The custom of 
demanding money for their daughters in marriage ceremonies was also 
existed.'^"' The want of women was getting more and more felt in this 
district, especially in Amorha. The Simeyts clan of Musehra, Pergunnah 
(Pargana) Ruttunpore Bansee, perhaps started to acknowledge the 
problems, which occurred due to the low percentage of girls. Therefore, 
they allowed their daughters to grow up to womanhood. The girls were 
not allowed to get married till the age of womanhood. The number of 
unmarried males above ten years of age among six of the suspected tribes 
in the suspected villages were 41 percent. Hobart had suggested to the 
Commissioner that a special agency should be organized to suppress the 
female infanticide. The culprits maintained great secrecy while 
committing the crime, and left no proof The report never reached the 
police station. Therefore, a special agency was necessary. With all the 
preventive measures, viz., the formation of punchayets to regulate the 
marriage expenses; the deputation of a special Government officer for the 
same purpose; the agency of the village midwife of paid chumarins; of a 
105. The Rathores were generally said to take a sum of money from their 
daughter's husband, Ibid, p. 24. 
106. The Pulwars of Azimghur were said to import large numbers of girls annually, 
Ibid. 
107. Ibid. 
108. The people put sah, opium in the mouth of a girl child, or refused to give the 
child milk to kill the female baby. This crime was committed in secret, Ibid, 
p.24. 
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special police force; the issue of a Government sumptuary law; the 
absolute prohibition of dowry, - the agreements should also be taken from 
all suspected villages not to practise the crime. The commission of 
Benares division concluded that the custom of female infanticide was 
practiced in the Bustee district. He suggested to the government of North-
western Provinces that the legislative interference was urgently called for 
to suppress the barbarous crime of female infanticide. ^ °^  
109. Ibid. 
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Table: The principal tribes of Rajpoots inhabited villages investigated and suspected of practicing female 
infanticide in the Bustee District."^ 
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Name of tribe residing in the 
villages entered in column 1. 
Soorujbuns (Bharutdwaj) 
Bais (Bharutdwaj) 
Burwar (Bharutdwaj) 
Chouhan (Buch) 
Goutum (Goutum) 
Kulhuns (Ungresh) 
Total 
Number of 
male adult 
Rajpoots 
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CD 
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to 
1,756 
119 
105 
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461 
232 
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1,224 
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31 
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15 
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65 
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86.709 
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73.03 
84.69 
88.27 
73.14 
84.19 
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15.306 
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26.85 
15.808 
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Table: The principal tribes of Rajpoots inhabited villages not investigated, as shown by the census paper of 
1865, in the Bustee District."' 
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13 
27 
37 
330 
Name of tribe residing in 
the villages entered in 
column 1. 
Soorujbuns (Bharutdwaj) 
Bais (Bharutdwaj) 
Burwar (Bharutdwaj) 
Chouhan (Buch) 
Goutum (Goutum) 
Kulhuns (Ungresh) 
Total 
Men 
1,225 
682 
71 
39 
253 
226 
2,496 
Rajpoots 
Women 
1,080 
572 
56 
29 
21 
223 
2,171 
Boys 
under 
twelve 
years of 
age 
660 
377 
27 
18 
136 
144 
1,362 
Girls 
under 
twelve 
years of 
age 
447 
310 
30 
15 
114 
147 
1,063 
Percentage 
Boys 
59.62 
54.88 
47.37 
54.545 
54.4 
49.485 
56.165 
Girls 
40.088 
45.125 
52.63 
45.42 
45.6 
50.515 
43.834 
Remarks 
112. Ibid, p. 39. 
113. Ibid. 
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The existence of the practice of female infanticide in the North 
Western Provinces had been brought to the notice of the Central 
Government by R. Simson, Secretary to Government, North Western 
Provinces. He also sent a request to the central government for the 
adoption of some legislative measure to suppress the barbarous 
tendencies towards female infanticide. He admitted that the present state 
of the law was responsible for the existence of this cruel practice of 
1 1 7 
female infanticide. In order to check this cruel practice of female 
infanticide he wanted to enforce an inspection at the time of infants 
births, and to control the action of the dhaies, and to make certain 
members of the family responsible for their safety. Rajah Lall Mahender 
Purtab Singh, rajah of Bansee, a Sirneyt, had mamed his nephew and 
four of his clansmen without accepting any dowry. And in April 1867, 
his son was married to the daughter of the Rajah of Mara, Zillah 
Allahabad. He had accepted only one gold mohur in "Tilluk", and he 
accepted no in Urdu it is Jahez (Dowry) in Hindi it is "Dahej"."^ Simson 
had also appreciated the Rajah of Bansee to set an attractive example of 
an economical marriage ceremony before other Rajpoots. Simson 
believed that the example created by the Rajah of Bansee would be 
117. Ibid, p. 42. 
118. Ibid, p. 24. 
119. Ibid. 
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followed by others, and so lead to a diminution in the crime of 
infanticide. 
In 1834 only 603 girls were alive in Bombay Presidency.'^ *^ The 
Rajpoot tribes, for instance; Jerrejah Rajpoots of Pahlunpore and 
Marwaree Rajpoots of Mahee Kanta, inhabited in the Native states of 
Bombay; under the jurisdiction of Bombay Government, were suspected 
to commit the crime of female infanticide. The infant births, infant 
deaths and marriages of females among the tribe of Jerrejah Rajpoots in 
districts under the pahlunpore Superintendency for the years of 1866, 
1867, 1868 were as follows: 
122 
r'-7^3o 
Male births 
Deaths among males below the 
age of 10 
Female births 
Deaths among females below the 
age of 10 
Females married out of the tribe 
Females married into the tribe 
1866 
26 
12 
40 
24 
10 
9 
1867 
31 
9 
29 
23 
7 
8 
1868 
35 
11 
31 
14 
7 
17 
By the report it becomes clear that in the year 1868 four more boys 
than girls were born, while three more girls than boys were died. This 
120. E.P. Arthur, Political Superintendent, Pahlunpore to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay, Political Department, No. 240, 3"* May 1869; 
Suppression of Infanticide in certain Native states under the jurisdiction of the 
Government of Bombay and 1 K.W., Home Department Proceedings, Public 
A, 30 July 1870, Index Nos. 204-211, No. 160-167, p. 9, NAl. 
121. Ibid. 
122. Ibid. 
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difference was so insignificant that it gave the birth to suspicion of female 
infanticide. Sometimes this government gave financial aid for the 
marriage of parents grown up daughters. This was the one part of 
preventive measures applied among the suspected clans.'^"^ The Marwaree 
Rajpoots of Mahee Kanta native state were also under suspicion. From 
the year of 1865 to 1869 the percentage of deaths to births among the 
female was 18.82, and among the males 17.64.'^^ In the Mahee Kanta the 
total number of male births and deaths below the age often, female births 
and deaths below the age often, females married out of the tribe, females 
married into the tribe, from 1865 to 1869 were as follows: 
1865 1866 1867 1868 1869 
Male births 
Deaths 
Female births 
Deaths 
Females married out of the tribe 
38 
10 
46 
14 
14 
26 
15 
39 
22 
9 
57 
19 
49 
21 
11 
50 
19 
39 
18 
10 
37 
22 
43 
15 
13 
Females married into the tribe 6 4 11 
123. Ibid. 
124. In 1868 seven girls were married out of the tribe. The father of the girl was not 
able to bear the burden of marriage expensive and he applied for some 
financial aid for the marriage of his grown up daughter. An endowment of 
Rupees 100 was accordingly bestowed on the girl for the purpose by the 
government. Ibid, p. 14. 
125. Lieutenant-Colonel J. Black, Political Agent, Mahee Kanta to C. Gonne, 
Secretary to the Government of Bombay, No. 612, 22"^ * June 1869, pp. 14-15, 
Ibid. 
126. Ibid, p. 26 
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This government established Mahee Kanta Infanticide Fund for 
pecuniary assistance for the marriage of parents' grown up daughters. 
This government had also imposed fine on those parents whose daughters 
died due to their negligenceis and submitted this money in Mahee Kanta 
Infanticide Fund. 
1 97 
The fines which had been imposed in 1868 on the parents of 
those girls, who died due to their parents' negligencies were as follows: 
Rs.As.P. 
1^ ' June 1868 Fine imposed on Thakore Bharutsing Gopalsing of 25.00 
Mhow for allowing the corpse of the unmarried 
daughter of Tuktajee Hurukjee of that place to be 
burnt without proper enquiry being made by the 
nearest carcoon as to the cause of her death in 
1866. 
F^  .fune 1868 Fine imposed on Maljee Lukhjee Toour of Oondee 30.00 
for neglecting to give medicine to his daughter of 
one year's age while she was sick, who died in 
1865. 
4 '^\lune 1868 Fine imposed on Songura Punjee Bhowansing of 5.00 
Bolodra for not getting his daughter vaccinated, 
aged one year and 11 months, who died of small 
pox in 1866 
4^ '^  June 1868 Fine imposed on thakoor Bharutsing of Bolodra for 5.00 
his negligence in the above case. 
4"'June 1868 Fine imposed on Thakoor godabsing Jeewjee of 10.00 
hatherwa for allowing the corpse of the daughter 
(aged 10 months) of dema Wunjee hurojee of the 
same place to be burnt without proper enquiry 
being made by the nearest Carcoon as to her death 
in 1867. 
4"^  June 1868 Fine imposed on Jadow Nathjee Himatajee of 5.00 
127. Ibid, p. 25. 
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Mota Kotra for not getting his daughter vaccinated, 
aged 10 years, who died of smail-pox 
1 '^July 1868 Fine imposed Munglia Tuktajee Hurukjee of 5.00 
Mhow for not getting his daughter vaccinated, 
aged about 14 years, who died of small-pox in 
1866. 
16"VuIy 1868 Fine imposed on Toover Uthjee .Jorejee of 10.00 
Oondnee for not reporting the pregnancy of his 
wife in 1867. 
1?"^  July 1868 Fine imposed on Dema Wunjee Hurojee hatherwa 25.00 
for burning the corpse of his daughter, aged 10 
months, without an enquiry being made by the 
nearest carcoon as to the cause of her death. 
Total 120.00 
The horrid practice of female infanticide was firstly discovered in 
the Punjab Province in 1851 among the Bedis of Dera Baba Nanak. Sir 
Robert Montgomery mentioned the names of many tribes which practised 
this crime in Punjab. He mentioned in his minute that the Rajpoots 
(Rajputs), who inhabited the North-West parts of the Umbala (Ambala) 
district; in the Tehseeldar division of Roopur and Khurun; in some 
Rajpoot villages of Thanesur and Kaeethul, the Burars of the Feerozpore 
district; who lived Pergunnahs (Parganas) Maree, fureedkot and 
Kotkapoora, the Bedees in the Jullundhur and Hosheearpoor districts, the 
khatrees and also some Brahmins, practised female infanticide. The 
128. Report on the prevalence of Female Infanticide in the Punjab, Home 
Department Proceedings, Police-A, January 1911, Nos. 38-39, p. 8, NAI. 
129. Ibid, pp. 8-11. 
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British officials attributed the causes of this crime to the excessive 
expenditure necessitated by custom on weddings, and to take wives from 
higher grade, and could not give wives to a lower grade. Therefore, they 
believed that it was necessary to urge those classes, which practised the 
female infanticide, to consider the idea of equal marriages to brought the 
crime to an end.'"^ *^  Many 'preventive measures' were applied in this 
province by the British administrators to check this practice. To give 
financial aid from the public funds of Chungi or Lav/aris Funds to parents 
111 
of girls for marriage expenses was one of them. 
But on the subject of female infanticide Pundit Motilal, Khatju, 
Extra Assistant Commissiner and Mir Munshi, Punjab Secretariat, had a 
different opinion from others. He did not blame the social customs, viz., 
the pride of race and heavy expenses in marriage ceremonies of 
119 
daughters, to the prevalence this crime. He believed that the moral 
wickedness of those families, which practised the crime, was the root 
cause of this crime. Because not all Rajput families, nor all the Khatri 
tribes, nor even all the families composed any particular section of tribes, 
destroyed their daughters. This practise was prevailed among their 
130. Ibid. 
131. Suppression of Female Infanticide, Home Department Proceedings, Public, 20 
August 1870, Nos. 96-98, p. 17, NAI. 
132. Ibid, p. 13. 
133. Ibid, pp. 13-15. 
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ancestors, so that was the reason they did so. He also gave his proposals 
to the government to eradicate the practice of female infanticide.'^ "* He 
suggested that a European officer should be appointed to visit all the 
suspected districts of the province and to collect the information about 
this crime. He should be given all the information to the government, and 
then the government should be adopted some measures to abolish the 
crime, according to the circumstances of each locality and the extent of 
1 T C 
the crime. In villages where the infanticide population was not large 
the female members of the family of the Lambardar and Patwari should 
be required to watch every expectant mother in a suspected family, and 
one member of the family of the Lambardar and Patwari each should be 
invariably present at the time of confinement. But in large towns one or 
more European midwives should be appointed to watch expectant 
mothers, and to accompany the native midwife at the time of confinement 
the native midwives being bound under heavy penalties not to serve on 
such occasions without inviting the European midwife to accompany 
them. The birth of a female child should be reported at once by the native 
midwife, by the direction of the European woman or by a police officer 
not below the rank of a sergeant. This police officer should always be 
accompanied the European midwife on the occasion of her visits to the 
134. Ibid, p. 22. 
135. Ibid. 
82 
families - to the Sub-Assistant Surgeon who should be specially located 
at the town for the purpose. The child immediately after birth should be 
examined by the Sub-Assistant Surgeon. A post-martem examination 
should be made in any case of sudden death. The mother and father both 
should be punished by the Indian Penal Code. To protect European 
midwives a strong police guard should be maintained in the town. All 
expenses - the salaries of the European midwives and the Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon, and the cost of the Police guard - should be defrayed from the 
proceeds of a tax which should be levied on the suspected families.'^^ The 
government of Punjab gave pecuniary aid, the public funds of Chungi or 
Lawaris Funds, to parents of girls to enable them to defray the expenses 
of the marriages of girls. But Pundit Motilal was not in favour of this 
financial assistance to brides' parents. But he suggested that a present of 
Rs. 10 or 20 each should be given in two half-yearly installments to the 
Lambardar's and putwari's women from these funds. 
Pundit Motilal believed that these measures would be 
advantageous for the British Government to adopt. However, Pundit 
Motilal did not blame social customs as the reasons for the practise of 
female infanticide, but even though E.G. Bayley, Secretary to the 
Government of India, believed that the pride of race was the root cause of 
136. Ibid, p. 17. 
137. Ibid, p. 13. 
83 
the female infanticide and it could be broken down by more general 
1 TO 
intercourse and by education. 
Many remedial or preventive measures, such as; to establish special 
police agency, to bind Lambdardars and other headmen of villages and 
towns by agreement, to report cases of female infanticide, and to watch 
closely the families known to practise or suspected of practicing this 
crime, to record the births of female children and cases of female 
infanticide in the patwari's diary, to appoint European midwives and 
European Surgeon, to give rewards to the parents of girls, Rajput 
assemblies arranged by British magistrates to discuss reductions in the 
expense of marrying a daughter, etc., had been proposed and adopted by 
local governments from 1789 to 1869. 
These repressive systems adopted by the local governments to 
suppress the crime of female infanticide were appeared to produce good 
results. But now the Government of India concluded that a legislative 
measure was very much required to eradicate the sinful act of female 
infanticide. Therefore, with the object to suppress the female 
infanticide from its root the Supreme Government in 1870 had passed a 
138. Ibid. 
139. Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, Public, K.W. Proceedings, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45, p. 42, NAI. 
140. Ibid. 
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female infanticide Act VIII of 1870. The female infanticide Act was 
chiefly based on the repressive methods instituted by Mr. Gubins,'"*^ the 
Magistrate of Agra district in 1852. The British administrators had also 
applied these remedial measures in the Mainpuri, and Basti districts and 
got fruitful results to some extent. Therefore, the preventive measures 
instituted by Mr. Gubbins were the base of this Act. The preventive 
measures introduced by Mr. Gubbins in Agra district had a similarity with 
the preventive measures of Mr. R. Montgomery, introduced by him in 
] 839 in Allahabad Division.'^^ 
141. According to Mr. Gubbins, the reduction of expense, the adoption of equal 
marriages would be followed as the preventive measures; Demi-official note 
from Mr. Benson, to the Collector of Agra, 15"" February 1870, Ibid. p. 42. 
142. In 1854, in Bah Pinnahat tehsil in Agra district, the proportion in 1,000 of 
children was 322 of girls, in 1865 it was 407, and in 1869, 427. And in other 
castes the proportion was about 438 girls in 1,000 children. In other words in 
1854 the percentage of girls was 32.3 percent. In 1869 the percent of girls was 
40.2 percent. Mr. Benson, Collector of Agra, admitted that the proportion of 
Thakoor girls was nearly to be sufficient. And in 1869-70 the mortality 
amongst boys under six was 37 percent of births, and of girls only 39 in Bah 
Pinnahat tehsil. In the Mynpoory district among the population of children in 
1866, 1,554 were girls and 2,025 were boys, in 1867; 1,656 were girls and 
2,019 were boys, in 1868; 2,019 were girls and 2,414 were boys, and in 1869; 
1,707 were girls and 2,000 were boys. In other words in 1869 girls constituted 
43 to 46 percent of the total minor population amongst the groups suspected of 
practicing female infanticide. In one village, Narainpore, of Mynpoory district, 
in 1865-66 no girls under six years were to be found. But in June 1870, there 
were six girls to 11 boys, all under the age of tliree years and a half In 
Futtehabad tehsil, the proportions rose from 30 percent in 1854 to 43 percent 
in 1869, W. Lane, Magistrate of Mynpoory to C.A. Elliot, Officiating 
Secretary to the Govt., N.W Provs, 2"'^  June 1870. Ibid, pp. 71-72. 
143. Some rules for the suppression of female infanticide were put into force in 
Allahabad division by Sir Robert Montgomery in 1839. The results were 
marvelous. In 1840, three female infants survived among the guilty clans, in 
1841, there were 14, and in 1842 no less than 28 female children survived 
their birth. In 1865, the percentage of Rajpoot girls among the suspected clans 
was 43.8 and the percentage of girls of other castes was 44.98. According to 
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When the "Bill for the prevention of Female Infanticide" was under 
discussion before the enforcement of the Act, British Officials were of an 
opinion that the operation of any Act which might be put in force to 
suppress the crime of female infanticide should not be limited to any 
particular tract or portion of the district, in which tribes and families 
practised infanticide were spread about north, south, east and west. It 
would be advantageous to enforce the Act territorially, i.e., by 
pergunnahs (Pargana) towns and villages, and not by clans or casts.''^'^ 
According to them the cause of the crime was two fold in cost of 
marriage and custom.'"^^ They admitted that the culprits were getting more 
involved in this crime due to the exemption from punishment and 
therefore gradually this crime became a custom. They advocated that the 
T.W. Rawlins, Assistant Magistrate of Allahabad, the crime of female 
infanticide was on the declined, for many years past. All the guilty classes of 
the Bara tehsil in Allahabad division admitted that the former prevalence of 
the crime was now a thing of the past. An important and unforgettable step 
had also been taken in the Bara tehsil by the administration. A girls' school 
had been established in this district of Manpore; inhabited by 30 families of 
Purihar clan and the largest population of Rajpoots lived in this district. Their 
girls attended this school in large numbers. In 1869, in 93 villages of Bara 
pergunnah amongst the population of children 412 were girls under 12 years, 
and 429 were boys. The percentage of girls was 49. The Kuchwaha, 
Bhurdewariya and Purihar were the most guilty clans which committed the 
practise of female infanticide. In 1869, the percentage of girls exceeded the by 
the percentage of girls were 69, 63 and 56 respectively. 
T.W. Rawlins, Assistant Magistrate of Allahabad to J.C. Robertson, 
Officiating Magistrate of Allahabad, Ibid, pp. 66-69. 
144. Extract of a letter from the Magistrate of Saharunpoe, no. 79, 16"" February 
1870; Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide. Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45, p. 56. 
145. Demi-Official note from Mr. Benson to the Collector of Agra, 15"" February 
1870, Ibid, p. 61. 
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law should be operated with the object to get rid of this custom of female 
infanticide by suppressing a class of girls' killers. They believed that 
these girls' killers were much harmful to society then the thugs of old, 
who proceeded inconspicuously to destroy the helpless victims. 
Therefore, law should be applied, strongly to suppress this sinful crime.'''^ 
Any system to eradicate the female infanticide would be possible through 
the appointment of some responsible person at the birth of every child in 
a suspected Rajpoot's house. In suspected villages some respectable 
women such as Brahmin widows could be placed as supervisors of 
suspected families. According to them the provisions should be made for 
reporting the illness of female children. ^'^ The local government should 
be empowered to make responsible someone for the information of the 
female infant birth. Because the women's husbands did a job at a long 
distance from home and visited at intervals. But undoubtedly the crime 
committed with his consent, if not at his command. When the report 
about the death of female infant sent to the authorities, the body had been 
burned, buried, or otherwise disposed of And during the investigations 
culprits usually gave an excuse that due to the purdah system the women 
could not appeared in public and male members were not present at 
home. They had an another option to a escape from the investigations. 
146. Extract of a letter from the Judge of Moradabad, 26"' February 1870, Ibid, 
p.57. 
147. Ibid, pp. 57-58. 
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viz., they sent a woman to another district, wherein preventive measures 
were not in force, for her confinement. The British officials were in 
favour of the maintenance of pregnancies' registers in those areas where 
conditions were worst and no female children existed. In this way the 
authorities would be awarded about the birth of infants. They were 
expected that through the provisions of this Act a special system of police 
surveillance would be carried out not only to eradicate the crime of 
female infanticide from the notoriously criminal areas, but also to 
supervise those areas where the people were not practised the female 
infanticide to a great extent, but still attached with crime.'^ *^ While some 
recommended that the special police force of different castes in excess 
should be established for the district class or family, and which would be 
employed on the special task of suppressing the female infanticide under 
this Act. The report, about the births and deaths of the female infants and 
about the marriages of girls, should be given by this special police, and 
by the father or head of the family presented at the time.'^' The report of 
the births should also be given by the midwives because one of the 
registered wives should be presented at a birth. According to them the 
148. Extract of a letter from the Judge of Small Cause Court, Allahabad, 28* 
Februaryl870, Ibid,p. 58. 
149. Ibid. 
150. Extract of a letter from Mr. C.A. Elliot, Farrukhabad, Ibid, p. 59. 
151. Extract of a letter from the Officiating Judge of Azimghur, No. 16, 7"^  March 
1870, Ibid, p. 60. 
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midwives could be an excellent supervisors. They were in favour of the 
regular supervision of police after the report of the birth. The girl under 
six years of age should be watched carefully by the special police at 
regular intervals. On the matter of the regulation of marriage expenses 
some officials had an idea that the appointment of Marriage 
Commissioner" would be better for this purpose under this Act. Every 
marriage would be taken place with his consent. He should be present at 
every marriage with one or two subordinates. He should be made enquiry 
into marriage about the clothes, jewels, or cash. Some officials wanted to 
leave this matter to panchayats of the chief men of the castes, to be 
approved by the local government. The proposal was also given that 
under this Act, which might be put into force, the possession of a 
kidnapped or abducted person should be an offence with a fine up to 
Rupees 500, and this irrespective of proof of knowledge, on the part of 
the offender, that the woman had been obtained by kidnapping or 
abduction.'^^ And the possession of a kidnapped, or abducted person, 
with such knowledge, should be deemed an offence punishable with the 
same punishment as was awardable under the Indian Penal Code to 
persons who actually kidnapped or abducted the woman. According to 
them Laws should be adopted to the conditions and feelings of the people 
152. Extract of a letter from Mr. C.A. Elliott, Farrukhabad, Ibid, pp. 59-60. 
153. Note by the Honorable Mr. Justice Turner, Ibid, p. 64. 
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among whom it would be operated.'^ "* After lots of discussions the 
Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 had been passed by the Supreme 
Government in 1870. 
The provisions of the Act VIII of 1870 were to be applied to all 
settlements where the proportion of girls to the total minor population 
was less than 40 percent.'^^ This was increased to 50 percent in 1895. 
The census was to be taken of the lineages and clans in the proclaimed 
tracts and villages within every one to three years. The whole non-adult 
and adult population was to be counted.^ ^^ The sex ratios of the adult and 
minor population, pregnancies, marriages, and arrivals and removals of 
all women and children, particularly little girls, from the proclaimed 
1 CO 
villages were to be comprised in the census. The births and deaths of 
all children, especially females, below the age of 1 year were to be 
registered in the census.'^^ The details of the census were to be recorded 
in special registers. Inquiry was to be held immediately by the local 
154. W. Lane, Officiating Magistrate of Mynpoory to C.A. Elliott, Officiating 
Secretary to the Government, North-Western Provinces, 2"*^  June 1870, No. 
130, Ibid, pp. 75-76. 
155. Officiating Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces to Officiating 
Secretary to Government of India, Home Department, 14'^  December 1870, 
Selections, p. 105. 
156. Notification No. 269, 26* April 1895, Government of India, Home Police 
(Part A), Nos. 61-62, National Archives India (NAI). 
157. Notification of the Home Department, lO"^  February 1871, North-Westem 
Provinces, Judicial (Infanticide) Proceedings, Index No. 3, Progs. No. 80B, 7^  
October 1871, Vol. 54, p. 134, Uttar Pradesh State Archives, Lucknow. 
158. Ibid, p. 136. 
159. Ibid, p. 135. 
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police on the death of all female infants under the age of 6 months. 
Unless the result was one which entirely cleared the case from suspicion, 
the body was to be forwarded for examination to the Civil Surgeon.'^° 
The girls under the age of 12 was to be carefully watched by the census 
officials and local investigators. It was after 1893 focus of the Act was on 
those children who were under the age of 6 and not 12.'^' A nominal 
register (A) was to be maintained, in which details of all proclaimed 
families were to be mentioned by the Police under the orders of the 
Magistrate of the district. In this register recognized heads of families or 
masters of separate households were to be entered as the heads of 
families, and every member of the family habitually resident in the 
village was to be entered by name. All persons under the twelve were 
to be entered as children, except married female children lived with their 
husbands, who would be deemed to be adult females. A separate Register 
(B) was to be maintained, which would be called the "Private register of 
proclaimed families in specially guilty villages." In this register the 
160. Officiating Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces, to All 
Magistrate of Districts Proclaimed Under the Infanticide Act, 14"^  March 
1871, North-Western Provinces Judicial (Infanticide) Proceedings, Index No. 
4, Progs. No. 80C, 7* October 1871, Vol. 54, p. 141, Uttar Pradesh State 
Archives, Lucknow (hereafter UPSA). 
161. Notification No. 269, 26* April 1895, Government of India (hereafter GOI), 
Home (Police) Part A, Nos. 61-62, NAI. 
162. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Furrukhabad District, Home Department Proceediings, Police, August 
1877, Nos. 27 and 28, p. 69, NAI. 
163. Ibid. 
91 
proportion of female children to children on a proclaimed population of 
not less than 25 children was less than 25 percent was to be called 
"special guilty" villages, and was to entered in a separate Register (B)."''* 
This register was to be open to inspection only by the officers of the 
district. The person who was registered as the head of a proclaimed 
family was to be responsible to report immediately the occurrence of 
every birth and death and the illness of any female child in his family to 
be Choukidar of the village.'^^ All children in his family was to be 
presented by him, when required to produce them, for the inspection of a 
Police Officer visited the village. A register of all midwives was to be 
kept at local police station.'^^ All midwives were to report about the birth 
or the illness of every new bom child in the proclaimed family to the 
Choukidar of the village. They were also to be reported about the 
pregnancies of the women belonged to proclaimed families. After 
1874, midwives were also supposed to report instances in which they had 
not been called into attend at a delivery. 
In the every proclaimed village the Choukidar was to be appointed 
to report to the officer in charge of the police station the occurrence of a 
164. Ibid. 
165. Ibid. 
166. Ibid. 
167. Ibid. 
168. Ibid. 
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birth, whether male or female, in a proclaimed family, the death of a 
female infant under six months old, the illness of a female child; and 
removal of a pregnant woman to another village.'^^ The Act declared that 
in all proclaimed villages, the choukidar must not be either a relation, 
connection, or of the same caste as the proclaimed families. If the 
proportion of female children in a proclaimed village had not been risen 
to more than 25 percent, the Lieutenant Governor might be directed that 
every person registered as the head of a proclaimed family in that village 
was to be personally bound to report to the officer-in-charge of the police 
station every pregnancy in his family at some period before the seventh 
1 71 
month. The zamindars of the villages were to assist to the police in 
drawn up Register A, and in obtain information regarding all births, 
marriages, and deaths occurred, or about to occur, among proclaimed 
families. All expenses incurred in working the system sanctioned by 
Act VIII of 1870 were to be defrayed by the proclaimed clans and 
families, and were to be recoverable as arrears of land revenue. A 
special police force was to be appointed by the local government where 
the crime was so prevalent, and the number of the proclaimed villages so 
169. Ibid. 
170. Ibid. 
171. Ibid. 
172. Ibid. 
173. Ibid. 
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great to carry out measures of prevention and detection.''''* The 
lambardars of all proclaimed villages to assist in the enforcement of any 
rules for making and maintaining registers relating to births, deaths and 
marriages in the proclaimed areas, to make a census of the suspected 
groups wherever necessary, and to prescribe how and by whom 
information on various matters was to be given to the proper officers. 
The dais, chaukidars, lambardars and local police officials were to be 
punished on their negligencies towards their job.'^" In those villages, in 
which the percentage of girls was less than 25 percent of the child 
population, all pregnancies were to be reported to the police station. This 
was not to be done in those villages where the percentage of girls was 
above 25 percent and less than 40 percent. 
When the Female Infanticide Act of 1870 had been passed some 
British administrators were very optimistic about the success of this Act. 
They believed that this sinfial crime of female infanticide could be 
destroyed from the society in a brief period if the provisions of this Act 
174. Ibid. 
175. Ibid. 
176. Notification of the Home Department, lO"^  February 1871, North-Western 
Provinces hereafter (NWP) Judicial (Infanticide) Proceedings (hereafter JIP), 
Index No. 3, Progs. No. 80B, 7* October 1871, Vol. 54, UPSA, p. 134. 
177. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Furrukhabad District, Home Department Proceedings, Police, August 
I877,Nos.27&28,p.69,NAI. 
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1 78 
would be applied strongly by the native states. But E.C. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India, had a different opinion. He 
believed that this crime could not be suppressed from the society within a 
short period. It would be required one or two generations. 
On l'^ ' June 1870 the government of North-Western Provinces had 
issued some instructions to all district officers in the N.W.P. for the 
immediate adoption of the preliminary steps for putting in force Act VIII 
of 1870 to suppress infanticide.'^° An order had been given by this 
government that where in any pergunnah (Pargana), town or village, or in 
any caste, clan or aggregation of families, the ratio of girls to boys was 
less than 40 percent, such locality or clan was to be included in the 
category of "suspected"'^^ and recommended for treatment under the Act. 
From the information thus procured the tehseeldar was to be furnished the 
magistrate with a return in the subjoined form, which was to be specified 
either territorially, or by castes, or in both ways, the places and clans to 
which the Act should be applied, the grounds of report, or in the column 
178. Measures to be taken for putting in force Act VIII of 1870 to prevent 
infanticide, Home Department, K.W. Proceedings, Public, 6 August 1870, 
Nos. 36-45,p. 3,NAI. 
179. According to him one reason of this crime was illiteracy among the guilty 
clans. And this practise of female infanticide could be abolished through the 
widespread of education among the guilty clans. Ibid, p. 1. 
180. C.A. Elliot, Officiating Secretary to the Government of the N.W. Provs., to all 
Districts Officers in the N.W. Provs., 1'' June 1870, Circular No. 24A-603A, 
Ibid, pp. 10-11,NAI. 
181. Ibid. 
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of remarks. Where the crime was widespread, it was to be essential to 
appoint some superior officer to visit frequently the guilty villages and 
clans, and to see that precautionary measures were vigorously 
maintained. The expense of all such extra ordinary establishment was to 
be borne by the clans under surveillance. 
Return of castes and clans, pergunnahs (Pargana) or villages in 
which infanticide was supposed to prevail, in the district of 
Pergunnah Town or Caste, & C. 
village 
Caste Tribe Clan or Remarks 
(Qoum) (Zat) family 
(Gote) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
After the enforcement of the Act in 1873 the census was taken of 
Allahabad division. In many villages the percentage of girl children were 
found below 40 percent among many clans in different pergunnahs 
(Pargana). The N.W. Provinces government selected 45 villages which 
182. Ibid. 
183. Ibid, p. 11. 
184. Repression of infanticide in the Districts of Mozuffernuggur, Allahabad and 
Banda, Home Department Proceedings, Police, May 1873, Nos. 23 to 31, NAI, 
p. 32.. 
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should be proclaimed under Act VIII of 1870 in the Allahabad district. 185 
The list of those villages and clans were as follows: 
Clans 
Sombunsi 
Moiiiis 
Pergunnalis 
Jhoosee 
Kevvai 
Khyragurh 
Secuiidra 
Jhoosee 
Mch 
Kevvai 
Bachgotie 
Kusreya 
Tiseya 
Toiidel 
Khyragurh 
Jhoosee 
Meh 
khyragiirli 
Arail 
Arail 
Bais 
Jhoosee 
Kunaree 
Allahabad 
Uthurbun 
Number 
I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
Villages 
Hetaputtee 
Neemie 
Itya Ibrahimpore 
Doobkie Kulan 
Bhowanipore 
Serai Gopi 
Kootwa 
Bhatri Sal Puttee 
Hurripore Puttee 
Mehurcha 
Mithooie 
Pertabpore 
Jugdeespore 
Dubha 
Sunsaripore 
Kot Dukhin 
Kewai 
Muhajuna 
Girdkote 
Dhiraon 
Mahronda 
Kootwa 
Kootwaroopore 
Beebeepore 
Pygwa 
Puchenda 
Putai Dandi 
Bhugosa 
Khooli 
Biraon 
Machar 
Puttee Junait 
Paighumpore 
Oomri 
Moostafabad 
Budr-oon-deenpore 
Bhairi Sail Puttee 
Shurf-oon-deenpore 
Kootwa 
Kootwaroopore 
Chukya 
Jati 
Gowhani 
City 
Sirsawun 
Boys 
7 
8 
6 
18 
8 
7 
11 
6 
19 
9 
15 
14 
7 
10 
7 
6 
9 
40 
30 
7 
9 
9 
5 
19 
11 
15 
6 
12 
8 
58 
51 
7 
5 
30 
24 
4 
4 
9 
131 
29 
6 
7 
5 
25 
16 
Girls 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
5 
5 
1 
2 
4 
6 
9 
2 
4 
4 
5 
2 
7 
2 
3 
29 
14 
14 
75 
17 
2 
2 
1 
12 
6 
Percentage 
12 
11 
14 
33 
12 
15 
10 
11 
26 
33 
12 
25 
30 
13 
23 
22 
30 
30 
20 
15 
31 
25 
20 
36 
31 
36 
36 
36 
25 
22 
16 
32 
27 
When the census was taken it was discovered that among few clans 
the percentage of girls were above the prescribed limit, but were 
suspected of the crime of infanticide. The Government of North-Western 
provinces prepared a list of clans and villages in the Allahabad District 
185. Ibid. 
97 
which were suspected of the crime of infanticide. This list was as 
follows 186 
Clans 
Sombunsi 
Kunpooria 
Durgbansee 
Bisen 
Pergunnah 
Jhoosee 
Meh 
Meh 
Secundra 
Soraon 
Jhoosee 
Kuraree 
Number 
1 
2 
1 J 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Villages 
Sauori 
Poora Thakoorani 
Soraon 
Puchdeora 
Jugdeespore 
Poora Kutnai 
Dewapore 
Kulianpore 
Budnawun 
Awana 
Jati 
Bhilka 
Boys 
6 
6 
8 
7 
12 
6 
5 
7 
4 
6 
18 
19 
Girls 
3 
3 
3 
1 
5 
3 
1 
2 
2 
] 
9 
9 
Remarks 
33 
33 
37 
12 
29 
33 
16 
22 
33 
14 
33 
32 
An application had been sent to the Government of India by the 
Government of North-Western Provinces for sanction to proclaim those 
45 villages under Act VIII of 1870 in the Allahabad District. The 
Government of North-Western Provinces in the meanwhile gave the order 
to the Magistrate to apply the rules of the Act VIII of 1870 from the 1 St 
April 1873, in those selected 45 villages, where the percentage of girl 
1 on 
children were below 40 percent. It had also directed that an 
experienced police officer should be appointed to draw up the registers 
from the census papers; which should be examined by the Magistrate 
himself, as his Assistants; and those families should be exempted where 
186. Ibid. 
187. Ibid, p. 28. 
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the proportion of girls were sufficient, especially infant girls' percentage; 
a chance should also be given to any of the proclaimed persons to prove 
1 8R 
their innocence. 
When G.E. Knox, Assistant Magistrate, was making a census of his 
district, then he faced a many difficulties. Firstly, when he reached in one 
village for enquiry, he found that all Rajpoot men had left the village to 
hide themselves into the high crops. But when they realized that they 
could not be escaped, then they gave answer jo putwaree ne likha hai so 
sahih hai, and refused to vary from that functionary's returns. 
Secondly, Rajpootin women of a suspected clan during the time of their 
pregnancies usually sent to their parents' houses, who lived in those parts 
which were free from suspicion, to confine there.'^ '^  He admitted that this 
surveillance system would encouraged this custom to its utmost.' 
According to him the wives of guilty families in Futtehpore were 
confined in the western part of Allahabad district, which was free from 
suspicion. In order to solve this problem the Government of North-
western Provinces remarked that if a woman of a proclaimed family 
188. Ibid. 
189. G.E. Knox, Assistant Magistrate of Allahabad to J.C. Robertson, Magistrate of 
Allahabad, Repression of infanticide in the Districts of Mozuffernuggur, 
Allahabad, and Banda, Home Department Proceedings, Police, May 1873, 
Nos. 23-31, p.5,NAI. 
190. Ibid, p. 23. 
191. Ibid. 
192. Ibid. 
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would left her village to be confined at her parent's house the chowkeedar 
of the proclaimed village was to be responsible to report the removal to 
the police station. Then from this police station the information was to 
be sent to the police officer of the circle in which the village to which she 
had removed was situated. The chowkeedar of that village was to be 
responsible to report her delivery, and the inspection of the child was to 
be made by the police officer. In the Allahabad district an Anglo-
Vernacular schools were running in Rajpoot villages. And the 
government was getting good results. In Kootwa village the thakoor boys 
had learnt English well.' ^ The British administrators had an opinion that 
through education the Government could destroy this crime of female 
infanticide. Because through education they could teach the youth about 
the heinousness of the crime. Rajpoots were showing great interest in 
education. 
In the Mozuffemuggur district of North-Western Provinces the 
census was taken in 1872 by the Magistrate of this district. He submitted 
a report on female infanticide.'^^ On the basis of his report the 
Government of North-Western Provinces concluded that the tribes among 
193. Ibid, p. 28. 
194. Ibid. 
195. Ibid. 
196. C.A. Elliot, Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces to 
A.C. Lyall, Secretary to the Government of India, Ibid, p. 32. 
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whom this crime prevailed were the Rajpoots, Tuggas, Jats, and Goojurs. 
Among Rajpoots five clans were found to be guilty, the Kuchwahas, 
Jootiyanas, Poondeers, Chowhans, and Raikwars. The Government of 
North-Western Provinces sent a list to the Government of India about 
those clans and villages which should be proclaimed under Act VIII of 
1870 in the Mozuffernuggur District. A list of those villages in the 
Mozuffemuggur District, which had been declared to be suspicious. 
These lists were as follows: 
List of clans and villages which should be proclaimed under Act VIII of 
1870 in the Mozuffemuggur District. 
Tribes Clan 
Rajpoot Kuchwaha 
Jootiyana 
Poondeer 
197. Ibid. 
198. Ibid, p. 40. 
Pergunnah 
Kutowlie 
Boodhana 
Kandla 
Thanna 
Bhowun 
Churthawul 
u 
E 
3 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
Villages 
Chutoura 
Ghalibpore 
Kooralsee 
Nugwa 
Koorthul 
Rajpore Chajpore 
Doorgunpore 
Hurya Khera 
Biral 
Bunehraooda 
Niralsee 
Kadirghur 
Hirunwara 
Buralsee 
BuUookhera 
POPULATION 
Boys 
15 
13 
53 
96 
85 
58 
43 
39 
106 
30 
14 
23 
72 
99 
54 
Girl 
s 
8 
6 
27 
53 
48 
17 
13 
14 
44 
16 
4 
9 
29 
44 
30 
Remark 
s 
34.78 
31.57 
33.7 
35 
36 
22.6 
23.2 
26.4 
29.3 
34.7 
22.2 
28 
28.7 
30.7 
35.7 
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Bugruh 
Chowhan Churthawul 
Tugga 
J at 
Khutowlie 
Shikarpore 
Bhookurheree 
Mozuffemugg 
ur 
Bugruh 
Churthawul 
Poor Chupar 
Shikarpore 
Jowlee Jansuth 
Bhookurheree 
Khutowlie 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
Peepulsana 
Doodhiee 
Kullenpore 
Lukhan 
Kuchowlee 
Unchowlie 
Morkihooka 
Dinkurpore 
Sonjnee 
Mulpoora 
Mulhera 
Rohana KJioord 
Rehee 
Nirmana 
Burkullee Sulempore 
Buheree Mirzapore 
Paotee 
Chowkra 
Khoosropore 
Gheesookhera 
Mohibalipore 
Phulowda 
Chupar 
Ghoomaotee 
Bhowra Kulan 
Poor Balean 
Rusoolpore Jatan 
Kakra 
Bazeedpore 
Khanore 
Bera Thoroo 
Belra 
Bhookurheree 
Sikunderpore 
Kulroulee 
Mowna 
Nubhera 
Wuzeerabad 
YusuJpore 
Begurzpore 
Sonta 
Fuheempore Kulan 
Meghpore Humeedpore 
Hursaolee 
42 
101 
9 
68 
34 
80 
36 
72 
129 
37 
29 
48 
73 
59 
75 
42 
38 
32 
24 
24 
19 
89 
67 
38 
104 
68 
81 
148 
52 
36 
48 
36 
246 
7 
24 
25 
62 
38 
20 
16 
65 
27 
43 
54 
21 
21 
1 
19 
12 
33 
18 
41 
76 
12 
16 
27 
44 
30 
30 
20 
13 
9 
10 
10 
9 
47 
30 
20 
58 
35 
37 
59 
18 
20 
23 
20 
96 
3 
12 
4 
20 
18 
10 
2 
34 
12 
19 
20 
33.3 
17.2 
10 
21.8 
26 
29 
33 
36 
37 
24 
35.5 
36 
37.6 
33.7 
28 
32 
25 
21.9 
29 
29 
32 
34.5 
30 
34 
35.8 
33.9 
31 
28.5 
25 
35 
32 
35.7 
28 
30 
33 
13.7 
24 
32 
33 
11 
34 
30.7 
30.6 
27 
102 
Jat Chowhan 
Goojur 
Bugruh 
Churthawul 
Bidowlee 
Shamlee 
Jowlee Jansuth 
Bhooma 
Sumbulhera 
Khutowlie 
Mozuffernugg 
ur 
Poor Chupar 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
Mundee 
Nirotumpore 
Noona Khera 
Kazee Khera 
Nuseerpore 
Sonjnee 
Mohomedpore Mudun 
Burwala 
Peena 
Mokundpore 
Budhaie Khoord 
Budhaie Kuian 
Mohibalipore 
Oodpore 
Sikhotee 
Khorsuma 
Muchrowlee 
Nai Nugla 
Bunehra 
Bunut 
Julalpore 
Kuserwa Khoord 
Kabrot 
Kheree Puttee 
Bhynswal 
Bhaoree 
Titaolee 
Kurmookhera 
Untwana 
Dhausree 
Muntoree 
Zuburdustpore 
Jurwur 
Hosseinpore Khadir 
Hasimpore Kholah 
Khera Mujahudpore 
Nizampore 
Sumolee 
Kudlee 
Mohee-oodeenpore 
Peelpulhera Yusufpore 
Bijoopooa 
Tejuihera 
Chupra 
51 
36 
67 
40 
16 
42 
47 
181 
102 
108 
64 
76 
19 
29 
59 
62 
13 
22 
34 
73 
8 
81 
24 
26 
150 
107 
64 
33 
97 
65 
24 
83 
9 
89 
14 
35 
21 
9 
9 
73 
48 
68 
15 
19 
17 
32 
19 
8 
23 
26 
102 
58 
60 
27 
36 
9 
8 
20 
26 
3 
8 
9 
37 
1 
29 
12 
12 
90 
65 
39 
18 
52 
31 
11 
42 
I 
41 
3 
19 
5 
4 
2 
40 
18 
32 
6 
27 
32 
32 
32 
33 
35 
35.6 
36 
36 
35.7 
29.6 
32 
32 
21.6 
20 
29.5 
18.7 
26.6 
20.9 
33.6 
11 
26 
33 
31.5 
37.5 
37.7 
37.7 
35.3 
34.9 
32 
31.4 
33.6 
10 
31.5 
17.6 
35 
19 
30.7 
18 
35.4 
27.2 
32 
28.5 
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Gordhunpore 
Bidowlee 
Jhinjhana 
Kyrana 
Shamlee 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
Dhumat 
Simalkee 
Kunderiya 
Megha 
Kasimpore 
Balchundwala 
Ruzkozapore 
Rohaikee 
Abdoolruheempore 
Gordhunpore 
Lalchundwala 
Bulhera 
Chutaila 
Dhakwala 
Dilaora 
Donkpoora 
Yusufpore Jelalpore 
Mean Kusba 
Akipore 
Huchoya 
Paotee Khoord 
Bunehra 
Kundela 
Kusba Kyrana 
Hingoo Kheree 
Kheree Boocha 
Bulwa 
Sheikhopoora 
Total 
70 
34 
51 
16 
24 
19 
39 
28 
46 
38 
46 
63 
41 
28 
19 
10 
18 
31 
35 
47 
12 
22 
72 
24 
32 
98 
116 
64 
6,701 
18 
18 
23 
8 
13 
9 
20 
13 
11 
20 
22 
23 
10 
12 
2 
2 
8 
17 
18 
26 
5 
10 
11 
5 
9 
55 
45 
11 
3,0 
15 
20 
34.6 
31 
33 
35 
32 
33.9 
31.7 
19.3 
34.5 
32.3 
26.7 
19.6 
30 
9.5 
16.6 
30.7 
35.4 
33.9 
35.6 
29.4 
31 
13 
17 
21.9 
35.9 
27.9 
14.6 
31 
104 
199 
Tribes Clan Pergunnah Villages POPULATION 
Boys Girls Remarks 
Rajpoot Kuchwaha 
Jootiyana 
Poondeer 
Chowhan 
Raikwar 
Boodhana 
Ditto 
Thanna Bhowun 
Bugruh 
Kandla 
Thanna bhowun 
Bhooma Sumbulhera 
Khutowlie 
Thanna Bhowun 
Khutowlie 
Shikarpore 
Bhookurheree 
Mozuffernuggur 
Bugruh 
Chutawul 
Poor Chupar 
Mozuffernuggur 
Jhinjhana 
Bhookurheree 
Khutowlie 
Bugruh 
Churthawul 
Bidowlee 
Shamlee 
Mundaolee 
Atalee 
Hurhur 
Nusseerpore 
Peelpulhera 
Kumur-ood-deen-nuggur 
Kandla 
Dukheree Jumalpore 
Oomurpore 
Khera Moojahidpore 
Jelalpore Nilawala 
Fuheempore Khoord 
Thanna Bhowun 
Oomurpore 
Chandpore 
Mobarikpore 
Gadla 
Rohana Kulan 
Nirmanee 
Churthawul 
Purla 
Khaie Kheree 
Puchenda Kulan 
Oon 
Bhopah 
Kazeepore 
Munsoorpore 
Doodaheree 
Boodeena Kulan 
Jogaheree 
Dhundaolee 
Saleh Kheree 
Kunonee 
Jutungla 
Munglora 
Bhajoo 
42 
41 
53 
18 
28 
15 
7 
22 
32 
23 
36 
30 
22 
31 
39 
157 
43 
61 
36 
74 
54 
125 
84 
170 
31 
32 
25 
112 
43 
47 
61 
43 
86 
25 
51 
110 
26 
25 
37 
10 
16 
9 
2 
10 
19 
16 
14 
19 
7 
17 
22 
104 
29 
41 
21 
49 
36 
87 
48 
108 
18 
18 
14 
79 
29 
27 
39 
28 
56 
14 
33 
79 
38.2 
37.8 
41.1 
35.7 
36.3 
37 
22 
31 
37 
41 
28 
38 
24 
35 
36 
39.8 
40 
40 
36.8 
39 
40 
41 
36 
38.8 
36.7 
36 
35.8 
41 
40 
36.4 
39 
39.4 
39.4 
35.8 
39 
41.7 
199. Ibid, p. 42. 
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Thanna Bhowun 
Boodhanna 
Jowlee Jansuth 
Khutowlie 
Poor Chupar 
Gordhunpore 
Bidowlee 
Jhinjhana 
Kyrana 
Bhikka Muzra 
Tajpore Simalka 
Choonsa 
Shamlee 
Kuserwa Kulan 
Kodana 
Kurondah 
Lank 
Lilohum 
Khera Gudhae 
Todah Muzra 
Untee 
Chowgaon 
Titora 
Chandsummon 
Tajpore 
Ruttanugia 
Shukurpore 
Godna 
Abdeepore 
Usghurpore 
Pahladpore 
Khanore 
Seela Gurhee 
Beebeepore Jelalpore 
Bhoora 
Teturwara 
32 
74 
91 
126 
109 
193 
76 
178 
74 
18 
48 
46 
40 
71 
64 
38 
36 
26 
31 
31 
34 
64 
59 
23 
26 
106 
52 
19 
47 
58 
80 
72 
133 
52 
129 
45 
8 
29 
27 
23 
47 
37 
25 
26 
16 
20 
18 
20 
42 
37 
13 
16 
71 
32 
37 
38.9 
38.8 
39.7 
40.7 
40.6 
42 
37.8 
30.7 
37.6 
36.9 
36.5 
39.8 
36.6 
39.7 
41.9 
38 
39 
36.7 
37 
39.6 
38.5 
36 
38 
40 
38 
In 1873 a list was also sent by the Government of North-Western 
Provinces to the Government of India about the villages and clans of 
Banda District, in which the percentage of girls were below 40 percent 
and gave a proposal for the extension of the provisions of Act VIII of 
106 
200 1870 to these villages and clans. The list of villages of Banda District 
to which it was proposed to extent Act VIII of 1870 was as follows: 201 
o 
Z 
9. 
10. 
Persunnah Villages 
Banda 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Bhudousa 
Ditto 
Seonda 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Caste 
Goorai 
Jumalpore 
Lama 
Burbaie 
Oojrehta 
Goorhaha Kulan 
Rugoulee 
Bhutpoora 
Bais 
Dikhit 
Bais 
Dikhit 
Bais 
Bais 
Dikhit 
Dikhit 
Bais 
Bais 
Banafar 
Nai 
Khurhand 
Tindoora 
Siklodhee 
Bais 
Bais 
Tomur 
Bais 
o 
83 
11 
Total 94 
66 
19 
Total 85 
20 
26 
5 
Total 31 
42 
Total 272 
68 
12 
8 
20 
Total 88 
22 
45 
31 
a 
23 
2 
25 
17 
5 
22 
8 
11 
14 
85 
11 
1 
5 
6 
17 
13 
23 
24 
I I 
o 
II 
83 
24 
107 
28 
37 
5 
42 
56 
13 
13 
26 
105 
35 
111 
69 
42 
<" 2 a 
2? ° 
is en -a 
^ 1^ U ^ 
U ^*- •? O 
25.2 
13 15.3 
124 24.1 
20.4 
20.8 
20.5 
28.5 
32.4 
26.1 
25.0 
357 32.5 
79 13.9 
07.7 
38.4 
23.0 
16.1 
37.1 
20.7 
34.7 
26.1 
E 
200. E.B. Thornhill, Magistrate of Banda to C.A. Elliot, Secretary to the 
Government of the North-Western Provinces, 3^  February 1873, No. 73, 
Repression of infanticide in the Districts of Mozuffarnuggur, Allahabad, and 
Banda, Home Department Proceedings, Police, May 1873, Nos. 23 to 31, p. 
48, NAI. 
201. Ibid, pp. 55-56. 
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12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20, 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
Ditto 
Pylanee 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Pylanee 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ougasee 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Hostum 
Alona 
Amora 
Banda 
Puprenda 
Pureree 
Pipreree 
Johurpore 
Juspoora 
Sindhum Kulan 
Ghazeepore 
Lasenda 
Newaich 
Ingooa 
Oudaha 
Oomrehnee 
Boorhowlee 
Pista 
Powaiah 
Dikhit 
Dikhit 
Dikhit 
Dikhit 
Powar 
Bais 
Gour 
Gour 
Total 
Total 
Ghumur Gour 
Dikhit 
Dikhit 
Bais 
Goutum 
Gour 
Bais 
Total 
Chumur Gour 
Powar 
Powar 
Bais 
Powar 
Bais 
Janwar 
Bais 
Banda 
Total 
Total 
Total 
34 
220 
71 
65 
239 
62 
21 
83 
26 
147 
45 
192 
150 
154 
22 
59 
92 
22 
114 
40 
1215 
52 
19 
22 
11 
6 
12 
18 
3 
153 
272 
12 
83 
33 
37 
123 
34 
12 
46 
10 
64 
10 
74 
68 
55 
10 
33 
60 
14 
74 
14 
5V 
26 
11 
12 
1 
-> 
4 
7 
17 
74 
85 
46 
303 
104 
102 
362 
96 
33 
129 
36 
211 
55 
266 
218 
209 
32 
92 
152 
36 
188 
54 
1792 
78 
30 
34 
12 
9 
16 
25 
48 
227 
357 
26.0 
27.3 
31.7 
36.2 
33.9 
35.4 
36.3 
35.6 
27.7 
30.3 
18.1 
27.8 
31.1 
26.3 
31.2 
35.8 
39.4 
38.8 
39.3 
25.9 
32.1 
33.3 
36.6 
35.2 
08.3 
33.3 
25.0 
28.0 
35.4 
32.5 
23.5 
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Bhudousa 
Seonda 
Pylanee 
Ougasee 
Castes 
Bais 
Dikhit 
Powar 
Gour 
Chumur Gour 
Tomour 
Banafar 
Goutum 
Janwar 
88 
220 
1215 
153 
1948 
540 
771 
144 
284 
85 
45 
8 
59 
12 
1948 
17 
83 
577 
74 
836 
191 
344 
72 
139 
24 
24 
5 
33 
4 
836 
105 
303 
1792 
227 
2784 
731 
1115 
216 
423 
109 
69 
13 
92 
16 
2784 
16.1 
27.3 
32.1 
32.5 
30.0 
25.9 
30.8 
33.3 
32.8 
22.0 
34.7 
38.4 
35.8 
25.0 
30.0 
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The list of villages of Kirvee Sub-Division to which it was proposed by 
the Government of North-Western Provinces to extend Act VIII of 1870 
was as follows: 
Pergunnah Villages Caste 
o 
C/5 
Darsenda Bhirdhoomae Surkee Gour 
Hara 
202. Ibid, p. 57. 
o -a 
ca a 
19 
Ditto Buchondhia Khichur 4 
Diiihit 
Parihar 10 
Gour 4 
Kuchwala 1 
Soorujbunsee 
Chundel 
Sulunkee 
a 
o H 
03 
0) <-
a 'M U ( M 
CL O 
w 
^ u^ 03 
E 
D 
c4 
Kuchwala I ... 1 
Sengar .. 
Bhudwaria .. 
Chouhan 3 I 4 25.0 
Parihar 6 1 7 14.2 
Chundel 3 1 4 25.0 
Bughel 
Moonch I ... I 
Khichur 1 ... 1 
Dikhit 1 ... I 
Bhurodwas 
Bais .. 
22 
5 
15 
4 
1 
13.6 
20.0 
33.3 
110 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Cheeboo 
Tirohan 
Ditto 
Purub Putae 
Chuck Jaffir 
Beeor 
Pergunnah Total 
Bughel 
Gharwar 
Gharwar 
Pergunnah Total 
Grand Total 
District Total 
19 
38 
27 
12 
16 
28 
93 
2041 
6 
9 
18 
5 
9 
14 
41 
877 
25 
47 
45 
17 
25 
42 
134 
2918 
24.0 
19.1 
40.0 
29.4 
36.0 
33.3 
30.5 
30.0 
In February 1878 the Magistrate of Farrukhabad District 
recommended for the extension of the provisions of Act VIII of 1870 to 
six villages, in which the percentage of girls were below 40 percent. 
The list of those villages were as follows:^ '^ '^  
Clan 
Thakur (Rathor) 
Ditto (ditto) 
Ditto Chauhan 
Ahir(Ghosi) 
Ditto (ditto) 
Ditto (Phatak) 
Police 
Station 
Chibramau 
Villages 
Bharauli cum Naglo Garhi 
Sultanpur mazra of Dalupur 
Asalatabad 
Nagaria Bhoda 
Tulsipur mazra of Jafarabad 
Admanpur mazra of Sabalpur 
Boys 
17 
23 
50 
18 
29 
Girls 
7 
9 
19 
6 
11 
Percentage 
of Girls 
29.16 
28.12 
27.53 
25.00 
27.50 
In April 1878 the government of India on the request of the Government 
of the North Western Provinces and Oudh gave the order to this 
203. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Farukhabad District, Home Department Proceedings, Police, August 1877, 
Nos. 27&28,p.49,NAI. 
204. Ibid. 
Ill 
government for the adoption of measures under the provisions of the Act 
VIII of 1870, to suppress the female infanticide in these six villages of the 
Farrukhabad District. ^ ^ 
In 1871, the Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 had been applied 
in 3,707 villages of 22 districts of the North-western Provinces.^^^ During 
the period of 1887-88 the Act was in force only in 1,381 villages. '^^ '' By 
1900, the measures to suppress this sinful crime under the provisions of 
the Act were applied only in 264 villages of this province.^^^ 
In 1870, the Government of Bombay declared that the practise of 
Female Infanticide was prevailed among the Lewa and Kurwa Kunbee 
castes of Ahmedabad and Kaira District. Therefore, on the demand of the 
Government of Bombay the Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 had 
been extended, by the Government of India, in the Districts of 
Ahmedabad and Kaira Districts for the suppression of this crime, which 
was prevailed among the Kurwa and Lewa Kunbee castes.^ *^ ^ Under the 
205. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Farrukhabad District, Home Department Proceedings, Police, August 
1877,Nos. 27-28,NAI,p.49. 
206. Administrative Report of the North-Western Provinces, 1871-72, Allahabad, 
1873. 
207. Report on the Administrtion of the North-Western Provinces for the year 
1886-87, Allahabad, 1888, p. 48. 
208. Report on the Administration of the North-Western Provinces for the year 
1900-1901, Allahabad, 1902, p. 25. 
209. Introduction of the Provisions of Act VIII of 1870 (prevention of infanticide) 
in the Districts of Ahmedabad & Kaira, 17 December 1870, Nos. 166-167, 
Public A, Home Department Proceedings, NAI, p. 1. 
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provisions of the Act some rules were made to apply in the Ahmedabad 
and Kaira Districts for the suppression of this crime. 
Under these rules for the purposes of Act VIII of 1870, an 
Infanticide fund was to be framed in the Districts of Ahmedabad and 
"711 
Kaira; which was to be consisted of: 
I. Fees for the registration of births 
II. Fees for the registration of deaths 
III. Fees for the registration of betrothals 
IV. Fees for the registration of marriages 
Some registrars were to be appointed for the registration of births, 
of members 
of the castes 
of Kurwa and 
Lewa Kurbees 
resided in any 
portion of the 
above 
Districts. 
deaths, betrothals, marriages and re-marriages in the Kurwa and Lewa 
Kunbee castes, but on the direction of the collection. The authorized 
91 ^ 
fees and credit was to be received by him to the Infanticide Fund. On 
the death report of female child, he was to be proceeded immediately to 
the house with the village Police Patel or a Police Office, not below the 
grade of Head Constable, for enquiry. In a suspicious case the matter was 
210. Rules for the prevention of Female Infanticide among the Kurwa and Lewa 
Kunbee, 6 May 1871, Nos. 60, 60A & 61, Public, Home Department 
Proceedings, NAI, p. 1. 
211. Ibid. 
212. The births and deaths of children were to be reported within 12 hours of their 
occurrence, but the deaths of female children were to be reported within one 
hour. Ibid, p. 2. 
213. The amount of fees was 4 annas for Birth, 4 annas for Death, 1 Rupee from the 
parents of the bridge, 1 Rupee from those of the bridegroom for Marriage, 1 
Rupee from the bridegroom for Remarriage. Ibid, p. 2. 
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to be handed over to the PoUce Officer for disposal according to law. In 
case of natural death a written permission to remove the body for burial 
or cremation was to be given by the Registrar to the family of the female 
infant. A Chandla (dowry) of more than from Rupee 1 to 100 was not to 
be given by the father of the bride to the father of the bridegroom.^ ^ '* 
These rules proposed by the Government of Bombay for the kurwa 
and Lewa castes were sanctioned by the Government of India on 15'*^  
April 1871.-'^ 
Gradually the Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 was applied in 
different suspected parts of India at different times from the year of 1789 
to 1870. The numerous preventive measures were adopted by the British 
administrators. And then the Act VIII of 1870 had been passed and 
enforced in India to suppress the sinful crime of Female Infanticide. By 
the beginning of the 20'*^  century it was being asserted that the crime of 
Female Infanticide had been eradicated in India. But through evidences 
we can see that the Female Infanticide Act was not entirely successful in 
achieving its goal. 
We can take a general idea about the consequences of the 
enforcement of the Act in India through the census report of one or two 
provinces. 
214. Ibid. 
215. Ibid, p. 5. 
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In 1901 when the Punjab census repot was taken the ratio of female 
children to male children in different districts in both religions were as 
follows:^"' 
Districts Females per 1,000 males Children 
Under 5 Under 1 
872 
766 
818 
789 
840 
709 
852 
699 
921 
712 
941 
824 
890 
742 
914 
216. Report on the prevalence of female infanticide in the Punjab, January 1911, 
Nos. 38-39, Home Department Proceedings, Police-A, p. 13, NAI. 
217. In the census report of 1901 in Ferozepore District the Hindu Sidhus had 477 
boys to 200 girls under 5, and the Sikh Sidhus 4,135 to 2,897. The Hindu girls 
had 381 boys to 64 girls, and the Sikh girls 1,341 to 1,051. The Hindu 
Dhariwal 288 boys to 96 girls, and the Sikh Dhariwals 884 to 806. Hindu Jats 
had 1,591 boys to 1,088 girls, and Sikh Jats had 1,980 boys to 1,732 girls, 
Ibid, p. 3. 
218. In the census report of 1901 in Gurdaspur district, the Hindus had 2,539 boys 
to 2,268 girls under 5, and Sikhs had 4,363 to 3,395. The Muhammadans had 
3,550 boys to 3,359 girls under 5. In Hindus the ratio of girls per 1,000 males 
was 893, in Sikhs the ratio of girls per 1,000 males was 801, while in 
Muhammadans it was 949. Ibid, p. 5. 
219. In district in the census report of 1901 the Hindu Chauhans had 577 boys to 
401 girls under 5, while the Muhammadans Chauhans had 1,268 girls to 1,261 
boys. Ibid, p. 2. 
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Ludhiana 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
^'''Ferozepore 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
Jullundur 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
Amritsar 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
Lahore 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
-) 1 0 
Gurdaspur 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
'^'^ Ambala 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
Hoshiarpur 
Hindus 
814 
747 
816 
818 
821 
709 
882 
699 
882 
669 
936 
845 
865 
724 
902 
Sikhs 
^ "^Sialkot 
Hindus 
Sikhs 
833 
894 
767 
852 
909 
792 
The districts which had a low ratio of female children had often a 
rather high ratio of female births, e.g., Jullundur, Hoshiarpur and 
Ludhiana, in both religions. In this province the problem was not 
altogether one of female infanticide, but of excessive mortality among 
females after the period of infancy. The following statement proved that 
among the females the rates of mortality grew far worse in this province 
m seven years, 1896-1902, in comparison with the male rates. 
Permille 
Year Total Number of Deaths of infants 
Births under one year 
Males Females Males Females 
1896 429,968 393,350 97,112 92,944 
1897 424,816 387,633 94,194 94,631 
1898 410,931 374,172 91,301 87,812 
1899 484,812 444,240 98.767 96,167 
1900 409,063 371,378 117,738 116,776 
1901 373,466 339,067 91,894 88,058 
1902 461,952 418,525 107,832 101,216 
Death rates of Average for five 
infants under one years ending 1900 
year calculated on 
births per mille. 
Males 
226 
222 
222 
204 
288 
246 
233 
Females 
236 
241 
235 
216 
314 
260 
242 
Males 
231 
Females 
248 
220. In Sialkot in the census of 1901 the Hindus had 4,449 boys to 3,575 girls 
under the 5, the Sikhs had 2,503 to 1,796, the Muhammadans had 13,171 boys 
to 11,559 boys. In Hindus the ratio of gids per 1,000 boys was 804, in Sikhs it 
was 717, and in Muhammadans it wsa 878. Ibid, p. 5. 
221. Ibid, p. 10. 
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Those Districts which had a strong Sikh element, the female infant 
death-rate was higher then male, especially in Jullundur, Ludhiana, 
Ferozepore and Amritsar. It was also higher in Ambala and Sialkot. 
The figures obtained from the census report of 1901 showed that the 
number of females per 1,000 males from one to five years of age among 
29^ 
Hindus were low in each district. 
But among Muhammadan Rajputs the number of girls was more 
than boys. For instance, in Kamal the Muhammadan Rajputs were 3,609 
994 
boys under 5 to 3,639 girls, m 1901. While Hindus were 971 boys to 
99s 
622 girls in Kamal. And in Ambala the Muhammadan Chauhans were 
1,268 girls to 1,261 boys under 5 in 1901.^ ^^ While the Hindu Chauhans 
997 
were 577 boys to 401 girls. 
From 1893 to 1896 the mortality among male infants was high then 
998 
among female infants in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province. 
But after 1896 these conditions were reversed. This would appear from 
the following figures :^ ^^  
222. Ibid, p. 10. 
223. Ibid, p. 9. 
224. Ibid, p. 8. 
225. Ibid. 
226. Ibid. 
227. Ibid. 
228. Ibid, p. 16. 
229. Ibid. 
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1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
Infants 0 
Males 
177 
257 
218 
229 
223 
215 
231 
273 
270 
316 
- 1 
Females 
169 
244 
210 
223 
228 
210 
229 
276 
279 
321 
Children 1 
Males 
43 
65 
41 
48 
58 
63 
48 
95 
68 
62 
- 5 
Females 
44 
67 
43 
53 
67 
69 
51 
106 
72 
66 
Children 5 
Males 
97 
12.7 
8.6 
10.5 
10.0 
10.5 
8.4 
20.3 
15.2 
17.6 
- 1 0 
Females 
6.7 
14.0 
9.3 
11.3 
10.8 
11.7 
8.9 
22.0 
17.1 
21.7 
In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Deputy Inspector -
General of Police in 1876 submitted his annual report on the working of 
the Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 in these Provinces during the year 1875-
76. In his report he made a comparison of the death-rate of children 
between one and twelve years of age. On the basis of the recorded deaths 
he pointed out in his report that the mortality rate among female children 
was higher between the age of one to twelve instead of male children. 
In this report he concluded that firstly the practise to keep secret the birth 
of female infant was still prevailed; secondly four percent of female 
230. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Farukhabad District, August, 1877, Nos. 27 & 28, Police, Home 
Department Proceedings, p. 75 NAI. 
231. Ibid, p. 71. 
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infants died in excess of natural rates, or, in other words, were allowed to 
perish; thirdly the figures showed a high infant mortality rate all round. 
Lastly he advocated that some special steps should be taken to save the 
lives of girls after they had passed the age of one year, as girls who 
survived this age were simply murdered by violence or neglect. He 
himself had suggested some method in his report to save the lives of girls 
after the age of one year. Firstly, he suggested that the periods of inquests 
should be extended from the present rule of six months to three years; 
secondly, the girl's names should be kept on the list; thirdly, the girls 
should be legally bound to appear before the police on roll call for a 
period of five years. He believed that without the adoption of these 
methods all efforts for the preservation of infant's life were useless. '^  He 
even wanted to hold an inquest on the bodies of male children who died 
under the age of one year or of six months. Because he had a doubt that 
in many cases a female infant was bom, but was represented to be a male, 
and when she died, or killed, and as no inquest was necessary, nothing 
more was heard of the matter, and this raised to the mortality of the boy 
population below one year of age. 
232. Ibid. 
233. Ibid. 
234. Ibid. 
235. Ibid. 
236. Ibid. 
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This matter raised by the Deputy Inspector General of Police had 
been submitted to the Government of India by the North-Western 
Provinces Government. And this Government had demanded to extend to 
one year the period of inquest in the case of girl deaths, and to make 
enquiry compulsory in the case of all deaths of boys under six months. 
In June 1878 the Government of India had approved this request of the 
North-Western Provinces' Government. From this time the Government 
of India had raised the period of inquest to one year in case of girl deaths 
and made enquiry compulsory in the case of all deaths of boys under six 
months in this province to suppress the practise of female infanticide. 
On the matter of high mortality rate among female children between the 
age of one to twelve in comparison with boy children; the Government 
had explained that this might be occurred due to the disease, exposure, 
insufficient clothing of children, which indicated the carelessness of the 
parents. On this point some officials suggested to the Government that 
these kinds of negligency, viz., exposure, insufficient clothing, of the 
parents towards their female babies should be declared a criminal 
offence. But these suggestions were rejected by an administration.^ "^ 
237. Ibid, p. 74. 
238. Ibid. 
239. Ibid, p. 72. 
240. Ibid. 
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After the five years of the enforcement of the Act in this province 
the problem of female infanticide had taken on another shape, viz., the 
high mortality rate among female children between the age of one to 
twelve. In the Punjab Province, where, this problem had been pointed out 
after 30 years of the enforcement of the Act, in this Province the 
administrators pointed out this problem after the 5 years of the 
enforcement of the Act. 
At the end of the 19* Century in the North-Western Provinces, the 
percentage of minor girls was usually as low as 25 to 30 percent as a 
OA1 
proportion of the total minor population in many districts. In many 
villages of the Basti district, there was a proportion of 104 boys to one 
94.9 
girl. Families inhabited in the Agra and Meerut Divisions were under 
surveillance and enlisted under the proclaimed groups.^ "^ ^ This showed 
that the practise of female infanticide continued to remain amongst 
certain sections of the population. In many parts of this province by the 
beginning of the 20' century the remarkable difference between the 
number of boys and girls were existed.^ "*"^  The census reports of 1900 and 
rth 241. Assistant Magistrate, Basti to Magistrate, Basti, 15'" June 1871, NWP, JIP, 
Index No. 68, Progress No. 13, ?"' October 1871, Vol. 54, p. 281. 
242. Ibid. 
th 
243. Inspector General of Police, NWP, to Secretary to Government, NWP, 15 
September 1874, NWP JIP, Index No. 16, Progs. No. 8, January 1875, Vol. 
61,p.ll3. 
244. Administrative Report of the North-Western Provinces 1901, Allahabad, 1902, 
p. 25. 
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after showed this difference. In 1901 in the Saharanpur district, there was 
a proportion of 176 boys to every 100 girls. This indicated that till this 
time the crime was still prevalent in many parts of the North-Western 
Provinces. ^^ 
In 1901, out of the 24 villages reproclaimed in a district like 
Mainpuri, 17 villages were listed as 'specially guilty.'^ "^^ Till the year of 
1904, in the districts of Saharanpur, Muzaffamagar, Meerut, Agra, 
Etawah, Farrukhabad, Mainpuri many villages were still under 
surveillance. After 1906 special measures to control the crime were 
removed from all areas in the region. In 1912 the administrators had 
showed their disinterest in the enforcement of the repressive measures in 
the North-Western Provinces and they had an opinion that the Act had 
achieved its goal and the servants of the government wanted 'to be rid of 
the whole thing'. Till the year of 1912 the government had removed all 
the enforced preventive measures under the provisions of this Act from 
245. Administrative Report of the North-Western Provinces 1900-1901, Allahabad, 
1902, p. 25. 
246. Government Note, dated 15 '^ May 1905, File No. 468 of 1912, Home 
Department (Part A), Lucknow Secretriat Records, Box 27, UPSA. 
247. Government Note, dated 20* March 1906, File No. 468 of 1912, Home Police 
(Part A), lucknow Secretariat Records, Box 27, UPSA. 
248. Government Order, 19* December 1912, File No. 468 of 1912, Home Police 
(Part A), Lucknow Secretariat Records, Box 27, UPSA. 
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the declared suspected villages to check this crime. However the problem 
of low percentage of girls was still existed in those villages.^''^ 
On the basis of the Punjab census report of 1901, which showed 
that even after the thirty years of the enforcement of the Act the 
percentage of girls was low, and the position of the North-Western 
Provinces, which showed that till the year of 1904, many villages and 
families were still under surveillance, we can conclude that the repressive 
measures adopted by the administration under the provisions of the Act 
VIII of 1870 and enforced in suspected parts of India were not entirely 
successful in the eradication of the crime. This Act was difficult to 
implement or put into practice because most births happened at home, 
and registration of births was not common. And it was a very tough task 
in itself for the administration to peep into the private sphere of 
proclaimed population to record all domestic events and the compulsory 
registration of female births and deaths. Hence the number of mysterious 
child mortality cases remained unaccounted. Usually people of 
proclaimed clans had refused to show their newly-born children to the 
249. British Officials admitted that 'what was needed was very good men who, 
using great tack, could ingratiate themselves with the thakur population they 
wished to control; Officiating Magistrate, Basti to Officiating Commissioner, 
Banares Division, 1'' July 1871, NWP JIP, Index No. 67, Progs No. 2, 7* 
October 1871, Vol. 54, p. 261, UPSA. 
250. Officiating District Superintendent of Police, Azamgarh to Magistrate, 
Azamgarh, 7"' May 1872, NWP JIP, Index No. 21, Progs No. 20, August 
1872, Vol. 56, p. 38, UPSA. 
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appointed officials. The people of proclaimed clans tried to be kept 
themselves out of sight during the time of investigations.^^' The pregnant 
women of proclaimed population usually sent to their parents' houses, 
who lived in those parts which were free from suspicion.^^^ Local 
investigators suspected that the proclaimed families even 'borrowed' their 
neighbours' daughters on those occasions when the population of the 
villages was being counted. Local investigators had also suspected that 
sometimes a female infant was bom, but was represented to be a male, 
and when she died, or killed, and as no enquiry was necessary in case of 
boy's death, and hence this raised to the mortality of the boy population 
below one year of age. In some cases the lambardars, chaukidars and 
dais had been found corrupted. They conspired with the proclaimed 
families to keep secret the facts. It was very difficult for those chaukidars, 
who did not belong to those villages, where they were appointed to obtain 
sensitive informations. The midwives were also caught for concealing 
251. Repression of infanticide in the District of Mozuffernuggur, Allahabad, and 
Banda, May 1873, Nos. 23-31, Police, Home Department Proceedings, p.5, 
NAI. 
252. Ibid, p. 23. 
253. Officiating Magistrate, Meerut to Commissioner, Meerut Division, 19 April 
1871, NWP JIP, Index No. 106, Progs No. 9, f" October 1871, Vol. 54,1 p. 
364, UPSA. 
254. Rules for the suppression of female infanticide in certain clans and localities in 
the Farrukhabad District, August 1877, Proceedings Nos. 27 & 28, Police, 
Home Department Proceedings, p. 71, NAI. 
255. The lambardar and the chaukidar of the Mouza Beula-ul-Khurd in Deoband 
Pargana, Saharanpur district, were trying to hide the birth of a female child, 
but had been caught up, Officiating Magistrate, Saharanpur to Commissioner, 
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the murder of a female child by declaring that it had been stillborn, even 
though there was evidence available to the contrary.^ ^^ 
According to the British Officials the full efforts had not been 
made by the police force and the village administrators to suppress the 
crime; if the repressive measures were in any way a failure. The British 
officials emphasized that 'what was needed was very good men who, 
using great tack, could ingratiate themselves with the thakur population 
they wished to control.' 
Due to the existence of some errors in judicial system the number 
of convictions was very low. For instance, in 1873-74, in the North-
western Provinces, 1,157 inquiries were held into the cause of the female 
children's death. Out of 1,157 cases only 412 cases were send to the civil 
surgeons for autopsy. Out of these only 40 cases were declared as 
suspected one. After the primary investigation 20 cases were released 
Meerut Division, 12^ '' December 1872, File No. 2/873 Department IV, Meerut 
Commissioner's Post Mutiny Records, Uttar Pradesh Regional Archives, 
Allahabad. 
256. Two dais of the village of Tikkara, Azamgarh, were convicted because they 
were trying to hide the murder of a female child, Ibid. 
257. Magistrate, Farrukhabad to Secretary to Government, NWP, NWP JIP, Index 
No. 12, Progs No. 12, August 1872, Vol. 56, p. 17, UPSA. 
258. In Farrukhabad, 11 inquests were carried out. Civil Surgeon discovered that 
out of 11, 4 deaths had been occurred due to an overdose of opium, which was 
assumed to be the child for 'medicinal' purposes. But the parents had not been 
arrested by the local officials, because according to them, they had no 
evidence to prove that the infants had been 'deliberately' poisoned, 
Magistrate, Farrukhabad to Secretary to Government, NWP, 9 July 1872, 
NWP, JIP, Index No. 12, Progs. No. 1, August 1872, Vol. 56, pp. 18-19, 
UPSA. 
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from the grip of law. Among 20 remaining cases, 11 cases were convicted 
and 9 were discliarged after trial.^^^ 
Indeed, due to tlie enforcement of tlie Female Infanticide Act VIII 
of 1870 the culprits started to conceal the birth of female child, and 
followed the practice of female infanticide secretly.^^° 
259. Inspector General of Police, NWP to Secretary to Government, NWP, 15' 
September 1874, NWP JIP, Index No. 16, Progress No. 8, January 1875, Vol. 
61,p. 139,UPSA. 
260. Female Infanticide and Foeticide: The Declining Sex Ratio; Paper presented 
by Dr. Ranjana Kumari, Director, Centre for Social Research, New Delhi, 
National Seminar on Violence Against the Girl Child, 10-11 February, 2006, 
Jaipur, p. 4. 
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CHAPTER - 3 
LAW RELATED TO MINOR HEALTH: VACCINATION 
POLICY OF BRITISH INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
From the 19* to the mid 20* century the British administrators 
gave an emphasis on the spread of science, technology and medicine in 
India. The vaccination policy was one of them. The smallpox is a disease 
which spread generally among the children. This is considered as a 
contagious disease. The Britishers carried the vaccination policy in order 
to check this disease. 
On 29* May 1850, the Vaccine Department of Simla was re-
organized.' Dr. Cannon^ as a Superintendent of the Medical 
Establishment at Simla and 10 vaccinators'^  were appointed. Till February 
1855, Dr. Canon was the incharge of the Vaccine Department. Then Dr. 
Mactier was appointed as the Superintendent after Dr. Canon, who was 
J . 
Lieutenant E.H. Paske, Officiating Secretary to Chief Commissioner for the 
Punjab to G.F. Edmonstone, Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, No. 817, Lahore, December 8, 1858, Vaccination in the N.W. 
Provinces Enquiry into the causes the deterioration of vaccine virus in these 
Provinces, Home Department, Public Proceedings. 20* August 1858, Nos. 
33/41, National Archives of India [hereinafter NAI), p. 18. 
Dr. Cannon was appointed with a special allowance of Rupees 20 per mensem 
and vaccinators were employed on Rupees 8 each. Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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replaced by Dr. Peskett in April 1856."^  In the Simla Districts, and in all 
the districts of the Cis-Sutlej States the smallpox spread in early 1856. 
Earlier it was found that due to the negligency of the vaccinators, the 
virus, which was provided from Simla to the plain country around, 
became worst in quality and was without virtue.^ Dr. Peskett admitted 
that firstly due to the unfavorable climate vaccine operation became 
unsuccessful and epidemic occurred.^ Secondly, vaccinators had a lack of 
•7 
knowledge about the proper method of using the crusts. He pointed out 
that Medical Authorities suggested that the suitable time for the vaccine 
operation in the plains was from the 1^ ' of October to the 3V^ of March in 
o 
each year. Dr. Peskett admitted that in India vaccinators were usually 
belonged to that class in which ignorance, religious prejudices were 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ibid. 
6. W. Peskett, M.D., Civil Surgeon and Superintendent of Simla, Vaccine Depot 
to Lord William Hay, Superintendent of Hill States, Simla, April, 16, 1857, 
Vaccination in the N.W. Provinces Enquiry into the causes the deterioration of 
vaccine virus in these Provinces, Home Department, Public Proceedings, 20' 
August 1858, Nos. 33/41, NAI, p. 13. 
7. Dr Paskett admitted that vaccinators were ignorant towards their job, because 
once some crusts were given to one vaccinator by the Superintendent. Then he 
had soaked a crust in half a tea cup full of tepid water, for half an hour, the 
then dipped his lancet into the solution, which he applied to the punctures he 
had made. According to Dr. Peskett the ignorance of vaccinators was the great 
reason behind the unsuccessful cases. Ibid, p. 14. 
8. In the rainy season and excessive heat success of vaccination operation was 
not possible. One medical officer of Punjab Vaccine Establishment, when 
vaccine operation had failed, remarked that "1^' Supply failed. In my opinion 
attributable to the state of the atmosphere, and the amount of sickness that 
prevailed in the country generally. 2" supply completely successful. "N.B. -
All attempt at vaccination in the Peshawur valley were for a period of last year 
unsuccessful, and although the utmost care was taken, it failed in almost every 
instance for the reasons assigned." Ibid. 
128 
prevailed.^ He suggested that a knowledge about the proper method of 
using the crusts should be given to these vaccinators by the 
Superintendent and then they should be appointed under the Civil 
Surgeon of the district.'° He also recommended that a map of the Hill 
States should be provided to the vaccinators. The monthly Register of 
cases should be printed. ' A writer should be appointed in the Vaccine 
Establishment for the translation of Oordoo language if the above 
Registers were to be maintained. The crusts should be packed in some 
small flat boxes for the transmission from the native vaccinators to 
1 T 
Simla. The capillary tubes with boxes should be provided for the 
protection of virus in a liquid state. "^  Required medicines and coolies 
should be provided to the Superintendent during his tour."^ Lastly he 
advocated for the enforcement of some law whereby the vaccination 
operation would be compulsory.'^ He sent the Annual Report of the cases 
vaccinated by the Superintendent and Native Vaccinators attached to the 
9. Dr. Peskett admitted that in England the vaccine operations were operated by 
the well educated medical vaccinators. Ibid, p. 16. 
10. Dr. Peskett suggested that a list of few simple directions, printed in English, 
Persian and Oordoo, should be sent with each packet of lymph from this depot 
for the knowledge of native vaccinators. Ibid, pp. 16-17. 
11. Ibid, p. 17. 
12. Ibid. 
13. Because large number of crusts were broken and destroyed in transit. Ibid. 
14. Ibid. 
15. Ibid. 
16. The Vaccination Act of 1840 was enforced in England. Ibid. 
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Simla Vaccine Establishment during the year ending 31^' March 1857, 
1 n 
which was as follows: 
Table 18 
Month 
April! 856 
May 1856 
June 1856 
July 1856 
August 
1856 
Sept. 1856 
Oct. 1856 
Nov. 1856 
Dec. 1856 
Jan. 1858 
Feb. 1858 
March 
1858 
Total 
Total number of cases vaccinated and the result 
Successful 
565 
765 
535 
802 
816 
894 
940 
1037 
1018 
1331 
1394 
1043 
11,140 
Unsuccessful 
89 
198 
154 
192 
180 
160 
138 
145 
109 
192 
221 
115 
1,893 
Doubtful 
54 
116 
109 
103 
118 
89 
87 
97 
51 
97 
114 
71 
1,106 
Total 
708 
1079 
798 
1097 
1114 
1143 
1165 
1279 
1178 
1620 
1729 
1229 
14,139 
Subjected 
to Bryees 
Test 
0 
12 
8 
14 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
34 
Grand 
Total 
708 
1091 
806 
1111 
1114 
1143 
1165 
1279 
1178 
1620 
1729 
1229 
14,173 
17. Ibid, p. 4. 
18. Ibid. 
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G.C. Barnes, Commissioner and Superintendent Cis-Sutlej States, 
admitted that in Simla district they had no proper Vaccine 
Establishment.'^ Only some native vaccinators were running the vaccine 
operations. But they were not efficient in their work. He pointed out that 
these crusts were transferred without any protection of cases or tubes, 
therefore the efficiency of vaccine operations must have been seriously 
affected. Then he suggested that the crusts should be sent from the 
interior in a flat in boxes of a small size. And to protect a liquid state of 
lymph or virus he recommended a supply of capillary tubes. 
A committee was set up to investigate the extraordinary prevalence 
of this epidemic. '* The members^^ of the committee firstly showed the 
19. G.C. Barnes, Commissioner and Superintendent, Cis-Sutlej States to Major 
H.R. James, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Lahbore, No. 106, 
Kussowlle, May 4, 1857, Vaccination in the N.W. Provinces Enquiry into the 
causes the determination of vaccine virus in these Provinces, Home 
Department, Public Proceedings, 20* August 1858, Nos. 33/41, NAI, pp. 2-3. 
20. Ibid, p. 3. 
21. The crusts were transferred from vaccinator to messenger within fifteen or 
twenty days and then messenger passed the crusts from village to village in all 
weathers until they reached the station. Then these crusts had been sent to all 
parts of India through post. Ibid. 
22. Ibid, p. 4. 
23. Ibid. 
24. Lieutenant E.H. Paske, Officiating Secretary to Chief Commissioner for the 
Punjab to G.F. Edmonstone, Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, No. 817, Lahore, December 8, 1858, Vaccination in the N.W. 
Provinces Enquiry into the causes the deterioration of vaccine virus in these 
Provinces, Home Department, Public Proceedings, 20"^  August 1858, Nos. 
33/41, NAI, p. 18. 
25. Doctor G. Campbell Brown was the President of the Special Committee on 
Simla Vaccine Doctor Mactier and Doctor Cannon were the members of this 
committee. Ibid. 
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percentage of unsuccessful vaccination under the supervision of several 
Doctors in the Simla Vaccine Depot from April 1853 to 1857. 
^^Dr. Cannon 
1853-54, 15. 31 
1854-55, 20. 64 
Dr.Mactier .... 1855-56, 13. 9 
Drs. Stokes and Peskett .... 1856-57, 13. 63 
This committee concluded that the vaccine operations were much 
successful under the supervision of Drs. Mactier and Stokes instead of 
Dr. Cannon's supervision. And the failure of vaccine operation was due 
to the bad climate. This committee had also pointed out that in 1856, 
nine cases of bad vaccine occurred, which was not an excessive number, 
because there were five complaints of bad vaccine matter in 1851-52, and 
twenty-two in 1854, and nine in 1855. The members of the committee 
had also showed the percentage of unsuccessful vaccination in the Simla 
Vaccine Depot, for each month, from April 1853 to April 1857, whereby 
they wanted to prove that Vaccination Establishment was not perfect in 
26. Ibid, p. 16. 
27. According to Dr. Brown and Dr. McRae after a long drought excessive and 
prolonged rain had fallen and therefore virus became worse and epidemic 
occurred. Ibid. 
28. G.C. Barnes, Commissioner and Superintendent, Cis-Sutlej States to 
Lieutenant Edward Paske, Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner for 
the Punjab, No. 365, Dated Umballa, November 25, 1857, Vaccination in the 
N.W. Provinces Enquiry into the causes the deterioration of vaccine virus in 
these Provinces, Home Department, Public Proceedings, 20* August 1858, 
Nos. 33/41,NAI,p. 32. 
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29 Simla. The percentage of unsuccessful vaccination cases were as 
follows: 
Table 
Months 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Average for 
each year 
1853-54 
14.4 
17.6 
22.03 
11.6 
20.2 
24.8 
2.3 
13.3 
12.9 
15.1 
15.7 
12.8 
15.31 
1854-55 
13.6 
12.03 
13.6 
17.04 
14.5 
12.6 
100.0 
10.7 
14.5 
13.3 
12.7 
13.1 
20.64 
1855-56 
17.6 
13.6 
12.9 
10.0 
16.8 
10.6 
32.0 
12.6 
10.5 
8.6 
10.7 
10.8 
13.9 
1856-57 
12.5 
18.2 
19.2 
17.5 
16.1 
13.9 
11.8 
11.3 
9.2 
11.8 
12.7 
9.4 
13.63 
Average 
14.05 
15.03 
16.54 
13.77 
16.54 
14.82 
36.27 
11.54 
11.55 
11.79 
12.69 
11.05 
15.48 
The Chief Commissioner, Cis-Sutlej States, was not satisfied with 
the committee. He was not satisfied with the committee's opinion. He 
29. Statement by Surgeon D. Macrae, 4^ '' Light Cavalry, Member, Vaccine 
Committee, Ibid, p. 36. 
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was an idea that the complaints were coming about the less efficient 
vaccine arrangements under the supervision of Drs. Mactier and Stokes.^° 
He suggested that the vaccine operations should be proceeded under the 
best Medical Officer and also extended from Simla to the Kangra 
district. Dr. Mcrae, member of Simla special vaccine committee, 
suggested that the Superintendent should be engaged only in the carrying 
on vaccine operations.^^ An Assistant should be provided to the 
Superintendent at each Hill Station, or in any part of the district. And a 
staff of native vaccinators should be appointed according to the 
population and area of the district.^ ^ On the 17* March 1858 Government 
of India sanctioned a scheme to extent and improve the Vaccine 
Establishments in the Hills, as recommended by the committee.'^ '* 
In 1863, Dr. Storell, Principal Inspector General Medical 
Department, Bombay, sent an Annual Report of 1862 on Vaccination 
operation to the government. In which he pointed out that in 1862 the 
30. G.C. Barnes, Commissioner and Superintendent, Cis-Sutlej States to 
Lieutenant Edward Paske, Officiatinig Secretary to the Chief Commissioner 
for the Punjab, No. 365, Umballa, November 25, 1857, Ibid. p. 32. 
31. Ibid. 
32. Ibid, p. 37. 
33. Ibid. 
34. G.F. Edmonstone, Secretgary to the Government of India, with the Governor 
General to the Chief Commissioner of the Punjab, No. 311, Allahabad, March 
17, 1858, Ibid, p. 39. 
35. Annual Report of Principal Inspector General, medl. Dept. on Vaccination in 
the Bombay Presidency, in Sind for 1862, Home Department Proceedings, 
Public-Part-B, 15* January 1864, Nos. 79-82, NAI. 
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number of vaccination cases had been decreased as compared with the 
number during the previous years: 
Year Number of vaccination cases 
1860 29,752 
1861 14,876 
1862 14,765 
But he also mentioned that the proportion of infantile vaccinations 
had been increased. He also recommended about the appointment of a 
general Superintendent of Vaccination and to employ 125 Peons of its 
TO 
own. The Government of Bombay gave a few suggestions to the 
Medical Department regarding these problems.^^ According to this 
government efforts should be made by the Superintendents and their 
vaccinators to give the knowledge about the benefits of vaccination to 
36. A.D. Robertson, Secretary to the Government of Bombay to E.G. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India, No. 1132 of 1863, General Department, 
Ibid, p.5. 
37. Ibid. 
38. He gave a proposal to the Bombay Government that Rs. 12,300 per annum 
should be increased to the case of vaccination in this Presidency. And 125 
Peons should be appointed on a charge of Rs. 625 per month, from the Govt, 
of Bombay, Nos. 132, July 27*, Ibid, p. 1. 
39. Letter from the Principal Inspector General Medical Department, No. 758, 
dated 31 '^ March 1863 - Submitting the Annual Report on Vaccination for 
1862, No. 131, Bombay Castle, 27"" July 1863, General Department, 
Vaccination, Ibid, p. 8. 
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public."^^ The Revenue Commissioners and Collectors and Officers of 
districts could use their influences in support of the Department."^' With 
the cooperation of the Political Officers the Jagheerdars and other people 
could be convinced to help in the vaccine operations.''^ The Government 
of Bombay admitted that the Peons were essential part of vaccination 
operation. Because an intelligent peon could be reached in villages before 
the arrival of the vaccinators to make arrangements for collecting the 
children for vaccination.''^ So this Government assured to the Medical 
Department that the General Superintendent and the Peons would be 
appointed after the orders of the Government of India.'''' The Government 
of Bombay was an opinion that the lymph should be supplied from 
Europe in the Bombay Presidency in a suitable season of the year and in 
good condition.''^ In July 1863 the Government of Bombay sent a request 
to the Government of India to permit the Vaccination Department of 
40. The Bombay Government was an opinion that the Medical Department could 
published the useful Vaccination Policy of Government in vernacular papers 
and distributed among the people, Ibid. 
41. Ibid, p. 9. 
42. According to the Bombay Government all Municipalities could made some 
efforts to support the vaccination operations. The vaccinators should be 
employed by the Municipal Commissioners to encourage the vaccination 
policy of government. Ibid. 
43. Ibid. 
44. Ibid. 
45. The Bombay Government had an idea that the Lymph should be preserved in 
the ice-house before the distribution and use, Ibid. 
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Bombay to employ 125 Peons of its own, and to appoint a General 
Superintendent of Vaccination."*^ 
During the season of 1867-68, 34,100 persons had been vaccinated 
in the Central Provinces. Sex and age of Persons vaccinated by Vaccine 
Department in the season of 1867-68 were as follows:"*^ 
Males 
Females 
Under 1 year 
From 1 to 5 years 
From 6 to 10 years 
From 11 to 15 years 
From 16 to 20 years 
From 21 to 25 years 
From 26 to 30 years 
Above 30 years 
Total 
Total 
16,275 
17,825 
34,100 
6,710 
22,098 
4,430 
680 
151 
17 
11 
3 
34,100 
46. A.D. Robertson, Secretary to the Government of Bombay to E.G. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India, No. 1132 of 1863, General Department, 
lbid,p.5. 
47. Report on Vaccine Operations in the Central Provinces for 1867, Home 
Department Proceedings, Public-A, 8* August 1868, No. 139/141, NAI, p. 9. 
48. Ibid, p. 10. 
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Religion and caste of persons operated upon by the vaccine department, 
central provinces, during season 1867-68:'^ ^ 
Christians 3 
Mahomedans 1,001 
Hindoos-Aheers 869 
Arruck 2 
Anuds 13 
Bamtee 30 
Berrya 175 
Bharye 120 
Bhat 45 
Bhoorni 5 
Bhoomuck 9 
Bhyleea 3 
Bildar 25 
Bhoyer 817 
Boodila 5 
Brahmin 356 
Bunnya 100 
Busdeo 1 
Budaee 352 
Bursee 11 
49. Ibid, p. 9. 
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Bussoor 74 
Bunjara 202 
Byragee 18 
Bijawar 
Chipee 
Ghopal 
Joongur 
1 
Chutree 8 
1 
Deemur 422 
Dhobee 245 
Dhirjie 125 
Dungur 324 
Gondree 12 
Ghosee 16 
4 
Goosain 91 
Gowlee 1,367 
Gooroo 25 
Goojratee 62 
Gurpayaree 99 
Gond 7,545 
Gowaree 259 
Jat 3 
JainBunnya 13 
Joongum 6 
7 
139 
Kachee 88 
Kulal 450 
Kusar 34 
Kerar 157 
Koorkoo 319 
Koormee 445 
Koonbee 5,192 
Kooshtee 533 
Koomar 86 
Khudia 56 
Koosumpucksee 35 
Kutcharee 26 
Kussat 12 
Kuthree 3 
Kyet 23 
Kullyee 4 
Kooshnee 33 
Kusbee 2 
Lodee 683 
Lobar 415 
Lukhaira 15 
Lugrah 4 
Mahrar 42 
Marwaree 46 
140 
Mahratta 325 
Mallee 1,139 
Mowassee 110 
Naiee 398 
Neelghur 6 
Oojah 11 
Pahadia 6 
Purwar 55 
Putwa 8 
Punchal 12 
Pansee 1 
Purdeshee 9 
Putherphor 3 
Rajpoot 181 
Rugwee 68 
Rugbunsee 273 
Rungaree 33 
Rusul 5 
Rungraig 6 
Soonar 299 
Syee 2 
Surroodia 7 
Tailee 1,736 
Telinga 4 
141 
Tumbolee 
Pardee 
Ulwaee 
Dher 
Mehrar 
Mehtur 
Mochee 
Mang 
Kuttya 
Purdhar 
Chumar 
5 
3 
1 
2,408 
2,058 
16 
1 
239 
387 
411 
300 
VACCINE DEPARTMENT 
Season 1867-68 
Number of towns and villages in which all 
not previously suffering from smallpox had 
been vaccinated as certified by signature of 
malgoozar or headman 
Number of towns and villages in which 
vaccine operations had been performed, but 
some persons still remain unprotected. 
Total 
664 
140 
804 50 
50. Ibid, p. 9. 
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Number of persons in 140 towns and ... 898^' 
villages still unprotected, as certified by 
signature of malgoozars or headmen. 
The Government of India considered this report satisfactory. 
Till the year 1870 the Vaccination Department of Central 
Provinces was working under the Superintendent General of 
Vaccination. But from the season of 1870-71 the establishment of 
vaccinators was divided into three parties.^ "^  In the Central Provinces one 
vaccination establishment was started in Seoni district, second in 
Chhindwara, and third in Betul.^ ^ In each establishment one Native 
Superintendent and 10 vaccinators were appointed.^^ Each Vaccination 
Establishment was working under the superintendence of the Civil 
Surgeon of the district.''' In this season 43,751 persons had been 
51. Ibid. 
52. J. Geoghegan, Under Secretary to the Government of India to J.H. Morris 
Officiating Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, No. 3230, dated 
Simla, S'''August 1868, Ibid. 
53. The Sanitary Commission, Central Provinces to the Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 254, dated Nagpur, the 15"^  August 
1871, Report on the Vaccine Operations in the Central Provinces for the year 
of 1870, Home Department Proceedings, December 16, 1871, No. 101, NAI, 
p. 6. 
54. Ibid. 
55. Ibid. 
56. Ibid. 
57. Ibid. 
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vaccinated in these three districts.^^ Out of 43,751 cases, 37,234 cases 
proved successful.^^ Total 125,337 persons had been vaccinated in the 
season of 1870-71 over the whole Province.''^ In the season of 1869-70, 
37,711 operations were performed by the special establishment for 
Sambalpur.^' During this season the Civil Surgeon of Seoni district firstly 
decided to obtain the support of the Deputy Commissioner to make aware 
the people about the vaccination operations, and to impress on them the 
/TO 
necessity of acquiescence, secondly, to commence in the Seoni tahsil, 
and on its completion to extend the work into Katangi,^^ thirdly, to divide 
the tahsils into circles corresponding to Registration circles as nearly as 
circumstances and the features of the country would admit,^ "^ Fourthly, to 
allot to each Vaccinator a certain circle within which he should work 
from village to village,''^ fifthly, to commence as soon as good lymph 
58. The Secretary to the Chif Commissioner, Central Provinces to the Sanitary 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 2507/199, Dated Nagpur, the 18' 
November 1871, Report on the Vaccine operations in the Central Provinces 
for the year of 1870, Home Department Proceedings, December 16, 1871, No. 
101,NAI,p. 2. 
59. 85.1 per cent cases were successful in 1870-71. During the season of 1869-70 
88.5 per cent cases were found successful. Ibid. 
60. The Sanitary Commissioner, Central Provinces to the Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 254, Dated Nagpur, the 15'*^  August 
1871, Report on the Vaccine Operations in the Central Provinces for the year 
of 1870, Home Department Proceedings, December 16, 1871, No. 101, NAI, 
p. 7. 
61. Ibid. 
62. Report on the Vaccine Operations in the Seoni district, Central Provinces, 
during the season 1870-71, Appendix No. 1, Ibid, p. 14. 
63. Ibid. 
64. Ibid. 
65. Ibid. 
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could be obtained in the immediate vicinity of Seoni under my own and 
66 the Superintendent's personal supervision, sixthly, to rely for success 
more on such persuasive powers as could be brought to bear both by 
myself and my establishment than on coercive measures by means of 
Chaprasis.*'^  This district was divided into different circles and the 
following vaccinators were sent there: 
South-West comprising part of Haka 
Haveli Chaurai Durassi and Dongna 
North-West part of Haveli 
North or part of Haveli 
North-east or Ghansor ilaka 
Nabbu Khan 
Abdulsalam Khan 
Faizuddin 
Abdulwahab and 
Shaikh Karim 
Bakhsh 
Gondi ilaka Bihari Lai 
South-East or Ashta Imdad Ali 
Eastern portion below the Ghats or Ugli Jaikisan and Kadar 
Bakhsh 
The vaccination operations were supervised by the Superintendent 
and he also tried to make aware the people about the advantages of 
66. Ibid. 
67. Ibid. 
68. Ibid. 
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vaccination.^ In this district when Civil Surgeon was inspecting the 
vaccine operations, he found that in one village children had not been 
vaccinated and the vaccinator was not in village. The vaccinator was 
dismissed by the Sanitary Commissioner. In some villages he found that 
vaccinators had vaccinated those children who had marks of smallpox on 
71 
them and many children had smallpox. The results were undoubtedly 
"unsuccessful." In the western border and the eastern border of this 
district, out of 36 villages, 30 villages had not been vaccinated by the 
-7 0 
vaccinator. The results of 19 villages were successful. And 11 villages 
had been ignored.'''* The vaccinator had been fined and dismissed.''^ Civil 
Surgeon inspected 6 to 10 villages daily. He explained to the people 
about the motive of vaccination, the difference between, or rather its 
7A 
similarity to smallpox. He found some places that the people considered 
the vaccination policy and smallpox a religious matter. They decided to 
69. By the efforts of the municipal vaccinators the people became familiar with 
thebenefits of the vaccine operations. Therefore the vaccinators found no 
problem in collecting all the children in each village. Ibid. 
70. In village Lamajoti Children had not been vaccinated. 
71. In the Ghansar ilaka of this district Shaikh Karim Bakhsh and Abdul Wahab 
were the vaccinators. Abdul Wahab did not visited few villages and he did not 
mention the names of those villages in the returns. Ibid, p. 15. 
72. Ibid. 
73. Ibid. 
74. Ibid, pp. 15-16. 
75. Ibid. 
76. Civil Surgeon admitted that few vaccinators were doing a good job, and few 
vaccinators said to the people thath was the Sarkar's hukm, in order to 
convince the people for vaccination. Ibid. 
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77 
worship their god Devi after the vesicles had healed. In some villages 
people were ignorant about the vaccine operations, because they had 
no 
never heard of vaccination. Therefore, when the \'accinator had reached 
their villages, some villagers had left their villages with their children. 
When they found that the vaccinator had vaccinated other children of 
other influential people and the children were fine, then they became 
ready to vaccinate their children. In 1869 a bad epidemic of smallpox 
was spread in Seoni district and Ghansor and Gondi Talukas were 
suffering most severely. Civil Surgeon had an idea that at least 472 
deaths occurred during the year 1870 in Talukas of Ghansor and Gondi. 
O 1 
The population of this district was 167,308. During the season of 1870-
71, 11,534 persons had been vaccinated. 
The total cost of Vaccine Establishment was Rs. 1,471-1-6. Cost of 
tents, carriage of tents, and contingencies was Rs. 955-14-8. The number 
of successful cases was 9,587. The cost of each successful case was Rs. 
77. They were accustomed to do after recovery from small-pox, with a cocanut, 
akid, rice, pan, &C. Ibid. 
78. Ibid. 
79. Ibid. 
80. The Civil Surgeon of Seoni district took an average of 4 deaths per village for 
Ghansor and 2 for Gondi, and concluded that in Ghansor there were 80 
villages which meant (80x4=320 deaths had been occurred in this circle, and 
in Gondi there were 76 villages, which meant 76x2 = 152 deaths had been 
occurred in this circle. Ibid, p. 17. 
81. Ibid. 
82. Ibid. 
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0-4-0.*^ ^ The main consideration of Civil Surgeon, during his tour, was 
towards the water-supply for various villages, sanitary condition of 
villages, the disease that chiefly affected the people, the cause of these 
diseases. He found that the water of each well was polluted. The wells 
were filled with the soiled water either trickles or percolates. All the wells 
had a inwards sloping and all refused water went back. In some villages 
the water holes were used for washing and watering human beings, 
buffaloes, cattle and pigs. Therefore, the condition of the well became 
worse. However in some villages of this district the people had made 
some efforts towards the cleanliness of their villages. The vast materials 
and fertilizer were stored outside the villages. Pigs were kept outside the 
villages. The streets were swept by them. But they had not constructed 
toilets in their houses. And catties were housed with the family. In the 
dry season the houses were dry, open and clean, the floors washed with a 
mixture of cow-dung, ashes, or white clay. Fevers occurred often during 
and after the rains. 
83. Ibid. 
84. Ibid, p. 18. 
85. The Civil Surgeon firstly resolved to count the number of wells in each village 
and note their condition, position, depth, source of supply, and contamination, 
and contrast this with the diseases of the village or group of villages in the 
surrounding district. But when he visited ten or twelve a day he found that this 
was not possible. Ibid. 
86. Ibid. 
87. Ibid. 
88. Ibid. 
89. Ibid. 
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In the year of 1868 and 1869 the smallpox spread in the 
Chhindwara^*^ district. In the Chhindwara district the vaccine operation 
during the season of 1870-71 was started on 17"^  October.^' Under the 
supervision of Civil Medical Officer two children were vaccinated by 
English lymph. Both cases were unsuccessful. Two children were 
vaccinated on 21^ * October by lymph collected at Nagpur. One case was 
successful. Ten vaccinators were appointed for carrying the work of 
vaccine operations. For the vaccination of children Civil Medical Officer 
had applied many schemes. He fixed and declared particularly one day of 
a week for the vaccine operation. But the response of the people was not 
good.^ '* Then he sent vaccinators with crusts and points to each and every 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
The following vaccinators were appointed its Chhindwara district in different 
circles; 
Chhindwara (rural population) 
Umreth 
Chaurai 
Mokher 
Singori 
Amarwara 
Chand 
Pandhurna 
Sausar 
Mohgaon 
Bhawani Prasad 
Mohammad Talib 
Bhawani Prasad 
Turab Khan 
Ghulam Husain 
Gulab Singh 
Nadir Khan 
Roshan Lai 
Sita Ram 
Amir Khan 
Ibid. 
Four children were vaccinated on 24^  October by fresh supply of Lymph. Out 
of 4 cases, 2 cases proved successful. Three children were vaccinated on the 
25''^  and 28* October with Nagpur Lymph, of these two proved unsuccessful 
due to the rainy weather. Third case was successful, which was operated on 
28'".Ibid,p. 19. 
Ibid. 
It was not possible for some parents to bring their children to the vaccination 
and some parents bring their children to the markets at any time. Ibid. 
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village. But this scheme did not work well.^ ^ Many cases found 
unsuccessful. Usually hundred children vaccinated in a week. In this 
district 17,224 children had been vaccinated.^^ Out of 17,224 vaccinated 
cases, 406 cases were re-vaccinated 385 cases found successful. In 
some places the large number of unsuccessful vaccination cases were 
occurred. For instance in Khamarpani 112 children were inspected by the 
Civil Surgeon. He found that out of 112 cases, 35 cases were successful, 
37 cases were unsuccessful, 16 were doubtful and 24 were rising well. 
And in Bichwa he inspected 95 children. There were 48 successful, 24 
unsuccessful, 23 doubtful.^ ^ He discovered that in these places vesicles 
had been torn and bruised by rough handling, therefore, the percentage of 
unsuccessful cases were high.'^'' The cost of the vaccine establishment 
during the season was as follows: 101 
Rs. A. P. 
Pay of Native Superintendent and ten ... 847 0 0 
vaccinators 
Travelling allowance to Civil Surgeon, 
Rs.259-0-0 
Deduct traveling allowance to branch 
95. Ibid. 
96. Ibid, p. 20. 
97. Ibid. 
98. Ibid. 
99. Ibid. 
100. Ibid. 
101. Ibid, p. 21. 
179 0 0 
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dispensaries included in above bill. Rs.80-0-
0 
Carriage of tent 
Stationary and printing charges . . . 
Total 
30 
4 
1,060 
13 
0 
13 
11 
0 
11 
In this district the procedure of the Registration of children was not good 
as follow. The Kotwar reported the birth of ever>' child in his village. 
The father's name or other particulars were not given. The Civil Surgeon 
had appreciated all the vaccinators'^ ^ for their good job and Deputy 
Commissioner, Major Play fair, for his cooperation in the vaccination 
,• 104 
Operation. 
In the Betul district the total population was 258,230, scattered 
over an area of 4,118 square miles, which gave only an average of 62 
inhabitants per square mile.'*^ ^ The births in this district were about 28.4 
per mile, the deaths of children under one year brought down this average 
to 23.'^^ The total number vaccinated during the season 1870-71 was 
102. Ibid. 
103. The Civil Surgeon admitted that the native superintendent, Chituram was an 
honest man and had a good knowledge of his work. Mohammad Talib, 1^ ' 
Class vaccinator. 
104. Ibid. 
105. Copy of a letter from the Civil Assistant Surgeon, Betul, to the Sanitary 
Commisioner, Nagpur, dated April 1871, Ibid, p. 23. 
106. Ibid. 
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14,112. Out of 14,112 the successes to primary vaccination was said to 
amount to 11,446, and secondary to 560, gave a total of 12,006 successfiil 
cases, or nearly 60 per 1,000 of population of circles where vaccinators 
I OS 
worked. In this district the Superintendent was a Mohammedan. He 
tried to remove the prejudices of the people. The high caste Hindus did 
raise any objection to vaccinate their children by a Mohammedan. 
Saiyad Nur, Pratab Singh, Sheo Prasad, Amir Singh, Ganpat Singh, 
Amir-ud-din, Azim Rahman Khan were the vaccinators. According to the 
Civil Assistant Surgeon Saiyad Nur, who was the first class vaccinators, 
worked well. But his returns were not accurate."° Pratab Singh was an 
old man. He was not able to do his job. ' Sheo Prasad was careless in his 
work. Amir Singh was lethargic in his work: But his returns were 
accurate. Ganpat Singh faced some problems in his circle and therefore 
was not much able to do vaccine operations properly. 114 
107. On 17'" October 1870, 6 children were vaccinated by the Civil Assistant 
Surgeon and 4 others on 20*. 
108. Ibid. 
109. Earlier the people of high caste Hindus were not ready to vaccinate their 
children even by a very good caste Hindu. Ibid. 
110. Copy of a letter from the Sanitary Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the 
Commissioner, Nagpur Division, No. 450, dated Nagpur, the 5'^  September 
1870, Appendix No. 4, Report on the Vaccine operations in the Central 
Provinces for the year of 1870, Home Department Proceedings, December 16, 
1871, No. 101, NAI, p. 25. 
111. Ibid, p. 25. 
112. Ibid. 
113. Ibid. 
114. Ibid. 
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The Sanitary Commissioner, Central Provinces, gave an order to 
the Commissioner, Nagpur Division, that each vaccinator would be 
appointed to a certain defined circle. And he would be responsible for the 
vaccination within that circle."^ The total population of Nagpur division 
in 1870 was 558,119."^ The district would be divided into the following 
circles: 
Tahsil 
Nagpur 
Ramtek 
Katol 
Umrer 
Number of 
villages 
555 
562 
501 
679 
2,297 
Population 
74,523 
120,427 
116,247 
115,281 
426,478 
Number of 
vaccinator 
2 
2 
2 
2 
8 
Circles at 
Kalmeswar and Hingni 
Ramtek and Khapa 
Katol and Narkher 
Umrer and Kuhi 
He decided that for the vaccination operations one day should be fixed by 
the vaccinators at the principal towns and bazaar villages within their 
circles. The Civil Surgeon would be visited the larger towns in the 
district inspected the vaccine operations. The vaccinators would be 
115. Ibid. 
116. Ibid, p. 26 
117. Ibid. 
118. According to the Sanitary Commissioner the returns would be prepared 
weekly and monthly. Ibid. 
119. The children would be vaccinated by the vaccinator in a bazaar village on a 
bazaar day. Ibid. 
120. Ibid. 
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101 _ 
paid Rs. 15,12 and 10. The cost of the Vaccine Establishment in the 
Nagpur district would be as follows: 
Rs.'^^ 
Eight Vaccinators .... 1,152 
Native Superintendent at ... 900 Rs. 2,112 
According to the Sanitary Commissioner the Vaccine operations 
should be inspected by the Civil Medical Officers. The Commissioner 
of Nagpur Division was directed that the Vaccine Establishment should 
be worked regularly in this district to save the population from the 
smallpox.'^ "* Each district would be divided into circles.'^^ To remove this 
disease from the district he admitted that some efforts would be made to 
vaccinate.'^^ 
15,090 souls a year of the Nagpur population of 502,750 
18,240 souls a year of the Bhandara population of 608,480 
121. Higher rate would be given to the two vaccinators and the lower rates would 
be given to three vaccinators. Ibid. 
122. Sanitary Commissioner had decided that some qualified Native Doctor would 
be appointed to carry on the vaccine operation at a pay of rs. 80 a month, 
inclusive of travelling allowance. Ibid. 
123. Ibid. 
124. Copy of a letter from the Commissioner, Nagpur Division, to the Sanitary 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 3743, dated 12"^  September 1870, 
Report on the vaccine operations in the Central Provinces for the year of 1870, 
Home Department Proceedings, December 16, 1871, No. 101, NAI, p. 27. 
125. He had an idea that every circle would contained about 60,000 souls and 
placed under the charge of one vaccinator. Ibid, p. 28. 
126. Ibid. 
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10,290 souls a year of the Wardha population of 343,485 
16,110 souls a year of the Chanda population of 537,295 
5,130 souls a year of the Balaghat population of 170,964 
He was agreed with the Sanitary Commissioner on the cost of the 
Vaccine Establishment in this district and the appointment of a good 
1 97 
Superintendent on Rs. 80 per month. According to him the Vaccinators 
would be worked under the direction of the Tahsildars. He wanted to 
give some facilities to the vaccinator such as a small house should be 
given to him at some central town or village of his circle. He was 
agreed with the Sanitary Commissioner on this point that the vaccinators 
should be paid all through the year. Because the vaccinators were put 
on half salary during the intervals or off seasons," he recommended that 
the salaries of the vaccinators should be Rs. 7, Rs. 9, and Rs. 11 per 
mensem. And an allowance of 1 rupee could be granted to each 
I T T 
vaccinator for every 20 successful cases at the end of the season. This 
127. He believed that for the good results an honest supervision would be required 
and which could be obtained if we paid the Superintendent a good salary. Ibid. 
128. The reports, bills and references would be submitted by the vaccinators to the 
Tahsildars. Ibid. 
129. According to the Commissioner the drugs, such as quinine, cholera, 
medicines, ammonia for snake bites, and such like thing could be placed in the 
vaccinator's house. Ibid, p. 29. 
130. Ibid. 
131. Ibid. 
132. Ibid. 
133. Ibid. 
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amount would be spent by the Local Fund Budget.'^'* He was very 
hopeful that the Deputy Commissioner of Nagpur would be able to 
provide Rs. 2,500 to cover all vaccination expenditure under this 
scheme.'•^^ 
134. The Deputy Commissioner of Nagpur had Rs. 910 in his local fund Budget for 
the vaccinator's expenditure. Ibid. 
135. Ibid. 
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According to Surgeon General, Indian Medical Department, Lower 
Provinces of Bengal, to equal the birth-rate in these provinces, not less 
than 2,040,000 persons should be annually vaccinated.*^^ During the 
seasons of 1875-76 the number of persons vaccinated by the staff of 
Government vaccinators in the various circles of superintendence, and by 
vaccinators worked under the supervision of the civil surgeons of 
districts, during the past four years were as follows:'"^^ 
Calcutta and Suburbs 
Metropolitan Circles 
Darjeeling Circle 
Ranchee 
Santhal Pergunnahs 
Eastern Bengal Circle 
Orissa Circle 
Behar 
Dispensary Vaccination 
Total 
1875-76 
40,173 
471,856 
136,905 
13,818 
30,306 
96,840 
1,293 
4,328 
193,339 
988,858 
1874-75 
41,300 
402,385 
120,669 
27,343 
22,867 
110,950 
234,159 
959,673 
1873-74 
38,796 
306,676 
97,757 
37,411 
15,039 
78,491 
217,464 
791,634 
1872-73 
31,483 
267,074 
106,399 
36,518 
11,071 
47,549 
187,312 
687,406 
139. Report on vaccination in the Lower Provinces of Bengal for 1875-76, Home 
Department Proceedings, Medical, May 1877, Nos. 6 to 9, NAI, p. 9. 
140. Bengal Vaccination Report for 1875-76, From the Government of Bengal, No. 
140, dated the 13'" January, 1877, Ibid. p. 7. 
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The general ratio per cent of successful cases in primary 
vaccination was 97.2 per cent against 96.53 in 1874-75, and 96.18 in 
1873-74.''^' In the Calcutta, Eastern Bengal, and Metropolitan Circles the 
ratio was over 99 per cent.'"*^ During the season of 1875-76, 747,429 
persons were vaccinated by Government Fund, 59,469 persons were 
vaccinated by Municipal Fund, 3,000 persons were vaccinated by Local 
Funds, 1,425 persons were vaccinated by Native States, 8,438 persons 
were vaccinated by Dispensary Fund, 168,567 persons were vaccinated 
by Ex-inoculators. '^^ The Municipal Vaccinators and Dispensary 
Vaccinators had operated small number of cases.' The Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal was not satisfied with their performance. And he 
instructed that Medical Officer in charge of a dispensary was to be 
responsible to encourage vaccine operations and the work of Medical 
Officer should be checked by the Surgeon General.'''^ In 1874-75 the total 
expenditure of vaccination in this Provinces was Rs. 105,800, in which 
the contribution of the Government was Rs. 96,629. 
141. Ibid, p. 11. 
142. Ibid. 
143. In this year there was a little improvement in the proportion of females 
vaccinated, and a little fall of in infant vaccination. Ibid. 
144. Ibid. 
145. Ibid. 
146. During the season of 1874-75 the total expenditure of vaccine operation was 
Rs. 1,02,069. Ibid, pp. 11-13. 
165 
During the season of 1875-76 in Calcutta and its suburbs the 
vaccinators had operated vaccination cases successfully.'"^^ In the 
Metropolitan Circles the vaccine system pursued was "Continuous 
systematic progress by gangs under close inspection, and the exhaustive 
1 ^ o 
protection of definite areas radiating from a centre." The Government 
admitted that the results were very satisfactory. In the Darjeeling Circle 
successful vaccine operations were performed by the vaccinators. There, 
it is said, "the old desultory plan of scattering small gangs of vaccinators 
in several districts has been abandoned, and operations were concentrated 
in the district of Bogra, and the conterminous thanas of the surrounding 
districts."'"^^ In the Eastern Bengal Circle the large number of persons had 
been vaccinated in the district of Fureedpore.'^ *^ The results of the vaccine 
operations during the season of 1875-76 were good. In the Sonthal 
Pergunnahs due to the spread of smallpox in various parts the hindrance 
was occurred in the vaccination operations.''' The vaccination operations 
147. The Surgeon General gave a credit for this success to Dr. Charles. The 
Surgeon General admitted that Dr. Charles was full>- devoted towards his job. 
Ibid. 
148. According to the Surgeon-General, Dr. Gupta and his assistants Rai Jadub 
Chunder Ghose Bahadoor, Rai Ramsoonder Ghose Bahadoor, and Buddy Nath 
Brummo made a good efforts to carry on the vaccine operations. Ibid. 
149. Ibid. 
150. Ibid. 
151. Ibid. 
166 
were started late, but the results were satisfactory.'^' In this provinces the 
government was giving much emphasis on the training of men who 
would be worked as vaccinators in future. The object of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal was to induce inoculators to take to vaccination.'^ "^ A 
grant of Rs. 6,000 was sanctioned by this government to provide a staff of 
inspectors who should be controlled the working of ex-inoculators, to 
maintain a certain number of apprentices while under tuition, and to 
admit of rewards being given to those practitioners who would showed a 
good outturn of work.'" In few districts of this provinces this scheme was 
applied. Three Inspecting vaccinators were appointed in Midnapore 
district. They gave a training to twenty six apprentices.'^ They 
vaccinated 39,045 persons. Later ten vaccinators were discharged with 
certificates of qualification to practise. Five inspective and head 
vaccinators were supervised the operations of seventy-four ex-inoculators 
in Bankoora district.'^^ They vaccinated 37,435 persons, and a very large 
proportion of the cases were successful.'^^ In Manbhoom district 
152. Ibid. 
153. Ibid. 
154. Ibid. 
155. Ibid. 
156. Ibid. 
157. Ibid, p. 15. 
158. Ibid. 
159. Ibid. 
160. Ibid. 
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Inspecting vaccinators were giving training to seventy-five ex-inoculators 
and 26,872 persons were vaccinated by them.'^' The number of 
successful cases were not large. In Singbhoom fourteen ex-inoculators 
vaccinated 2,235 persons. 57,722 persons were vaccinated by seventy-
five ex-inoculators in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, where two apprentices 
were trained. Three ex-inoculators were vaccinated 3,973 in the 
Bhagulpore district. The Inspecting vaccinators were giving training to 
ten apprentices in Monghyr district, five of whom finally obtained 
1 £-1 
certificate of competency. 190 ex-inoculators were also employed, who 
vaccinated 21,063 persons.' 2,123 children were vaccinated in 
Chumparun district by 49 ex-inoculators.'^^ The results were good.'^^ In 
the districts of Singbhoom and Bhagulpore the results of vaccination 
cases were not encouraging. The number of successfial cases were not 
large. The Lieutenant - Governor concluded that the civil surgeons of 
districts must be held responsible for the working of vaccine 
161. Ibid. 
162. Ibid. 
163. Ibid. 
164. Ibid. 
165. Ibid. 
166. Ibid. 
167. Ibid. 
168. This effort was done in eight districts, where 178,032 persons were 
successfully vaccinated at an aggregate cost to Government of Rs. 3,311 only. 
168 
establishments."'^ He admitted that the lymph, which was supplied in this 
provinces, was not of good quality. And according to him the good 
quality of lymph should be supplied in the mofussil. 
In 1880 the Government of India found necessary to enact special 
measures to check the growth and spread of the smallpox, because the 
large number of death occurred every year by smallpox in India. Then 
in 1880 the Government of India had passed the Vaccination Act, 1880 
(Act 13 of 1880). • This Act defined the Municipal Commissioners, 
parent, guardian, unprotected child, inoculation, vaccination, circle, 
vaccinator, vaccination season, which were as following: 
"Municipal Commissioners": the expression "Municipal Commissioners" 
meant a body of Municipal Commissioners or a Municipal Committee 
constituted under the provisions of any enactment for the time being in 
force.'^^ 
169. Ibid. 
170. Ibid. 
171. Ibid. 
172. Government of India, Legislative Department, The Unrepealed General Acts 
of the Governor General in Council, from 1879 to 1886, both inclusive, Vol. 
Ill, Fourth Edition, Calcutta, Superintendent Government Printing India, 1909. 
173. This Act might be called the Vaccination Act, 1880, and it was to be applied 
only to such municipalities and cantonments situated in ''lUttar Pradesh, 
''[Punjab as it existed immediately before the 1st November, 1956], the Central 
Provinces, Assam, Delhi, Ajmer] and Coorg as it might be extended to in 
manner hereinafter provided. Section 1, Ibid. 
174. Section 2(1), Ibid. 
169 
"Parent": meant the father of a legitimate child and the mother of an 
illegitimate child. ^ ^ 
"Guardian": included any person who had accepted or assumed the care 
or custody of any child.'^'' 
"Unprotected child": meant a child who had not been protected from 
smallpox by having had that disease either naturall}' or by inoculation, or 
by having been successfully vaccinated, and who had not been certified 
under this Act to be insusceptible to vaccination. 
"Inoculation": meant any operation performed with the object of 
producing the disease of smallpox in any person by means of variolous 
matter.'^^ 
"Vaccination Circle": meant one of parts into which a municipality or 
cantonment had been divided under this Act for the performance of 
• ,• 179 
vaccmation. 
Vaccinator": meant any vaccinator appointed under this Act to perform 
the operation of vaccination, or any private person authorized in any 
175. Section 2(2), Ibid. 
176. Section 2(3), Ibid. 
177. Section 2(4), Ibid. 
178. Section 2(5), Ibid. 
179. Section 2(6), Ibid. 
170 
manner hereinafter provided to perform the same operation; and included 
a "Supermtendent of Vaccination." 
"Vaccination-season": meant the period from time to time fixed by the 
'XState Government) for any local area under its administration by 
notification in the official Gazette, during which alone vaccination might 
1 O I 
be performed under this Act. 
This Act gave a power to the Municipal Commissioners to apply to 
the State Government to extend this Act to the whole or any part of a 
municipality. Any inhabitant of such municipality or part thereof who 
had an objection to such extension might within six weeks from the date 
of such publication, sent his objection in writing to the Secretary to the 
State Government, and the State Government was to take such objection 
into consideration. Under the provisions of the Act the State 
Government could extend this Act to the whole or any part of a military 
cantonment.'^ "^ Any local area in a cantonment, from the operation of this 
Act could withdraw by the State Government. Inoculation was to be 
prohibited in any local area to which provisions of this Act were 
180. Section 2(7), Ibid. 
181. Section 2(8), Ibid. 
182. Section 2(9), Ibid. 
183. State Government was to be published in the Official Gazette, if it wanted to 
extend this Act in the manner proposed. Section 3A (UP)-S9, Ibid. 
184. Ibid. 
185. Ibid. 
171 
1 Q/: 
enforced. Inoculated persons were not permitted to enter, without 
certificate, into local area a subject to Act. Every local area to which 
this Act applied was to be a vaccination - circle, or was to be divided into 
a number of such circles; 
Vaccinators: 
One or more vaccinators were to be appointed in manner 
hereinafter provided for each such local area.'^ ^ 
A license could be provided by Commissioner to private 
vaccinators to perform vaccination in any vaccination-circle, and could be 
1 OQ 
suspended or conceal any such license. When any unprotected child, 
attained the age of 6 months, had resided for a period of one month 
during the vaccination season in any local area to which the provisions of 
this Act enforced, and had not at the expiration of such period attained the 
age; if a boy, of fourteen years, and if a girl, of eighteen years, the parent 
or guardian of such child was to take it, or cause it to be taken, to a 
vaccinator to be vaccinated, or was to send for a vaccinator to vaccinate 
it.'^ ^ Vaccinator was to vaccinate the child and delivered to its parent or 
186. Ibid. 
187. Ibid. 
188. Ibid. 
189. Ibid. 
190. Ibid. 
172 
guardian a memorandum stating the date on whicli the vaccination had 
been performed and the date on which the child was to be inspected in 
order to ascertain the result of the operation.'^' The parent or guardian of 
every child, which had been vaccinated, was to take the child, to a 
vaccinator for inspection.^ After inspection the vaccinator was to be 
then appended to the memorandum a certificate stated that the child had 
been inspected and the result of such inspection. When it was ascertain 
at the time of inspecting a child that the vaccination had been successful, 
a certificate was to be delivered by the vaccinator to the parent or 
guardian of such child to that effect, and such child was thereafter to be 
deemed to be protected.'^ "^ When it was ascertained that the vaccination 
had been unsuccessful the parent or guardian was to vaccinated the child 
and subsequently inspected.'^^ The vaccination of a child was to be 
performed with such lymph as might be prescribed by the rules to be 
made under this Act. If animal lymph was so prescribed and the parent 
or guardian of any child desired that such child would be vaccinated with 
1Q7 • 
human lymph, it was to be so vaccinated. And if any local area in 
191. Ibid. 
192. Ibid. 
193. Inspection after vaccination, Section 7, Ss-10. 
194. Ibid. 
195. Procedure when vaccination is unsuccessful - Section 7, Ss-11. 
196. Procedure when vaccination is unsuccessful - Section 7, Ss-12. 
197. What lymph to be used - Section 7, Ss-15. 
173 
which animal lymph was procurable, human lymph was so prescribed, 
and the parent or guardian of any child desired that such child should be 
vaccinated, with animal lymph, and tenders to the vaccinator the amount 
of such fee, not exceeding one rupee, as might be fixed by such rules in 
this behalf, such child was to be so vaccinated.' Only private vaccinator 
could charged the fee from the parent or guardian of any child for any of 
the duties imposed on such vaccinator by or under the provisions of the 
Act. The Superintendent of vaccination was to be ascertained whether 
all unprotected children, under the age of fourteen years if boys, and 
under the age of eight years if girls, within the local area under his 
superintendence had been vaccinated; and if he had reason to believe that 
the parent or guardian or any such child was bound by the provisions 
hereinafter contained to procure the vaccination of such child or to 
present it for inspection, he was to personally go to the house of such 
parent or guardian to make enquiry and if the fact was proved, then the 
Superintendent was to be affixed to the parent's house a notice, which 
required that the child be vaccinated, or that it was to be presented for 
inspection, at a time and place to be specified in such notice. The 
Municipal Commissioners might be made rules consistent with this Act 
198. Ibid. 
199. Ibid. 
200. No fee to be charged except by private vaccination - Section 7, Ss 16. Ibid. 
174 
for the proper enforcement of this Act within the limits to which it 
201 
apphed. Certificate of vaccination was to be in the following Form: 202 
Register 
No. 6 
2 
'5b 
Date of 
presentation 
Result 
Record of 
instructions 
Public 
vaccinator 
a 
2 < 
S 
2 
- t—» 
m 
a 
U 
NOTE: The child herein mentioned i 
certificate for examination on. 
Certified that the above is a true account 
This certificate was given to 
Superii itendent ofvaccii lation 
ID 
O 
O 
<u 
o 
Result of operation 
Case examined on 
the 
and found 
s to be presented with this 
Public Vaccinator 
of the vaccination it records. 
With instruction to 
Public vaccinator 
The entry in the column of resuhs should be (1) "successful" or (2) 
"unsuccessful", or (3) "unsuccessful" for the third time." 
The instructions should be (1) "to preserve the certificate" or (2) "to 
present the child for revaccination," or (3) "to consider fiirther 
vaccination of the child unnecessary." 
201. Duties of Superintendent, Section 7, Ss-17, Ibid. 
202. Power to make rules for municipalities. Section 7, Ss-19, Ibid. 
175 
Instructions in form (3) sliall be countersigned by the Superintendent. 
203 Certificate of unfitness for vaccination shall be in the following forms: 
Name of 
child 
Name of 
parent and 
place of 
abode 
Cause of 
unfitness 
Instructions 
Name Sex Age Name Caste Place 
of 
abode 
Instructions 
Child to be 
presented 
for 
reinspection 
on 
I hereby certify that the above named child was presented to me for 
vaccination this day and faund unfit for vaccination for a period of by 
reason of 
Countersigned Superintend 
Public 
vaccinator 
The instrucfion entry should denote (1) a fixed date of current vaccination 
season, or (2) a period of the rent vaccination season. 
FORMC 
203. British Enactments in Force in Native States, Volume II, States in Direct 
Relation with the Government of India, Orders under Acts applied, and orders 
under Local Acts in Baluchistan, Baroda and Central India, Complied by J.M. 
Macpherson, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-law, and Secretary to the 
Government of India, Legislative Department, Second Edition, revised and 
continued up to the 15'*' August 1899, by A. Williams, LL.M., I.C.S., Third 
Edition, Further revised and continued up to the 19"^  April 1913, by O.V. 
Bosanquet, CLE., I.C.S., Calcutta, Superintendent Government Printing, 
India, 1914, p. 14. 
176 
"^""Public Notice Dated 
The public are hereby informed that the vaccination season of 188, 
commenced on the , and this is to give notice that, in 
obedience to the law, every unvaccinated, child of more than six months 
of age, resident within the Quitta Municipality, should be presented by its 
parent or guardian to the public vaccinator for inspection, with a view to 
its vaccination. If by reason of ill-health the child is found to be 
temporarily unfit for vaccination, a certificate (in form B) will be issued 
to the parent or guardian of the child notifying the date on which the child 
must again be presented for inspection with a view to vaccination. 
Secretary, Municipal Committee 
FORMD 
"^^ NOTICE ISSUED UNDER SECTION 17 OF THE 
VACCINATION ACT ON THE OF 189 
To 
(Name) of (address) 
Quitta 
The above named (name) is required to present to the Public Vaccination 
the under mentioned child (or children) on the of 
204. Ibid, p. 15. 
205. Ibid. 
177 
189, for examination, with a view to the 
vaccination of such child (or children). 
Name or description of child (or children) 
Superintendent of Vaccination 
206 REGISTER (RULE XV) 
FORM I 
Vaccination register of infants born in the 
Mohalla of Quetta Municipality, commencing from V^ March 1897. 
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206. Ibid, p. 16. 
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207 Form II 
Register of names of boys of less than 14 years of age, and of girls of less 
than 8 years of age, now resident in or hereafter brought into the Quetta 
Municipality who have not been vaccinated or have not had smallpox 
disease. 
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ah No. 1942, dated the 4 April 1908. In suppression of Notification No. 
4471, dated Quetta, the 17^ ^ July 1897, the Agent to the Governor-
General Rules for in Baluchistan is pleased to make the Quetta following 
rules under section 20 of the cantonment Vaccination Act, XIII of 1880, 
for the regulation of vaccine operations within the limits of the 
cantonment of Quetta. 
207. Ibid. 
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Division of the cantonment its circles for the performance of 
vaccination. 
I. The area of the Quetta Cantonment shall be considered one circle 
for the purpose of these rules. 
II. The Civil Surgeon of Quetta shall, ex-officio, be superintendent of 
vaccination within the limits of the Quetta Cantonments as regards the 
general public, the vaccination of all traps, there families and followers 
being carried out by the Medical Officer concerned, and in carrying out 
these rules shall act in consultation with the Principal Medical Officer, 
His Majesty's Forces in Baluchistan. 
During the season of 1887-88 in Bengal the total number of 
vaccine operators were 2,151. But in 1888-89 the Government of 
Bengal had appointed 2,320 vaccine operators.^ '^^  The total number of 
operations including 4,604 re-vaccinations amounted to 1,758,354 against 
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1,639,694 in the preceding year. The following table shows the total 
number of primary vaccinations performed in 1888-89 as compared with 
those for 1887-88:^" 
208. Ibid. 
209. Bengal Vaccination Report for 1888-89, Municipal Department, Sanitation, 
October 1889, No. 67-69, NAI, p. 1. 
210. Ibid. 
211. Ibid. 
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Calcutta 
Metropolitan Circles 
Suburbs of Calcutta, including central 
vaccine deposits 
Total Metropolitan Circles 
Darjeeling Circle 
Ranchi Circle 
Sonthal Pergunnahs Circle 
Eastern Bengal Circle 
Orissa Circle 
Behar Circle 
Total of Vaccination Circles 
Municipalities and dispensaries &c. 
Grand Total 
1888-89 
Primary 
9,699 
417,961 
8,133 
426,094 
289,704 
139,101 
128,065 
567,067 
90,446 
103,574 
1,753,750 
84,465 
1,838,215 
1887-88 
Primary 
9,809 
391,809 
8,763 
400,675 
274,876 
144,782 
108,940 
540,467 
84,995 
70,344 
1,634,888 
77,409 
1,712,297 
212 There was an increase of 125,918 operations during the year. 
From the year of 1884-85 the small number of vaccine operations were 
carried on by the Municipalities. But in 1888-89 there was an increase 
of 6,115 in vaccinations in municipalities.^ '"* 
212. Ibid, p. 3. 
213. Ibid. 
214. Ibid. 
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The following table shows the strength of the working 
establishment in 1888-89 and the previous year: 
Year 
1888-89 
1887-88 
C 
u 
D . 
3 
8* 
8* 
C 
<D 
-o 
c 
1) 
,c 
o. 
GO 
>> 
a 
Q 
12 
12 
• g o 
o "i 
93 
93 
O 
o 
o 
> 
-a 
19 
21 
Vaccinators 
Paid 
432 
419 
Licensed 
1,353 
1,335 
Apprentices 
Paid 
48 
40 
Licensed 
731 
598 
Remarks 
*Including the 
Health Officer 
of the Town of 
Calcutta, who 
was in charge of 
vaccination in 
that city. 
The total expenditure during the season on vaccine operations was 
Rs. 1,67,790-3. In 1887-88 the total cost of vaccination was Rs. 1,57,346-
8-2 216 
But the Supreme Government was doubtful about the correctness 
217 of the ratios of success returned by the vaccinators of Bengal. And 
these ratios were differ from those given by Municipal and Dispensary 
Vaccinators. In the year 1888 the Bengal Government had incurred 
large amount in vaccination operations as compared with the previous 
215. 
216. 
217. 
218. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
In the Chittagong district of Bengal first time the vaccination operation was 
carried on during this season. Eight thanas of this district had been protected 
by the Government agency. Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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year, but even though the total death from smallpox in this province was 
219 6,247. Therefore, the Supreme Government suggested to the Bengal 
government that the vaccine operations of the licensed vaccinators should 
be checked carefully. Because the negligency of the vaccinators and 
failure of the vaccine operations could create prejudice in the minds of 
991 
the people against vaccination. 
The following table shows the total number of operations 
performed by the various vaccine agencies during each of the last five 
years in Madras Presidency: 222 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(0 
(g) 
Operations performed 
By Government Vaccinators in 
Agency Tracts 
By Local Fund Vaccinators 
By Municipal Vaccinators, 
including Madras 
In Cantonments 
In Dispensaries 
Other operations by Medical 
subordinates 
In the Zemindaries of Jeypore and 
Arni 
Total 
1883 
16,891 
595,214 
96,274 
4,551 
13,230 
14,210 
4,752 
745,122 
1884 
12,401 
621,812 
112,812 
4,158 
22,569 
14,045 
4,506 
792,303 
1885 
9,985 
612,057 
96,922 
2,933 
23,616 
11,567 
761,162 
1886 
8,514 
588,750 
74,012 
3,154 
17,243 
9,485 
4,629 
705,587 
1887-88 
9,816 
625,795 
75,535 
3,937 
14,174 
5,181 
4,042 
738,480 
1888-89 
17,104 
676,293 
85,572 
4,972 
18,827 
4,379 
2,270 
809,417 
219. 
220. 
221. 
222. 
C.J. Lyall, CLE., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department, No. 327, 
dated Simla, the 17* October 1889, Ibid, p. 5. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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The results of previous years were as given below: 223 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887-88 
No. of operations per 1,000 of 
population 
25.6 
24.6 
22.8 
23.8 
In the districts of Bellary, Kurnool, Vizagapatam, Salem, South 
Arcot, Tanjore, Cuddapah and Godavari animal vaccination was practised 
in 1887-88.^ '^* 42,445 operations were performed with animal lymph, of 
which 39,816 were successful cases, against 13,587 (with 11,938 
successftil cases) in 1887-88. 225 
xth th Till the end of the 19 century and early 20 century mostly 
Indians were against the vaccination policy of government. One Dr. Jetha 
Nand, of Multan City, who had been prosecuted three times for not 
having his child vaccinated, and who had for the third conviction served a 
term of imprisonment, was threatened with a fourth prosecution. The 
Statesman of Calcutta, August 22"'', 1891, gave a remark upon the 
223. Ibid. 
224. Report on Vaccination in the Madras Presidency for the year 1888-89, Home 
Department Proceedings, December 1889, Nos. 32 to 35, NAI, p. 3. 
225. Ibid. 
226. Ibid. 
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"Resolution on the Statistical Returns of Vaccination on the Statistical 
Returns of Vaccination in Bengal for 1890-1," observed: "It has been 
stated that one of the greatest objections to vaccinations among the 
natives of India and other oriental peoples, is that diseases such as 
leprosy, and other terrible blood diseases, have been inoculated with the 
vaccine virus." And in a subsequent issue the same journal referred to the 
dangers of leprous vaccination in these terms: "There seems to be no 
possible room for doubting the reality of the very grave danger to which 
attention is drawn ... It is notorious that inoculation, that is, the direct 
introduction of the virus into the blood, is the chief if not the sole means, 
by which leprosy is communicated."^^^ During the period of early 20^ *^  
century the smallpox was spread among the Haj pilgrims. Therefore, 
the Government of India had decided to institute compulsory vaccination 
amongst them. But the official report during this time showed that 
smallpox was again widespread, the sufferers were mostly amongst the 
vaccinated. 31 cases of smallpox were found among the pilgrims, of these 
28 were amongst the vaccinated, and only there were amongst the 
unvaccinated. Nine deaths took place, seven occurred among the 
227. Ibid. 
228. (Article) Recent Developments of the Vaccination Question in India, By Mr. 
Kaikhushru J. Tarachand B.A., Hindustan Review, 1912-1915, RM-1682, 
RM-1726, No. 3/16, Feb. to Mar. 1913, p. 113-182, Ace. No. RM-1691, 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. 
229. Ibid. 
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vaccinated, and only one among the unvaccinated."" During this period 
the Sanitary Commissioner for the Central Provinces reported: "these 
people ... preserve the same attitude towards vaccination and are quite 
prepared to enforce their objections by violence." The Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam mentioned in its Triennial Report on 
Vaccination that: "There was a considerable opposition to vaccination 
among the Mohammedan weavers ... and among the Ferazi 
Mohammedans."^'^ Even in Burma, the Native States of India, the 
people were not in favour of vaccination. The Government of Burma 
stated that "In Magwe and Henzada vaccination is unpopular." Again, "in 
Tharrawaddy and Amherst several villages show a hostile attitude 
towards the vaccination operation." The educated classes of Burma 
sent a large number of cards protesting against compulsory vaccination. 
Those cards were returned signed from all parts of India. 
On 3''''April 1911 one news was published in Times of India that 
"The Maharaja of Bikaner has lost his third son from complications 
following on vaccination."^^^ The British Medical Journal said: "In 
230. Ibid. 
231. Ibid. 
232. Ibid. 
233. Ibid. 
234. Ibid. 
235. Ibid. 
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addition to the fact that people are ill after vaccination, it is important to 
remember that people die after the operation if not from the disease itself, 
at least from its sequel, notably erysipelas." 
236. Ibid. 
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Ctiapter-4 
CfiitcCren stated to Critninaf ^ ces and (Britisfi 
(PoCides to ^form those Children 
m - ^ 
CHAPTER - 4 
CHILDREN RELATED TO CRIMINAL RACES AND 
BRITISH POLICIES TO REFORM THOSE CHILDREN 
In colonial period a distinct class of hereditary murderers and 
plunderers were living in different parts of India.' These distinct classes 
were known as Criminal races. The members of these criminal races had 
also drawn their young children in crimes. So that these criminal races 
were known as hereditary criminal races. These criminal races on a large 
scale lived quietly in villages and in the periodical periods of the year the 
members of these classes started wandering and when got a good 
opportunity committed crime. Mills, the author of 'History of British 
India', says -
"An offence is an act by which a right is violated. The object of 
punishment is to prevent such acts. It is employed, under the empire of 
reason only as a last resource. If offences could be prevented without 
punishment, punishment ought never to exist. It follows as a necessary 
1. Reformatory measures connected with the treatment of Criminals in India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-B, January 1867, No. 41, p. 174, 
National Archives of India (hereinafter NAI). 
2. Ibid. 
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consequence that a little of it as possible ought to exist.^ Major G. 
Huthinson, Inspector General of Police, Punjab, observed that in India so 
many tribes and so many races were indulged in certain kind of crimes 
from generation to generation. Meenas, Sunorias, Sansees, Pukheewars, 
Banjarees, Kolatees, Buddhuks, Pardees, Kaiekarees, Kunjurs, Nuths, 
Binds, Sunnyasses, Bedyes, etc. were prominent criminal classes of 
India. The illegal acts which they carried from father to son were 
thugeee, poisoning, dacoitee, professional swindling, cattle-stealing, 
coining, thieving etc. Men, women, children, the whole family employed 
in these illegal acts. These criminal classes were also supported by the 
race of landholders. These criminal classes had hardly any other 
profession than plunder from generation to generation. The children of 
these classes also learnt the crime of thuggee, dacoity and plundering in 
their family. Thuggee was a system of murder by strangulation. Thuggs 
were also known as Phansigars. They used a narrow cord with a noose to 
strangulate the people. They also used their turban or a dhotee for 
o 
strangulation. Every gang had its sirdar or leader. They looked like 
travelers and behaved like traders. The leader of the gang, if he became 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid, pp. 196-200. 
5. Ibid, p. 174. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid. 
8. These cloths were double to the length of two or two and a half feet and the 
Knot was formed at the double extremity. Ibid. 
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rich by plundering, often traveled on horseback with a tent and passed 
through a wealthy merchant.^ The group of the thuggs usually stayed at 
way-side inns, known as Choutries, on the high roads, or near towns 
where travelers wanted to take some rest. The gang divided themselves 
into few groups. Every group consisted of two or three persons. They 
reached at such places and enter towns and villages in straggling parties. 
They pretended to meet by coincidence and had no previous 
acquaintance. Few people of the gang tried to know about the property of 
the travelers." The thuggs were often accompanied by young children of 
ten years of age or upwards. These young children behaved like 
domestic servants of the thuggi group. These children tried to prevent 
suspicion over the real character of the thugs before the merchant 
travelers. Children of the thugs group had a perfection in art of deceiving 
I T 
the people. These young children tried to communicate with the 
travelers. Young children introduced themselves deviously to the 
travelers and tried to gain attentions of travelers.''^ They tried to get all the 
informations about the travelers such as, from where they had come, for 
9. 
10. 
11, 
12. 
13. 
14. 
Ibid, p. 178. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid, p. 179. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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what purposes they were traveling and of what property they were 
holding with them.'^ 
The thugs in this way used young children to get all informations 
about the travelers. These young children ga\'e all descriptions of 
travelers to the phansigars. When the phansigars got all the informations 
and judged necessary to attack a traveler, then they gave the travelers 
reasonable reasons of mutual safety or for the sake of society to travel 
together.'^ But they had wrong intentions. If the phansigars were not 
become able to travel with the travelers, then the phansigars followed 
them at a little distance or reached at a suitable place. And from this place 
they looked for a good opportunity to accomplish their mission.''' All of a 
sudden one group of the thugs put a rope, or loop of cloth worn over one 
shoulder or round waist, around the neck of the travelers. And the other 
people of the gang assisted the phansigars in murder of the travelers. If 
there was only one party, or the travelers suspected and avoided the 
whole, two men were appointed to watch their motions. One man 
followed the travelers and the other man gave the knowledge of the 
travellers' got engage in the murder of one man.'^ One of the phansigars 
15. Ibid. 
16. Ibid. 
17. If the traveler suspected one party, then this party was immediately shaken off 
and the second party destroy him. Ibid. 
18. Ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
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suddenly put the cloth round the neck of the person and retained hold of 
one end. The other side of the rope was seized by the second phansigars. 
These two phansigars pressed the head of the person forward and the 
third villain pulled his legs. Thus the traveler thrown upon the ground 
and being killed by these phansigars. Thugs taught this profession of 
7 1 
thuggee to their children. 
Thugs taught this profession of thuggee to all their male children 
firstly to join a party of thugs. They usually sent their children in the 
gang of some relatives so learn. That gang worked as the instructor of the 
boy. The boy learnt to regard the gang with great respect. The boy 
worked like a subservient in the gang. He had to carry a bundle of things 
and food for the gang. The father of the son continuously worked as his 
teacher. The boy learnt there how to misguide the travelers. He was not 
expected to give infomiation to the traveler that he belonged to some kind 
of wandering tribe. When the people of the gang committed a murder of 
the traveler, then the boy was not permitted to be there. He stood at a 
distance from the place of murder along with one of the watchers. He 
could see only the dead body of the traveler at the initial stage. 
20. Ibid. 
21. Ibid. 
22. Ibid, p. 185. 
23. Ibid. 
24. The gang instructed a boy that the murder of a human being was like a murder 
of a fowl or sheep. Ibid. 
25. Ibid. 
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He got some portion of the booty from the gang. Later he could 
assist the gang in small matters during the time of traveler's murder. He 
was to prove his bodily strength and his cautious for this heinous crime. 
He was to indicate that he was capable of applying the 'dhote'. The boy 
was not allowed to do so until he had been formally presented with one 
by his tutor. And gradually the boy become a hard criminal in the 
company of the criminal gang. Some criminal gangs worked on the 
9R 
rivers and some on the roads. Criminal gangs of roads firstly strangulate 
the traveler. And after the strangulation they stabbed him under the arm-
pit on either side. The thugs never killed those young children, who 
were accompanied with the travelers. Because they adopted these 
children. And these young children either learnt the occupation of 
thuggee, or to be married to thugs. These thugs spoke a language of 
their own called "Ramaseeana". This language had been spoken by thugs 
all over the Hindoostan, except Punjab. 
26. The boy was to attain the age of 18, 20 or 21 years in order to assist the gang 
in murder. Ibid. 
27. Ibid. 
28. Ibid, p. 181. 
29. No one among the travelers could be escaped from the hands of the thugs. If 
someone escaped somehow, then the thugs caught him up and cut him down 
with swords. Ibid. 
30. Ibid. 
31. Ibid. 
32. Ibid. 
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Major G. Hutchinson, Inspector General of Police, Punjab, gave a 
few examples about the working of thugs on the roads, explained by 
some man who belonged to one of the thuggee, gang: 
"Expedition by a gang of thugs in Oude. We followed the high 
road for about twenty days, in search of travelers, until we reached. 
Selempore, where we met a very old men going to the east: we won his 
confidence in this manner (villains) to carried a load which was to 
fatiguing for his age, I said to him, after some conversation, you are an 
old man, I will aid you in carrying your load, as you are from my part of 
the country; he said 'very well take me with you.' So we took him with us 
to Selempore, where we slept at night, we woke him next morning before 
dawn and set out, and at the distance of three miles we seated him to rest 
as it was very dark, Madara was ready behind him and strangled him. He 
was about sixty or seventy years of age; he never spoke a word, we flung 
his remains into a wall, having first stabbed his corpse." 
The same man had also explained one more case of thuggee to 
Major G. Huthinson, which was as follows:^ "* 
"That day two thugs, Adhar and Salar, the latter of whom is an 
expert inveigler, won a traveller's confidence. He was a Rajpoot from 
33. Ibid, p. 182. 
34. Ibid. 
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Lahore, going to his home; he was lodged by the decoyers in the house of 
a Bunnea in tukeea. They awoke him during the night and set out with 
him, but on the way he said to his two decoyers, 'you are two suspicious 
persons, you look like thugs, do not come near me. Seeing that he had 
become suspicious I said to the party in my secret thug language, 'go 
aside, he suspects you.' They returned. The traveller then addressed me 
expressing his doubts, suggested that we two should keep together; I 
agreed with him and expressed my doubts of these two men; so we 
walked on together, and I took an opportunity of strangling him as he 
walked. Mukdoomee thug was close at hand to aid; we flung the body 
into a spot where there was no water, and left it to be devoured by 
jackals. 
"A havildar and four sepoys of the 37'^  Regiment, then stationed at 
Karnaul, were proceeding together to their homes near Lucknow, when 
they fell in with a gang of thugs, who pretended to have escorted an 
European officer to Futteh Ghur, and to be on their way to their homes in 
the neighbourhood of those of the party. They spent the night at Jelapore, 
and as the party were anxious to make the most of their fiirlough, they 
made long marches; and as usual left the place with the gang long before 
daylight. The gang pretending to be on short duty was armed, while the 
sepoys, not half the number, were without arms. They had gone on about 
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two miles when the havildar had some vague suspicion of danger, and 
unperceived sat down on the grass by the side of the road; the party had 
not advanced many paces from him when the signal was given, and the 
sepoys were stangled. The havildar heard their stifled screams, crawled to 
the village of Khujolee, and brought the police to the spot, where he 
found the dead bodies of his companions and had them taken to 
Lucknow; But all search for the murderers was fruitless. 
"In the beginning of 1835, one of this gang, then with me at 
Jalalpore, described this case, and stated that till they counted the dead 
bodies when about to bury them, they had supposed the whole five to be 
murdered. Finding one had made his escape in a mysterious manner they 
were alarmed and ran off, leaving the bodies unburied. I made the 
necessary reference to Lucknow, and found the bodies had been 
discovered and the statement so far confirmed; but I had no hope of even 
being able to discover the survivor of the party. Some months after this 
the havildar mentioning to his commanding officer at Nussurabad, the 
narrow escape be had Nussurabad once had near Julalpore in Oude, was 
sent to Lieutenant Briggs of my department then at the station; and he 
described the circumstances just as they had been described to me, stating 
that if he were to live to eternity, the recollection of the horror of that 
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moment when his poor companions had been strangled within a few 
paces of him and within his hearing would make him shudder.""^^ 
The thuggee crime of poisoning was also followed by professional 
thugs. Poisoning by "datoora" was practiced by the regular thugs so far 
back as 1810, as a kind of preliminary to strangling their victims. In the 
police report for 1865 one case of poisoning had been mentioned.^^ This 
case showed that how the professional thugs were plundering the 
travelers by giving them poison. And this case also showed the 
difficulties which the police department was facing in order to discover 
•JO 
the prisoner. 
The case was as follows: 
35. Ibid. 
36. A family consisted of two brothers and two daughters, two lads, a boy about 
seven year old, and four servants were traveling from Nagpore to Bingree, (a 
distance of more than 200 miles). A gang of thugs made an intimacy with the 
members of this family. This family had saved these thugs from arrest and 
imprisonment, when they were charged with a robbery. Even though the thugs 
had killed each and every member of this family by strangulation. Ibid, p.l 
183. 
37. From the Punjab Police report for 1861. 
"The facility with which vegetable poisons are obtained; the eat with which 
they can to mixed with the ordinary food, without causing suspicion; and the 
sudden insensibility of the victims, tend to make the detection and conviction 
of the offenders a matter of considerable difficulty. 
"In particular instances it has been detected amongst men calling themselves 
either prohits or Brahmins, and who profess to arrange marriages; the victim is 
induced to accompany them to the residence of the party desirous of making 
the marriage, and is poisoned and robbery on the road; death does not always 
ensue." Ibid, p. 190. 
38. In Punjab, 41 cases of poisoning had occurred in 1860, 50 cases in 1861, 37 
cases, cases in 1862, 34 cases in 1863, 33 cases in 1864, 42 cases in 1865. 
Ibid, p. 189. 
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"On the 23 April two men were found lying senseless at a well 
close to the Gorinda police station on the grand trunk, twelve miles from 
Umritsar and were sent in for treatment; the civil surgeon gave his 
opinion that they had been poisoned by 'datura' and treating them for that 
poison, succeeded in bringing them for that poison, succeeded in bringing 
them round. 
They stated that they were inhabitants of Hoshiarpore, and had 
come to Umritsur (Amritsar) for work on the Railway; that a serai (way-
side) near Umritsur, they had been joined by a one-eyed person who 
introduced himself as one Heera, and who recommended them to 
accompany him to Lahore where Coolies were better paid. They 
accordingly did so, and on the road bought some flour at a bunneah's 
shop, Heera buying some dal at the same time with the goor (a coarse 
kind of sugar) and other spices. Towards mid-day they agreed to stop at 
the well where they were found, to cook their food. Heera commenced to 
cook the dal, and sent one of the two others to fetch some water, and the 
other to knead the flour at the well; when their cooking was over, Heera 
made them eat of the dal, contenting himself with the atta cakes and goor: 
just then the owers of the well who had been working in their fields drew 
high, to rest during the heat of the day. Heera proposed to move on, and 
on the other two refusing to do so until later in the day he went off (no 
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doubt he did so knowing the poison would soon act and that he could not 
rob them in so public a place as that wherein they then lay). They laid 
down to sleep and remembered nothing more until they recovered their 
senses in the hospital; they were taken before a magistrate and their 
evidence recorded, but the magistrate in his order said he was of opinion 
that the police could not do anything more towards the conviction of 
anyone; all endeavours to find Heera having proved endeavours to find 
Heera having proved fruitless. On the 13* May, Mr. Christie, Assistant 
District Superintendent, when attesting the bad characters of the Narowal 
subdivision (38 miles distant from the scene of the poisoning case) found 
a man named Jotee Kahar absent from his village. On enquiry it was 
elicited that he was an incorrigible rover, and on Mr. Christie's 
questioning the people he found that the description given by them 
exactly tallied with that given of Heera by the two men drugged. He 
therefore directed the lumberdar (head man of the village) to lay out for 
the return of Jotee, and to make him over to the police. Jotee was thus 
apprehended on the 27* July, and on the 2"'^  August was recognized by 
the owners of the well where the two men were found, as being the same 
man they had seen with them. The two men could not found for some 
time, but at last were found at Mooltan (250 miles off) and on their 
arrival were separately shown some 18 on-eyed men amongst whom 
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Jotee was placed, and both without hesitation picked him out as the man 
who had drugged them. 
"Jotee, alias Heera, was sent up for trial and convicted by the sub 
Judge on the 3 October and sentenced to four year's imprisonment. 
"Jotee was a known bad character, having three former conviction 
against him for theft. A little before the commission of the above offence 
a man named Gusseetoo had been drugged in the Goordaspore district on 
the Umritsur road. He was himself in jail for theft, but was sent for and 
identified. Jotee out of 25 one-eyed persons as the man who had drugged 
him. Jotee has therefore been again put on his trial in the Goordaspore 
district, and three other cases of a similar nature have since turned up 
against him there, for which he is now pending his trial in the Umritsur 
Sessions Court as a professional poisoner on three separate counts." 
The thugs of criminal classes were also involved in the crime of 
dacoity.'*^ In 1862 in Punjab state there were 142 registered dacoits."*' Of 
39. Ibid, pp. 191-192. 
40. Ibid. 
41. "In 1862 there were 142 registered dacoits still on the list; of this number 
many died and others had left the country or were known to have taken to 
cultivation, &c. Latterly as the crime seemed to be put down the pursuit was 
relaxed, and beyond taking heavy security, judicial punishments were not 
frequently enforced; at the dacoits felt that they were watched, and that the 
approvers their old associates were available to recognize them, and they 
entertained a great dread of the thuggee department. When this department 
was abolished in 1862-63, the measure was not long unknown to the members 
of the old dacoit bands, in whom still existed a strong desire to return to a 
career of excitement and plunder." Ibid, pp. 194-195. 
200 
this number many had died and others left the state or were known to 
cultivation, &C. Till the year of 1864, 130 professional dacoits had been 
arrested. Major Tighe, Deputy Commissioner of Umballa (Ambala), 
described in his report about the crime of Dcaoitee. He explained that 
how these gangs were related with old "stock", and how the members of 
each gang were connected with each other by marriage. 
In his report, he had also showed that the crime was hereditary and 
followed as a profession from father to son. 
From reports by Major Tighe: 
Dacoitee has it may be said lain dormant in the Cis-Sutlej, since the 
execution of Bhugail Singh and others at Loodhiana in 1852, and hardly a 
case appear to have occurred for years in the British jurisdiction, with the 
exception of a remarkable one in Loodhiana city in January 1856, when a 
small party entered a merchant's house in the city, carried off a small box 
containing jewellery and some money, and got clear off without blood-
shed or wounds or before an alarm was given, and left no trace behind 
them. This case has up to this day never been discovered; but from the 
information subsequently obtained it would appear to have been 
committed by the remnant of the above named notorious Bhugail Singh's 
band, who having taken reftige in Bikaner, in concert with a few of the 
42. Ibid, pp. 192-193. 
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Bikaneer plunderers, made this solitary, expedition into their old haunts. 
This dacoitee was not followed up by any increase in the British states; 
and certainly up to 1859-61 there were no cases in these states or indeed 
generally in the Punjab, of course excepting the frontier where the 
dacoitees are of a different nature. 
"But although dormant it was not by any means extinct, the snake 
had been scotched by the execution of Bhugail Singh but not killed, the 
Bikaneer refugees, relieved from the surveillance of the special Thuggee 
Department at Loodhiana, (abolished in the interim) gradually returned to 
their old haunts, and formed the nucleus of a gradually extending hand, 
which by degrees became a regular organization divided into four 
gangs. 
"Owing to the intelligence of the leaders and the great care taken 
by them that no property shall be forthcoming, it is most improbable in 
any case that evidence beyond that of those concerned can ever be 
obtained. The ordinary proceedings are all carried on in a systematic and 
regular manner. 
"Of the 30 or 40 men concerned in the principal dacoitees, 
certainly as a rule not more than one-third are professional dacoits, 
making dacoitee a living: the remainder are young men of the 
43. Ibid, pp. 192-193. 
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neighbourhood distantly connected with one or other of the old hands; 
they are not generally of notorious bad character, but men accoustomed to 
hang about fairs, and noted for wrestling or other sports. The leader 
having fixed with the principal members of the gang the likely palce for a 
dacoitee, generally two or three days' march from the first meeting place, 
and always in another jurisdiction, disperses his head men, who again 
assemble after three or four days at a fixed spot in the desired direction, 
each bringing with him some two or three less experienced hands; the 
band thus augmented is dispersed during the day: they assemble at night 
in some favorable spot a few miles off, generally (with a view of mis-
leading subsequent inquiry) beyond the place to be attacked here they 
distribute the arms, fix spear-heads, prepare mashals (torches), at about 
half past 10 or 11 they proceed to the attack: arrived about 3 or 400 yards 
from the house they deposit under some tree or spot they can easily find 
again, their clothes, shoes and bundles, and then settle themselves into the 
approved dacoit costume: they leave their pugrees or turbans with the 
clothes, retaining the doputta or inner turban worn below the regular 
turban; the beard and whiskers are covered with the "dhata", a small 
piece of cloth coming under the chin and tied on the top of the head over 
the doputta. This with the 'Kach' or short drawers peculiar to the Sikhs 
completes the costume. All being dressed exactly alike with only the eyes 
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and nose to be seen through the 'dhata', and not a particle of beard or 
whisker visible, they almost defy recognition in spite of the flaming 
torches (mashals) which they freely use in searching. Having reached the 
house, and gained an entrance nearly invariably by scaling the roof, they 
leave a few of the gang to watch below, and the main body, dropping into 
the inner court surprise the inmates. 
"The men are kept apart and the women stripped of the jewels. As 
a rule the plundering is done politely, and the instances of ill-treatment 
are uncommon; while all this is going on an alarm generally is given in 
the village, and by the time the dacoits are finishing a crowed has 
collected; they are kept in play for a time by the leader declaring they are 
the Government police investigating a case of concealment of arms, or 
some criminal charge; at last the booty is collected, the leader gives the 
signal and all the men simultaneously leave, and they came; if resistance 
is offered by the villagers, arms are at once used, and blood shed. But as a 
rule the country being disarmed, they are allowed to pass quietly away; 
having picked up their clothes the whole partying a body go at a good 
pace for some 3 or 4 miles; on reaching a suitable spot one of the leaders 
spreads a sheet and the whole gang are subjected to a rigid search. The 
booty is collected in 2 or 3 bundles and entrusted to 3 or 4 of the party; a 
rendevouz is named, generally some 40 or 50 miles off, and again in a 
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different jurisdiction, wjiere at some future day revision is to take place; 
in some few cases only, the casli is divided on the spot. 
"In the interval the leaders endeavour to dispose of the valuables 
on the appointed day they produce the cash they have received for the 
jewelry and the whole is divided, the leaders getting the greater share. In 
cases when the jewelry has not been disposed and has gone into the 
melting pot, it is broken up and pounded so as to become almost 
indistinguishable, and then weighed out in shares. When possible 
however these shares are re-purchased by the principal men from the 
young hands, who receive cash only; as a rule the division is made in 
cash. There is as usual little honor among thieves, and the lion's share 
falls to the old hands, who getting some 3 or 400 rupees worth give the 
young hands from 15 to 20 rupees a piece only."*"^  
"The above description with but slight variation answers for a 
description of any one of those dacoitees; and the distance at which the 
property is disposed of is one of the most serious difficulties thrown in 
the face of the police.""^ ^ 
44. Ibid. 
45. Ibid, p. 197. 
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Cattle stealing, swindling, coining were also some hereditary 
crimes of criminal classes.'*'' The act of swindling existed on a large scale. 
The swindlers, who belonged to wandering or criminal classes, claimed to 
be able to convert copper into silver or gold, or to double the value of all 
money entrusted to them.'*'' They lived entirel)' by swindling or by 
thieving. From the year of 1860 to 1865, 925 (crimes) of counterfeit coin, 
or fraudulently diminishing weight of coin, &c., had been successfully 
attempted by the thugs.'*^ The crime of cattle stealing also carried on 
IQ 
under systematic arrangement by criminal classes. 5,712 cases of cattle 
stealing in 1860 in 1863, 3,959 in 1864, 4,275 in 1865 came into 
knowledge of the government.^ *^ The crime of cattle stealing existed 
mainly in large grazing lands and along lines of rivers.^' 
In the pasture land, herds of 500 or 600 head of cattle were often in 
charge of one or more boys, which lead to many petty cattle thefts. If a 
cow-herd lost a cow, and failed to track her up, he at once took the first 
opportunity of stealing one to replace her. The cattle stealing was also 
hereditary crime and carried on from father to son among criminal 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
Ibid, p. 196. 
Ibid. 
Ibid, p. 197. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid, 198. 
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classes.^ Such classes rarely committed other offences, but in these cases 
they indubitably were habituals, and so habitually addicted to crime that it 
was well known an old and worn out father of a cattle stealing family 
usually willingly surrendered himself and declared himself to be the thief 
in a case of capture.^ Because he wanted young members of his family, 
sons or relations, who were the guilty parties, might escaped, and carried 
on the trade of cattle stealing. 
So many criminal races addicted to crime were living in India 
during the British period. 
Delhiwal Bhowreea has lived in a notable numbers in the Meerut 
districts.^^ They left their villages after the rains and scattered all over 
India in small gangs. They usually joined the camps of regiments and 
officers.^' Stealing from tent was their main profession. They attempted 
the crimes of thieving and house-breaking in other districts. They worked 
in small gangs of two or three people. 
53. Ibid. 
54. Ibid. 
55. Delhiwal Bhowreeahas had little or no lands of their own. Ibid, p. 196. 
56. Ibid. 
57. In the months of April and May they returned to their villages with their 
booty. 
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"Sunorias" or "Ootageyrahs", existed in Bundelcund 
CO 
(Bundelkhund) from many generations. The people of tliis criminal clan 
followed the profession of thieving and taught men of lower caste their 
craft. The "Sirgunnah" was the first officer and "Mookhtiars" was the 
second officer of this clan.^^ Till the year of 1867, 100 to 150 Sirgunnahs 
and Mookhtiars, 200 Brahmin Sunorias, 1,500 members of the clan were 
expected to be in the Tehree district. And 300 to 400 peoples of this clan 
were living in the LuUatpore district.^^ The "Sirgunnahs" were the sirdars 
or head of this criminal class.^' The people of this class was sub-divided 
into gangs. Gangs were known as "Nals" among these people. 
"Sirgunnahs" never joined their gangs on their journey of plunder.^'^ After 
the plunder the gangs of this criminal race gave all the booty to the 
"Sirgunnahs".^"* These "Sirgunnahs" possessed a share of booty for 
58. Capture at Nagpore of a band of that large class of predatory thieves known as 
Sunnorias, Home Department Proceedings, September 1867, No. 16, p. 6, 
NAI. 
59. Earlier these two officers were Brahmins. But later, the men of lower caste, 
themselves had a great skill in the crime of thieving, gained the positions of 
these two officers. After some time one "Chumar" got the position of 
"Mookhtiar." Ibid, pp.6-7. 
60. Memorandum regarding "Sunorias," being information from a member of a 
gang, who with 60 others, had been arrested at Nagpore, Ibid, p. 6. 
61. Ibid. 
62. Ibid. 
63. Ibid. 
64. The Tehree Government gained some valuable article as a bribe from these 
Sirgunnahs. Ibid. 
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themselves."^^ "Gurgunnah" was the name of a tax, which was levied on 
the Sunorias by the Tehree Govemment.^^ 
Musst. Nunnhe, Maten of Beer, Heeralall Dekut of Banpoor were the 
"Sirgunnahs" in the Lullutpore district. Two sons of Heeralal Dekut of 
Banpoor were in the gangs in the Lullutpoor district. Oodial, Gungasagur, 
rn 
Banpoor, Beer, Sooree, Oodeypoora were the villages of Sunorians. At 
the time of distributing the spoil, the ooth of the "Chuddah" or 
"Pichoriah", was taken by the members of the gangs. In this way they 
tried to prove that the amount to distribute was the whole amount that 
was stolen, and no amount had been kept back by anyone. The culprit 
was turned out of the gang and heavily fmed.^^ In the Sunnorias preferred 
to make marriage alliance in their own clan, therefore, the Sunnorias 
became decrease.^^ Then they started to purchase the children of other 
65. The Criminal class of "Sunorias" had three "Sirgunnahs" or head of the clan in 
the Tehree district. The names of these Sirgunnaihs were Chuttor Doolia, 
Lumberdar of Churkooa, Nunhe Hirania, Beharee Koiea of Jumrair. Ibid. 
66. The Tehree Government had Collected Rs. 8,000 in 1866 from the Sunorias on 
the name of "Gurgunnah". Ibid. 
67. Kurmaree, Pandair, Karee, Umurpoor, Laha, Tendaree, Purhar, Jumrair, 
Soojianpoora, Menoura, Churkooa, Hurpooa were the main villages of the 
Tehree district in which Sunorias lived, Ibid. 
68. Jawahir Singh Bunniah, Gubdoo Bunniah, Bijai Doobey, Deojee SInghai, 
Bunniah, KuUoo Bunniah, Ramchund Naick, Beharee Chowdree Bunniah 
were the chief receivers of the stolen property in the Tehree State, Ibid.. 
69. In the months of November or December the gangs of "Sunnorias" left their 
villages. These gangs firstly consulted the village astrologer to know about the 
right time and right direction for their expedition. On the basis of his 
instructions the gangs assembled at a fixed time, at a tree or well, some 
distance outside the village. Theyspent the whole night there. They could not 
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castes. They enlisted the children in their clan from the castes of 
_~ '7C\ 
Thakoors, Aheers, Kunjurs, Telees, Kachees and Chumars. In the age of 
8 or 9 years the boy of lower caste started to learn the profession of 
thieving. The Sirgunnahs hired the boy of 8 or 9 years from the parents of 
lower castes. These hired boys had been put in the crime of thieving by 
the Sirgunnahs. The boys of lower caste while being educated were styled 
"Chabah". Brahmin boys started to learn the offence of thieving in the 
age of 13 or 14 years. When the boys of Brahmin caste became expert in 
their profession of crime, they promoted to the post of "Upurdar", from 
•7-1 
the post of ":Chabah". The adopted fathers of hired children taught 
these children the particular branch of their own profession. They kept 
these children as their assistant in their crime.^ "^  These children made use 
of by the 'Sunoriahs' to effect their projected thefts. When they outgrew 
the age in which they could be useful as apprentices, they, in their turn, 
became master thieves. 
enter the village after they had once left it. The women brought food for them. 
Outside the village. Ibid. 
70. The Sirgunnahs paid Rs. 5 to Rs. 50 for each boy to his parents. This amount 
of money was usually based on the thieving qualification of the boy. Ibid. 
71. Ibid. 
72. Ibid. 
73. Ibid. 
74. Ibid. 
75. Ibid. 
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Sunoriahs set out for expeditions in gangs of 60 people/^ They 
choose some large city not less than 100 miles away from their homes as 
their field of operations. When they reached near the village, they became 
scatter into smaller gangs. The adult males dressed up as rich and 
no 
respectable men. The children dressed up as beggars. The adult 
Sunoriah went to the shop of well-known 'Sahoocar' and started 
70 
bargaining and looked at his valuable things. Then children of this gang, 
who dressed up as beggar, came up and managed to abstract some of the 
things. If the boy caught up by the 'Sahoocar', then the richman tried to 
convince the shopkeeper to let him off with a flogging on account of his 
extreme youth and apparent poverty.^° If a boy caught up and whipped by 
the people, then he was not supposed to give the information about his 
gang. If any information was not given by him, then his work appreciated 
by the remaining people of the gang. Then the gang made more efforts to 
make the boy skilful in their profession. Two Sunorias dressed as 
respectable natives started for the offence of thieving. They had one-boy 
76. Ibid. 
77. Ibid. 
78. Ibid. 
79. Ibid. 
80. Ibid. 
81. The stolen property was not divided by the Sirgunnahs when a boy attempted 
his first theft successfully. They used up all the amount in the purchase of 
sweetmeats, which were placed upon the boy's "Chuddah" or "Pichoriah". 
"Chuddah" or "Pichoriah" was pooja of Devi. This was like a ceremony by 
which the boy became as one of the brother of other members of the gang 
from that time. Ibid. 
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with them. When they reached into the market, then they choose one 
shop for their expedition. One man (Sunoria) entered into the shop and 
started to communicate with the mahajun. Second man, being an 
"upurdar" stood away from the shop. The boy took a position near the 
shop. Then the boy looked very carefully that man who was out of the 
shop. The boy was entirely guided by his signs. Then second man, who 
was out of the shop, started to direct the boy. Second man put his right 
hand up to his face, his fingers out straight, thus brought his elbow 
forward, and the boy was directed by the motion of second man's 
elbow.^ ^ The motion of the elbow in the right or left direction indicated 
that the boy was to move in the same direction. A jerk back indicated that 
the boy was to move off and a jerk forward to indicated that the boy was 
to move on. A cough indicated danger. After the positive signs of a 
second man, the boy started to move towards the shop. Then the first man 
started to make some hard conversation with the shop man, in order to 
oo 
attract his attention from the boy. If boy got the signal "go on", he 
moved on. When the second man found a good opportunity, then he gave 
a sudden jerk to his elbow down to his side. After this sign the boy 
82. Ibid. 
83. Ibid. 
84. Ibid. 
85. Ibid. 
86. Ibid. 
87. Ibid. 
88. Ibid. 
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became free to take up anything at hand, an inkstand or a cloth, and to 
make off with it.^ ^ If the theft was discovered at the time, and there was 
any chance of the boy being discovered, then second man immediately 
gave a sign of danger by drop a cough.^ ^ 
When the first man got the sign of danger, he started to express his 
sympathy with the shop man over the loss. Second man an "Uperdar" 
went in one direction, and the boy in another direction.^' The "Uperdar" 
beat up the boy on his mistake or continually failing. The boy was not 
allowed to thieve without an "Uperdar" on his own account. If there was 
a shortage of boys, the men of the gang stole in the same manner, but 
usually kept themselves for the heavier cases. The offences of cattle 
stealing, house-breaking and thieving at night were not committed by this 
criminal class. The crimes of highway robbery and dacoity were not 
allowed to "Sunnorias". If any member or members of a gang committed 
either of these crimes, it was without the knowledge of the Mookhtiar. 
The small value stolen property had been sold out by the gangs, and 
divided the money. If 3 or 4 gang of "Sunnorias" met together, then they 
89. Ibid, pp., 8-9. 
90. Ibid, p. 9. 
91. Ibid. 
92. Ibid. 
93. Ibid. 
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divided the directions of expeditions amongst themselves. Later the 
stolen property was to be divided among all those gangs. 
Each man of this class changed his name during the time of his 
expedition. He had one name in village and another in the gang.^ ^ In the 
Lullutpore district, there was one gang of "Chumars". "Nudwah", of 
Kurkwaree was the head of this gang. This gang belonged to the 
Sunorias. However, this gang got equal amount from the booty, but were 
not permitted to eat and live with the sunorias. The people of Brahmin 
caste cooked for the whole gang.^ ^ The people of different castes of same 
gang ate separately. Since the railways had opened, Sunnorias started to 
travel in trains. Because it was easy to commit theft in trains and in 
Q7 
railway stations. There were many principal gangs of Sunnorias in 
India. The "Sirgunnahs", of these gangs were not always joined the 
QO 
journey of spoils - with their gangs. Some gangs of Sunnoria's criminal 
class were as follows: 
• Heeralall Doolia and his son Peearee were of Churkooa. They 
made their expeditions in direction of Oomrootee. 
94. If any man showed his disinterest to commit theft was not permitted to marry. 
Those men who became skilful in their profession of thieving and always 
wanted to carry on the calling of Sirgunnahs were married first. Ibid, p. 9. 
95. Ibid. 
96. Ibid. 
97. Ibid. 
98. Ibid. 
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• Goolia Doolia and Bhoree Doolia were brothers. They belonged 
Churkooa. Both were towards Goojerat. 
• Gunnoo Brittaree of Churkooa arrested at Nagpore with his gang. 
He had 5 men in his gang. 
• Heeralall PulHa and his two sons made their spoils in the directin 
of Hyderabad and Jaulnah. Heeralall Pullia and his two sons 
Jagernath and Buldeo were of Churkooa. They had a gang of 6 
men. Two gangs committed theft near Bombay and third gang at 
Oomraotee. 
• Nirput Brittaree, Golundaz of Beer had a gang of 5 men. Nirpur 
Brittaree and one boy caught up by the police at Nagpore. Other 
men arrested at Oomraotee. 
• Huree Tewarry of Churkooa had 5 men in his gang. They traveled 
towards Hyderabad. 
• Pearee Lall of Churkooa had a gang of 10 men. His father was 
Sirdar Chowdree. Two member of his gang was Pran Singh and 
Tukkoo. This gang was in Goojerat. 
• A gang of Chutoor Doolia had been divided into two "Nals". 
Chutoor Doolia was of Churkooa. He had about 15 men in his 
gang. Motee, Kishoree and Gorelall were three sons of Chutoor 
Doolia. Kishoree and Gorelall, two sons of Chutoor Doolia, were 
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the Mookhtiars of the gang. Kishoree and his son Kittoo had been 
arrested at Nagpore with his gang. Motee was not an expert in this 
profession and had been arrested at Nagpore. 
• Bindra Buee Marotee of Churkooa, worked in or near Bombay 
with a gang of 10 men. 
• Chutoor Doolia had one younger brother, Durriow Doolia. He had 
a gang of 7 men. His son Pyrtab was Mookhtiar. He had gone 
towards Goojerat. 
• Sirdar Nao and his brother Dhokul were of Churkooa. They had 
one gang of 9 men. Sirdar Nao and Dhokul had arrested at Nagpore 
with several of the gang. 
• Nirput Rajoria of Churkooa and Ladlay Rajoria were two brothers. 
They had one gang of 15 men. Both were Mookhtiars of the gang. 
These two brothers were of Churkooa. Nirput escaped from the 
LuUutpore jail at the time of the Mutiny. They had gone towards 
Gujerat. 
• Choteelall and Soobah of Churkooa had one gang. They went 
together in the direction of Oomraotee. 
• 6 men of the gang of Murdun Rajoria worked in the direction of 
Goojerat. Murdun, his wife and mother had gone to Durbaree, 
Tehseelee Maronee, LuUutpore district. 
216 
• Nund Ram Baba of Churkooa had 7 men in his gang. Nund Ram 
Baba with his 4 men had been arrested. And others bolted. 
• A gang of 12 men, headed by Rampursad Marotee, Sunoria, of 
Pahree made rabberies towards Indore. 
• Saolee was a Aheer of Paharee. He had 12 men in his gang. This 
gang worked towards Kotah. 
• Dabee Dhobee had 12 men in his gang. He was of Jurmair. His 
gang made plunder towards Goojerat. 
• Tarkooroo Oopudeyah of Tendaree had 16 men in his gang. His 
gang traveled to Bombay and Oomraotee. 
• Pran Singh Oopudeyah of Tendaree was nephew of Tarkooro. He 
had 16 men in his gang. He had arrested with 10 men of his gang 
had been arrested at Nagpore. 
• Beharee Marwar, Aheer of Tendaree had 6 men in his gang. This 
gang committed theft in Oomraotee. 
• Tej Sing was Sunoria of Menowra. He had 7 men in his gang. He 
traveled towards Poona with gang. 
• Lokree Marwar, Aheer of Menowra, was a Zemindar. He was 
running a gang of 40 men. He never accompanied with gang on the 
expeditions. But his Brother and his son traveled with gang in the 
direction of Calcutta. 
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• Nunhe Doobey was the Sunoria of Menowra. He had a gang of 12 
men. This gang traveled towards Indore. 
• Pran SinghDoobey was the Sunoria of Menowra. He traveled 
towards Indore with a gang of 12 men. 
• Rajaree Pursaria had a gang of 10 men. He was a Sunoria of 
Kurmaree. They worked towards Hyderabad. 
• Hindoo and Lutchman Opudeyah belonged to Paharee. They 
traveled towards Indore with their gang of 13 men. 
• A gang of 12 men was running by Mundrakun Goondeylee of 
Paharee. They traveled towards Kotah. 
• A gang of 20 men made expeditions towards Kotah under Khyree 
Telwar. He was Aheer of Pahree. 
• Nunhe Pursaria was the Sunoria of Kurmaree. His gang of 7 men 
made expeditions towards Hyderabad. 
• Nudoo PuUia was the Sunoria of Tendree. He traveled with a gang 
of 8 men towards Bombay. 
• Heeralall Doobey of Menowra had 7 men in his gang. He arrested 
at Nagpore with other 3 gangs. 
• Julloo Aheer of Tendaree was running a gang at Oomraotee. He 
had 7 men in his gang. 
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• Mukoonda was a Kungar of Menowra. His gang of 20 men made 
spoils towards Calcutta. 
• Tarkooree Telee of Tendaree had 10 men in his gang. 5 men of his 
gang caught up by the police at Nagpore. He had made bolt of it. 
• Girdharee Pursaria was the Sunoria of Kunnaree. He had a gang of 
7 men, which traveled towards Hyderabad. 
• Nawajun was also the Sunoria of Kurmaree. His gang of 7 men 
made spoils towards Hyderabad. 
• A gang of 25 men directed by Urkooa Koree of Jumrair. They 
traveled towards Calcutta. 
• Oodiajeet Dikut of Banpore had 10 men in his gang. He had 
arrested with his gang at Nagpore. 
• Mudoo Naick was the Sunoria of Hurpoora. He had 10 men in his 
gang. 5 men of his gang worked in Bombay. And 5 men of his 
gang worked at Oomraotee under Pran Singh. 
• Bhowanee Naick had a 12 men in his gang. They traveled towards 
Kotah. 
Gumbeer Dikut and Bhyroo Dikut were of Soojianpoora. They had 
12 men in their gang. They worked towards Allahabad. 
• Joggo Koria, Sunoria of Jumrair, had 16 men in his gang. They 
worked towards Calcutta. 
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• A Lumbjedar of Banpore was Heeralall Dikut. He had a gang of 12 
men. He had two sons Purtab and Doorga. They were also in gang. 
• Bhoia Nukub was the Kungar of Banpore. He traveled towards 
Jubbulpore with his gang of 12 men. He had arrested and got the 
imprisonment of 7 years in the Lullutpore Jail. 
• Bhola Aheer of Maharajpoora had 12 men in his gang. His gang 
traveled towards Bombay. 
• Hazaree Opudeyah of Hurpoora had a gang of 7 men. This gang 
traveled towards Oomraotee. 
• Gangadhur was Chehar of Jumrair. He had a gang of 30 men. His 
son was the Mookhtiar of the gang. Gungadhur lived at home and 
his son with the gang moved towards Calcutta. 
• Beerbul Dikut, Sunoria, had 7 men in his gang. His gang made 
plunder in the direction of Allahabad. 
• Kishoree Budolia of Oodia had 12 men in his gang. They traveled 
towards Goojerat. 
• Rampersad and Heeralall were brothers. Rampurshad was 
Mookhtiar of a strong gang. He effected a robbery in 1866 from a 
bank in Bombay, to the amount of Rs. 7,000 Gunase of Beer was 
the Rajpoot. He was the actual thief. 
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• Mohan Dubrayeeia of Beer had a gang of 4 men. This gang 
traveled towards Goojerat. 
• Mohun Parasur was the Sunoria of Beer 5 men was working in his 
gang. His gang committed spoils in the direction of Bombay. 
• Heeralall Koiea of Beer had 12 men in his gang. They traveled 
towards Jaulnah. 
• Gooman Koormee of Beer was running a gang of 17 men. This 
gang made expeditions towards Goojerat. 
• Bullee Parasur was the Sunoria of Beer. He was running a gang of 
25 men. Gurrai Parasur and Ramlall Parasur were his two brothers. 
They committed crimes in the direction of Goojerat. 
• A gang of 25 men was running by Telee of Durbaree in the 
direction of Goojerat. He had 3 brothers, who were working in the 
gang. He had been arrested on suspicion at Lullutpore twice. 
• Nunhe was the son of Beharee Rajoria of Banpoor. His gang of 7 
men made robberies in the direction of Goojerat. 
• Shundass Brittaree had a gang of 12 men. This gang traveled 
towards Calcutta. 
• Soobajee Brittaree was the Sunoria of Tehree State. He had settled 
in Mohpara, Tehseelee Puneylee, Tanna district, for the last 15 
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years. He was the head of the Sunorias in that direction. He had 
hundred men in his gang. 
• Goloo Tewarry was the Sunoria of Beer. He was the Lumberdar. 5 
men was working in his gang towards Poona. 
• In the gang of Ramlall Marotee of Beer 7 men were working 
towards Bombay.^^ 
• Ghareeba Doobey was the Brahmin of Hurpoora. He worked with 
the gangs at Oomraotee. He was government informer. He gave the 
information to Major Harris, Superintendent of Chundeyree, 15 
years ago.'^ *^  The gangs of Oomraotee sent him home with Rs. 150 
and clothes, for fear he should split on them. Nund Ram Baba took 
his place as informer of the Government later. "^ ' Because Nund 
Ram Baba started to give the information to captain Tyler, Deputy 
Commissioner of Lullutpore. 
99. Ibid, pp. 9-13. 
100. Ghareeba later received Rs. 50 per annum and Rs. 50 of land at Hurpoora from 
the Tehree Government, Ibid, p. 13. 
101. Ibid. 
102. These gangs split up into parties according to the circumstances. If a gang got 
good property and money in theft, the Mookhatiar got a larger share in the 
booty. A successful theft enabled him to increase his numbers in the next 
expedition. But the Mookhtiar was to give up his position on the failure of the 
gang's expedition, Ibid. 
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Sunnorias had a language of their own. These are some informal 
words of Sunnorias' daily language.'°^ 
Boy or girls 
Woman 
Husband 
Road 
Village 
Bullock 
Cart 
Sahib log 
Father 
Mother 
Father 
Cloth 
Coral 
Theft 
Gold bricks 
A Fair 
Horse 
Toobrea 
Kansee 
Numpt 
Door 
Bang 
Kutwa 
Duruknee 
Toopea 
Koqra 
Kooreria 
Rongee 
Punase 
Bunj 
Seeam 
Biere 
Phoorka 
103. 4,000 Sunorias were living in Tehree, about 300 in Banpoor, and 300 in 
Dutea, Extract from copy of a letter No. 41, dated 31 '^ January 1851, From 
Major Philip Harris, Superintendent of Chunderee, to G.A. Bushby, Esq., 
Agent to the Governor General for Sindias Dominions. Ibid, p. 15. 
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Mare 
House 
Man 
Box 
Bag 
Gun 
Cooking pot 
Silver 
Rupees 
Pice 
Shoes 
Hand 
Moutli 
Buffalo 
Eyes 
Turban 
Night 
Halting place 
10 Rupees 
20 Rupees 
100 Rupees 
Phoorkee 
KJiol 
Namud 
Pinjreea 
Tichea 
Burknee 
Kooleea 
Oobun 
Dumree 
Darne 
Gounea 
Goona 
Kosa 
Makee 
Mulhrea 
Agarsee 
Jamee 
Tang 
Adha Sutree 
Ek Sutree 
Beterbur 
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Lala Kishoree of Kanoongo was the Sunoria. He kept the Sunoria 
duffers in the Tehree district. "^"^  
Ladlee Koorea was working as the Mookdum, or head Mookea 
over the 12 villages on the part of the Tehree government.'*^^ He was to 
sort out all disputes which arose among the Snorias on the division of 
booty. Mookea had divided one gang, consisted of 50 or 60 men, into 
small parties of 10 or 12 men."^ ^ He had also appointed a Sub-Mookea in 
each party. Sub-Mookea made an account of their earnings. Head-
Mookea also made an excursion with one party in large city. These gangs 
spent one or two years on a distant excursion. The village money -
lender supplied food and other things to the Snoria's wife and family 
during their absence. He took stolen property such as gold, or gold 
Mohurs from the Sunoria's family for his help. In the village of Mouza 
Pahilla of the Tehree, Mungul Sing and Dulgul Sing lived in 1865.'°^ 
These two persons pretended to be some cultivators. But in reality they 
were well-known robbers and pick-pockets, (Oothayagirs). They had 
been arrested two or three times in the Teheree Illaqua. They went on 
104. Ibid, p. 16. 
105. Ibid. 
106. Ibid. 
107. Ibid. 
108. Ibid. 
109. Translation of Petition from Inspector Ibrahim Beg, of the Khimlasa Circle in 
the Saugor District, to the address of the District Superintendent, Saugor, 
dated 12* October 1865. Ibid, p. 17. 
110. Ibid. 
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their predatory excursions and brought booty. ^ Many thieves and bad 
characters were living in the village of Mowzah Chirpooa. The large 
number of people from this village had been related to the gang of 
robbers and went on the excursions specially towards Nagpore and 
Bombay. The people of this village were having a large stolen property 
in the form of silk cloth, gold, silver and utensils. Nominally they kept 
some cultivation. 
Bad characters who had joined the criminals from Mowzah Beer -
were as follows: Dhery Khoya, Kissore Boodolia, Nundlall Oopadhya, 
Mohun Dhooby, Gorei Koorma, Kullo Tewary, Girdharee, Bindrabun 
Marotea, Ramlall Marotea, Rakhun Naik, Oodhyajeet Ahir, Gullee 
Tewarry.^ '"^ They went on expeditions after the Dewalee festival. They 
committed dacoity, highway robbery, and petty theft. They never 
committed the crime of house-breaking. In the village of Mowzah 
Menowra, one person Heera was running a robbery gang. He belonged to 
the caste of Ahir Mukba."^ He had a gang of 17 men - Shookh Sing 
111. Ibid 
112. Ibid. 
113. Bulain Daboria, Hurgayayar, Tewarry, Mohun Mowary, Gurwa Kahegar, 
Nund Ram Baba, Sirdar Nao, Motee Tewarry, Poorwa Nao, Bungoo Lutoria, 
Moodkur Rajooria, Bhuggo Sunoria, Muck Bhate Sireeba Satoria, Bhoory 
Dubolia Sunoria, Nirput Rajoria, Lallree Rajoria were the chief robbers of 
Mowza Chirpooa. Ibid. 
114. Ibid. 
115. Ibid. 
116. Ibid. 
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Doobey, Burjoor Kungar, Kurunjoo Kungar, Motee Talee, Mookindy 
Tewarry, Goree Bulya, Purwa Dikhet, Guddy Parrasur, Mookund 
Kungar, Huree Sing Doobey, Tej Sing Marotea, Nuthey Doobey, Ramlall 
Britaree, Heralall Doobey, Sheolall DOobey, Inder Boodhoolia, 
Bindrabun Pullia."^ These persons resided in Mowzah Firkee."^ 
On 5* July 1867, a gang of 61 Sunnorias had been captured by 
Chief Constable Badul Khan, of the Seetabuldee division."^ He had 
found this gang in a temple at Tellinkerry, about 3 miles from Nagpore 
District Superintendent of Police had found several marks of whipping on 
their body. On the body of one boy the marks were quite fresh. This led 
to the suspicion that, they were one of the wandering gangs from 
1 Of) 
Bundelcund. The Mokhtear of this gang was Nand Ram Baba. Shortly 
after his arrest he became ready to give all the information. His request 
had been approved by the Officiating Chief Commissioner of Central 
Provinces. He gave the names of a number of villages as occupied by 
Sunnorias. 
117. Ibid. 
118. Ibid. 
119. From the District Superintendent of Police, Nagpore, to the Inspector General 
of Police, Central Provinces, Nagpore (No. 1124 of 1867) dated 24"^  July 
1867, Ibid, p. 5. 
120. Ibid. 
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The details of a gang of Sunorias arrested in the Nagpore district 
were as follows: 121 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
Name 
Nund Ram Baba 
Goray Lall 
Simlia 
Gunbheera 
Juggernath 
Tirdharee 
Soobah 
Gumbheera 
Kunhaj 
Khittoo 
Suroo 
Ladlay 
Beharee 
Bhoojbul 
Beharee 
Busoray 
Father's 
Name 
Purtab 
Chimun 
Omrao 
Sook Lai 
Beharee 
Busoria 
Oodiajeet 
Ladlay 
Ram Singh 
Kishoree 
Gillee 
Thukree 
Khittoo 
Chimun 
Suroo 
Jalum 
Age 
60 
11 
9 
19 
16 
12 
11 
9 
12 
15 
11 
14 
9 
15 
10 
12 
Caste 
Chuttree 
Chuttree 
Brahmin 
Rajpoot 
Brahmin 
Brahmina 
Brahmin 
Kachee 
Talee 
Brahmin 
Nao 
Talee 
Brahmin 
Rajpoot 
Telee 
Rajput 
Residence 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Churpao 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Hurpooa 
Banpore 
Churpoa 
Banpore 
Churpoa 
Sonwaee 
Tendaree 
Beer 
Churpoa 
Kurmaree 
Banpore 
District 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
121. Ibid. 
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17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
Oomeda 
Sumlia 
Mohun 
Busoria 
Piaree 
Purtab 
Beharre 
Bhugoo Nath 
Nunnay 
Urkoo 
Nunnah 
Huzaree Lall 
Gunnesh 
Chumun 
Omrao 
Pran Singh 
Gola 
Gunnesh 
Thuloo 
Jhuga 
Oodiajeet 
Huree Singh 
Kaloo 
Mohun Singh 
Dhakun 
Beharee 
Amon 
Oomrao 
Suroo Nath 
Manik 
Mohun 
Bhola 
Mohun Lall 
Beeharee 
Purtab 
Lalla 
Bholay 
Bholay 
Boodoo 
Khooman 
Khooman 
Faujdar 
15 
13 
15 
13 
16 
18 
12 
15 
15 
16 
13 
19 
18 
50 
55 
55 
25 
40 
30 
35 
40 
Telee 
Kachee 
Durzee 
Telee 
Malee 
Aheer 
Rajpoot 
Rajpoor 
Aheer 
Aheer 
Bhoee 
Brahmina 
Talee 
Chuttree 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Sonar 
Dheemur 
Kachee 
Rajput 
Brahmin 
Kurmaree 
Bounsue 
Basee 
Puttea 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Oomraotee 
Peepla 
Banpore 
Peepla 
Oomraotee 
Beer 
Puttea 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Tendaree 
Banpore 
Lullutpore 
LuUutpore 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
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38. 
39. 
40. 
41, 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56 
57. 
58. 
Busoria 
Surwa 
Gilla 
Kishoree 
Motee 
Dhokul 
Khooman 
Mohun Singh 
Bhuggo 
Bhoray 
Ganesh 
Nirput 
Bhawanee 
Heeralall 
Nunnay 
Sirdar 
Bhukhut 
Kishoree 
Urkooa 
Murdun 
Ram Lall 
Sawat 
Oomrao 
Mootee 
Surwa 
Chutur 
Teejaee 
Bholay 
Jhuga 
Dhun Singh 
Dhun Singh 
Herralall 
Jorawar 
Heeralall 
Busunt 
Bholay 
Teejaee 
Bholay 
Sawaee 
Khonday 
Khoomam 
Nirput Sing 
45 
45 
35 
28 
35 
40 
30 
22 
40 
70 
40 
32 
25 
25 
50 
60 
40 
28 
26 
35 
25 
Brahmin 
Telee 
Nao 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Nao 
Aheer 
Talee 
Khungar 
Khungar 
Talee 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Nao 
Nao 
Brahmin 
Telee 
Rajpoot 
Brahmin 
Hurpooa 
Koomaree 
Sonwaee 
Kurmaree 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Banpore 
Dhunwaee 
Dhunwaee 
Banpore 
Beer 
Churpoa 
Menowra 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Churpoa 
Kurmaree 
Banpore 
Tendaree 
Menowra 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
LuUutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Lullutpore 
Tehree 
Tehree 
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59. 
60. 
61. 
Tukhut 
Chimun 
Gunnoo 
Girwur Singh 
Khet Singh 
Lutoria 
40 
30 
30 
1 
Aheer Tendaree 
Aheer i Tendaree 
Brahmin Churpoa 
Tehree 
Tehree 
Tehree 
In this gang 3 boys were 9 years old, 1 boy was 10 years old, 3 
boys were 11 years old, 4 boys were 12 years old, 3 boys 13 years old, 1 
boy was 14 years old, 5 boys were 15 years old, 4 boys were 16 years old, 
1 boy was 18 years old, and 2 boys were 19 years old. 
Lieutenant - Colonel H.D. Taylor, Inspector General of Police, 
Central Provinces, had visited the Baitool Jail in 1865. 122 
In the Baitool jail all boys were Sunnorias and sentenced to 
imprisonment for thieving. " 
Meenas were the most formidable criminal race. They were 
inhabitants of the Goorgaon district in the Punjab provinces, and in the 
foreign territory of Alwur. The Chief profession of this criminal class was 
robbery and dacoity.' '^ They made maurading excursions towards 
Hyderabad in the Deccan, Malwa, or Guzerat and in the territories of 
native princes, such as Jeypore, Jodpore, Oodeypore, etc. Meenas 
122. Ibid. 
123. Ibid. 
124. Report on Meenas and other Criminal Classes, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial - A, 18* October 1865, Nos. 53-54, p. 30, NAI. 
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possessed no lands of their own for cultivation. It had been put into their 
minds from the age of childhood that robbery and dacoity was their only 
1 7S 
profession. The second reason of their criminality was that their 
expeditions towards foreign territory made it possible for them to be in 
constant intercourse with the inhabitants of that area.''^ ^ The Meenas 
1 '•\n 
started to travel for plundering usually after the "Dewali" festival. They 
proceeded from their villages in gang of twelve or twenty men. Each 
gang had one or two headman, known as jemadars. When they reached at 
their decided district, they scattered themselves through the several 
towns. They dressed up as fakeers or Brahmins, seller of grass or wood, 
1 T O 
brick-makers, &c. Brahmins, Nayees or barbers &c., who worked as 
servants to "Mahajuns and Sahocars" or were running shops of their own 
in some of large cities, Government employ, such as Chaprasses, 
Policeman, &c.. Broken down and impoverished zemindars, landholders 
of foreign territory, and Marwar Rajpoot, these kind of people worked as 
the agents of the Meenas. These agents gave all the information about 
the intended by "Sahocars" of coin, jewellery, and other valuables 
through their agents. In return these agents received the share of the 
125. Extract from a letter from Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Brooke, Officiating 
Political Agent, Jeypore, to Major General G. St. P. Lawrence, C.B., Agent, 
Governor General, No. 85-35J, dated 1'' December 1862, Ibid, p. 35. 
126. Ibid. 
127. Ibid, p. 30. 
128. Ibid. 
129. Ibid, p. 36. 
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transaction either one fifth or one tenth of the booty from the Meenas.'^^ 
The zemindars and landholders provided them shelter and protection 
from danger to the Meenas and received in return usually one-tenth of the 
property robbed. Marwar Rajpoot were the camel-men of the large 
cities of Deccan. The merchants of large cities engaged these camel-men 
on payments for the transportation of goods, spice &c., to and from 
Bombay and Madras. The criminal Meenas got the information about 
the dispatch of anything valuable through these camel-men. It was said 
that all the opium sold at Bombay transported by camels and money 
realized by its sale brought back on the same camel. When the gangs of 
Meenas committed a plunder, then they took with it one or more camels. 
They loaded the plundered property on the camel and sent home under 
the supervision of one or two of the gang. The other persons of the gang 
reached home singly from different directions. The jemadar or leader 
of the gang firstly put aside a tenth part of the booty as an offering to the 
Goddess Kalee. And donated this part money to the poor and needy 
people. Then he kept for himself one tenth part of the booty. And gave 
130. Ibid. 
131. Ibid. 
132. Ibid, p. 35. 
133. Ibid. 
134. A gang of 88 Meenas was captured in 1865 at Ajmere. After investigation it 
found that several of the police were working as their agent. Ibid. 
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the rest share to the men of the gang.'^^ The food and other necessary 
things were suppHed to the famihes of the Meenas in their absence by the 
village banyas. These bunyas also bought the booty from the gangs of the 
Meenas on mucher lower rates. The camel owner also got a share from 
the booty equally with the men of the gang. Local district officers, 
Thannadars also got their share from the illicit money of the Meenas. The 
gomastahs and servants of the bankers, who made it possible for them to 
rob the bankers, also got a share from the booty.'^^ Thus the Meenas 
themselves obtained less money from the booty. One man, inhabitant of 
Jeypore Territory, was working as gomastah under the Bhopal's banker. 
He had hired one gang of about 20 Meenas from his native village to rob 
his employer. He also took a banya with the gang to supply them food. 
The gang of the Meenas started to live near the banker for nearly a year in 
the disguise of jogees and fakeers. In this way they became familiar with 
premises, &c. Their banya was providing food to the gang. In return, he 
was paid by the gomastah. But the gang found the Banker very kind 
hearted towards them. The banker behaved with the supposed fakers with 
kindness.'^^ Due, to this kind of behaviour, the gang of the Meenas had 
135. If they had some suspicion to be apprehended by the Police, then they put 
aside one tenth of the share for the purpose of bribes, fines etc. Ibid. 
136. Ibid, p. 36. 
137. Ibid. 
138. Ibid. 
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refused to plunder the Banker's property. But this gang of the Meenas'^^ 
had committed a highway robbery that time. This criminal class resided 
in the large area of this country about 60 or 70 miles in length and about 
40 in breadth, extended from Shahpoorah, a to\ '^n 40 miles north of 
Jeypore, to Shajehanpore, in Goorgaon. ^^ They regularly visited Kote 
Pootlee, Bhyrore and Shajehanpore. About 1,400 thieves of this race 
lived at Shajehanpore and its neighbourhood. About 500 principal 
jemadars also resided at Shajehanpore and its neighbourhood. And about 
the same number in the Kote Pootlee district.'" '^ About 300 Meenas lived 
at Bhyrore, Gazeeka Thannah, &c., and about 300 plundering Meenas in 
Neemka Thannah, Jonorawuttee, and Butteesea.''^ ^ 
The Burwars of Gondah were an offshoot of the koormee class, 
known by the name of Puttrya.''^ ^ The foundation of this class had been 
laid by Butto. Butto was the illegitimate son of Chuttree Woman. He 
married the daughter of buniah, due to his poverty, and started to live 
with his father-in-law. But after some time he left the house of his father-
in-law, and began to earn livelihood through agriculture and trade in 
139. Ibid. 
140. Ibid. 
141. Ibid. 
142. Ibid. 
143. Etymology of the Burwars of Gondah and SUnorias of Nagpore, No. 109, 
Criminal Tribes necessity of legislation to prevent emasculation, Home 
Department Proceedings, Judicial, July 30,1870, No. 55-59, p. 21, NAI. 
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cereals.'"^ "^  Buttoo's descendants were called Koormees - a term which in 
Sanskrit means who subsists on his own earnings. One person of this 
family happened to marry a woman of low caste, by name Goolee, and 
his descendants by her were called Burwars, which meant spurious. 
Punchpuria was the peculiar god and Debee was the female deity of the 
Burwars.'"^^ They had not committed crimes of dacoity, robbery, thieving 
with burglary, and thieving at night. They made all these crimes in day 
time. They were not cattle-lifters. The Burwars shared the amount of 
stolen property equally with their shareholders. They made no difference 
in the case of the aged, lunatic, blind, lame and children exceeding 12 
days of age, or such as were unable to go out on thieving excursions. ^ 
They called their leader Suhooa. The Burvv^ ars of Gondah were 
expert in their thieving profession. The Burwars of Gondha was 
divided into three classes. The first class was of Original Koormee 
Burwars. The second class was of slaves. The Burwars of Gondha 
kidnapped children from other places and brought to Gondha. Then these 
kidnapped children started to learn the art of stealing in their childhood 
144. Ibid. 
145. Ibid. 
146. Ibid. 
147. Ibid. 
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1 ^ o 
age from the Burwars. And this class of kidnapped children was known 
as slaves Burwars third class was of TuUam Burwars. Third class of slave 
Burwars kidnapped the infants from other places and brought up these 
infants. And they taught the art of stealing to these children.'"^^ This class 
was of TuUam Burwars. The children belonged to Burwars criminal class 
were experts in the art of stealing. The art of thieving was their only god 
of worship. The children of other classes were not purchased by the 
Burwars to assist them in thieving. They included their own children and 
kidnapped children in their thieving profession.'^° If a Sunoria boy 
happened to miss the sleight of hand which he taught to practice, he was 
punished for this mistake. But the Burwars never taught their children this 
art, and left them to their own discretion. If a Burwar boy arrested, he was 
warned by signs to the following effect "Chhawa Kuchayo na, nethi na 
kino, nahin tou uthai jao gai," i.e., "O you youngster, do not you reveal 
anything, else you will be put to death."'^' For this reason, the Burwar 
boy always tried to hide the details of the gang, if he was apprehended. 
The boys of Burwars class learnt and practiced many thieving tricks. For 
148. Habits, customs and religion of Burwars and Snorias, and the mode of 
thieving, as also the alike and different ways of stealing, &c., between them, 
Ibid,p.23. 
149. Ibid. 
150. Ibid. 
151. The manner of Burwars proceeding on their journey by consulting the 
astrologer and mention of the signs of foretelling and of certain rites and 
technicalities. Ibid, p. 28. 
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instance, the gang of the Burwars included boys started to quarrel with 
each other and exchanged blows. When some people surrounded them 
together as spectators, while other Burwars of the gang joined the crowd 
and began to search about the persons of the crowd for property, and 
carried away whatever they found. The boys gradually became expert in 
these kind of thieving tricks. ^^ Their arts of thieving and manners of 
cutting purses were like this: The two Burwars dressed themselves up as a 
respectable man. They had Rupees 40 or 50 with them. Then they entered 
into that shop, where they saw a valuable property. They started to 
communicate with the shopkeeper about the barter and exchange. They 
began to examine the articles, and by degrees took their seats in the shop, 
and the members of his gang included boys surrounded the shop like 
spectators. "^^  If the shop-keepers began to be cautious, then the members 
of the gang inside the shop spoke in their phraseology as follows: "Biroh 
hai bhudhrai deo," i.e., "the man is on his guard, let him be neglectful."'^^ 
If the shop-keeper was a cloth merchant, the seated Burwar took a piece, 
unfolds and lifts it at a comer, so that the shopkeeper losed right of 
anything going on behind, and then told his party. "Boothehr hai dhokhur 
phairai kur lai," i.e., "the shop-keeper is now unawares, take away the 
152. Arts of thieving and manners of cutting purses, as prevail among the Burwars, 
Ibid, p. 29. 
153. Ibid. 
154. Ibid. 
155. Ibid. 
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booty."'^^ Immediately the Burwars who were hanging about, broke-
sharply from the bundle, piece, bag, or anything valuable they could lay 
hand on, and ran away. The Burwars who were inside the shop had 
pretended to disagree in the bargain, left the shop. If during the act of 
thieving a Burwar wanted the help of their children of boys, who 
surrounded the shop at distance, he waved his handkerchief, or if he 
wanted one or two Burwars, he wished the Burwars should join him. 
When the policeman followed them, they spoke with each other tike this: 
"Lu tai Kumkhur ate hain," meaning "get out of the way quickly, the 
policeman is coming," or "Bhounk ai ao," meaning "disperse."'^^ If they 
had a stolen property, they said "Lungri lagao," i.e., put the articles in the 
bags tied to their waists.'^^ 
The 42 villages had been inhabited by the Burwars of Koormee 
origin.'^° The Burwars, who made thieving excursions, had 465 houses 
and 980 souls in these villages. Of these 35 Suhooas, or heads of the class 
were of the caste of Burwar, and two Suhooas were of Brahmin and 
156. Ibid. 
157. Ibid. 
158. Ibid. 
159. Ibid. 
160. Among these two 42 villages, 9 villages were very large and thickly inhabited 
by the Burwars. Those 9 villages were: Kalhooa, Buktha, Khuria, Puchgawan, 
Mutoria, Dhanpore, Bhitoria, Jugyan, Bhorpa, Doolhapore, Bykusha. Others 
were small villages and only two or four families of Burwars lived in some 
villages. Ibid, p.24. 
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Chutree Castes. Kunkhur,'^' Geega,'^^ Puchadha,'^^ Aheria, Bhaoopooria, 
Burwars of Puturia Koormee Caste, were the seven classes of Burwars. 
After the birth of a son, on the twelfth day of son's birth, the father 
gave party of intoxicating liquor to his whole brotherhood.'^ "^ And he put 
silver, gold and articles of all sorts in small quantities before the child; 
with a belief that, by his doing so, the child got a blessing, and would 
have been brought plenty of these things by thieving. After this ceremony 
the child was considered in his class as an equal sharer in the spoils of the 
community, and an equal share with those attained the age of ten years, 
were well instructed in keeping secrets, and fully made to understand 
that, if they ever revealed any secret of their clan, they would be put to 
death. They were instructed in the use of their phraseology which was as 
follows:'^' 
Table 
Number 
1 
2 
3 
Phrase 
Namut 
Ban 
Bahub 
Explanation 
Man 
Women 
Burwar 
161. Kunkhur were belonged to the Khuteer caste, with some intermixture of 
chumars. They inhabited at Amodh, &c., in the districts of Bustee and 
Gorukhpore. Ibid. 
162. Geega were of the Pasee caste. They lived in the districts of Durriabad, &c., in 
Oudh, Ibid. 
163. Puchadha had a proximity to the Jats. Instead of Dhotees they wore trousers. 
They made their expedition in the fairs of Haridwar. Ibid. 
164. Ibid, p. 26. 
165. Ibid. 
240 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
Bubbun 
Kiryar 
Chhawa 
Uryar 
Dhoochur 
Dhoocharree 
Chhaee 
Koosur 
Tanwar 
Phairoo 
Chorka 
Baijaroy 
Sahajun 
Muskar 
Soogha 
Saut 
Kitiha 
Loodhukha 
Goobha 
Karikha 
Muskata 
Chiptaha 
Matiha 
Laiduha 
Sisuha 
Bamar 
Suldha 
Banoo 
Putha 
Burgha 
Punsuree 
Aluhya 
Satoorya 
Bainaree 
Women of Burwar 
Son 
Burwar's son 
Boys of every clan 
Old 
Old women 
Burwar's daughter 
Brahmin 
Chhutree 
Mahomedan 
Brtish officers 
Rajah or King 
Traders and shop-keepers 
Kayesth of sorts 
Goldsmith 
Bhat or bard 
Blacksmith 
Confectioner 
Cowherd 
Torch-bearer 
Barber 
Oilman 
Potter 
Koormee and Loodh 
Washerman 
Sweeper, tanner and shoe-maker 
Bearer 
Tailor 
Culwar, spirit-seller 
Tamoolee 
Mendicants, beggars, &c 
Dancing girls 
Bad women 
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38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
Lumit 
Bisnee 
Geega 
Pachadha 
Ghunkhur 
Bhavepoorya 
Sanoorya 
Puterya 
Auhirya 
Oodh 
Reeh 
Joosar 
Rootikha 
Kubkat 
Khilaya 
Sehwa 
Mukhya 
Dhebra 
Nuliha 
Siyahee 
Koola and Dhansoo 
Dansoo 
Nahkiar 
Churga 
Chuktaihwa 
Bungur 
Paoo 
Bantekur 
Kurchee 
Baing 
Naitha 
Chikhaeen 
Baikasoo 
Koorme Burwar 
A good thief 
A kind of Burwar 
A kind of Burwar 
A kind of Burwar 
A kind of Burwar 
A kind of Burwar 
Burwar of Gondah 
A kind of Burwar 
A kind of Burwar 
A poor Burwar 
A rich Burwar 
Ordinary Burwair 
One who conceals property from his co 
sharers 
Gandid Burwar 
Ringleader 
Head of family 
Watchman 
One who gives up thieving 
Shroff 
Thannahdar 
Thannahdar 
High police officer 
Constable 
Peon 
Slave 
One acquainted with the Burward 
phraseology 
Handsome women 
Shell 
Pice, also a Burwar fees 
Rupee 
Goldmohur 
Four annas 
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71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
11 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
Tailahee 
Kimarah 
Soot 
Bhitabharee 
Audha Doorganee 
Bajar 
Gunda 
Kujree 
Deep 
Kaira 
Naihay 
Dori 
Baipur 
Bootahur 
Birah 
Moodhur 
Chownai 
Soobaee 
Purdais 
Thook 
Ghour 
Tikhurki 
Bikhulki 
Choolee 
Bail 
Boal 
Chundrukh 
Paloo 
Soonghni 
Gowna 
Lutkaha 
Loot 
Bode 
Marug 
Eight annas 
Ten or fifteen rupees, or IVi 
Twenty rupees 
One hundred rupees 
Fifty or five hundred rupees 
One thousand rupees 
Twenty four rupees 
Night 
Day 
Garden 
Fair, congregation 
Highway 
Road not much frequented 
Simple or careless 
Wild-awake 
Out of guard 
Zemindar's tax 
Zemindar's tax 
Out country 
Gang 
Army 
Goold things 
Bad articles 
To be silent 
Head 
Face 
Eyes 
Hand 
Nose 
Shoe or foot 
Bosom 
Genital organ of male 
Genital organ of female 
Anus 
243 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
1 j j 
134 
135 
136 
137 
Tharee 
Chunduph 
Sookhur 
Launjoo 
Mailee 
Bhaibhee 
Sonra 
Tainra 
Baseeth 
Bainacha 
Goodara 
Soonrhee 
Nat 
Phairowanee 
Bailacha 
Sungla 
Mar 
Chiyaree 
Sulla 
Aijapoo 
Katharee 
Daihanoo 
Jhukwaee 
Chikaree 
Peetai 
Kumkhur 
Chansee 
Khalna 
Milwaee 
Loonee 
Dhookur Pharaie 
Tarbandhuna 
Rageelaina 
Grove, tree and timber 
Wood of sorts 
River 
Water and fish 
Fire 
Box, well, pit, &c. 
Chair, stool, &c. 
Bundle 
Book 
Looking-glass 
Sacred bathing place, shrine, and other 
bathing places 
Boat and elephant 
Temple or building 
Mosque or Mahomedan shrine 
Hindoo temple 
European bungalow 
Dwelling-house 
Thatch or charpoy 
Gates 
Priest, minister 
Wheeled carriage 
Bribes 
Police watch 
Cattle 
Lamp 
Village chowkeedar 
Theft 
Theft 
Theft 
Plunder 
Sleight of hand in making away with 
property 
Deception of sight 
Making away with property by theft 
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138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
Oothaidalua 
Tipiha 
Khurkana 
Kaileyana 
Bumb 
Bugdharee 
Jhumnee 
Chamagay 
Deep 
Jhoom 
Bainbo 
Urso 
Gudhna 
Ganth 
Deep 
Neesi 
Phona baikhali 
Lutiana 
Bhounkana 
Lungree lugana 
Debaee dena 
Akoutee 
Marekha asrai dena 
Matee lena 
Rato 
Tenree ai dalna 
Gainjai lana 
Unchree dalna 
Kachana 
Nihtee 
Phanrchhoorna 
Murder 
Murder by poison 
Kidnapping of children 
Arson 
Affray, riot 
Adultery, whether by consent or force, 
with a Burwa woman in the jungle 
Flogging 
Imprisoned 
Term of imprisonment 
Release from confinement 
Co-habitation 
Comfortable sleep 
To eat 
To drink 
To sit 
To plunder 
To dig property out of the groimd 
To come hastily 
To walk out of road 
To put cash into a bag 
To conceal stolen property; place when 
large property is kept 
To deny being of the gang of Burwars 
Escape of the gang 
To throw one-self on the ground when 
heaten. 
To put his own and carry away other's 
property. 
To put his own and carry away other's 
bundle. 
To call up the whole gang. 
To steal behind the curtain. 
To be afraid of 
Betray secret. 
To wear Brahminical thread. 
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169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
Bhooknee 
Patakhee 
Dharar 
Khuporee 
Unowa 
Churkee 
Titaree 
Phuwanee 
Leeng 
Dootur 
Bagowtee 
Russoo 
Choopur 
Pharowtee 
Gurneo 
Lingnee 
Digna 
Loorhee 
Lumghainch 
Phoonk 
Nikooiha 
Duntara 
Chookrehwa 
Soonlia 
Naimi 
Saithaee 
Bakhulsithaee 
Tikhursithaee 
Sathur 
Chuksa 
Soong 
Reeh 
Sool 
Bakhil 
Cannon 
Musket. 
Sword and other iron weapons. 
Shield 
Corn, cereals. 
Milk and buttermilk 
Capsicum 
Garlic and onion 
Meals 
Intoxicating liquors 
Meat, flesh 
Salt 
Butter and oil 
Pickles and vegetables 
Rice, bread and dall 
Parched and powdered grain 
To smoke and chew tobacco 
Elephant 
Camel 
Bullock and buffalo 
Horse 
Horse 
Ass and mule 
Tiger, wolf, &c. 
Sheep and goat. 
Sweetmeats 
Coarse sweetmeats. 
Fine 
Pearls, precious stones, jewels, &c. 
Silver 
Gold 
Copper 
Bell metal of good quality 
Bell metal of bad quality 
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203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
215 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 
230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
Dharawala 
Phoodeha 
Kharaidalna 
Nikra 
Phoodeha 
Soonha 
Buntha 
Toongnee 
Raitar 
Towkee 
Gulchumnee 
Putpata 
Gowna 
Bisaindhee 
Ghoontee 
Boogna 
Dugna 
Ghaigha 
Bijolee 
Kadainla 
Moonhlugnee 
Bhainbhee 
Kailee 
Banowtee 
Bulsa 
Chihoo 
Bijra 
Lamaicha 
Phutkun 
Chupper 
Doona 
Agrasee 
Tittoowtee 
Iron 
Coral 
To sell stolen property 
Gold and silver ornaments 
Garland of pearls and corals. 
Garland of gold beads. 
Garland of gold beads. 
Nosering 
Gold necklace 
Bangle 
An ornament for the ear 
An ornament for the ear 
Wrist ornaments 
Cups, plates, jars, &c., of metals 
Lota 
Tub 
Hooqa 
A large vessel of metal 
Dish of metal 
A kind of vessel 
Glass 
Bucket 
Candlestick 
A box of metal 
Crown of a minaret 
Large metal pots 
Cloth 
Apparel 
Turban or waist band 
Wearing sheet 
Cap 
Cap 
Garment for the lower part of the body 
(dhotee) 
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236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 
253 
254 
255 
256 
257 
258 
259 
260 
Sirkee 
Sulga 
Settoo 
Padungarair 
Satore 
Bunree 
Roonwaree 
Tikhurkiroonwaree 
Bakhulkee Bijhora 
Salaicha 
Dutta 
Murghumna 
Thaphoo 
Buklaee 
Tikhurkee bijora 
Setwa 
Koolehi 
Baseeth 
Deebaiwala 
Cheen 
Bumboo 
Soonba 
Baitacha 
Rooteeka 
Lugra 
Double sheet for covering head 
Double sheet for covering head 
Blanket, woollen cloth 
Trowsers 
Silk sheet 
Female head covering 
Coarse woollen blanket, &c. 
Fine woollen blanket, &c. 
Cloth of small value 
Woollen carpet 
Handkerchief 
Petticoat 
Quilt 
Quih 
Rich garments, gowns, &c. 
Bag, small 
Bag, large with cash 
Bundle of cloth 
Carpets 
Brocades 
Tents 
Double shawl 
Umbrella 
Gold and silver articles 
Cakes offered by the Burwars to their 
gods. 
66 Dheenwurs or Mulhars were boatmen by their caste. They 
followed the profession of robbery and decoity from their childhood age. 
The boyish element generally formed one-half or two-thirds of the gang. 
166. Report on Meenas and other Criminal Classes, Home Department, Judicial-A, 
18* October 1865, Nos. 53-54, p. 32. NAI. 
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The boys were generally between the ages of 7 and 16. They committed 
robbery and dacoity in remote areas.'^^ They usually had enough land, in 
the Goorgaon district, to obtain sufficient means of livelihood. Being by 
caste boatmen, they could find ample employment on the boats that 
passed daily up and down the river Jamuna. But they became habitual of 
this criminal life because they learnt this profession of thieving and 
dacoity from their childhood age.'^^ And thieving gave them an easy 
means of livelihood. This criminal class never worked on the previous 
informations. They made plundering expeditions whenever they got a 
chance. They went in fairs, marriage processions, and in large 
assemblages of people for robbery. The whole gang assembled outside 
the limits of the fair and decided the whole act.'*'^  One man of the gang 
worked as receiver or treasurer. It was his duty to keep or hide safely the 
stolen articles and property by either buried them in the earth, or placed 
them in some safe place where the police might not have been able to find 
them. And other members of the gang went into different directions. 
Every man of the gang kept one or two boys with him. The adult men of 
this gang taught these boys the art of stealing. These boys brought the 
stolen property to the receiver. These children, between the ages of 7 and 
167. Ibid, pp. 32-33. 
168. Ibid. 
169. Ibid. 
170. Ibid. 
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16, followed their tutor during the process of stealing.'^' When an adult 
man adopt an illicit action of stealing, then the boy took up the position 
immediately behind him. And the boy received at once any article handed 
to him by the man. The boys rarely suspected of theft due to their being 
children. And these children could be moved freely without any fear of 
detection.'^^ 
If somehow the children of the gang apprehended, they never gave 
correct information about themselves, such as their names, residence, 
1 7^ 
&c. They pretended that they came with their father, mother, brother or 
sister to the fair, but got separate from their family due to the crowded 
area. These children gave a false name as that of their missing relatives.'^ "^ 
The men of the gang divided the stolen property among themselves 
equally. These children got their an equal share with the men. 
The Meos were Mohammedans by caste. Their chief profession 
was cattle-lifting and house-breaking. They boundaries of Ulwar and 
Bhurtpoor touched the boundaries of Goorgaon District. Thousands of 
Meos of the same clan, who were living in Ulwar and Bhurtpoor 
territories, provided the facilities to the plunderer Meos of the Goorgaon 
171. Ibid. 
172. Ibid. 
173. Ibid. 
174. Ibid. 
175. Ibid. 
176. Ibid. 
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district for the crime of cattle-lifting. The police of Bhurtpur and Ulwur 
was not cooperative with the police of Goorgaon District. The Ulwar 
"Raj" had also issued an order to the police and by the police to the 
zemindars, not to receive any merits of the "Khoj" brought by the police 
of British territory till such time as the police of Ulwur confirmed the list 
1 no 
as correct one. Due to this order the Ulwur police assisted the thieves 
directly and ignored altogether any "Khoj" or other proofs put forward by 
the police of the Goorgaon District. The Meos sold their stolen catties 
to the Butchers of their own villages. Butchers bought stolen cattle for 
slaughter. They immediately killed the stolen catles in order to destroy 
the every proof of the cattle lifting. The Meos sent the stolen property by 
their associates twenty or thirty miles away in one night from the place of 
plunder.' 
Goojurs were cattle-lifters. They also occasionally made robbery 
and dacoity. They lived in the several portions of the Goorgaon 
• • 1 SI 
District. They were more or less addicted to the crime. The Goojus, 
who lived on the Delhi's border had only to make over the stolen cattle to 
177. The Meos made robbery but occasionally, Ibid, p. 34.. 
178. In return the police of Ulwar and Bhurtpoor territories got one fifth of the total 
amount realized by the sole of stolen property. Ibid. 
179. Ibid. 
180. They sold the stolen property within fifty or sixty miles of the place, from 
where it was stolen. The number of persons, who worked in the gang, 
depended on the amount of property or number of cattle. Ibid. 
181. Ibid. 
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their friends and relatives of that district. Their relatives always provided 
to immediately passed them on across the Jamuna to Meerut or 
182 Boolundshuhr. The villagers of Ghutoumee, Jahianuggur, Dehra and 
Futtehpore, were known far and wide as notorious thieves. When the 
Goojurs of the Pulwul pergunna stole catties then their friends and 
relatives of the villages of Jhoonpa, Chatunga, Sumsamnuggur, &c., on 
the other side of Jamuna helped them to cross the cattle over the jamuna. 
The Goojurs of Poonahana, Rewaree Thannas, Ghuttal in that of Bohora 
183 
were also doing the crime of cattle lifting in this manner. Their process 
of cattle-lifting was exactly like Meos. They made the crime of robbery 
and dacoity on the basis of previous informations. 
184 The details of 120 persons, who were natives of Shahjehanpoor, 
lived at other places in 1865 were as follows: 
Number 
1. 
2. 
J. 
Name and Parentage 
Kanha, son of Jodha 
Bhawan, son of Kashoram 
Nundram, son of Kashoram 
Caste 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Profession 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
tehseel Singowlee, Neemuch 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
tehseel Singowlee, Neemuch 
Servant to Ramsuroop, 
"Khajanchee," Neemuch 
182. Ibid. 
183. Ibid. 
184. Ibid. 
252 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
Roshu, son of Kashoram 
Juwunna, son of Kashoram 
Daba, son of Hursahoy 
Ramsahoy, son of Dounkul 
Ramsurrun, son of Dounkul 
and Brother of Ramsahoy 
Ram Gopal, son of Nanukram 
Gopal, son of Munsa 
Lukshen, son of Munsa and 
Brother of Gopal 
Hurdeo, son of Chaima 
Richpal, son of Bishen Sahoy 
Totaram, son of Dhunwunta 
Lalljee, son of Neola 
Dabeesahoy, son of Seeta 
Nowleea, son of Unknown 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
tehseel Singowlee, Neemuch 
Kept a school at Neemuch 
Servant to Sahibram, 
Gordhandass, Mahajuns, 
Patna 
Servant to Doolee Chund, 
Mahajun, Nagpoor 
Servant to Doolee Chund, 
Mahajun, Nagpore 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
the Sudur Bazar, Neemuch 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
the Sudur Bazar, Neemuch 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
the Sudur Bazar, Neemuch 
Servant to Rishklall, 
MaJiajun, Ulwur 
Servant to Munsookraee, 
"Khajanchee", Gazeepoor 
Servant to Rishklall, 
Mahajun, Ulwur 
Employed as a Chuprasee or 
constable in the Ajmere 
Kotwallee 
Employed as a Chuprasee or 
constable in the Ajmere 
Kotwallee 
Servant to Rambillas, 
Mahajun, Caste Dhoosur, 
Ajmere. 
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18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
Zalim, son of Purmanund 
Ram Lall, son of Purmanund 
Newul, son of Girdharee 
Buldeo, son of unknown 
Hurdeo, son of Sadhoo 
Buldeo, son of Mothee 
Buksha, son of Nunna 
Premsook, son of Bhaneeram 
Sadhoo, son of Hursahoy 
Sheobuksh, son of Gobinda 
Gungloo, son of Roora 
Gungasahoy, son of 
Ramjewun 
Jewunna, son of Gungoo 
Balla, son of Hookma 
Manga, son of Sheosahoy 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Employed as a Chuprasee at 
Jhansee. 
Employed as a Chuprasee at 
Jhansee. 
Servant to Unundheelall, 
Mahajun, Caste Dhoosur, 
Muthra. 
Kept a shop at Neemuch 
Kept a shop at Neemuch 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
the post office, Oodeypoor. 
Kept a shop at Nagpoor 
Servant to Sadhooram, 
"KJiajanchee", Nowgaon. 
Servant to Deep Chund, 
Kaith, Oodeypoor. 
Servant to Peramsook, 
"Khajanchee," Hyderabad, 
Deccan. 
Servant to Sahibram, 
Gordhundass, Mahajuns, 
Patna. 
Sei"vant to Jeesok, Brahmin, 
who kept a shop at 
Neemuch. 
Servant to the Choongee 
Contractor, Oodeypore. 
Kept a shop at Meerut. 
Servant to Munsookrae, 
Cheorungee Lall, Dhoosurs, 
Mahajuns, Agra. 
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33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
Ramdhun, son of Ramsahoy 
Nunda, son of Ramdhun 
Buldeo, son of Motheeram 
Salug, son of Ramsahoy 
Jeykisen, son of Ganda 
Sheobuksh, son of Doorsa 
Rampershad, son of Doorsa 
Rampershad, sonof Doorsa 
Mungnee, son of Bhana 
Gopal, son of Bhans 
Prem, son of Koosla 
Sheonarain, son of Munsook 
Bhola, sonofKanha 
Bhavao, son of Bhola 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Servant to Munsookrae, 
Cheorungee Lall, Dhoosurs, 
Mahajuns, Agra. 
Servant to Munsookrae, 
Cheorungee Lall, Dhoosurs, 
Mahajuns, Agra 
Employed as a Chuprasee in 
the Post Office, 
Oodeyapoor. 
Kept a shop at Agra 
Kept a shop at Mhow 
Kept a shop at Mhow 
Kept a school at Mhow 
Servant to Jeykisen, 
Brahmin, No. 37 of this list. 
Servant to Jeykisen, 
Brahmin, No. 37 of this list. 
Servant to Jeykisen, 
Brahmin No. 37 of this list. 
Leads a wandering life as a 
wandering life as a fukeer in 
Bikaneer. 
Chuprasee over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Wandered about as a faker 
in Calcutta. 
Was in Jail at Agra, in a case 
of highway robbery in which 
he was supposed to have 
given information to the 
robbers. 
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47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
Chaina, son of Nanooram 
Pirana, sonof Teja 
Rambuksh, son of Cheemoo 
Doonkareea, son of Seojee 
Gunashee, son of Balkishen 
Gainda, son of Toda 
Gobinda, son of Toda, and 
Brother of Goinda 
Seola, son of Ooda 
Ram Lall, son of Ramdhun 
Ramjewur, son of Ramdhun 
Sheobuksh, son of Ramdhun 
Rampershad, son of 
Ramdhun 
Dhama, son of Luchmun 
Ram Sing, son of Heera 
Jewunna, son of Heera, and 
brother of Ram Sing 
Sheojee, son of Heera 
Gheesa, son of Radha. 
Bhoja, sonof Radha 
Mungul, son of Radha 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Brahmin 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Was in a service as a 
chuprasee or constable in 
Thana Banchoor, Neemuch. 
Servant to Rao Gungabuksh 
Buldeo, Jeypoor. 
Kept a shop at Kota. 
Kept a shop at Kota. 
Kept a shop at Jhansee 
Kept a shop at Patna. 
Kept a shop at Patna 
Kept a shop at Patna 
Kept shop at Guwalior. 
Kept shop at Gwalior. 
Kept shop at Gwalior. 
Kept shop at Gwalior No. 
55, 56, 57, 58 were brothers. 
Kept shop at Gwalior. 
Kept a shop at Kohat, 
Punjab. 
Kept a shop at Kohat, 
Punjab. 
Kept a shop at Gwalior. 
Kept a shop at Gwalior. 
Kept a shop at Gwalior. 
Kept a shop at Gwalior. 
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66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
11. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
Busdeo, son of Luchmun 
Deena, son of Jewunna 
Toolla, son of Sodhemull 
Hunwunta, son of Rambuksh 
Hunwunta, son of Rambillas 
Buksha, son of Rambillas 
Ramnarain, son of Rambillas 
Gopal, son of Rambillas, Nos. 
70, 71, 72, 73 were brothers. 
Sheolall, son of Ramlall 
Ramdhun, son of Buldeo 
Cheems, son of Nihalla 
Jumna, son of Mohkum 
Buldeo, son of Toolla 
Sadheea, son of Deena 
Nowla, son of Deena 
Sheekishen, son of Chajoo 
Zalma, son of Jewuns, 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Buneah 
Uheer 
Uheer 
Uheer 
Uheer 
Servant to Bishunsuroop, 
Mahajun, Umballa. 
Servant to Bishunsuroop, 
Goorshahoy, Commissariat 
Contractors, Ferozepoor. 
Servant to Cheorungee Lall, 
Mahajun, Agra. 
Servant to Nonidram, 
Burmeah, Gwaiior. 
Kept shop at Gwaiior. 
Kept shop at Gwaiior. 
Kept shop at Gwaiior. 
Kept shop at Gwaiior 
Kept shop at Gwaiior. 
Chuprasee in the Dewannee 
Court, Jeypoor. 
Kept a shop at Gwaiior. 
Servant to Soondur Lall, 
Mahajun, Allahabad. 
Kept a shop at Neemuch. 
Servants to Bunsee, 
Chowdry of Pahargunge. 
Servants to Bunsee, 
Chowdry of Pahargunge. 
Employed as a Sowar at 
Gwaiior, but dismissed for 
misconduct. 
Servant to SheoloU, 
257 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
Hursook, son of Bhujns 
Meena, son of Pursa 
Seeta, sonof Bhaja 
Emam Allee, son of Rahmut 
AUee 
Hossein Allee, son of Rahmut 
Allee 
Lalloo, son of Sadhoo 
Wazeera, son of Gureeba 
Mungoo, son of Kadir 
Sookdeo, son of Seeta 
Sheobuksh, son of Sookdeo 
Jeykissen. son of Motee 
Gobinda, son of Jeykishen 
Jowahir, son of Shimboo 
Nanga, son of Roora 
Soonar or 
Goldsmith 
Soonar or 
Goldsmith 
Soonar or 
Goldsmith 
Gaozoes 
Gazes 
Bhistee 
Fakeer 
Butcher 
Meena 
Meena 
Meena 
Meena 
Meena 
Meena 
Sookdeo, Mahajuns, 
Sealkote. 
Kept a shop at Ajmeer 
Kept a shop at Ferozepoor. 
Kept a shop at Gwalior. 
Remained in the Musjid, at 
Neemuch. 
Remained in the Musjid, at 
Neemuch 
Filled water in the bazaar at 
Neemuch. 
Employed as a Chuprassee 
to the Political Agent, 
Oodeypoor. 
Lived at Neemrans, Jeypoor. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
Employed over the Ulwur 
Raja's Toshakhana. 
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97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
Chokha, son of Rangoo 
Nounid, sonof Bhola 
Mungtoo, son of Goordhun 
Mungta, son of Matteea 
Gungla, son of Khooshla 
Ghuseeta, son of Khooshal 
Sahiba, son of Moteea 
Khoobia, son of Moteea 
Doba, son of Rangla 
Saiga, sonof Rutna 
Bholoo, son of Oomrs 
Jewunna, son of Oomra 
Sadheea, son of Dhurmoo 
Parma, son of Hookum 
Dalo, son of Bala 
Meena 
Bulahur 
Khakrobe 
or sweeper 
Sweepers 
Sweepers 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
A sepoy in the Ulwur Raja's 
service. 
Resided in Delhie 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in a cavalry Regiment 
stationed at Erinpoora. 
Employed as sweepers in the 
Cantonment of Saugor. 
Employed as sweepers in the 
cantonment of Saugor. 
Resided in Delhie 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of 
Nuseerabad. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantoimient of 
Neemunch. 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantonment of 
259 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
Sookdeo, son of Bala 
Hurdeo, son of Jaimla 
Bishna, son of Cheema 
Sadheea, son of Loka 
Baleea, son of Gungabishen 
Goolijar, son of Jeykishen 
Ulsoo, son of Jeykishen 
Husleea, son of Bala 
Ghasee, son of Sudda 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Sweeper 
Neemunch. 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantonment of 
Neemunch. 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantormient of Indore. 
Was in service in a cavalry 
corps in Bikaneer. 
Was in service at Cawnpoor 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Were in service as sweepers 
in the cantonment of Mhow. 
Sells matches at Delhie 
Was in service as a sweeper 
in the cantonment of 
Neemuch. 
Sansees was a thieving class of Punjab District. This class originated 
185 during the region of Sher Shah. In the reign of Sher Shah, Hizra 809, 
Tagrul in the Soobah of Bengat, found no other sport, set his dogs &c. 
behind some jungle men. The jungle men immediately run off to save 
their life. But unfortunately in hurry they left their new bom babe 
185. Reformatory measures connected with the treatment of criminals in India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-B, January 1867, No. 41, p. 199, 
NAI. 
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behind. One of the servants picked babe up, and said 'Sanshai' (it 
breathes), hence he was called 'Sansee'. Babe grew and married, but 
preferred the raw flesh of cats, jackals, or any game to civilized life ran 
off to the Punjab and put up at Dodowal in the Sealkot district. From that 
time his generations started to live in mat huts, near some village or other. 
They never associated even with each other. They had no religion, and no 
genealogical tree. They had always remained jungle men. They obtained 
their livelihood through the chase or thieving.'^^ 
The criminal class of Rukheewars was the Mussulman by religion. 
The chief profession of this race was thieving. In the reign of Feroze 
Shah II, Ravicheya was the Khidmutgar of the King. He was Butteeara by 
caste. (Butteeara who kept Cook shops). Ravicheya had stolen some royal 
property and fled from Delhi to the Punjab. But his followers had refused 
to give him shelter. Then one man of the Sansees class gave him 
shelter in his hut. There he spent his time secret!) till pursuit was over. 
Then he married the daughter of his protector. He used to live in gardens. 
He supported himself by going about among the gardens; when the fruit 
186. Ibid. 
187. Ibid. 
188. Later they gave up to eat raw flesh. Some Sansees burnt and some buried the 
dead body of their class. Sansees, who followed Hindoo culture, lived near 
Hindoo villages. And those Sansees, who followed Muslim culture, lived near 
Mohammedan villages. Ibid. 
] 89. The Pukheewars were more civilized than the Sansees. Ibid, p. 200. 
190. Ibid. 
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was ripe 'pukka' and carried it about for sale. Hence he was called 
'Pukheewala' since corrupted into 'Pukhewarra'.'^' Later they adopted 
crime of thieving as their chief profession, which had derived from their 
Sansee mother. This criminal class was very courageous. The sansee 
made resistance with his stick (latee). They moved up to women by 
crawling when they were sleeping and the sansees' thieves removed their 
ornaments. Then sansees immediately fleetness of foot. They could 
steal even from enclosed compounds. A gang of five men, three of whom 
were sansees, as were probably the other two, apparently having news of 
some khutrees on their way to Jummoo came in from Goordaspore 
district, some 10 miles. They were armed with lattees (heavy sticks) 
but finding the khutrees on the alert gave up the affair apparently 
meditating some other attempt. The khutrees however told the police, 
three of whom had soon come to where they were sitting.' ^ The Sansees 
flad away. But three of them finding only one pursuer turned on him and 
191. His generations remained in separate tribes, though they inter-married. Ibid. 
192. Ibid. 
193. Ibid. 
194. Ibid. 
195. The sansees were very courageous and daring criminals. In 1867, one case of 
robbery came into the knowledge of Police. Three Khutrees were coming to 
Junmoo by the road. These people had money in their belts to buy goods. Four 
sansees of the Umritsur district came over the border with the intention to 
plunder the money of these Khutrees and lay in wait for them. The gang of 
four Sansees, who was armed with heavy sticks, rushed out of some high corn 
as the khutrees passed. The two Khutrees ran off immediately. The third 
khutree after a long struggle was robbed. His ear-rings being torn out of his 
ears and himself severely beaten. Ibid. 
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left him senseless on the ground. The other two being over-taken by two 
policemen had a fight with men, one got off, but the other was taken after 
being wounded in several places.'^^ 
Banjarees, Kolatees, Buddhuks, Pardees, Kaiekarees, Kunjurs, 
Nuths, these were the hereditary and wandering criminal classes in 
Berar. 
Banjarees were over 50,000 in number. The Woon District was 
their head quarters. This was a formidable criminal class. Banjarees 
had been noted more for dacoitee than for any other crime. This race had 
been divided into three sub-divisions: 
(1) Mutooria (2) Lubhanee (3) Charuns.'^^ 
The Mutooria was Brahminical class. Mutooria's were almost 
harmless. The Banjarees were professional criminals. They bom to 
commit crime. But some Banjarees were respectable members of the 
•. 200 
community. 
196. Ibid. 
197. Legislation for the control or surveillance of the Criminal Tribes of India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, 10 September 1870, No. 9-20, p. 1, 
NAI. 
198. Memorandum by Lieutenant C.T. Lane, Officiating, Inspector General of 
Police, Hyderabad Assigned Districts, on some of the predatory tribes who 
infest Berar, Ibid, p. 4. 
199. Ibid. 
200. Ibid. 
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The criminal race of Kolatees wandered from place to place for 
pasture. But later few people belonged to this race became settle in 
villages. The chief profession of this class was dacoity and thieving. 
The Buddhuks were basically dacoits. They were inhabitants of 
Bengal and North-Western Provinces. The Buddhuks made plundering 
expeditions in the Nurbudda Districts and Saugor and Dumoh. A 
plundering gang of Buddhuks later came down to Berar. For Budduks 
an Industrial colony was set up at Saligram, in the Goruckpore district. 
But resulted in a failure.^ "^^  Some Buddhuks, who were under 
surveillance, had been escaped. They had not been captured by the Police. 
Later in 1866 by the Police. Later in 1866 and in 1867, the Buddhuks had 
started their plundering excursions in Hyderabad Assigned Districts.^ *^^ 
Large number of Pardees with predatory habits wandered in Berar. 
The chief profession of this class was dacoity and house-breaking. 
According to the Lieutenant C.T. Lane, Officiating Inspector General of 
201. Ibid. 
202. Lieutenant - Colonel A.L. Paterson, Inspector General of Police, Lower 
Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Judicial 
Department (No. 2649, dated Fort William, the 20* May 1870), Ibid, p. 16. 
203. In 1844, a large number of Budducks had surrendered themselves to the 
thuggee department, on the condition of pardon for all past offences. And 
these Budducks were kept under police surveillance in several districts of the 
North-Western Provinces and Bengal. Ibid. 
204. Ibid. 
205. Ibid. 
206. Memorandum by C.T. Lane, Officiating, Inspector General of Police, 
Hyderabad Assigned Districts, on some of the predatory tribes who infest 
Berar, Ibid, p. 4. 
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Police, Hyderabad Assigned District, The Pardees were addicted to crime 
as trade. They committed both dacoity and house-breaking. A man of this 
class could not get married in this and some other tribes until he had 
committed a theft. 
Kaiekarees were professional house - breakers. They were in large 
number in Berar. They earned their livelihood entirely through criminal 
occupation. 
Nuths was a very dangerous predatory class. They were totally 
dependent on violent crime. There were in large number in Berar. They 
were notorious thieves and capable of any crime.^ °^ 
The wandering criminal race of Kunjurs had a wide extent 
throughout the India. Many criminal gangs of this race had been scattered 
m Berar and committed crimes. They were drug sellers. Kunjurs were 
911 
thieves. They generally made the crime of theft in the fairs. 
Vganotees was a race of habitual thieves. They earned their 
livelihood entirely by theft. They made depredations in the fairs and 
bazaars of Berar.^'^ 
207. Ibid. 
208. Ibid. 
209. Ibid. 
210. Ibid. 
211. Ibid. 
212. Ibid. 
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Aheers or Gowallas was not a nomadic criminal race, but it was a 
wandering criminal caste. The member of this caste often found in 
Shahabad, Champarun, Gya and Sarun, where they were known as 
Aheers. They had an ability in crime of cattle-stealing and burglary. In 
order to keep secret their real profession of theft, they pursued other 
occupations.^ Although they were always ready to join in any pillage 
expedition. They made robberies mainly on the Grant Trunk Road. 
Sunnyasses were religious beggars. They wandered all over the 
country. They were not confined to any particular district.^'^ They usually 
found on the Grand Trunk Road or any of the principal roads in Bengal, 
especially about Monghyr and Bhaugulpore. They had often been 
suspected of dacoity. But they had never been convicted of this crime.^'^ 
They wandered with their families, horses etc. in the country in the guise 
of physicians, snake-charmers, acrobats, fortune-tellers, etc. They lived 
91 8 
by begging, cheating and pilferinig. 
213. Lieutenant - Colonel A.H. Paterson, Officiating, Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Judicial 
Department (No. 2649, dated Fort William, the 20* May 1870), Ibid. p. 15. 
214. In other districts of Bengal they were called Gowallas. Ibid. 
215. Ibid. 
216. Some Sunnyasees carried small white stones with them, called "Salgram 
Thakoors". According to them these white stones were sacred and inside these 
stones they said to carry papers about political matters. Thus they were 
spreading troublesome reports against the Government, tending to unsettle the 
minds of the people. Ibid. 
217. Ibid. 
218. Ibid. 
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Binds were a dangerous criminal class. They belonged to North-
western Provinces. Binds chiefly founds in the districts of Bhaugulpore 
and Shahabad of Bengal. They had come from Ghazeepore and the 
Upper Provinces. They committed organized dcaoity. They entered into 
Bengal through the railway and boats for plunder. 
Bedyas or Shikarees were well-known as gang robbers so far back 
as 1847. ' They lived principally in the Nuddea and Jessore districts of 
Bengal. They regularly made pilfering expeditions in the districts of 
Furredpore, Rajshahye, Moorshedabad, Hooghly, Decca, Bogran, Pubna 
and Mymensingh. Earlier they were looked upon by the police as the 
most dangerous gang of dacoits. They were formerly a party of 
Budducks, who had come from Lucknow. They were not the inhabitants 
of Bengal. The word "Budh" of which their name was a corruption, 
meant a "hunter". They destroyed wild beasts and caught up kingfishers 
and other birds as huntsmen. They communicated with each other in 
219. Ibid. 
220. Some people of this criminal race were living along the Kurrimnassa river. 
These Binds occasionally made marauding expeditions with Binds of 
Ghazeepore Binds to Lower Bengal. Ibid. 
221. Ibid. 
222. About 100 or 150 years ago they had been settled down in Bengal by one of 
the Rajahs of Krishnagur. Then they adopted the profession of huntesmen. 
Ibid. 
223. This race was belonged to a very low caste. They had no particular religion. 
According to them, they were Mussalmans. But on the other hand they were 
worshippers of Kalee and attended all the ceremonies of the Hindoos. Ibid. 
224. Ibid. 
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their own language, which was not familiar to Bengalies. They were very 
courageous thieves. They were expert in cheating and burglary. They 
entered into houses and stole ornaments from the hands and feet of 
women and children without walking them. But they professed that they 
earned their livelihood through the profession of bird catching, mat-
making, fortune-tellmg, dealing in herbs, etc. They left their home at 
midnight for theft and came back after fortnight. About 300 Shikarees 
lived in Nuddea, 200 in Jessore, and 100 in the 24-Pergunnahs. 
Wealthy tanjidars or receivers supported them in their crimes. If they 
"sized" with "seendkatees" in their possession, in such casestheir first 
99ft 
object was to hide these instruments. They went on plundering 
99Q 
expeditions through railroad and boats. The Bedyanee or female Bedya 
wandered in towns and villagers with a small bundle on her head, which 
contained an unfailing charm for every complaint of the body or the mind 
9^0 
on which she might have been consulted. The Bedyanee's special 
occupation was of palmistry. She also employed much of her time in 
225. Ibid. 
226. Ibid. 
227. Ibid. 
228. Ibid. 
229. They lived outside the villages and towns in huts of mats and bamboos. They 
took ponies and bullocks with them. They ate almost anything. Squirrels and 
Foxes were their luxury items. They were habituals of intoxicating drinks of 
any kind. The Bedya women were employed by the lower costs of Bengal in 
the case of illness and disease for which they used simple herbs and all sorts of 
charms incantations. Ibid. 
230. Ibid. 
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cupping with buffalo horns and administered drugs for spleen and 
rheumatism. She had a peculiar charm for extract maggots from the roots 
of teeth. She was also skilled in tattooing. Young girls were her 
principal patrons. The process was called "ulkee". The Bedya was 
Hindoo or Mussulman, according to the people he was amongst. The 
people of this class buried dead. Bedya married without the intervention 
of priests. But the consent of the heads of the tribe was necessary 
Purohits or priest were occasionally found among the Bedyas. The 
Bedyas were fond husbands, kind parents, affectionate children, and 
warm friends. This criminal race worked under the control of "sirdars". 
Their punishments were fines, beating with a shoe, and in extreme cases, 
expulsion from caste. The fines were used up in the entertainment of 
the community with spirituous liquor. A small amount of money gave to 
the chief for the support of his rank. His rank was generally hereditary. 
He possessed authority over his clansmen wherever located. 
Mughya Domes or Domras were thieves by professional. They had 
pulled the cover from sleeping persons, picked up stray lotahs, and 
231. Ibid. 
232. Ibid. 
233. Ibid. 
234. Ibid, pp. 16-17. 
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snatched nose rings from women in a crowd and ran off.^ ^^  About 2,000 
men, women and children Uved in 1866 in the districts of Tirhoot, Sarun, 
Chumparun, Patna and Arrah. The people of this race were also living in 
the district of Gorukhpore, North Western Provinces. The large number 
were in the districts of Champarun and Sarun. The Mughyars had a same 
language like other domes. The made expeditions of Robberies and 
dacoities. They worked as decoys and jackals to the more determined 
Dosads and Harees in committing dacoity. Their ostensible occupation 
was mat-weaving. They could use knives and laties, if someone tried to 
create hindrance in their thieving expeditions. The women stole grain 
from the fields and committed any kind of secret theft. To avoid arrest the 
women of this race had taken their own children by a leg and curved them 
round and threatened to dash the brains of children if the police did not 
retire." If some respectable dressed persons approached the male domes, 
then they immediately absconded. They left their children and women 
alone. They wandered about the country in gangs. They were not 
trustworthy. Their plundering expeditions were supported by buneas and 
mahajuns. Parents were very particular to have their children named by a 
235. They were the descendants of the old Hindoo caste of Chandals, who were 
said to have sprung from the union of a man of impure caste with a Brahmin 
woman. Ibid. 
236. Ibid. 
237. Ibid. 
238. Ibid. 
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Brahmin. The word "Mayheya" probably meant that the domes came 
from the country about Patna and Gya, which composed the ancient 
Kingdom of Mayadhar or Mayha. One Bhumsingh was formerly their 
king."" Keechuks were wanderers of up-country origin. They had been 
arrested and convicted of counterfeiting coin in 1867 in the district of 
Jessore.^ "^ '^ 
Dosads were the people of low caste. They found in the districts of 
Bhaugulpore, Patna, Shahabad, Tirhoot, Monghyr. Dosads from 
Bhojepore had committed dacoities in Bhaugulpore.^'*' 
Konerriahs were the regular thieves of Pumeah district. . 
Moosaheers was a thieving caste in Patna and Monghyr.^ "*^  
The Raj wars were a community consisted of about 200 men. They 
were neglected, and degraded thieves, who suffered little from 
malnourishment. They lived with their women and children in the 
caves abounding in the hills about the Newadah sub-district in the district 
of Gya. They were in the habit of descending and committing crimes of 
239. She remained with her life partner till either party desired a change. The male 
Domes could be kept more than one wife. Ibid. 
240. In the villages of Sonuah Tuppeah Douka, and Lonuah Tuppeh two stone 
pillars were situated. These latts were known as Bhumsing's latts by the 
domes. And these latts were the resting place of many of their tribe. Ibid. 
241. Ibid. 
242. Ibid. 
243. Ibid. 
244. Ibid. 
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open violence on the Grand Trunk Road and the surrounding country of 
the Gya and Hazareebaugh districts.^ "^ ^ They were armed with guns, 
swords, and bows and arrows. They had been supported by the zemindars 
during the wor]<;ing season of the year.^ "*^  
Ghasees were the professional thieves of the district of 
747 
Singhbhoom. 
Bamjors were the inhabitants of Western Bengal. They found in the 
district of Dacca. They worked in bamboo. They were thieves and cheats, 
who traveled with their families. 
Booyas were a low caste found in Monghyr. Their chief profession 
1 • • 249 
was thievmg. 
Dharees were the worst thieves of the Moghyr district. 
Lumbadis were the wanderers. They settled down chiefly in the 
Bellary District. They had committed large dacoities in the Bellary, 
Kurnood, and Kistna District. 
The Koravers or Koorchas had a lust for crime. They were dacoits 
and house-breakers. 
245. Ibid. 
246. Ibid, pp. 17-18. 
247. Ibid. 
248. Ibid. 
249. Ibid. 
250. Ibid. 
251. Ibid. 
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The Yerkalas were also dacoits who had settled down in the 
Nellore District.^ ^^ 
The Dasaris and Alagaris were exceedingly troublesome. They had 
been known to commit most daring and well planned dacoities.^ '^* 
The Yanadis were an extraordinary and almost outcast race. From 
Nellore they wandered upwards through the Kistna and Godavery 
Districts; where they kept chiefly to the jungle talooks, and existed 
exclusively by crime. They were expert house-breakers and 
occasionally committed dacoities. They frequently made excursions.^^^ 
These were few hereditary criminal classes. The children of these 
races learnt their family profession of crime from their childhood age.^ '^' 
Except all these criminal races, many more criminal classes were existing 
in India during that period, who gave education of thieving, cattle-
stealing, house-breaking coining, professional-swindling, plundering. 
Thuggee, to their children.^ ^^ 
252. Major C.S. Hearn, Inspector General of Police, Madras, to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Forst Saint George, Ibid, p. 21. 
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254. Ibid. 
255. Ibid. 
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In India, these criminal classes were everywhere protected by those 
land-holders amongst whom they resided, and who shared the plunder.^ ^^  
In 1856 the Judicial Commissioner of the Punjab wrote to all 
Commissioners: 
"It has been determined to adopt coercive measures towards certain 
classes notorious as robbers and plunderers in the Punjab, and I request 
you will see that the measures sanctioned are fully and completely carried 
out."^ °^ 
He also wrote to the Secretary to Chief Commissioner: 
"The Commissioners are unanimous that coercive measures should 
be adopted with regard to them. In these opinions I concur." 
Some restrictive measures had been adopted against the criminal 
classes of Sansees, Harnees and Bowreeahs by the order of the Judicial 
Commissioner of the Punjab. Under these measures, the people of 
these classes could not leave their villages without the permission of the 
police. If they went out of the village without permission, then they had 
been punished. E. Prinsep Esquire, Bengal Civil Service, introduced a 
259. Ibid. 
260. Reformatory measures connected with the treatment of criminals in India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-B, January 1867, No. 41, p. 198, 
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plan in 1858 for the reformation of these criminal classes. According to 
him few members of these criminal races should be placed on good lands. 
Then they should be bound legally or morally to earn their livelihood 
through the occupation of agriculture.^ ^^ Some reformatory measures had 
been adopted in the districts Punjab, when Mr. Macnabb, Deputy 
Commissioner of Sealkote, Captain Urmston, Captain Mercer made 
efforts in the direction of criminal classes' reformation. Some villages, 
which were called "reformatories", had been established and the members 
of the criminal classes were placed in these reformatories.^ '^^  In these 
reformatories, lands had been acquired and gave to the members of the 
criminal classes. Many landholders helped them in this scheme. Grain, 
seed, cattle, implements of agriculture, &c. were provided to them. Wells 
were sunk. And ordered had been given to them to keep their own lands 
and to cultivate it. 
The reformatory and repressive measures in force against these 
criminal classes were as follows: 
a) The criminal classes were collected from districts of Punjab, such 
as Sealkot and Goordaspore districts. They were placed within a 
walled enclosure or village called a 'kot'. Then some land gave 
263. Ibid, pp. 198-199. 
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to them for agriculture, or which was absolutely under 
cultivation.^^^ 
b) Sufficient assistance was intended to be given by the 
Government and by private parties to enable the tribe to exist 
until the fruits of its own labors were adequate for its support.^ ^^ 
c) The members of the 'kot' were not allowed without permission 
to be absent from the 'kot' at night; and any member who 
abscond was liable to punishment. During the day they could go 
anywhere. Forty stripes with a rattan was the usual penalty for 
leaving without orders. ^^  
Although the reformatory measure of 'kot' was imposed on the criminal 
classes of Punjab, but the members of these criminal classes loudly 
protested against this system. They made their efforts to get the 
permission of leave from the 'kot'.^^^ When they got the permission, then 
they lived all over the district. When an European Officer visited the 
'kot', they pretended that they were suffering from malnourishment and 
showed their illness. In day time they wandered for beginning in the 
neighbouring villages or hunting for gave or lizards, or other reptiles to 
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get the luxury of tobacco or any inebriating liquor they would barter away 
to the shrewd "Bunneah" the prospective value of what little crops they 
971 
had raised. When they felt well from illness they managed to live fairly 
enough, nearly as well in fact as they had before, they were put into 
979 
'Kot'. This low fever was appeared in one kot in 1865 and then spread 
in all the others. In these reformatories or 'kots' the accommodation in 
97"? 
the houses was not large enough as per the requirement. The 'kots' 
were over crowded. The members of the Sansees were used to of crowd 
974. 
together. Due to their increasing population, they needed more lands to 
produce more. Because the land allotted to these 'kots' were not 
97^ 
sufficient to support them. 
In some of the 'kots' the lands were subdivided amongst the 
families compromising these 'kots'. Each family had its portion. A 
training of rope and taut making had been given to the members of these 
271. During this time a low kind of fever spread in the reformatories. This low 
fever generally more spread among the low caste members of the community 
than on others. Because these people are generally ate the dead bodies of those 
animals, which died due to some disease. Ibid. 
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274. The Sansees wore dirty worn piece of wovel woven material. They slept in a 
hut in a large numbers in the cold season. Because they never wanted to spend 
money on the purchase of cloths. They were fond of jewelry like all thieves. 
They allowed dust of all kinds to accommodate within the enclosure, up to the 
very doors of the huts. The fever had been occurred due to their own filthy 
habits. Ibid. 
275. An average rate of one seer of atta (wheat) per diem to an adult male or 
female, and 1/2 seer (one pound) for each child was essential. Ibid, p. 195. 
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criminal classes in 'kots'.^''^ But inspite of all these efforts of the 
government of Punjab the scheme was a failure. Because the members of 
criminal classes were facing a lot of problems, such as, great sickness, 
scarcity of food. The land also required hard labor to get a crop from it. 
On the whole to put criminal classes into the profession of agriculture 
instead of criminal pursuits was very difficult. But their character was 
improved. In some 'kots' they started to wear clothes alongwith the cloth 
worn round hips. Two or three head men were found neat and clean. 
Deputy Commissioner stated that crimes had decreased since these 
criminal classes were thus collected in these villages. Schools were 
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running successfully in these reformatories' villages. The children boys 
and girls showed great progress in education. The Pukhewars, who held 
little or no land, were brought into the reformatory. The Pukhewars were 
the most troublesome. They had a stronger disposition to wander. Mr. 
Macnabb, Deputy Commissioner of Sealkote, in his report of 1862, 
observed: "In the reformatories of the Pukhewars are the more 
troublesome of the two; they have a stronger disposition to wander, but 
both they and the Sansees have shown such an evident disposition to take 
advantage of the opportunities afforded them by the reformatories that I 
have no doubt of their soon taking to settled ways of life. The whole of 
276. Ibid. 
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the Pukhewars have not yet been brought into the reformatory, but only 
those who held little or no land. The agricultural portion of the Sansees 
have only been brought in within the last two months (August 1862); but 
notwithstanding this the police returns for April, May and June show that 
crimes have decreased to 173 in thefts and burglaries, as compared with 
307 in the same quarter last year. The country people are delighted with 
the new arrangement. The Commissioner was told when lately in the 
district that, 'now professional thieving was being put a stop to.' If there 
were any waste land in the district, I would most earnestly urge that 
arrangements might be made for the remaining Pukhewars, also for all 
'chooras' of doubtftil character. "When in charge of the Jhelum district in 
185(S I was most anxious to have a reformatory for the Chooras of Kala. I 
hear that the kala thieves are still in correspondence with the budmashes 
(bad characters) of Zufferwal." 
Till the year of 1870, the members of the Sansees and the 
Pakliewars were confined in the enclosed compounds of eight kots. 796 
children and 1,420 adults lived in these kots. Each family cultivated the 
land. 296 children were under inistruction. The Palchewars cultivated 117 
acres of land, which had been taken on lease by them from adjoining 
279. Ibid. 
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zemindars. 60 acres of land cultivated by the Sansees. 5,134 acres of land 
had been covered by these kots. 1,899 acres of land out of 5,134 acres of 
land was under cultivation. 47 wells had been sunk. One old well had 
been repaired by the authority. In 1865 a severe epidemic was occurred 
in kots, due to the filthy habits of the inmates. So that on 10* July 1865, 4 
Jemadars at Rs. 10 each or at Rupees 40 per mensem, 1 Native Doctor at 
Rupees 25 per mensem. Horse allowance at Rupees 10 per mensem, 2 
compounders at Rupees 7 each or at Rupees 14 per mensem, were 
appointed.^ ^^ On 31" May 1869, 4 Jemadars at Rs. 10 each, or at Rupees 
40 per mensem, 1 Native Doctor at Rupees 25 per mensem, Horse 
allowance at Rupees 5 per mensem, 4 compounders at Rs. 7 each or at 
Rupees 28 per mensem had been appointed. 
718 juveniles were convicted in 1864 for the offence of theft. Out 
of 78 juveniles, 279 whipped, 379 whipped and imprisoned and 122 
imprisoned. Major G. Huthinson, Inspector General of Police, Punjab, 
recommended the establishment of Juvenile Reformatories for juvenile 
convicts especially belonged to the criminal classes. He was having an 
opinion that it was necessary, until all habitual criminals were subjected 
281. T.H. Thornton, D.C.L., Secretary to the Government of the Punjab to E.G. 
Boyley, Secretary to the Government of India, Ibid. 
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Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-B, January 1867, No. 41, p. 201, 
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to restrictive measures of an effective kind to exercise a surveillance over, 
and to keep under certain restraints, those classes which were from 
generation to generation addicted to criminal pursuits for their 
livelihood. He also suggested some legislative measures in 1867 for the 
reformation of juvenile convicts and adult criminals mainly belonged to 
Oft A 
criminal classes. Some suggested measures were as follows. The 
establishment of agricultural colonies and reformatory establishment for 
juveniles, the separation of habituals from casuals; not in the treatment 
they received by law, but in jail arrangements. Separate sleeping cells 
for each prisoner habitual or casual; because present system of prisoners 
of sleeping together in one long ward produced all kinds of immorality, 
and destroyed good effect in jail discipline. The introduction of the 
system of the intermediate stage and the ticket of leave. The 
employment of adults of the laboring classes, who reached the 
intermediate stage, on public works.^ *^^  The establishment of industrial 
buildings for manufacturing classes who reached the intermediate 
9QI 
stage. The proper supervision of all released prisoners through an 
efficient system of registry; so that the previous career of a prisoner might 
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have been known when brought to trial. The establishment of an 
industrial house for the benefit of discharged prisoners who tried to 
obtain work but could not find employment, to provide educational grant 
to the establishment of schools for juvenile convicts; especially belonged 
to the criminal classes. The establishment of industrial feeding schools 
to rescue juveniles who had not guilty of offences, on the principles 
proved to succeed in the United Kingdom. The extension of 
reformatory measures to criminal classes which could be collected, 
located together, and obliged to earn by agriculture; but such measures 
should be supervised by efficient officers. Hard labor to form a part of 
all sentences. A proper system of aid to discharged prisoners, proper 
provision by low for all beggars, vagrants, and for the poor, in every large 
city." Statistical returns of crimes for all India to know the practical 
working of laws and preventive measures etc. 
Apart from the numerous criminal classes, as before mentioned, 
where crime was hereditary and in which their own children or kidnapped 
children employed in the thieving profession, there was wide existence of 
another class of eunuchs, who notoriously lived by prostitution, but of the 
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maintenance of a regular professional connection among them, whereby 
they supplied themselves with boys - brought or stolen and castrated - at 
a distance from the places where they were to be employed.^^^ The crime 
of castration or the depriving of the male from his masculine strength 
with or without the sufferer's consent, was prevalent among the class of 
eunuchs? Khaja Sarai, Hizrahs, Zenanans were three types of 
emasculated persons in India commonly called eunuchs. The Khajai Sarai 
eunuchs usually employed in the servies of Indian Princes and 
nobleman.^°' As such unfortunate As such unfortunate venters were 
purchased as slaves, an additional crime thus supervenes. The Khaja Sarai 
eunuchs, for the most part, kidnapped or enticed away in their childhood 
age from their parents and then castrated. Sometimes they were 
purchased as slaves. The Hijrahs worked freely. They earned their 
livelihood by dancing and singing in the public streets. The zenanas 
were those eunuchs, whose impotence was not due to the castration, but 
was caused by some defect of birth, by accident, or other natural 
299. Criminal Tribes necessity of legislation to prevent emasculation, Home 
Department Proceedings, Judicial, July 30, 1870, No. 55-59, p. 3, NAI. 
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causes.^ "^^  The zenana eunuchs mixed and associated with Hizra eunuchs. 
They imitated the Hizrahs in their obscence and disguisting depravity.^°^ 
Mr. Court, the Inspector General of Police, North-Westem 
Provinces, expressed his view on this class of eunuchs."'''^  He also 
recommended the enforcement of some legal measures for the care and 
protection of those children who belonged to this class: 
"Within our territories the law. Act XLV of 1860, contains penal 
provisions against emasculation, kidnapping of children, sale of minors, 
or the keeping such for any immoral purposes. 
"Mr. Court considers that the law is sufficient for the criminal acts 
committed by the community, but thinks legislation is necessary against 
the entire body. 
"The Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor, in circular to 
commissioners. No. 32A, dated 9* June 1865, has recorded his opinion 
that one of the first and most essential measures is the limited, and thus 
finally extinguishing, the number of eunuchs, and for this purpose, to 
have a carefully prepared register for each district of all eunuchs who live 
in it. Mr. Court thinks, to be effectual, this register should be enforced by 
304. Ibid. 
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a law, with heavy penalties for evasion; such penalties being against the 
head of the house in which the eunuch may be living, and against the 
eunuch, If of or above the age of 14 years; and that the mere act of 
entertaining, keeping or maintaining eunuchs without registry, should be 
declared an offence, subjecting the offender to have penalties, whatever 
the purpose may be; and the law should, secondly, prohibit eunuchs from 
having the care or possession of any child under the age of 14 years; and 
thirdly, prohibiting eunuchs from leaving their registered place of 
residence, unless on license or passport signed by a Magistrate. 
"Mr. Court thinks such law is necessary for the objects recorded by 
His Honor. In one or two cases male children of very tender years have 
been found with eunuchs, who were most certainly intended for 
emasculation, and of whose birth or origin information could not be 
obtained, the eunuchs declaring the children had been received from 
deceased eunuchs. 
"The third object is to stop a system of circuit periodically made by 
the king, Naibs, and Gooroos, for exacting of money from the eunuchs, 
and by the eunuchs to houses where marriages are being made, for the 
exaction of money. 
"Mr. Court thinks, evasion of registry being made penal, a great 
check will be put upon the horrible uses to which the eunuchs of minor 
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years are devoted. Guardians of harems or zenanihs are invariably tliose 
of mature age; and there is every reason to fear; there are many eunuch 
boys from between the age of 10 and 20 years who are kept for the vilest 
purpose. If the registry of these can be enforced, the keepers will turn 
such adrift, rather than proclaim their infancy; and to obtain this, heavy 
penalties will be necessary."" 
R. Drummond, Commissioner of Agra, wrote: 
"The habits of eunuchs lead them to travel about throughout the 
country, and Mr. Drummond has even met them amongst the Tharoo 
population in the Oudh (now Nepaul) Turrai, and he found they were in 
the habit of paying periodical visits to this simple and unsophisticated 
race. The right of conducting their own unnatural practices is, as before 
mentioned, considered as property, and one of the first measures perhaps 
which should be taken, should be to check their migratory habits, and 
thus prevent them from roaming about, spreading the poison of vice 
throughout the country."'^ ^^ Mr. R. Drummond, when he had posted as 
judge in the District of Shahjehanpore, had committed for trial not less 
307. Ibid, pp. 12-13. 
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than nine cases about the theft of boys for the purpose of making them 
eunuchs in a very short period. 
R. Simson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Westem 
Provinces, on 3 July 1866 had given an instruction to P.O. Mayne, 
Esquire Inspector General of Police, North-Westem Provinces for the 
submission of a Draft Act regarding the control and surveillance of 
T t A 
predatory classes of the community, such as Sanseeahs, Nuths, &c. 
Then F.O. Mayne, on 28* May 1867 had submitted a Draft Act for the 
control of these criminal classes. He had enlisted 29 races, which should 
be considered as criminal classes and measures should be adopted for the 
control of these crimmal classes. 
The 29 criminal classes were, Ahariahs, Bahaliahs, Ghosees 
(Hindoos), Menas, Dhunsaree (Jogees), Bunjarahs (Hindoos), Bunjarahs 
(Baoparees), Mohammedans, Bhuttees, Habooriahs, Sanseeahs, 
Rudooahs, Kunjurs, Kunphuttah, Jogeeahs, Sipharahs, Gundeelah, 
Bareeahs, Nuths, Bowreeahs, Sonoriahs, Barwars, Bubburreeahs, 
Thorees, Bhatees, Bind, or Baloch, Madareeah, Kulundur (Buchuk), Sir 
Khoolahs, Kuchmarahs. 
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He presented a draft Act for the registration and surveillance of the 
wandering and predatory tribes of India, and other professional criminals, 
T I T 
and of certain classes of eunuchs. The draft Act presented by F.O. 
Mayne was as fololows: 
1. On the passing of this Act, a register shall be opened by the District 
Superintendent of Police, under control of the Magistrate, in every district 
of the Noth-Western Provinces, of all persons found to belong to any of 
the tribes enumerated in Schedule A. of this Act; and it shall be lawful for 
the Local Government at any time hereafter to add to the list of tribes 
therein mentioned by Notification in the Government Gazette. 
2. Wherever such register is opened, all mebers of the said tribes shall 
be compelled to register the name of themselves and families, their 
occupation hereinafter provided, for any period not exceeding one year, 
or to a penalty of rigorous imprisonment for any period not exceeding six 
months. They shall also be compelled to register all births and deaths, 
under penalty of suspension of license for a period not exceeding six 
months. 
3. No person so registered shall be allowed to leave his village 
without obtaining license, as hereinafter described; provided, however, 
313. Ibid, p. 7. 
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that full liberty be given to all persons under license to leave their village 
in pursuit of honest livelihood, or for other honest and lawful purpose. 
4. License may be granted by officers in charge of Police stations to 
any member of the said tribes to leave his village for a period not 
exceeding seven days, and to proceed anywhere within the limits of the 
district in which the station is situated; or if a border station, to any 
distance not exceeding ten miles out of the district. Intimation of all such 
licences granted shall however be given to the District Superintendent of 
Police within twenty-four hours, and a register of all licenses so granted 
shall be kept at the Police station. 
5. Licenses to leave the district or for absence in the district for 
periods exceeding seven days, will be granted by the District 
Superintendent of Police only, and a register of all such licenses granted 
will be kept by that officer. 
6. On a member of any of the said tribes wishing to change his place 
of residence, he will apply to the District Superintendent of Police, and 
obtain from him a license, stating the selected place of residence; and on 
arrival, the applicant will deliver up the license to the District 
Superintendent of Police of the district in which residence is chosen, and 
the names of himself and family will be entered in the register provided 
by Section 2 of this Act. 
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7. All licenses so granted must be shown by this person to whom they 
are granted at all Police station on the road, and the officer in charge of 
the station will note on the back thereof the hour and date of appearance. 
Any person obtaining such license will be bound to deliver up the said 
license at the nearest Police station, at the expiration of the period for 
which granted, under penalty of suspension of license for any period not 
exceeding one year. 
8. The Local Government will prescribe the foim of register and the 
form of license abovementioned, and the rules under which such license 
may be granted other than provided by this Act. 
9. Any member of the said tribes found absent from his village 
without a license, or found wandering in other places than those indicated 
in the license, shall be prosecuted under the provision of Chapter XIX of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, or Section 401, Penal Code, and on a 
second, or any subsequent conviction of the same offence, shall be 
punished with rigoroius imprisonment, which may extend to three years. 
10. The zemindars of any village in which any members of the said 
tribe are residing shall sign the Register formed under Section 2 of this 
Act, in attestation of its correctness, and shall be jointly responsible with 
the member, of the tribe for the correctness of the register; and that due 
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notice be given of births, deaths, new arrivals and departures, of any 
members of the said tibes. 
11. The zemindars and chowkeedars of the village in which any 
member of the said tribes is a resident shall also be bound to furnish 
immediates information to the nearest Police station of the absence of any 
member of the said tribes from the village without a license. 
12. AH zemindars and chowkeedars are also bound to give immediate 
information to the nearest Police station of the advent, to their village of 
any member of the said tribes who has not been registered, or who has 
not been provided with a license, as directed in Section 4, 5 and 6 of this 
Act. 
13. Zemindars and chowkeedars shall also be bound to keep 
themselves informed of the movements and means of livelihood of all 
members of the said tribes residing in, or taking shelter in their village, 
and to give immediate notice to the nearest Police station of any such 
member of the said tribes who may have taken to illegal and dishonest 
means of livelihood. 
14. All shopkeepers and money-lenders found conniving at the illegal 
or dishonest, means of livelihood practiced by members of any of the said 
tribes, or conniving at their absence from their village without a license. 
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or advancing money for the support of the families of the said persons 
absent without license, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment not 
exceeding six months, or with fine, which may extend to two hundred 
rupees, or with both; and on second conviction of the same offence, with 
rigorous imprisonment not exceeding one year, or with fine extending to 
five hundred rupees, or with both. 
15. The mere fact of a person being absent from his village without 
license, or of a person without a license remaining for twenty-four hours 
in a village other than that in which he is registered, shall be print facie of 
guilty knowledge by a zemindar or chowkeedar, such as is made penal 
under this Act. 
16. Zemindars and chowkeedars, and others, omitting to give notice or 
information which they are bound to give under this Act, shall be 
prosecuted under Section 176 of the Penal Code; and on a second, or 
subsequent conviction of the same offence, shall be finished with simple 
imprisonment for a time which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 
17. It shall be lawful for the Local Government, by notification in the 
Government Gazette, to bring any member of an organized bandof 
professional criminals under the provisions of this Act, and in such case 
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every such member, and all zemindars and chowkeedars of villages in 
which he resides, shall be bound by the provisions of this Act. 
18. All the provisions of this Act are also hereby made applicable to all 
eunuchs combinding for, or emerged in, immoral or illegal practices; and 
all zemindars and chowkeedars of villages are hereby made subject to the 
provisions of Sections 11, 12, 13 and 14 of this Act with respect to such 
eunuchs; and all heads of houses in which such eunuchs reside are hereby 
made subject to this provisions of Sections 11 and 12 of this Act. 
19. It is also hereby enacted that no eunuch shall retain guardianship or 
possession of any child under the age of 14 years, of whose parent or 
natural guardians no information can be obtained. 
20. Unless the contrary appears from the context, words importing the 
singular number include the plural number, and words importing the 
plural number includes the singular number. 
21. No offences under this Act shall be cognizable by any officer other 
than the Magistrate of the district, unless they are referred by his orders 
for trial and decision to a Magistrate subordinate to himself. 
He had an opinion that the special legislation should be adopted for 
the suppression of the numerous organizations of the criminal classes and 
314,, Pp. 7-9. 
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for their extensive depredations. The crimes of thuggee, dacoity, 
thieving, which were prevalent among the criminal classes, where the 
crime was hereditary, should be dealt evectually by the local authorities. 
The object of the draft Act was to encourage these criminal classes to 
adopt settle life by honest means of livelihood through the adoption of 
penal measures. The proper measures should be adopted for the 
education and training of the rising generation. In 1838 Captain Charles 
Brown had established thug approvers and dacoits at Jubbulpore. The 
thugs had been finally acquiesced, and by degrees consented, to labor 
themselves, in order to encourage their sons to do the same. Money was 
advanced by Government, which was repaid from the profits of the 
-1 1 O 
manufactory. Schools were established for their children. The factory 
succeeded beyond the most sanguine expectation. Major General Sir 
William Sleeman, Celebrated Chief of the Thuggee Department, had 
visited the factory in 1843-44 and 1848, established at Jubbulpore. The 
success of the settlement explained by him was like this. 
"In visited it in the beginning of 1843, in the end of 1844, and for 
the last time in January 1848. At first I found the Thugs anxious to gratify 
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the curiosity of the young officers. Who accompanied me in talking of 
their old trade, and its scenes and excitements, and in showing them how 
they had performed its various operations. At the second visit, I found 
that they were not anxious to do all this, though willing, when 
encouraged; but at the last visit, I found that they were averse to answer 
any questions on the subject, and quite ashamed to look back upon the 
events and incidents of their past lives. They no longer talked among 
themselves of the scenes of early days. Their sons, who had never seen 
any of these scenes and incidents, were now become able, industrious, 
well-behaved and well dressed young men, who felt no interest in what 
their fathers could tell them of a trade so abhorrent to the rest of mankind, 
and were evidently ashamed to see their fathers asked any questions 
about it by the European visitors. All had learnt to read and write, as well 
as to work honestly for their bread at respectable trades; and were proud 
at the thought of their independent condition. Mr. Williams to amuse 
them in their leisure hours, had fitted up a little theatre, and got some 
English after-pieces translated into the Native language. The elder sons of 
the Thugs were taught parts in these afterpieces, and performed them 
exceedingly well. The '40 thieves' was performed for the amusement of 
the gentlemen and ladies at the station during my last visit." 
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"Some of the most expert and industrious young men, who have 
been in the factory from boyhood, and were never engaged in Thuggee, 
have now permission to set up independent establishments for themselves 
in the town of Jubbulpore, with the privilege of selling the produce of 
their labor to whom they please; and as land produce, and all the 
materials they require, are at all times cheap in the valley of the 
Nerbudda, the articles they turn out are likely to find a ready sole, in spite 
of the disadvantage of being so removed from any navigable river. If the 
plan succeeds, as I hope it will, they will add much to the industry and 
population of the town, while they will form the foundation of a large 
manufacturing community out of people who must, but for the energetic 
measures adopted by a benevolent Government for the suppression of this 
terrible evil, have been muredered by hereditary profession, under the 
horrible delusion that the Deity sanctioned and predestined their trade. I 
will here give a copy of my last report to Government on the result of this 
experiment, dated the 3'^ '' February 1848, with a table of the persons then 
employed at the factory drawn up for me during my stay at Jubbulpore by 
Mr. Williams. The conditionally pardoned offenders of the different 
classes of dacoits by hereditary profession, for whom no suitable 
employment can be found in any of our police or other public 
establishment, will, as their services can be dispensed with by the officers 
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under whom they are now employed, be concentrated in the same manner 
at the Jubbulpore factory. Many of them are too old and inform for active 
service in police or other establishments, and many from therir conduct 
and habits, underserving for it." 
F.O. Mayne, Inspector General of Police, NWP, was also sured 
about the success of the settlement of these criminal classes under the Act 
as that of the thugs establishment at Jubbulpore. However, the High Court 
had disapproved on IT^ July 1867,^ '^ the Draft Act of F.O. Mayne 
provided for the registration and surveillance of wandering and predatory 
tribes, and other professional criminals. Because it was admitted that the 
Penal code had sufficiently provided for offences actually committed by 
persons of the classes referred to in the Draft Act, including attempts and 
abetments; and the fact of belonging to any wandering, or other gang of 
persons associated for the purpose of habitually commiting theft or 
robbery, is also made a punishable offence. 
The proposed registration and surveillance by the Police of 
members of these classes, the court observed, conferred on the police 
large powers, with which they were unfit to be entrusted. The evils to be 
320. Ibid, pp. 11-12. 
321. .I.F. Sandford, Registrar, High Court of Judicature, to R. Simson, Secretary to 
the Government, North-Western Provinces, Ibid, p. 13. 
322. Ibid. 
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apprehended from this source in the opinion of the court, for outweigh 
any benefits to be expected from the proposed law.^ "^ ^ 
But after three years the matter of the proposed Bill for the control 
and surveillance of dangerous classes in the North-Western Provinces had 
again been discussed by the Central Government. Then, on 5^*^  April 
1870, the Governor General in Council had asked the opinion of the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, Punjab, Oudh, Central 
Provinces, Coorg, Hyderabad to determine whether a special legislative 
enactment to control the criminal races of society was necessary.^ "^* Till 
the 29*'' June 1870, the Government of Oudh and the Government of 
Central Provinces had replied on this matter. The Government of Oudh 
was in favour of the law. But the Government of Central Provinces was 
not in favour of the introduction of the Act for the control and 
surveillance of predatory tribes. The Chief Commissioner of Oudh had 
showed his positive attitude towards the Draft Act, proposed by the 
Inspector General of Police, North Western Provinces. The Criminal class 
323. Ibid. 
324. Criminal Tribes necessity of legislation to prevent emasculation, Home 
Department Proceedings, Judicial-A, 30 July 1870, Nos. 55-59, p. 19, NAI. 
325. Lieutenant-Colonel R.H.M. Aitken, V.C, Deputy Secretary to Chief 
Commissioner of Oudh to E.G. Bayley, Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ibid. p.20. 
326. The Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces to E.G. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India, Ibid, p. 19. 
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of Burwars lived mainly in the Gondah district.^ '^' A step for the control 
and surveillance of the Burwars had been taken earlier in 1867 by the 
Chief Commissioner of Oudh. The police circular had some provisions 
similar to the draft Act of Mr. Mayne. The number of Burwars had been 
caught up, under the circular, on the charge of having a bad conduct.^ ^^ 
But the judicial courts had declared those Burwars not guilty of any 
offence. Later the police circular had also been cancelled. After that the 
process of the control and surveillance of the Burwars had come to an end 
gradually. The Burwars of Gondah district wandered all over Northern 
and Central India. The Chief Commissioner of Oudh was an opinion that 
the more powers should be given in the hands of police through a 
legislative enactment such as that proposed by the Inspector General of 
Police, North-Western Provinces, to suppress the crime.^ *^^  
According to the Chief Commissioner of Oudh it should have been 
essential to give them training of agriculture or some other profession in 
327. Lieutenant-Colonel R.H.M. Aitken, V.C, Deputy Secretary to Chief 
Commissioner of Oudh to B.C. Bayley, Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ibid, p. 20. 
328. Ibid. 
329. Ibid. 
330. According to him it was easy to enforce those criminal classes, who were 
inhabitants of particular one place and left their homes on periodical 
plundering excursions. He admitted that kunjurs and Nuths committed many 
crimes against property, and wondered all over the country. Therefore, it 
would be difficult to bring these wandering criminal races under such an Act. 
Ibid. 
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T T 1 
order to earn an honest livelihood. According to the Chief 
Commissioner of Central Provinces the proposed Act might regarded asn 
objectionable expedient for supplementing police deficiencies by 
legislative rigour. Many innocent persons could be suffered under this 
Act. This Act would be put under a ban men, who had turned to honest 
occupations. He had an opinion that the existing law had already some 
provisions, which were sufficient for the control of the class 
contemplated by the Act. So that the legislation would be unnecessary 
and objectionable in principle.^ '^ '^  On 14* April 1870 a letter had been sent 
by Syed Ahmed Khan from London to the Indian Government regarding 
the crime of castration or the depriving the male of his virility. ^ He gave 
his views that the heinous crime of castration should have been entirely 
put to an end under the British rule. This crime should have been wholly 
ceased in India. The IChaza Sarai, the Hijrahs, the zenanas were three 
kinds of eunuchs in India. And the Khaja Sarai eunuchs kidnapped away 
T T C 
children from their parents and then castrated. 
Although this crime was declared by the Indian Penal Code to be 
severely punishable. But the culprits should have been punished by the 
331. Ibid. 
332. The Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces to E.C. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India, Ibid, p. 19. 
333. Ibid. 
334. 21, Mecklenburgh Square, W.C; London, the 14* April 1870, Ibid, p. 16. 
335. Ibid. 
300 
stringent legislation. He also suggested some provisions of law, which 
might be effected in this matter.^ ^^ The proposed six provisions of law 
were as follows: 
(I) That a correct register should be kept, wherein must be entered 
the name, age, place of abode, &c., of all the eunuchs included 
in the above- named three classes, public proclamation being 
made that every eunuch must appear in person before the 
Registrar in order to be registered on pain of severe penalties. 
(II) That certain regulations should be made and enforced as to the 
treatment by their masters, of eunuchs of the first class: should 
any of the nobleman, subsequent to the passing of the proposed 
law, employ other eunuchs in their service, they are to be held 
responsible to the Government as in the cases of slavery and 
suttee. 
(III) That in the case of eunuchs of the second class, certain localities 
should be assigned them, within which they must reside during 
the remainder of their natural lives, not going beyond the limits 
thereof, except under certain restrictions and upon certain 
conditions; while, by way of compensation for being compelled 
336. Ibid. 
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to abandon their vagabond and objectionable mode of gaining a 
livelihood, a certain allowance be made them by the authorities. 
(IV) That if any person be discovered whose castration is suspected 
to have taken place subsequently to the date of the passing of 
the above enactment, such person shall be required to state all 
the circumstances relative to his being subjected to such 
process, and, in case of refusal, shall be imprisoned until he 
comply with the said requisitions. 
(V) That eunuchs belonging to the third class may not be subject to 
provision IV, but remain free, provided they give security for 
their discontinuing their former callings; but should they fail to 
give such security, or, after having given it, still continue to 
offend in the manner before stated, they shall then be liable to 
the same treatment as those of the second class. 
(VI) That a register should also be kept for registering the deaths of 
such individuals. 
On the demand of the Hyderabad Government the Commissioners 
of East Berar and West Berar had expressed their \iews on the subject of 
draft Act. The Commissioner of East Berar was an opinion that the 
337. Legislation for the control or surveillance of the Criminal Tribes of India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-A, 10 September 1870, No. 9-20, p. 
LNAl. 
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proposed enactment was a very important step in the right direction. 
But according to him the suggested measures in the Act were almost too 
practical and sound, for the Bill to became law without formidable 
oppositions from the school which believed that India and England, 
should governed on precisely the same principles." The Commissioner 
of West Berar was not in favour of the draft Act proposed by the 
Inspector General of Police, North Western Provinces. According to him 
the Act was not required in West Berar, because crime was not spread so 
much and the professional criminals were not so uncontrollable by 
ordinary police methods. The Banjarees had already been watched by 
the Police by special methods already in force. He also observed that the 
draft Act was very strict and should be applied in those provinces which 
required severe treatment. But he also admitted that a strict registration of 
eunuchs might be at once be introduced and sharply enforced. ^'^^ 
338. Ibid. 
339. C.W. Stracey, Head Clerk for Commissioner of West Berer to the 1^ ' Assistant 
Resident, Hyderabad, Ibid, p. 1. 
340. The Chief Commissioner of West Berar admitted that it would be difficult to 
discover the members of the Criminal Classes and to bring them under the 
law. Because all these professional thieves disguised themselves during the 
time of plundering excursions. He had also told one incident, which occurred 
some years ago, to prove his point. In the Nagpore Province, the Police (with 
good reason) instituted a crusade against the Kaiekarees. After this all the 
Kaiekarees had changed their names. Ibid, p. 3. 
341. Ibid. 
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The officiating Inspector General of Police, Hyderabad assigned 
districts was in favour of the enforcement of the draft Act. According 
to him the proposed Act would be beneficial. It would be a great 
advantage to the peaceably - disposed portion of the community. 
According to him the criminal classes should be kept under recognized 
surveillance. However some measures had been taken some District 
Officers to keep a surveillance over the criminal classes of their districts, 
and a constable invariably accompanied ever/ encampment of a 
suspected class when it moved.^ "^ ^ He had also suggested that the power 
should be given to Magistrates of districts to deport the members of the 
criminal classes to their homes, who might be found in their districts 
without a license. 
When the Government of Hyderabad received the views of the 
commissioners of East Berar and West Berar, and the officiating 
Inspector General of Police, then it replied to the Government of India on 
2"'^  August 1870.^ "*^  This Government was inclined to believe that there 
was fairly cause and room in this country at the present time for the 
adoption, under the requisite legislative sanction, of organized measures 
342. Lieutenant C.T. Lane, Officiating Inspector General of Police, Hyderabad, 
Assigned Districts to the T' Assistant Resident, Hyderabad, Ibid, p. 3. 
343. Ibid. 
344. Ibid. 
345. Ibid. 
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for the restraint and gradual obliteration of those numerous classes. 
Whose bom avocation it was to prey upon the property of others.'^ '*^ 
According to this government it was possible to retard the advent of the 
era of perfect civilization which our own country had reached, to apply to 
the former such measures as the one under consideration.• '^^ ^ This 
government had hardly thought it essential to refer to the fact that 
legislation of this, special kind would be required to be very judiciously 
and tentatively meted out; so as to restrict it, as far as possible, to its 
legitimate scope, and to prevent the chance of even the confessedly 
criminal classes being harassed by Police action in an undue or 
unnecessary degree. On the question of special legislation for the 
control and surveillance of the wandering and criminal classes of the 
population of India, with reference to the draft of a law submitted by the 
Inspector - General of Police, North-Western Provinces, the Government 
of Bengal had replied to the Government of India on 9* August 1870.^ "^ ^ 
He was of opinion that no such enactment was required in Bengal, and 
that the probable practical result of such a law would be perpetuated the 
vagabond life which the few classes of professional thieves of the 
346. Ibid, p. 4. 
347. Ibid. 
348. Ibid. 
349. Lieutenant - Colonel A.H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Judicial 
Department (No. 2649, dated Fort William, the 20"^  May 1870), Ibid, p. 15. 
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provinces of Bengal lead, and would be made it more difficult for them 
ever to become honest members of society. The Government of Bengal 
had observed that the criminal races found only in Patna division and in 
some parts of the Presidency and Orissa divisions. According to the 
Government of Bengal and the Commissioner of Patna, after the 
enactment of the Act in the North-Western Provinces the Criminal classes 
T C I 
would be forced to move down into the Patna division. In that case the 
Bengal government thought that power should be reserved to the 
Governor - General or to the local Government to extend the Act to any 
district or division of a district of Bengal. 
Ultimately on the basis of the replies of the local governments on 
the subject, the Bill was applied selectively to three provinces. And thus 
the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII of 1871 was instituted by the government 
of India, and came into force in the North-Western Provinces, the Punjab 
and Oudh.^ ^^ Under the provisions of this Act if the local government had 
any reason to believes that any tribe, gang, or class of person was 
addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable offences, it might 
be reported the case to the Governor General in Council, and might be 
350. Ibid. 
351. Ibid. 
352. Ibid. 
353. Government of India, Legislative Department, The Unrepealed General Acts 
of the Governor General in Council, From 1868 to 1878, both inclusive, Vol. 
II, Calcutta, Superintendent Government Printing India, 1909. 
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requested his permission to declare such tribe, gang or class to be a 
criminal tribe.^ "^^  The report was to state the reason why such tribe, gang 
or class was considered to be addicted to the systematic commission of 
non-bailable offence, and as far as possible, the nature and the 
circumstances of the offence in which the member of the tribe were 
proposed to have been concerned; and was to describe the manner in 
which it had been proposed that such tribe, gang or class was to earn its 
living when the provision hereinafter contained had been applied to it. 
If such tribe, gang or class had no fixed place of residence, the report was 
to state whether such tribe, gang, or class followed any lawful occupation, 
and Government, the real occupation of such tribe, gang, or class, or a 
pretence for the purpose of facilitating the commission of the crimes, and 
was to set forth the ground on which such opinion was based; and the 
report was to specify the place of residence in which such wandering 
tribe, gang, or class were proposed to be made for enabling it to learn its 
living therein.^ ^^ If upon the consideration of such report, the Governor -
General in Council was satisfied that the tribe, gang, or class to which it 
related should be declared criminal, and that the means by which it 
proposed that such the tribe, gang, or class was to earn its living were 
adequate, he might be authorized the local government to publish in the 
354. Section lA, Ibid. 
355. Ibid. 
356. Ibid. 
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local Gazette a notification declaring that such the tribe, gang, or class 
was a criminal tribe, and thereupon the provision of this act was to 
become applicable to such the tribe, gang, or class. No court of justice 
was to question the validity of any such notification on the ground that 
the provision therein before contained, or any of them, had not been 
compiled with, or entertain in any form whatever the question whether 
they had been complied with. But every such notification was to be 
conclusive proof that the provision of this act were applicable to the tribe, 
gang, or class specified therein. The register, when made was to be 
kept by the district superintendent of police, who was, from time to time, 
report to the said magistrate any alterations which should be made 
therein, either by way of addition or erasure. Any tribes, gang or class, 
which had been declared to be criminal, and which had no fixed place of 
residence, might be settled in a place of residence prescribed by the local 
government. Any tribes, gang or class, which had been declared to be 
criminal, or any part thereof, might, by order of the local government, be 
removed to any other place of residence. No tribes, gang or class, was to 
be settled or removed under this act until such arrangements as the local 
government was, with the concurrence of the Governor General in 
357. Section 13, Ibid. 
358. Ibid. 
359. Section 6, Ibid. 
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Council, to be considered suitable, had been made for enabling such 
tribes, gang or class, or such part thereof, as it was to be so settled or 
removed, to earn a living in the place in or which it was to be settled or 
removed.'^^^ When the removal of persons had been ordered under the 
Act, the register of such persons' names was to be transferred to the 
district superintendent of police of the district to which such persons were 
removed, and the commissioner of the division in which it was 
situated.^*'' The Local Government might be, with the sanction of 
Governor General in council, placed any tribe, gang or class, which had 
been declared to be criminal, or any part thereof, in a reformatory 
settlement.^^^ 
Section 17 of the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII of 1871 was related 
to the children of criminal races. This section declared that the local 
government might be established and maintained settlement for children 
and might be separated and removed them from their parents and placed 
in such a reformatory settlement the children of the registered members 
of any tribe, gang or class, which had been declared to be criminal. For 
every reformatory settlement for children established under sub-section 
360. Section 11, Ibid. 
361. Ibid. 
362. Section 19, Ibid. 
363,, Section 17A(I), Ibid. 
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(1) a superintendent was to be appointed by the local government.''^ '* The 
superintendent of a reformatory settlement for children was to be deemed 
to be the guardian, within the meaning of Act No. XIX of 1850 
(concerning the binding of apprentices), of every child detained in such 
settlement; and such superintendent, might if he was to think fit, and 
subject to any ruler which the local government might be made in this 
behalf, apprentice such child under the provisison of the aforesaid act. 
In this section the term children included all persons under the age of 18 
and above the age of four years.^ ^*' 
The local government might, with the previous consent of the 
Governor General in Council, be made rules to prescribe -
The form in which the register was to be made by the said 
Magistrate. The mode in which the said Magistrate was to publish the 
notice and means by which persons whom it concerned, and the headmen, 
village watchmen, and land owners or the occupiers of the village, in 
which such persons resided, or the agents of such land owners or 
occupiers, was to be informed of its publication. 
364. Section 17A(2), Ibid. 
365. Section 17A(3), Ibid. 
366. Ibid. 
367. Sectiion 4, Ibid. 
368. Section 20, Ibid. 
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Any such person being a member of a proclaimed tribe violating a 
rule was to be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which 
might be extended to six months, or with fine, or with whipping or with 
all or any two or those punishments; and on any subsequent conviction 
for a breach of any such rule, with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which might be extended to one year, or with fine, or with whipping, or 
with all or any two of these punishments.^^^ 
It was to be duty of every village headman and village watchman in 
a village in which any persons belonged to a tribe, gang or class which 
had been declared criminal reside, and of every owner or occupies of land 
on which any such person resided, gave the earliest information in his 
power at the nearest police station. 
This Act also empowered the Police Department to maintain the 
registers (A) and (B). In register A, the names and residence of all 
eunuchs, who were suspected of kidnapping or castrating children were to 
-3-71 
be mentioned. In obtaining the information required to complete the 
said registers, the services of Police Officers not below the rank of 
Deputy Inspector could be employed. It was to be decided by the Deputy 
Inspector that whether a registered eunuch was, or was not to be required 
369. Section 18, Ibid. 
370. Section 22, Ibid. 
371. Section 24, Ibid. 
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to furnish information as to his property. Then the names of those 
eunuchs, which the Deputy Inspector ordered, was to be mentioned in 
register. The Act XXVII of 1871 gave the police considerable power over 
a large number of people. This Act also declared some communities of 
British India as Criminal Tribes, which were as follows: 
List of Criminal Tribe Communities 
Adi Dravidas 
Aheria or Behelia or Aheris 
Ambalgars (Moottakampatti Ambalgars and Ambalgars of Suriyamur) 
Badaks and Badhiks 
Behelias 
Bairagis 
Banjaras 
Banchhadas 
Barrars 
Bar wars 
Bauriahs or Baories, Baurias, Bawaryas, Bawari, Marwaris, Baurios, 
Moghia 
Bedyas 
Bengalis or Bhangalis 
372. Section. 
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Berads of Bedars 
Berias 
Bhamtas (Takari) 
Bhamtas (Rajput) 
Bhanmates 
Bhantus 
Bhars 
Bhata 
Bhattu Turkas 
Bhedkuts 
Bhils 
Bhura Brahmans 
Bijorias 
Boriyas 
Boryas (Peddas and Dongas) 
Buda Bukkalas (Chakala or Pamulas) 
Chamars 
Chandravedis, Sanorias or Sanaurias 
Chhuras or Chuhras 
Daleras or Dalarias 
Dandasis 
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Dasaris (Dongas and Gudus) 
Dharis 
Dheas or Dhes 
Dhekarus 
Dhenwars 
Domars or Dommars (Reddis and Arais) 
Doms (Maghaiyas, Oriyas, Audiniyas and Bansfores) 
Donga Yatas 
Donga Yerukulas 
Dusadhs (Chakais, Palwars and Maghiyas) 
Gandhillas 
Gantichor or GantukoUars 
Gidhias 
Ghasis 
Ghosis 
Gondas 
Gujars 
Haburas 
Handijogis 
Hingoras 
Irulars 
314 
Jaintra Pans 
Jats (Gutkas and Dillons) 
Jogis or Jogulas 
Kaikadis 
Kaladis 
Kallars (Peramalais,Koottapals and Pariya Suriyurs) 
Kanjars 
Karwal Nats 
Kepumaries 
Kewars 
Khatis 
Kintali Kalingas 
Komakapus 
Konda Doras 
Korachas and Karavas 
Kuchbands 
Karumbaravas 
Labanis or Lamanis or Lambadis 
Lodhas or Lodahs 
Madigas 
Mahatams 
315 
Malas 
Mallahs 
Mang-garudis 
Maravars (Sambanada/Appanad-Kondayankottai Maravars) 
Mewatis 
Mi anas 
Minas 
Moghias 
Multanis 
Munda Pottas 
Mutharachas 
Musahars 
Naiks 
Nakkals 
Nirshikaris 
Nokkars 
Nuts or Nats 
Oddars 
Oudhiasd 
Paidis 
Pardhis 
316 
Parnas or Pemas 
Pasis 
Picharis 
Pichguntlas 
Poligars 
Paraiyas 
Rachbands 
Reddikas 
Rellis 
Sansis 
Sanorias 
Singhikars 
Sugalis 
Sanghedias, Sardhis and Surmas 
Tadvis 
Tagus 
Taga Bhats 
Talayaris (Devagudi) 
Talega Pamulas or Peedary GoUas or Thella-Pamawads 
Tellugappalatti Chatts 
Thottia Naicks 
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Uraligaundans 
Valayars 
Vallayankuppam Padaychis 
Vettaikarans 
Vettuya Goundans 
Waddars, Waddewads or Woddars 
Yatas 
Yenadis or Yenadiwads 
Yetukulas 
Excerpts from Criminal Tribes Act, 1871: 
The Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, passed by the Governor of India 
in Council (Received the assent of the Governor General on 12 October 
1871). 
'Whereas it is expedient toprovide for the registration, surveillance 
and control of certain criminal tribes and eunuchs, it is thereby enacted as 
follows: 
This Act may be called "The Criminal Tribes' Act, 1871". 
(Commencement, replaced by Act XVI of 1874, section 1 and Schedule, 
Part I). 
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This section and section 20 extend to the whole of British India: 
the rest of this act extends only to the interiors under the governments of 
the Lieutenant Governors of Bengal, the North-Western Province and the 
Punjab respectively, and under the administration of the Chief 
Commissioner of Oudh. 
Provided that any local Government, with the previous sanction of 
the Governor General in Council, may, by notification in the local official 
Gazette, declare all or any of the provisions of this act as amended by 
subsequent legislation. To be in force in the whole or any aprt of the 
territories under its government. 
Definition of the Tribe, Gang and Class: 
lA. In this Act the words tribe, gang, and class shall be deemed to 
include any portion or members of a tribe, gang or class. 
On 8* November 1872, the Government of Punjab submitted, for 
the sanction of the Governor General in Council, rules with Form A and 
Form B framed under Section 24 of the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII. 
1871 for making and keeping up and charge of registers of eunuchs in 
those towns. 
373. Ibid. 
3 74. Rules for the making and keeping up and charge of registers of eunuchs in the 
towns of Lahore, Amritsar, Delhi and Peshawar under the Criminal Tribes 
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Rules framed under Part II of the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII: of 
1871. 
Rule-I: The registers (A) and (B) prescribed in Section 24 shall be 
prepared and kept by the District Superintendent of Police. 
In obtaining the information required to complete the said registers, 
the services of Police Officers not below the rank of Deputy Inspector 
may be employed. 
Rule-II: The Deputy Commission shall decide, subject to an appeal to the 
Commissioner, as to whether a registered eunuch is, or is not to be 
required to furnish information as to his property." '^'^  
Therefore, register (B) will contain only the names of those 
eunuchs which the Deputy Commissioner orders shall be entered. 
Act, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, December 1872, Nos. 72-73, p. 
1,NAI. 
375. Ibid. 
376. Ibid. 
377. Ibid. 
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The Government of India, on S'^^ December 1872, had forwarded the draft 
rules for the making and keeping up and charge of registers of eunuchs in 
the towns of Lahore, Amritsar, Delhi, and Peshawur, submitted by the 
Punjab Government to the Legislative Department for sanction and to 
enquire whether the rules might be approved. 
The school of Industry was first established at Jubbulpore in 1838. 
Captain Sleeman was appointed by Lord Auckland as Commissioner for 
the Suppression of Dacoity, in addition to his duties as General 
-501 
Superintendent of operations for the Suppression of Thuggee. In 1873, 
Mr. E. Stephenson, Inspector of Police, Akola District, sent a report to the 
District Superintendent of Police regarding the tendency shownby the 
children of pardoned dacoits or approvers, who had been reared at the 
Jubbulpore School of Industry, to revert to a criminal career in the end. 
He said in his report that "I am given to understand there is a rule in the 
Thuggee Department that, on the death of an cipprover, his family are 
turned out of the lines. Being thus thrown in the world without support they 
join the gangs wandering about the country, which are therefore on the 
380. Office Memorandum No. 2138, dated Fort William, the 3"^ December 1872, 
Ibid, p. 4. 
381. Means of subsistence of families of deceased approvers of the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department, Home Department Proceedings, Police, February 1876, 
Nos. 12tol4,p. 2,NAI. 
382. Major W. Tweedie, First Assistant Resident of Haidarabad to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, No. 92, dated 
Haidarabad, the 4"' December 1875, Ibid. 
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increase, and the sons of the deceased approvers first take to pick-
pocketing, and on arriving to manhood, join the more elder of the tribe in 
house-breaking, &c. I have known dozens of Kaikaree approvers' sons who 
have left the lines, though their fathers were still alive in the thuggee jails, 
and have joined the karbudi gangs now wandering about the country." 
He had also mentioned that two lads of kaikarees tribe had left the Berars 
and joined the gangs of the tribe then wandering about the country for 
plundering.^ ^"^ Major C. Jameson, District Superintendent of Police, Akola 
was marked by a speciality for police enquiry, and by a large knowledge of 
the criminal classes of western India. He had also supported the Mr. E. 
Stephenson and said that "It is my firm belief that all Mr. Stephenson had 
stated with regard to the sons of approvers joining the wandering gangs 
roaming about the country on predatory excursions after they are turned out 
of the thuggee lines is perfectly correct. These remarks are not only 
applicable to the tribe reported on, but also to IChunjurs, Kulhatees and 
Budducks, numbers of whom I have met and conversed with from time to 
55386 
trnie. 
383. Major W. Tweedie, First Assistant Resident at Haidarabad to the Inspector 
General of Police, Haidarabad Assigned Districts, No. 9, dated Haidarabad, 
the 1'' April 1873, Appendix B, Ibid, p. 26. 
384. Ibid. 
385. Ibid. 
386. Major W. Tweedie, First Assistant Resident at Haidarabad to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, No. 92, dated 
Haidarabad, the 4"" December 1875, Ibid, p. 2. 
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Mr. E. Stephenson's report was sent to the Haidarabad government. 
In 1875, the Haidarabad government had decided that if the experiments in 
the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces turned out successfully, the 
question of extending the Criminal Tribes Act to the Haidarabad Assigned 
Districts might be taken mto consideration. 
A.H. Benton, Esquire, Deputy Commissoner of Kamal, sent a report, 
dated 4* February 1881, on the notorious criminal class of Tagus and 
recommended that this criminal class should be brought under the Criminal 
Tribes Act.'^ ^^  This criminal class had occupied twelve villages in the 
Karnal District and number 718 souls, of whom 318 were males and 337 
females.^ '^ '^  It was the opinion of all classes of people, included the headmen 
of the villages in which the Tagus had their homes that these people 
proceeded to distant parts and remained away for years and months, for the 
purpose of committing non-bailable offences. Tagus were addicted to theft 
mostly in large assemblages of people, such as fairs, marriage processions, 
&c. They also made plundering excursions in large fairs such as the "Kul 
Chuttar" at Thanesar, the "Kumb" at Hurdwar, and other bathing fairs on 
387. Ibid. 
388. A.H. Benton, Deputy Commissioner, Kamal to the Commissioner and 
Superintendent, Delhi Division, No. 35, dated 4 February 1881, Declaring 
the Tagus of the Karnal District a criminal tribe, August 1881, No. 72-74, pp. 
3-4, NAl. 
389. W.M. Young, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Punjab and its Dependencies 
to C. Grant, C.S.I., Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Revenue and 
Agricultural Department, No. 2258, Lahore, 17"" June 1881, Ibid, p. 1. 
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the Ganges. They never committed offences near their homes or even in the 
Karnal District.^ ^^ They never committed cattle-steaHng or burglary. While 
on journeys from and to their homes, they were apt to steal trifling articles 
from carriages went along the road. A complete gang of Tagus consisted of 
two men and a boy usually went for an excursion. In their slang the gang 
was called a "Jut". The men were called "Uprainda" and the boy 
"Chhawa."^^^ They always worked together, wandered through the bazaars 
and crowds on the watch for an opportunity. When they got an 
opportunjity, the boy was sent forward and the men placed themselves 
conveniently. The boy seized the article and at once passed it on to the 
men, one of whom immediately left the place with the article. If the boy 
was caught in the act, he fell down at the feet of his intended victim. If an 
attempt was made to beat the boy, the boy said that he was a Brahman, or 
of the Chura (sweeper) caste and so escaped, as no Hindu had hurt a 
Brahman or touched a Chura.^ "^^  The "upraindas" immediately left the place 
and never connected themselves with the boy, whose awkwardness had 
brought him to intense sorrow. The boy never preached. During their 
operation the "Jut" kept up communications by certain signs. While the 
390. S.J. Stone, District Superintendent of Police, Karnal to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Karnal, No. 1481 dated 28"^  February 1879, Ibid, p. 6. 
391. Ibid. 
392. Ibid. 
393. Ibid. 
394. Ibid. 
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leader of the gang at a distance kept one hand on the other, the boy 
remained inactive but ready. When the hand went up to the head, the boy 
seized the coveted object. If the "uprainda" saw no chance, or found 
danger, he twisted his ear and the boy moved off The race of Tagus was 
addicted to professional crime. Of the male population above 15 years of 
age, 51 percent had been convicted of non-bailable offences. Of the male 
population rom 5 to 15 years of age, 7 percent had been convicted. Of the 
male population above 15 years of age, 60 percent were now absent from 
their homes, 1.2 percent of those were at present in various jails. Of the 
male population from 5 to 15 years of age, 58 percent were now absent. 
The following statement showed that 55 percent of the males above 
15 years of age, and 7 percent below 15 years of age and above 5 years of 
age, had been convicted of non-bailable offences,"^ *^ ' 46 percent were absent 
from their homes of those above 15 years of age, and 27 percent below 15 
years of age and above 5 years of age, were absent from their homes. While 
27 were actually in jail at that time.'^ ^^  
395. Ibid. 
396. Ibid. 
397. Ibid. 
398. Ibid. 
399. Ibid. 
400. Ibid, p. 5. 
401. Ibid. 
402. Ibid, p. 6. 
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Table 
404 
Names of stations 
Batana 
Nisang 
Karnal 
Pundri 
Villages: Saga, Sonkra, Padhana, Rambha and 
Gangar 
*10 of these were now in jail. 
Villages: Sambalu, Gondar, Katlaheri, Bahlolpur, 
and Baloo. 
*4 of these were now in jail. 
Village: Pundrak 
* 1 in jail. 
Village: Sakra 
A.H. Benton, Esquire, Deputy Commissioner of Karnal, in his report had 
recommended that the class of Tagus, who was addicted to the systematic 
commission of non-bailable offences, should be declared a criminal tribe 
under Act XXVII of 1871 by the Governor - General in Council 405 
Major G. Gordon Young, Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi 
Division, had forwarded an application of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Karnal to the Government of Punjab and also mentioned that the class of 
Tagus should be declared a criminal tribe under Act XXVII of 1871, in 
order to rescue the children from following the evil courses of their 
404. Ibid. 
405. A.H. Benton, Deputy Commissioner, Karnal to the Commissioner and 
Superintendent, Delhi Division, NO. 35, dated 4^*" February 1881, Ibid, pp. 3-
4. 
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parents."^ On 17* June 1881 the Government of Punjab had forwarded 
the report of the Tagus race to the Government of India. Ultimately the 
Supreme Government declared the Tagus class a criminal class under Act 
XXVllofl871.'^°^ 
The Criminal Tribes Act XXVII of 1871 was modified in 1876, in 
1897 and then in 1911. The Criminal Tribes Act III of 1911 was enforced 
in all over the country. Finally it was applied to the Madras Presidency in 
1911."*°^  The Criminal Tribes Act III of 1911 gave more powers to any 
local government to control the criminal races. This Act empowered the 
local government to declare any tribe, section, or class of the people to be 
a criminal tribe. '^^  The District Magistrate or any officer empowered by 
him in this behalf might be at any time order the finger impressions of 
registered member of a criminal tribe to be taken."^ "^  This Act declared 
"children" under the age of eighteen and above the age of six years. 
Under the provisions of the Act the local Government might be 
established industrial, agricultural or reformatory schools for children and 
406. Major G. Gordon Young, Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division 
to the Secretary to Government, Punjab, No. 964, dated Delhi, 18"" April 1881, 
Ibid,p.3. 
407. F.C. Daukes, Under Secretary to the Government of India to the Secretary to 
the Government of the Punjab, No. 1008, dated Simla, the 12"" August, 1881, 
Ibid, p.23. 
408. Meena Radhakrishna, Dishonoured by History: 'Criminal Tribes' and British 
Colonial Policy, p. 32. 
409. Section 3, p. 198. 
410. Section 9, p. 199. 
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might be separated and removed from their parents or guardians and 
place in such schools the children of members of any criminal tribe."^" A 
Superintendent was to be appointed by the Local Government in every 
school. The Reformatory Schools Act, 1897 was to be applied in the 
case of every school."*'^  The decision of the District Magistrate as to the 
age of any person for the purposes of this section vv^ as to be fmal.'^ ''* The 
Local Government might be at any time, by general or special order, 
directed any person who may be in any industrial, agricultural or 
reformatory settlement or school in the Province to be discharged, or to 
be removed to some other like settlement or school in the Province. ^ 
Whoever, being a member of a criminal tribe, without lawful excuse, the 
burden of proving which was to be depended on him - refiised to allow 
his finger impressions to be taken, might be arrested without warrant, was 
to be punishable with imprisonment for a term which might be extended 
to two hundred rupees, or both.'^ '^  Whoever, being a registered member of 
any criminal tribe, was waiting for an opportunity in any place to commit 
theft or robbery was to be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
might be extended to three years, and was to be liable to fine which might 
411. Section 17(1), p. 201. 
412. Sectuib 17(2). 
413. Section 17(3). 
414. Section 17(5). 
415. Section 18. 
416. Section 21(d), p. 203.. 
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be extended to one thousand rupees."*'^  If any registered member of any 
criminal tribe was found in any part of British India, beyond the area, if 
any, prescribed for his residence, without the prescribed pass, or in a 
place or at a time not permitted by the conditions of his pass." '^^  
If any member of any registered criminal tribes escaped from an 
industrial, agricultural or reformatory settlement or school, might be 
arrested without warrant by any police officer, village headman or village 
watchman, and taken before a Magistrate, who, on proof of the facts, was 
to order him to be removed to the district in which he should be resided 
or to the settlement or school from which he had escaped.'*' 
The British Indian Government had passed the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 and The Juvenile Reformatory 
Schools Act VIII of 1897 for the establishment of the Juvenile 
Reformatories in British India. Under the provisions of these Act many 
Juveniles Reformatories were established by the Government of British in 
India in different presidencies and provinces. Under the provisions of the 
Criminal Tribes Act, Criminal Tribes settlement were established in 
British India. Settlements managed by the London Mission in Madras 
Presidency, and by the Salvation Army in the north were among these. 
417. Section 24 (b), p. 204. 
418. Section 25(a). 
419. Section 25 (b). 
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The question of confining the children of settlers to these settlements was 
considered by the administration, and the Criminal Tribes Act allowed 
the local governments to separate them from their parents, and bring them 
up in a good atmosphere in order to promote their physical, mental, or 
moral health. The Salvation Army was working in India from 1882. In 
1908, the Salvation Army worked among Doms in the Gorakhpur in the 
United Provinces. Like United Provinces, the Punjab Govemmenit also 
invited the Salvation Army for the establishment of Borstal Prison in 
Lahore. The Salvation Army had established Danepur Settlement in 
Lahore for Juvenile prisoners. 
The Danepur settlement was a successful experiment of the 
Salvation Army. William Booth of the Salvation Army in 1910 made 
some correspondence with the Governor - General in Council regarding 
the establishment of the settlements for the hereditary criminals of British 
India.'*^ *^  According to him some reformatory measures, in addition to 
suppression and punishment, should be adopted in the case of Criminal 
races. He gave an emphasis on the establishment of Industrial 
Settlements, where the employment should be given to the members of 
the criminal races."^ '^ The various philanthropic societies assisted the 
420. Meena Radhakrishna, Dishonoured by History: 'Criminal Tribes and British 
Colonial Policy', p. 72. 
421. Ibid, p. 73. 
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British administrators in the management of the Criminal Tribes 
Settlements in the Punjab Province. But the Salvation Army of Lahore 
and the Canadian Mission of Palampur gave noteworthy help in the 
administration of the Criminal Tribes Settlement in the Punjab 
Province. Under the Provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act number of 
Criminal Tribes Settlements were established in India by the British 
Government. 
In the Punjab Province, till the year of 1923, about 22 Criminal 
Tribes Settlements were managed by the Punjab Government."^ ^^ The 
Criminal Tribes Settlements were of three types - Reformatory, 
Industrial, and Agricultural. Out of these 22 Criminal Tribes Settlement, 
1 was the Reformatory Settlement, 6 were the Industrial Settlements.'* '^^  In 
1917 the total population of the members of the Criminal races and gangs 
addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable offences in the 
Province and consequently notified under section 3 of the Criminal Tribes 
Act of 1911 came to 150,000, industry 33,498 male adults.^ ^^ The whole 
population of women and children was about 8,000. The Registers were 
422. "J.M. Dunnett, CLE., I.C.S., Home Secretary to Government, Punjab, to the 
Inspector - General of Police, Punjab, No. 25043 (Home Judl.), Dated Lahore, 
the 10* November 1924", Report on the Administration of Criminal Tribes in 
the Punjab for the year ending December 1923, 1925, File No. 75/1, Home 
Department Proceedings, Police, 1925, File No. 75/1, p. 4, NAI. 
423. Ibid, p. 11. 
424. Ibid. 
425. Only 7,709 male member had been registered, Ibid, p. 9. 
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revised in 1923 and exemptions had been risen to 14,732 since 191T.'*^ ^ 
The Amritsar Criminal Tribe Reformatory was the most important 
settlement, because it was established in large area. The worst criminals 
were confined in this settlement.'^ ^^ In this Reformatory Settlement, the 
total population of the inmates was 1,001 till 1923. Out of 1,001 inmates, 
357 were children, 216 were women, and 428 were men. The worst class 
members of the criminal races, who needed a strict control, were sent in 
the Amritsar Criminal Tribe Reformatory."*^^ The members of the 
Criminal races, who had two or more convictions after completing their 
sentences, sent to the Amritsar Criminal Tribe Reformatory. Others were 
received from the districts. Only those members of the Criminal class 
were permitted to place themselves in settlement, who proved their 
eligibility and innocence."*^^ In 1923, 561 members of the criminal classes 
were admitted in the Amritsar Criminal Tribe Reformatory. The men, 
who had brought their families and were reliable persons, worked in the 
city under the good supervision - and the average daily wage earned by 
each family was Re. 0-15-4. The unreliable inmates, men as well as 
females, who could be spared from the household work were employed in 
426. Ibid, p. 3. 
427. Report on the Administration of Criminal Tribes in the Punjab for the year 
ending December 1923, Ibid, p. 11. 
428. The persons of criminal races were sent in the settlement through the Jail 
authority. Ibid, p. 11. 
429. Ibid. 
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those factory, which was attached to the Reformatory.'*"'*^ In the Amritsar 
Criminal Tribe Reformatory the industries of Shoe-making, tailoring, 
carpentry and weaving were running. The adult people were employed in 
the factory on work which required no special skill or attentions. The 
Youths were getting the training of shoe-making, tailoring, carpentry and 
weaving. In 1923, Ninty-one youths were getting the training of these 
industries."* ' The youths who became trained carpenters, shoe-makers 
and weavers employed in the city and earned from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 per head 
per diem. New comer, at the initial stage, got the minimum wage, 
which was not enough for his subsistence. So that the opportunity was 
given to them to earn more wages by the piece work system. Some of 
those, who wanted to settle down, earned Re. 1-8-0 per day and even 
more on the weaving looms.'^ '^^  In 1923, Twenty-five new looms were 
started in the factory. The youths, who started to work on these new 
looms, were working hard. They showed a good results with their 
excellent talent and ability."*^ 
In the Amritsar Criminal Tribes Reformatory the schools were 
established for the education of the children, who belonged to the 
430. Ibid, p. 12. 
431. Ibid. 
432. Ibid. 
433. Ibid. 
434. Ibid. 
336 
members of the criminal classes. In 1923, 48 boys and 30 girls were 
attending the school. ^ A well-equipped dispensar}' had been kept up in 
the Amritsar Criminal Tribe Reformatory. The Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
and the nurse was appointed in this dispensary. They looked after the 
health of the children and females."^ ^^  Bathing and washing facilities was 
provided inside the Reformatory. Muhammadan, Hindu, Sikh preachers 
were also employed in this Reformatory. These preachers gave spiritual 
knowledge to the inmates. This was for the spiritual welfare of the 
settlers."^ ^^ In the year of 1923 thirty four inmates had been absconded."*^^ 
The Industrial Settlements were managed for the members of the 
criminal classes by the Punjab government. Till the year of 1923, the total 
inmates in these Industrial Settlements were 1,921. Out of 1,921 inmates 
856 were children, 476 were women and 589 were men."^ ^^  These 
Industrial Settlements were as follows: The Moghalpura Industrial 
Settlement, The Pirowalla Industrial Settlement, The Chichawatni 
Industrial Settlement, The Changa Manga Industrial Soettlement, The 
Shahpur land Industrial Settlement. The Moghalpur Industrial Settlement 
was important one. This settlement accommodated a population of 852 
435. Ibid, p. 13. 
436. Ibid, p. 12. 
437. Ibid, p. 13. 
438. In 1922, 25 inmates were escaped from this settlement. Ibid. 
439. Ibid,p. II. 
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souls, consisted of 256 males, 218 females and 378 children in 1923.'^ '^ *' 
For the education of the children inmates the day schools as well as the 
night schools were running in this settlement. The night school was the 
special feature of this settlement.'^'*' The day schools were attended by 55 
boys and 50 girls in 1923. The schools for girls and boys were 
separated.'*'^ ^ A small well-equipped out-door dispensary was maintained 
in this Industrial Settlement. A sub-Assistant surgeon and a nurse was 
appointed to look after the health of the inmates. A maternity ward was 
established to prevent high mortality among children. The inmates of 
this settlement were employed in railway shops."*"*^  10 escapes took place 
in 1923 and 35 in 1922. 49 births and 25 deaths took place in 1923.'*^^ 
The four industrial settlements were forest settlements. Of these 2 
settlements were in the Chhanga Manga Forest, one at Chichawatni 
Forest, and another at Pirowalla in the Khanewal Plantation.'*'*^ The total 
population of the Pirowala Settlement was 312 in 1923. Out of 312 
440. Ibid, p. 13. 
441. Ibid. 
442. At the early stage, the sheds of the schools were suffocated and close. Because 
the ventilation system was not proper. But later, well-ventilated sheds were 
provided for the boys and girls' schools. Ibid. 
443. Ibid. 
444. Ibid. 
445. Ibid. 
446. One family earned Rs. 15 to Rs. 26 per month. Ibid. 
447. In 1922, 49 births and 25 deaths took place in this settlement, Ibid. 
448. Ibid. 
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inmates, 138 were children, 80 were females and 94 were males."^ "^ ^ The 
Average monthly earning per family was Rs. 29-9-0.'^ *^^  In this settlement 
schools for the boys and girls were established. In 1923, 33 boys and 15 
girls were receiving education.'* '^ In the Chichawatni Forest Settlement 
the total inmates were 188 in 1923. Among these 188 inmates, 82 were 
children, 40 were females and 66 were males."^ '^' The average monthly 
earning per family was Rs. 19-7-0. '^^  The schools were established for 
the children in this settlement. 28 Boys were getting education in 
school.'* '^* In the Chhanga Manga Forest Settlement, two settlements were 
managed. The total population of this settlement was 240 in 1923. Out of 
240 inmates, 107 were children, 53 were females and 80 were males."*^ ^ 
Schools were established for the children. In 1923, 30 boys and 17 girls 
were attending the schools and receiving the education. The average 
monthly earning per family was Rs. 28-1-0.^ ^^ 10 Deaths and 8 Births 
took place in 1923.'^ '^' In the Shahpur Jand Settlement the total population 
was 127 in 1923. Out of 127, 49 were children, 35 were females, 43 were 
449. Ibid. 
450. Ibid. 
451. Ibid. 
452. Ibid. 
453. Ibid. 
454. Ibid. 
455. Ibid. 
456. Ibid. 
457. Ibid. 
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males. The schools were established in this settlement for the children. 
12 Boys and 11 Girls were attending the Schools in 1923.^ *^ ^ The average 
monthly income per family was Rs. 20-13-0.^^° 12 Deaths and 12 Births 
took place during the year of 1923.'**'' The children belonged to the 
members of the Criminal races were getting proper education in these 
schools. The education of the children was main attention of these 
settlements. The economic condition of these settlements was most 
satisfactory. In the forest area the effective supervision was not possible. 
Many inmates escaped from these settlements, but later apprehended. 
In the Gopalpur Industrial Settlement the total population was 
177.^ ^^  Out of 177 inmates 77 were children, 50 were females and 50 
were males.^ ^^ The average earning per family was Rs. 18.^^''The schools 
were maintained for the children. 30 Boys and 18 Girls were getting the 
education in the schools of the Gopalpur Industrial Settlement."*^^ During 
the year of 1923, the inmates, who employed in the Tea Estate, were 
facing the problems. They were getting the low wages in the Tea Estate. 
But in September 1923, the labour had been transferred in the Holta Tea 
458. Ibid. 
459. Ibid. 
460. Ibid. 
461. Ibid. 
462. Ibid. 
463. Ibid, p. 14. 
464. Ibid. 
465. Ibid. 
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Estate . From that time the economic conditions of the inmates became 
improved. The inmates later became satisfied and happy. Since the close 
of the year 1923, the average monthly earning per family became Rs. 27-
8-0 and the earnings of some of the more industrious families raised up to 
Rs. 60 per mensem. The Bhangali Boys' Weaving School was running 
under the supervision of the Canadian Mission through Revemed Ford. 
The moral teachings were also giving to the boys.'^ ^^ 
In all the Reformatory Settlements the British administrators also 
established agricultural settlements. The inmates were showing their 
interest in the agricultural field.'**'^  The agricultural conditions in 1923 
was favourable and enabled the tenants to pay off Rs. 85,709-10-9 
towards their liabilities, left a balance of Rs. 66,752-12-2.^ '^^  The 
statement below showed the important statistics related to these 
settlements. 
466. Mr. Fitzpatrick was the Manager of the Holta Tea Estate. He was very kind 
towards the inmates. Reverend Ford was the local representative of the 
Canadian Mission. He gave much kind attention and parental care to the 
inmates, Ibid. 
467. Ibid. 
468. Ibid. 
469. Ibid. 
470. Taccavi loans, shop debts, and central office advances which the tenants were 
to incur to meet their initial agricultural as well as other requirements before 
the tenancies were sufficiently reclaimed to yield a proper outturn. Ibid. 
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In 1923 a new agricultural settlement was started at Bir Theh Bahri 
in the Kamal district. In this agricultural settlement 63 families were 
working, with a total population of 264 souls."^ ^^  
Till the year of 1923, 41 schools were running in these settlements. 
Out of 41 schools, 22 schools were for boys and 19 schools were for 
girls.^ "^^  In 1923, 881 boys and 485 girls attended the schools. In this year, 
17 boys had passed the final primary examination."^^^ In 1923, six new 
literate couples had been appointed to run side by side boys and girls 
schools. Before this, the single teachers were employed to teach the 
boys.^ ^^ 
In the year 1922, 2,000 children were attended the schools in the 
villages of Moffussil. But in 1923, 1,000 children were receiving the 
education.'*^^ The District Police Officers attributed the fall to the 
economic condition of the criminal tribes members. The District Police 
Officers had recommended to the Government that educational sfipends 
should be given to the children to encourage education among them. In 
472. Ibid, p. 17. 
473. Ibid, p. 21. 
474. Taccari loans, shop debts and central office advances which the tenants were 
to incur to meet their initial agricuhural as well as other requirements before 
the tenancies were sufficiently reclaimed to yield a proper outturn. Ibid. 
475. The administration also wanted to start a secondary school education in the 
reformatories. Ibid. 
476. Ibid. 
477. Ibid. 
478. Ibid, p. 22. 
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these settlements the education was an important factors towards the 
ultimate reformation of the criminal tribes. 
Many local philanthropic societies gave their cooperation in these 
settlements for the reclamation of the criminal tribes. The Anjuman-i-
Islamia, Punjab, Lahore Society gave its cooperation in the management 
of the Chak No. 39-3R Agricultural Settlement.'^ ''^  The Ahmadiya 
Anjuman; Ishail-i-Islam, Lahore Society gave its help in the management 
of the Chak No. 27-2 L2 and the Kot Mahal Agricultural settlements. The 
Ahmadiya Community, Qadian, Punjab Society gave its support in the 
Chak No. 91-1 OR Agricultural Settlement.'^ '^^  The Arya Samaj, Lahore 
Society was helpful in the management of the Chak No. 19-9R.W. -
AQ 1 
Agricultural Settlement. The Punjab Hindu Sabha, Lahore Socieyt gave 
its cooperation in the Chak No. 19-9 RE Agricultural Settlement.'*^^ The 
Sanatan Dharam Sabha, Lahore Society was cooperated in the 
management of the Chak No. 53-5 L. Agricultural Settlement, Bir 
Bidalwa and Bir Dhandari Agricultural Settlement. The Society of Chief 
Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar, cooperated in the management of the 
Moghalpura Industrial Settlement and in the management of the Chak 
479. Ibid. 
480. Ibid. 
481. Ibid. 
482. Ibid. 
483. Ibid. 
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No. 16-9R Agricultural Settlement.'^ '^* The Societ}' of Dev Samaj, Lahore 
was helpful in the management of the Kot Jhandu and Kot Vovindke 
Agricultural Settlement. The Society of the Salvation Army, Lahore 
gave its noteworthy help in the management of the Chak No. 119, and 
Kassowal Agricultural Settlements and in the Industrial Settlement of 
Changa Manga. The Canadian Mission Society of Palampur gave its 
noteworthy help in the management of the Holta and Palampur Weaving 
School Settlements."^^^ 
The details of the non-recurring expenditure incurred during the 
year 1923-24 were as below: 
Rs. 
^^^Buildings 34,558 
Travelling expenses of inmates 1,515 
Sick diet, medicines, etc. 3,735 
Indigent advances 7,545 
Total 47,353 
The recurring expenditure incurred during the year 1923-24 
amounted to Rs. 1,88,534 as compared with Rs. 2,01,739 incurred during 
484. Ibid. 
485. Ibid. 
486. Ibid. 
487. Rs. 2,35,887 were spent in these settlements during the year 1923-24. In 1922-
23, the total amount, which was spent in these settlements, was Rs. 2,62,759. 
The non-recurring expenditure was amounted to Rs. 47,353 in 1923-24. In the 
year of 1922-23, Rs. 61,020 were spent, Ibid, p. 22. 
488. Ibid. 
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the preceding year. The details of the recurring expenditure during the 
year 1922-23 and 1923-24 were as follows: 
'^ '^ P^ay and traveling allowance of officers 
Pay and traveling allowance of Non-gazetted staff 
Grants to societies 
Contingent expenditure 
Total 
"^ '^^ Pay and traveling allowance of officers 
Pay and traveling allowance of non-gazetted staff 
Grants to societies 
Contingent expenditure 
Total 
1922-23 
(Rs.) 
45,457 
52,546 
47,854 
55,882 
2,01,739 
1923-24 
(Rs.) 
50,226 
54,902 
46,036 
37,370 
1,88,534 
The responsibility of the Superintendentship of the Moghalpura 
Railway Settlement was taken by B. Rajinder Singh, whose vigilance and 
integrity contributed to the success of this difficult settlement to a 
considerable extent."^ '^ Of the staff employed in the Society Settlements, 
Messrs Brandt, Pinchbeck and Elias Dass of the Salvation Army, Sheikh 
Qutab-ud-Din of Anjuman Ahmadiya, Qadiah, Maulvi Abdul Majid, of 
Ahmadiya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam, Sardar Sahib Sawan Singh of Dev 
489. Ibid. 
490. Ibid. 
491. Ibid, p. 26. 
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Samaj, Jamadar Lall Singh of Chief Khalsa Diwan, Pandit Bhiwani 
Shankar of Arya Samaj, Lahore, Mr. Barkat Ullah of the Canadian 
Mission, Palampur, and Pandit Dyal Das of Sanatan Dharm Sabha had 
played an important role in improving the condition of the settlers placed 
in their charge in 1923. 
Like the Reformatory, Agricultural, and Industrial Criminal Tribe 
Settlements of the Punjab Province, many Criminal Tribe Settlements 
were established in South by the British Administrators, William Booth 
of the Salvation Army in 1910 made some correspondence with the 
Governor-General in Council. He suggested to the Government that with 
suppression and punishment some reformative measues should be 
adopted in case of hereditary criminals, and employment should be 
provided to the members of criminal classes. William Booth was of 
opinion that if members of such communities were given work, they 
would give up their criminal activities, and their reformation would be 
achieved. According to the Salvation Army in order to provide the 
children a physical, mental or moral health, they should be separated 
from their allegedly parents. The Salvation Army, on its part, agreed and 
expressed its desire to bring up little boys buffling with crime ... in an 
492. Ibid. 
493. Meena Radhakrishna, Dishonoured by History: 'Criminal Tribes' and British 
Colonial Policy, p. 98. 
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atmosphere of agriculture.'* '^* The question of confining the children of 
settlers to these settlements was considered by the administration, and the 
Criminal Tribes Act allowed the local governments to separate them from 
their parents. In 1919-20 the Indian Jails Committee observed that 
children had a 'humanizing and civilizing' effect on the parents and 
should be allowed to stay with them. The Stuartpuram settlement was 
located in Guntur. Initially it was established in 1913 as an agricultural 
settlement. But later it had forcefully settled between three to four 
thousand men, women and children. ^ A senior government official, 
Harold Stuart, made efforts to establish this Settlement and thus the 
settlement was named after him. The British administration had invited 
the Salvation Army for the assistance in the Stuartpuram settlement.'*^^ 
The inmates of the Stuartpuram settlement was to give their attendance 
upto five times in 24 hours.'* '^' The Salvation Army had acquired the 
whole land in this settlement. They gave a small plot to each family. The 
members of families cultivated the land.'' Till the time of their 
494. Ibid, p. 99. 
495. The Stuartpuram settlement covered an area of 1500 acres. The administration 
had appointed large number of police force on the boundaries to check the 
escapes. Ibid, p. 128. 
496. Ibid. 
497. Ibid, p. 128. 
498. The inmates were also punished for their mistakes, Ibid, p. 128. 
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reformation these families worked as the tenants of the Salvation Army, 
after the reformation they became patta holders.'^ '^ ^ 
In this settlement, the administration followed very stringent 
discipline for both children and adults. Children were also being punished 
along with adults for their bad conduct. In this settlement children lived 
separately from their parents. The children had separate sleeping 
rooms.^ *^ " The schools were established for the education of the children. 
The Salvation Army gave more attention towards the moral education of 
the children.^ * '^ The boys got the training of farming. They were to do 
labour on ordinary rough form. A young boy was to do some kind of 
'dirty work' once, because he tried to escape but caught up. If any 
inmate tried to escape and captured by police, then the captor got Rs. 5 as 
C A ' I 
a reward. In Tinnevellay a sugar factory owned by Parry's. He asked 
the government to provide the members of the wandering tribes as 
workers.^ '^^  The government accepted his request and this sugar factory 
was declared a settlement. In this settlement the special attention was 
given towards the education of the children. The schools had been 
maintained for the children of the members of the criminal classes. The 
499. Ibid. 
500. The parents were permitted to meet their children only on Sundays. Ibid,p. 130. 
501. Ibid, p. 131. 
502. Ibid, p. 96. 
503. Ibid, p. 94. 
504. Ibid, pp. 114-115. 
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workshops of carpentry and tinkering were running in this settlement. 
The boys were getting the training of tinkering and carpentry in the 
workshops.^ ^ They were to be later employed on contract in various 
departments of the factory. In this settlement younger children employed 
into the manufacturing process. Mrs. Weth was the wife of the manager 
of the factory. She had an interest in gardening and made casuarine 
plantation. Young boys and girls who were too young to work in factory 
settlement, worked on Mrs. Weth's Casuarina plantation.^^^ 
On the other hand, the planters were also sending requests to the 
government about the employment of Criminal Tribes' members on 
plantations. The Director of United Planters Association of South India 
(UPASI) made some correspondence with the Inspector General of Police 
for the employment of Criminal Tribes' workers in the estates of 
Annamalai, Nilgiris and Wynaad.^ '^ ^ The Government gave the 
permission to UPASI. The Salvation Army gave the proposal of its 
assistance in the settlement of estates. But the planters refused the 
proposal of the Salvation Army, because they wanted to be in direct 
charge of the workers. 
505. Ibid, p. 125. 
506. Ibid, pp. Ibid, p. 115. 
507. The director of UPASI admitted to the Government that the young children 
would be worked as a labourer in future. Ibid, p. 116 
508. Ibid, p. 117. 
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Even the UPASI was not in favour of the Salvation Army. Because 
the officials of the Salvation Array followed the scheme of separating 
children from their parents in order to ensure complete reformation of the 
new generation. On the other hand, the planters followed the scheme to 
keep families together, thus to secure a regular work force. The planting 
community made it quite clear that. 
From the planters' point of view, the brightness and intelligence of 
the children and the chance of their ultimately forming a settled labour 
force [was] the most attractive part of the whole thing.. .. '^^  
The director of the UPASI sent an 'ideal gang' specifications to the 
government, which was as follows:^" 
An ideal gang: 
1. An elderly man capable of working 
2. His wife 
3. His grown up son 
4. Wife of 3 
5. Children of working age of 3 and 4 
6. Infants of 3 and 4 
7. Grown up daughter of 1 and 2 
509. Ibid. 
510. Ibid. 
511. Ibid, p. 118. 
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8. Husband of 7 
9. Children of working age of 7 and 8 
10. Infants of 7 and 8 
11. Brothers or sisters of 4 
12. Wives or husbands of 11 
13. Progeny of working age of 11 and 12. 
14. Infants of 11 and 12 
15. Brothers and sisters of 8 and their progeny and so on 
If the inmates ignored the rules of the settlement, then they punished with 
whipping. They got minimum wages for their labour. They were to spend 
time without warm clothes. Due to the cold whether the mortality rate 
among their babies became high. When women worked on the farm they 
carried their babies on their back and the infants became wet and fell 
ill.' Thus the inmates were facing lot of problems. 
The Administration and discipline of the Criminal Tribe 
Settlements was very stringent like jails. The inmates was to follow the 
strict rules of the settlements. They treated harshly in the settlements by 
the management. The police was using unlimited powers under the 
provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act. The police was encouraging the 
512. Ibid, p. 126. 
513. Ibid. 
514. Ibid. 
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system of extortion. The police had a sufficient power to send any 
member of a declared Criminal Tribes was to give extortion on the 
demand of police officials in order to get rid of apprehension.^'^ The 
Government and the Salvation Army gave much emphasis towards the 
reformation of the children. In these settlements the children lived 
separately from their parents. The boys and girls had a separate sleeping 
rooms in the settlements. The schools had been established for the 
children in the settlements. The schools were far removed from the 
accommodations of the parents. The children learnt reading, writing, 
singing of prayers and kymns, marching to music.^'^ They also got the 
training of carpentry, weaving, tinkering in the workshops of the 
settlements. The moral teaching was also given to the children. The 
Salvation Army had an opinion that in future the educated children would 
be the tutor of the criminal races.^ 
The government was getting many requests from the members of 
the Criminal Tribes that women, young children and old people should be 
• S I R 
exempted from the Criminal Tribes. Because under the provisions of 
the Criminal Tribes Act the women was to reported in the police station 
515. Ibid, p. 83. 
516. Ibid, p. 83. 
517. Ibid. 
518. Ibid. 
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at 11 pm and again at 3 am, in midnight.^'^ In south, one petition signed 
by 42 women sent to the government. Out of these 42 women, some were 
young girls of 10-14 years old. But according to the district magistrate 
women could not be exempted from the Criminal Tribes Act because they 
supported the criminals.^^° 
According to the British officials the reformation and preventive 
measures, which had been adopted by the British administrators against 
the criminal races, undoubtedly, in order to give justice to the honest 
S71 
portion of population, was necessary. These measures were essential 
until all habitual criminals were subjected to restrictive measures of an 
effective kind to exercise a surveillance over, and to keep under certain 
restraints, those classes which had been such and are from generation to 
generation addicted to criminal pursuits, as a means of livelihood. They 
advocated these settlement in this way that: in these settlements the 
children had trained up in the habits of industry and became good 
manufacturers; The British administration did not thereby throw a whole 
family on the world to steal or to starve, because the government knew 
that unless cared for, the children infallibly would be tried and followed 
the father's practices, and so it took care of the whole family; kept up the 
519. Ibid, p. 118. 
520. Ibid, p. 126. 
521. Ibid. 
522. Ibid. 
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humanizing and beneficial influence of family ties when freed from 
criminal influences, and no doubt did quite as much to suppress thuggee, 
if not more, by this care for the children, than was even effected by 
hanging or transportmg the parents. 
But the fact was that the members of the criminal races were 
suffering in these settlements especially children. Because they were 
liable to do forced labour in agricultural settlements or tea plants. The 
high mortality rates among infants had been raised due to some rigid 
policies of the British administrators. 
523. Ibid, p. 83. 
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Ctiapter-S 
Juvenik ^formatOTy - ^staSCisfiment and Its 
functions 
& m 
CHAPTER-5 
JUVENILE REFORMATORY - ESTABLISHMENT AND 
ITS FUNCTIONS 
A Juvenile Delinquent is a child who has not been able to regulate 
himself according to the society, and goes against the law.' He is now 
defined by law as a child, under eighteen years of age, who violates a 
law, to constitute an act of juvenile delinquency. Before the nineteenth 
century in India no separate legislation to deal with the Juvenile 
Delinquents was enacted. But in 1850 first All India enactment to deal 
with the Juvenile Delinquents was passed under British rule. The 
Apprentices Act XIX of 1850 was bound children (both boy and girl) as 
apprentices if they were convicted of petty offences, or if found 
destitutes, by trying magistrates. Then the protection was also provided 
1. Collier's Encyclopedia, Eleven, Twenty Volumes, 1956, P.F. Collier & Son 
Corporation, New York, p. 487. 
2. Reformatoiy Theory and Contemporary Peal Provisions, paper written by: 
Gopal Singh, BSL Ilnd, Symbosis Society Law College, Pune, Sources: 
http://www. Legalserviceindia.com/articlesreformator}'.htm. 
3. Government of India, Legislative Department: The Unrepealed General Acts 
of the Governor General in Council, from 1834 to 1867, Volume I, Third 
Edition, Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of Government, Printing India, 
1898, p. 64. 
4. The Apprentices Act No. XIX of 1850 declares that any child above the age of 
ten, and under the age of eighteen years may be bound apprentice by his or her 
father or guardian to learn any fit trade, craft or employment, for such term as 
is set forth in the contract of apprenticeship, not exceeding seven years, so that 
it be not prolonged beyond the time when such child shall be of the full age of 
twenty-one years, or in the case of a female, beyond the time of her marriage. 
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to the children under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code 1860, which 
exempted children from all criminal responsibility who was under the age 
of seven years.^ It also exempted children between the age of seven and 
twelve years, from all criminal responsibility, who was not attained the 
sufficient maturity of understanding to judge the nature and consequnces 
of their conduct.'' Upto the year of 1875 minority of males was, both by 
the custom of the country and by decisions of courts in accordance with 
•7 
such custom, taken to end with completion of the sixteenth year. During 
this period the theory of treatment of juvenile offenders with constant 
purpose of reforming them was realized by the British administrators in 
India like England and other European countries. And the necessity of the 
establishment of the Juvenile Reformatory in India was recognized by 
them. Then due to the efforts of the British administrators the Juvenile 
Reformatories were established in India and the Reformatory Schools Act 
The Apprentices Act No. XIX of 1850, concerning the binding of Apprentices, 
11"' April, 1850, Section 1, Ibid, p. 64. 
5. The Indian Penal Code 11850: Act XLV] Section 82 declares that Nothing is 
an offence which is done by a child under seven years of age; and Section 83 
declares that Nothing is an offence which is done b> a child above seven years 
of age and under twelve, who has not attained sufficient maturity of 
understanding to judge of the nature and consequences of his conduct on that 
occasion. The Indian Penal Code [I860: Act XLV], Chapter IV - General 
Exceptions, Sees. 82-88, Ibid, p. 258. 
6 Ibid. 
7. The management and working of Reformatory Schools, Home Department 
Proceedings, Jails-A, September 1899, Nos. 10-17, p. 21, National Archives of 
India (hereinafter NAI). 
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1876, which modified in 1897, was enacted for the protection and care of 
juvenile offenders in India. 
The usual term which is being used for an offensive child under 
g 
seven years of age is neglected or dependent. The children of criminal 
mind usually find guilty in crimes of thieving, Burglary, Larceny and 
even in heinous crime of rape and murder.^ The causes behind the 
criminal mind may be genetic and also depends on their living conditions 
and character forming.'° The childhood age plays a very important role in 
the life of a person because in this age child's character developed. And 
development of child's character basically depends upto that atmosphere 
which is given to child by parents. During the Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Centuries in Europe Philanthropists were trying to spread conscience 
about the treatment of juvenile offenders through law. They advocated 
that for all practical purposes human law should be associated with crime, 
not to avenge, but to prevent and to reform." They believed that the 
moral obligation of society and motive of punishment should be the 
refomiation of the offender. They had an opinion that a crime could be 
abolished from the society only through the reformation of the convict, 
8. Collier's Encyclopedia, Eleven, Twenty volumes, 1956, P.F. Collier & Son 
Corporation, New York, p. 487. 
9. Ibid. 
10. Ibid. 
11. Reformatory measures connected with the treatment of Criminals in India, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-B, January 1867, No. 41, p. 12, NAI. 
12. Ibid. 
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1 T 
especially juvenile offender. And on the basis of the philosophy of 
juvenile offender's reformation in 1788 a small school was started by a 
'Philanthropic society' in England for the reformation of vagrant and 
criminal boys. The necessity for the establishment of Juvenile 
Reformatory was firstly felt in England in the nineteenth century, when a 
select committee of the House of Lords in 1847 reported: "That the 
contamination of jail, as jails are usually managed, may often prove fatal 
and must always be hurtful to boys committed for a first offence and thus 
for very trifling acts they may become trained to the worst of crime, is 
clear enough."'^ Some resolutions with a motive of the better treatment of 
those children, who due to the negligency or extreme poverty of their 
parents must be grown up without education and became criminals, had 
been passed in a conference of 1851 at Birmingham. Provisions were 
made in the resolution for the foundation of three types of schools - the 
day schools. Industrial feeding schools, with compulsory attendance, 
penal reformatory schools. Another committee of the House of 
commons in 1852-53 adopted some (18) eighteen resolutions regarding 
the establishment of juvenile reformatory in England. It gave its opinion 
that steps should be taken to improve the conditions of vagrant, destitute. 
13. Ibid. 
14. Ibid, p. 92. 
15. Ibid, p. 95. 
16. Ibid, p. 97. 
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neglected juveniles, who were becoming criminals in large proportion in 
England. The committee criticized the common jails for the reformation 
of young children, and suggested that children when guilty of crime 
should be treated in a manner different from the ordinary punishment of 
I 7 
adult criminals. This committee suggested that systematic alphabetical 
education and industrial education should have been provided to juvenile 
offenders on their first minor offence rather than to punish them with 
adult criminals. Like private reformatories which were running 
successfully, Penal Reformatory should be established under the 
inspection of government for the detention and correction of criminal 
children till the age of 16. Penal Reformatory should be supported 
financially for the care and maintenance of criminal children partially by 
local rates and partially by contributions from the state.' The British 
Parliament passed Youthful Offenders Act in 1854. Act was entitled as 
"an act for the better care and reformation of youthful offenders in Great 
Britain." It gave courts power to commit children to reformatories and 
provided financial support for them, on the conditions that the 
reformatories were approved by government inspectors. By this Act 
Judicial Officer who sentenced a juvenile offender under sixteen years of 
17. Ibid, pp. 98-99. 
18. Ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
20. Ibid, p. 99. 
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age, for any offence, to fourteen or more than fourteen days 
imprisonment was empowered also "in addition to the sentence then and 
there passed as a punishment for his offence, to direct such offender to be 
sent at the expiration of his sentence to some one of the aforesaid 
reformatory schools to be named in such direction, the directors or 
managers of which shall be willing to receive him, and to be there 
detained for a period not less than two years and not exceeding five years, 
and such offender shall be liable to be detained pursuant to such 
direction". In 1857, Industrial Schools Act was passed, "to promote the 
establishment and extension of reformatory schools in England." This 
Act empowered magistrates to commit to industrial schools to vagrant 
children and young persons, those said by their parents to be incorrigible 
and also children under twelve also were convicted of criminal offences. 
By this Act the British government had also recognized the necessity of 
some test being applied to offenders prior to their released to know about 
their reformation in real sense. The Industrial Schools Act 1857 says; 
"It shall be lawful for the managers of any reformatory school, previous 
to making application for the discharge of any juvenile offender 
committed to such school, to place such offender on trial with some 
person, to be named in the license hereinafter, most willing to receive and 
21. Ibid. 
22. Ibid, p. 100, 
23. Ibid, pp. 100-101. 
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take charge of him; and to grant to such offender a Hcense under their 
hands or the hand of any one of them to reside with such person for any 
term not exceeding thirty days unless sooner called upon by the said 
manager to return to the said school; and to require such offender to 
return to the said school at any time during the same; and such managers 
shall being back such offender to the said school at the expiration of the 
said term, provided that such offender shall not have been previously 
discharged from the school by order of the Secretary of state; and any 
offender who shall abscond from such person during such term, or shall 
refuse to return to the reformatory school at the end of such term or 
before the end of the time, when so required, shall be held to have 
absconded from the school and shall be liable to the penalties in that case 
made and provided. Provided always, that no such offender shall be so 
placed out before the expiration of one half of the term of detention to 
which he was originally sentenced." '^* Mr. Hill, the recorder of 
Birmingham, in his charge to the grand jury in October 1859, observed on 
the subject of reformation of juvenile offender: "The establishment of 
reformatory schools, I am happy to say, has been eminently successful, a 
result which is now universally acknowledged; indeed, a long time has 
elapsed since I had a dissentient voice. I antended the weak before last a 
24. Ibid, p. 101. 
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meeting for the promotion of social science at Bradford in Yorkshire, at 
which I had the happiness of meeting many trustworthy persons, well 
qualified to speak to this success by their practical knowledge. Some 
were magistrates, other managers of reformatory schools, others again 
were Governors of prisons, all corroborated by their testimony the 
success which I have claimed for the operation of reformatory schools. 
"Mr. Baker has labored at his reformatory with untiring zeal for 
many years, and is a high authority on the treatment of juvenile criminals. 
He, gentlemen, attributes the effectiveness of reformatory schools to the 
abstraction of the young leaders of the gang. Withdrawn from the haunts 
of crime, and placed under wholesome discipline, they have neither time 
nor opportunity for spreading moral contagion. I use that term advisedly 
gentlemen, because I believe crime to be as infectious as any of the 
physical maladies to which our frames are liable; and therefore, if at the 
close of the probation it were found that no youths had been reformed, it 
would still (however lamentable the fact) remain unproved that 
reformatory schools had failed of all good effect. For the mere fact of 
keeping inmates for a long time out of the arena of youths with whom 
they would form acquaintance, and to whom they could hold out 
irresistible temptations. But thank God there is no necessity to place the 
benefits of reformatory schools on so law footing. The inmates are indeed 
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reformed to an extent, and in numbers for withdrawal of juvenile 
offenders will in the course of time act powerfully in diminishing the 
number of the adult members of the criminal class by withholding 
securities."^^ 
So the Juvenile Reformatories in Europe were getting success in its 
object. And these institutions were gaining popularity in the society. 
In India like England the British administrators in the nineteenth 
century recognized the theory of the treatment of the juvenile offenders 
with constant purpose of reforming them. But the idea of the 
establishment of Juvenile Reformatory was firstly adopted in India by a 
benevolent man named Dr. Buist. He opened a Ragged School in 1843 
at Sewree in Bombay for destitute orphans and vagrant children. This 
institution was running by the support of private contributions. His 
motive behind the fomiation of this school was not only to provide shelter 
and food for Orphans and vagrants but also to give them some knowledge 
of trade, which might be helpful to them after their release to earn an 
honest livelihood. In 1850 a 2" class Engineer on the Sesostris was 
employed as Superintendent and Instructor in the school by the Court of 
25. Ibid, pp. 101-102 
26. Report of the history and working of the David Sasson Industrial and 
Reformatory Institution at Bombay, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-
A, 1868, No. 40/41, NAI. 
27. Dr. Buist found that about 200 to 300 boys were apprehended by the Police in 
Bombay. Ibid. 
364 
Directors. For the maintenance of this school Rs. 5,000 had been given by 
' JO 
the Government. After few years when the school was going through 
the financial crisis, the sons of the late Mr. David Sasson, a highly 
respectable Jewish Merchant in Bombay sent a letter to the institution on 
27* March 1857.^^ They gave a proposal for the financial assistance to 
the school on few conditions. They wanted to convert their house and 
premises in the Reformatory institufion which was situated in their Nafive 
town near the Churam-Kiln. According to them the government should 
be contributed towards the school an armual amount equal to the interest 
allowed on the deposit of Rs. 30,000. An engineer either should be 
appointed by the Government or should be paid the salary of an engineer. 
Workshops of the school should be closed on Saturday. Institution should 
be placed under Government inspection. And it was to be designated after 
T 1 
the name of late Mr. David Sasson. 
28. The motive of the school was to reform those juvenile delinquents who 
apprehended by the Police, and to encourage apprenticeship amongst the 
working classes. Ibid. 
29. Ibid. 
30. Ibid. 
31. On the 15* May 1857 the Messers Sasson wrote to the Government that: "We 
wish to cvonvey to Govt, the house and ground for the purposes of the 
Reformatory Institution, and do not contemplate hereafter retaining any 
dominion over the property. 
In like manner we propose and are ready to make over permanently to 
Government a sum of Rs. 30,000, the interest at which at the highest rate 
allowable we wish to be appropriated by Government towards the support of 
the inmates of the institutions. 
"We are prepared to execute the deeds of conveyance to the above effect, as 
soon as they are drawn up by the Government Solicitor." Ibid. 
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The Government of Bombay accepted all their conditions. And on 
the 4"" September 1857 the Messrs Sasson had deposited Rs. 30,000 into 
the Government Treasury. And then the school of Industry was 
reorganized as Government Institution under the denomination of The 
David Sasson Industrial and Reformatory Institution. The management of 
the school had started to get Rs. 425 monthly.^' Rs. 1,587-4 was also 
sanctioned by the Government for the liquidation of the school's previous 
debts. Superintendent of the school was getting Rs. 175 per month. Two 
paid instructors were appointed with the superintendent. After some 
repairing and alterations school was transferred in new building. When 
the Sasson Industrial School was started, then only the industrial training 
of Carpentry was giving to the boys. After few months in November 1857 
the Industrial Smithery and carpentry was started.^ "^  Gradually the 
industrial institution of Pottery, Moulding in Brass, Spinning and 
Weaving were running in Sasson Reformatory. In 1862 a painting branch 
had also been started. Perambulators, Mea and fruit safes, Garden seats 
and Benches, Children's cots, clothes' racks, Camp stools. Gardener's 
trowels. Forks, Hooks, Garden Hoes, Rakes, Small Shovels for 
32. Ibid. 
33. Interest at 5 percent on Rs. 30,000 ... was Rs. 125 per month, Government 
contribution was Rs. 125 per month, Government contribution as salary of 
Superintendent was Rs. 175 per month. Ibid. 
34. Those boys who could not learn carpentry or smithery due to their early age or 
other reasons, the arrangements for other trades for instance tailoring by the 
aid of elder boys were made. Ibid. 
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transplanting flower roots, Hinges, Brass and Iron, for boxes and 
Shutters, these are the articles made by the school's boys. The teaching 
education of reading, writing and arithmetic was imparting among the 
boys. The reports of 1859-60 and 1861-62 of the Sasson Reformatory 
School showed that the boys were making progress in mechanical trades 
and institution was running successfully. These were following remarks 
in the report of the institution for 1859-60. 
"There is a very marked improvement in the style and description 
of the work tumed out by the boys of each class. The evidence 
which this fact affords of the increased proficiency in the exercise 
of their several handicrafts, is of the most satisfactory kind. 
Evidence is also not wanting of the development among such as 
have been for some time under training of habits of steadiness to 
work, and even of a love of labor." 
In the report of the institution for 1861-62, the following testimony was 
been recorded in favour of this Reformatory school, that "the industrial 
training of the boys continues to be attended with success. Little difficulty 
is now experienced in obtaining remunerative employment for discharged 
35. Ibid. 
36. Ibid. 
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apprentices in the trades to which they have been trained. The chief 
occupation of the workshops is at present, carriage-building". 
The management of the institution was facing the problem in 
finding out employment for the boys. Thus the advertisements were 
issued timely in the Government Gazette inviting heads of Department to 
TO 
apply to the institution far the services of qualified artisans. 
The following data shows the amount which was received by the Sasson 
TQ 
Reformatory institution by different sources from the year of 1860 to 1868. 
37. Ibid. 
38. In 1867 the Government of Bombay gave order that juvenile convicts, who 
became trained artisans of the reformatory might be employed in the Dock-
yard and Barrack Departments and other Government establishments. Ibid. 
39. Ibid. 
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Those boys who were apprenticed to the school by their parents or 
guardians, under the provisions of Act XIX of 1850, were paid an 
allowance by their parents for the maintenance of the boys.'*' 11 boys 
were sent in 1861 to the school by the Magistrate. But the Secretary to the 
managing committee sent back all those 11 boys to the Senior Magistrate 
of Police because the number of boys was in excess of the limit 
prescribed for admission in the Resolution on the request of the 
Magistrate the Government of Bombay had sanctioned the grant of 
maintenance allowance for the 11 boys."*^  And Government of Bombay 
passed an order that all the convicted juvenile offenders in the Sasson 
Reformatory School should be clothed and fed to the expense of the 
Government in future. Elementary teaching of Murathi and Guzerathi was 
giving to the boys one day in the week.'^ ^ The following data shows the 
particulars regarding the number of boys admitted and discharged from 
the time of re-organization of the institution to the close of 1867-1868.'^ '^  
41. Ibid. 
42. Ibid. 
43. The Government of Bombay admitted that the boy's conduct became good 
generally under the defined and judicious supervision. 
44. Ibid. 
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Years 
1858-59 
1959-60 
1860-61 
1861-62 
1862-63 
1863-64 
1864-65 
1865-66 
1866-67 
1867-68 
Number of 
boys at the 
opening of 
the year 
42 
43 
56 
74 
82 
79 
62 
48 
50 
71 
Number of 
boys sent 
by the 
Magistrate 
of Police 
During the 
year 
17 
25 
43 
20 
11 
8 
5 
7 
30 
19 
Re-captured 
Boys 
8 
1 
Number of 
Boys 
apprenticed 
by private 
persons 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
5 
2 
Number of 
boys sent 
from the 
Moffiissil 
6 
2 
Total 
62 
77 
101 
103 
97 
88 
69 
58 
85 
92 
Number of 
Boys 
discharged 
and 
absconded 
&C. 
19 
21 
27 
21 
18 
26 
21 
8 
14 
30 
Number of 
Boys 
Remaining 
in the 
school at 
the close of 
the year 
43 
56 
74 
82 
79 
62 
48 
71 
62 
The necessity of providing tiie separate cells for the juvenile 
convicts within the limits of jails was firstly recognized by S. Lynch, 
Superintendent of the Bengal Presidency Jail. And the First step was 
taken by him towards this direction in February 1866, when some Native 
Juvenile Delinquents were placed by him in a separate accommodation in 
Bengal Presidency Jail.'*^  
45. Memorandum From S. Lynch, Esquire M.D., Superintendent of the Presidency 
Jail, No. 316, dated the 22"'' October 1867, No. 102; "EstabUshment of 
juvenile reformatories," Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, August 29, 
1868, Nos. 32-37, National Archives of India (hereinafter NAI). 
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From February 1866 to October 1867, 91 juvenile convicts of all 
classes were gone through the juvenile ward.'^ *' An adult Native Criminal, 
who was known for his good conduct in jail, was appointed as the 
supervisor of all these juvenile convicts. The labor v/ork of 10 hours was 
compulsory for all juvenile convicts in jail.'^ '' Every juvenile convict lived 
m a separate cell at night. A lamp for the reading and writing till 8 p.m. 
was provided for all juvenile convicts. Elementary education of Bengalee 
alphabet, spelling and numeration & C. was giving to the juvenile 
delinquents by the ward Master during the intervals of labor and at 
night. Some juvenile delinquents due to the caste problem showed their 
unwillingness in the learning of some trade like Basket - making and 
cane-work in the jail. From February 1866 to October 1867, out of 91 
juveniles, 13 juvenile convicts were suffered from sickness and admitted 
into hospital. No death occurred. Out of 91 juvenile delinquents, 11 were 
convicted and sent back to jail. Out of 11 juvenile delinquents, 5 were 
46. The David Sasson Industrial and Reformatory Institution was basically 
running by private financial aid and was a private institution. But the effort 
was made for the separation of Juvenile Delinquents from the Adult convicts, 
by some British administrator S. Lynch on his own in this time. He started to 
keep separate Native Juvenile Delinquents in a European ward, which became 
empty due to the decreasing members of European Criminals. Ibid. 
47. The juvenile convicts were employed in those kind of labor tasks, which 
would be beneficial for them even outside the Jail. Ibid. 
48. When the separate accommodation was provided to the juvenile convicts by 
Superintendent, he faced the frequent problem of boys' laziness and 
negligency of rules. But when they started to get education once there was a 
remarkable improvement in their behaviour. Ibid. 
49. Ibid. 
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convicted three times and 6 juvenile delinquents were convicted twice.^° 
These juvenile delinquents admitted that due to the lack of support 
outside the jail they again indulged in crime. This experiment of Dr. 
Lynch was a successful scheme.^' F.J. Mout, Inspector General of Jails, 
Lower Provinces, noticed the successful measures which had been 
adopted by Dr. Lynch and suggested to the Government that Juvenile 
offenders should be separated from the adult prisoners in each central jail 
on large scale. In the juvenile wards boys should be educated and 
instructed in hand labor. The teaching of handicrafts should be regulated 
through the well-qualified and well-paid Native warder. Even he wanted 
to follow the agricultural schemes of Red Hill, Mettray and like other 
agricultural reformatories of France and England in juvenile wards of 
central jail. In the reformatories of France and England juvenile 
delinquents got engage in field labor during the season at which the 
cultivation of the soil was practicable. They learnt the preparation of the 
soil, sowing of the seed and the storing of the harvest. In winter season 
50. Some juvenile convicts were belonged to an organized band of young thieves, 
who made their expeditions between Calcutta and Howrah. Ibid. 
51. 
52. F.J. Mout found that the boys became experts in the work of small handicrafts. 
They also made progress in reading and writing, F.J. Mout, M.D., to H.L. 
Dampier, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, No. 
4040, dated Alipore, the 25the October 1867, "Establishment of Juvenile 
reformatories", Judicial-A, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-A, August 
29, I868,Nos. 32-37,p. 9,NAI. 
53. Ibid. 
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juvenile delinquents learnt handicrafts skills in Europe.^ "^  So he gave his 
opinion that a small juvenile ward outside the walls of the jail should be 
attached to each central jail. The juvenile ward should be a compound of 
school and workshop. In the juvenile wards juvenile delinquents should 
be employed in agricultural labor and Handicrafts according to the 
seasons. All the juvenile delinquents should made capable to earn an 
honest livelihood after their release. According to him so long as 93 
percent of all criminals were unable to read and write and by the 
vernacular education the crime could be prevented in India.^ ^ His 
proposal of the establishment of juvenile ward in each central jail of 
lower provinces was approved by the Government in 1868 with few 
instructions. According to the government any system of reformation 
should be based on 
a) Cellular system 
b) Education institutions 
en 
c) labor training. 
54. Ibid. 
55. Ibid. 
56. A. Mackenzie, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal to F.J. 
Mouat, Esquire, M.D., Inspector General of Jails, Lower Provinces, No. 25, 
dated the Z'"* January 1868, "Establishment of juvenile reformatories", H.D.P., 
Judicial-A, August 29, 1868, Nos. 32-37, p. 8, National Archives of India 
(hereafter NAI). 
57. Ibid. 
375 
This system had ah'eady been adopted by Dr. Lynch in Presidency jail. 
Juvenile Delinquents should be kept separate from each other to prevent 
immoral relations. The training of Carpentry, Handicrafts, Weaving, 
Knitting Towels, Spinning etc. should be given to juvenile delinquents.^^ 
The hours of labor in the juvenile ward should not have been more than 
six hours. Teaching of reading, writing and arithmetic should be given 
three hours in the morning.^^ Thus separate cells were provided to 
juvenile convicts in each central jail of lower provinces. 
From this year the British administrators of other states showed 
their interest in the establishment of separate cells for juvenile convicts 
within the jails. C.G. Weine, Inspector General of Prisons, Bombay 
Presidency in January 1868 suggested some rules to the Government of 
Bombay regarding the discipline and reformation of the juvenile 
prisoners confined in district jails.^ '^  He gave his opinion that a separate 
cell with an enclosure should be provided to juvenile convicts in every 
jail. The jailor or chief warder should be visited and communicated with 
each juvenile prisoner in his cell occasionally during the day. Juvenile 
58. Ibid, pp. 8-9. 
59. Ibid. 
60. C.G. Wiehe, M.D., Inspector General of Prisons, Bombay to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bombay, Judicial Department, No. 162, Poona, the 15' 
January 1868, "Establishment of Juvenile reformatories," Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial-A, August 29, 1868, Nos. 72-73, p. 17, NAI. 
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convicts should not be permitted to talk to each other.^' Their food should 
be prepared by the convict cooks. Food should be served in their separate 
cells. Each juvenile convict should be worked in his cell and the quantity 
of work should be prescribed by the medical officer according to his age 
and physical fitness. The boys should be employed in the work of 
Grinding flour, Paper-polishing, Printing, Book-binding, Weaving, 
Cleaning flore, Cleaning Wool, Shoe-making, Tape-making, Rope-
making, Leather work of kinds. Cloth-printing, Dyeing, Tailoring, Cane-
work, Basket-making. Each juvenile convict should be sent to out-door 
work for two hours daily under the supervision of trust-worthy warder.^^ 
Juvenile convicts should be attended school for three hours to 
reading, writing and arithmetic. Every juvenile convicts should be lived 
in his cell in complete separation. 
These proposed rules of Inspector General of Prisons regarding the 
management of juvenile convicts were approved by the Government of 
Bombay in February 1868. 
During the period of 1866 to 1867 many proposals regarding the 
establishment of Juvenile Reformatories in India for the protection or 
61. Ibid. 
62. Ibid. 
63. Ibid. 
64. Ibid. 
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reformation of juvenile convicts were sent by the local governments to 
the Supreme Government. But Supreme Government was not in favour of 
these kinds of establishments in India, and gave its final order against this 
scheme.''^ Because Supreme Government was an opinion that the number 
of juvenile convicts, who came before the Criminal courts in India was 
not large. And it was costly, inconvenient and unpopular to establish 
juvenile reformatories for small numbers of juvenile convicts. The Indian 
Jail Committee in 1864 established the principle that removal to a 
different climate and to a distance from their homes was a serious cause 
of sickness and mortality among prisoners in India.^ ^ On this basis also 
the Supreme Government concluded that it would be unpleasant and 
objectionable for juvenile convicts to send them in different climate. 
According to the Supreme Government even it was not possible to 
impart moral and religious teaching among the juvenile convicts in the 
Juvenile Reformatory. Because these kinds of teachings were being liable 
65. From E.G. Bayley, Secretary to the Government of India to the Secretary to 
the Government of Fort St. George, No. 2332, dated Simla, the 16* July 1867, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial A, July 1867, NO. 39, p. 7, NAI. 
66. The Supreme Court admitted that a Central Jail of any Province required 
heavy number of boys due to large accommodation in Central Jail. But the 
juvenile convicts in India were in small numbers. And it was tough to bring 
enough boys to fill a central jail. Ibid. 
67. The Supreme Government was not in favour of the transportation of juvenile 
convicts to another place because juvenile convicts became separated from 
their family and friends, which was a major reason for the sickness and loss of 
life on large scale of prisoners in India, Ibid. 
378 
to gross abuses. On these basis the Central Government decided before 
July 1867 that it would be unwise to establish Separate Juvenile 
Reformatories in India. But on the other hand the Supreme Government 
directed to all local governments that the separation between juvenile 
convicts and the rest of the prisoners should be made in the jails of India 
as complete as possible.^^ And attempts should be made to instruct and 
reform the young criminals by means of judicious discipline and 
education.^° 
But even after these orders of the Supreme Government again this 
matter of the establishment of Juvenile Reformatory was raised by the 
Madras Government in 1868. When this government had showed its 
interest in the establishment of Criminal Reformatory at a short distance 
from the town of Madras, with the accommodation of not more than 40 
inmates. This Criminal reformatory involved a monthly charge of about 
Rupees 700.^ ^ Inspector General of Jails from OOTACAMOND had sent 
a data regarding the number of Juvenile convicts in the jails of the 
Madras Presidency during each month from 1^^ January 1866 to 30' June 
68. Ibid. 
69. Ibid, p. 8. 
70. Ibid. 
71. R.S. Ellis, C.B., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George to E.C. 
Bayley, Secretary to the Government of India, No. 121, dated the 24'*' January 
1868, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial-A, July 1867, No. 39, p. 7, 
NAI. 
72. Ibid. 
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1867, the number of Juvenile Convicts between 15* April and 15^  July 
1867 - on the demand of Madras Government. 
These were as follows: 
73. From the Inspector General of Jails to the Acting Chief Secretary to the 
jovernment of 
1867, Ibid, p. 8. 
Gover Fort St. George, No. 84, dated Ootacamund, the 15"' August 
380 
3 
O 
o 
00 
c 
03 
o 
o 
3 
o 
C 
a 
C3 
I) 
-t-> 
o 
1—5 
4:; 
-t-> 
o 
> 
O 
U 
CD 
> 
o 
d) 
3 
00 
00 
< 
00 
a 
C3 
0 0 
(U 
0 0 
1—1 
13 
0 
C/5 
0 
en 
0 
13 
0 
0 
1/3 
0 
ffl 
13 
0 
H 
5 
0 
13 
0 
H 
in 
0 
0 
2 : : —" I -^ MS (N m J -^ m 
( N i j : : : , — i j r * - ^ , - , : : : 
J2l; : ; --H ; : vo ON CN j ^ ^ 
2^ • • • • • ' ^ 2 ; rn : '• ^ 
(N m — • • • 
^ ^ n ^ - -"^ 
^ : : : : ^ r-- ^ rn m •' vo 
^ 1 1 1 i ' - ^ r - - i ^ ( N m i I ' O 
^ r - i £ ^ m ^ i ( N ' 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ^ i—i 1 1 1 1 
^ 1 1 1 1 1 r~ 1 ^ (N| --H 1 ( N ^ 
S - - l ? i S ^ 3 <u = 3 ^ : 3 ^ < u ^ 3 
00 
CO 
X5 
^ 
r-
«D 
^ 00 
^^  
C/3 
3 
OB 
3 
< 
•vD 
"sD 
00 
^ 
_>^  
^ ~ J 
^ 
MO 
00 
' ' 
• o 
O 
00 
' ' 
C3 
S 
c« 
cC 
O 
H 
CO 
r^  
C/3 
o 
o 
C/3 
;^  
o 
!Z! 
o 
CQ 
03 
-*—• O 
H 
CO 
t -
o 
c/1 
> 1 
o 
CQ 
C3 
o 
H 
CO 
;-( 
o 
CO 
O 
DQ 
r^ ^ " 
^ (N 
m • _ 
^ ^ ^ 
.—1 .—1 
^ ^ ^ 
^ - 1 , - ^ 
r-~ : ^ 
r^  : ^ 
o 5 § 
G cd C 
-ill c^  cC 
CQ > P^  
<N : 
(N 1 
m ; 
'^ : 
(N • 
(N 
-^ o 
S 0 
(N 
(N 
T7 
C 
O 
CO 
CO 
C^  
en 
m 
m 
rn 
m 
m 
>n 
i n 
u o 
z ;^  
^ ^ ; 
m - - I 
^ ^ : 
.—1 I—1 
^ ^ : 
^ ^ : 
. ^^  
m ^ : 
2 ^ ; 
m ^ 
t ^ CN 
:z; T3 .rt 
D 3 j:3 
CQ U U > 
m 0^ 
ro ON 
r<-i ON 
r<-) ON 
m r~ 
r*-, r~-
—< l O 
T~H yn 
u 
13 (U 
4= =S 
u u 
OO 
r<-i 
IS 
t n 
00 
g 
o 
I) 
Q 
00 
t^ 
a 
> 
o 
00 
o 
+-• 
O 
00 
u 
B 
a 
C/3 
^ - 2 
o 
1/1 
o 
C/5 
o 
o 
a 
CO 
>-. 
O 
CQ 
"3 
o 
>^ 
o 
CQ 
"3 
o 
H 
c/5 
O 
in 
>^ 
O 
CQ 
^ r n C M ] r — ^ : ^ < N r O r M ^ 
'. c-i : : ^ : : ^ rt : ^ J 
; : ^ ^ r M : : ^ : ^ - ^ r n - H r t 
\ 0 ' - ^ ( N : ' - ' ^ : 2 ^ < ^ ^ : ^ 
: - : i - : • ; - - ; ; ; 
^ j (N : : ^ : 2^ <^ '^ : ^ 
° ^ ( N r ' - i : ' - ' < ^ ' : C N J ' ^ : ( N i n 
^ CNI : : : : : 1/1 ^ : : 
^ :' m : ^ <^ : I ^ <N : n i r i 
^ 1 (N '• en en 2 (N : Cxl " ^ 
C s^ C 1^ 
ffl>c^Sapi^^muu>uu 
CO 
0 0 
Cu 
2 
r--
sO 
oo 
^^  
_^  
"CH 
& 
< 
r^  
^ OC' 
-CI 
c« 
5: 
r-
^2 
00 
'—' 
;>^  S-H 
J3 
u^  
0 0 
^ 
;3 
IJ3 
1—5 
Ol 
13 
o 
t—( 
C/2 
—^  } - H 
O 
o 
m 
15 
o 
H 
tfi 
^ O 
C/5 
o 
OQ 
"3 
o 
H 
C/3 
—^  
^ 
o 
75 
o 
m 
13 
o 
H 
in 
O 
O 
03 
-^ 
^ 
(N 
(N 
(N 
(N 
I ^ 
r-
u 
o 
a 
c 
1 > 
m 
--
(N 
(N 
ro 
(N 
r - l 
a 
C3 
OX) 
03 
> 
r j 
rM 
(N 
(N 
(N 
(N 
(N 
(N 
^ 
1 1 
-
^ 
'—' "-^  
^ ^ 
m 
! '"' 
: <^  
•A 
T3 
o i i 
O (U 
0 ft^ 
rn -- 3i "' <^  
• ; f"^ ; ; 
rO T-^  ; i ^ --< ON 
(N ^ 2 ^ 0> 
rsj ^ ; ^ — ON 
^ T-H ^ CN] m 
; ; m ; ; 
Ti- ^ 2 <^  <^  
•^ ^ ;^ ^ (N 
Ti- ^ ;z| — (N 
(u o >, 9* o (u 
^ o fa 43 o t; 
^ >-< ;z3 "d ."J^  " (D r i (U 3 -G <U 
^ ^ CO U U > 
(N - -
(N (N 
(N (N 
(N (N 
(N ^ 
^ H 
(N m 
f^i ^ 
1 1 T - H 
r^  m 
;-• 
•3 (U 
U U 
0 0 
-o 3 
t ^ 
r-
0 0 
C53 
O v ^ ^ ^ — C> (N (N 
1 ^ 
0 0 
c O 
,_ , ^_ IT) ^ ^ ON (N CM 
[/I 
>-^  
O 
CQ 
rn >n ^ 2 -^ ON OJ 
KS 
(N ^ ^ ^ ^ 0 0 fN 
0 0 
03 a 
(N 
c/1 
O <N --< 0 0 (N — 
•3 
O 
• rt CO 
1^. r^ 
k-l 
n 
o 
c 
:3 
03 
•a 
o 
o 
CO 
3 
(IJ 
1) 
, 1 
O 
O 
3 
> 1 
(U 
n 
a 
u 
3 
;-< 
O 
O 
J= 
OJ 
(U 
3 
£ - 1 , 
<u 
XI 
CU 
n 
•-3 
13 
C Q > p : i S 0 P i : Z ^ m U U > U O 
•-0 
oo 
o 
0 0 
)-4 
< 
o 
o m 
00 
o 
o 
O 
m 
C/5 
O 
CQ 
0 0 
o 
H 
CO 
tin 
O 
>^ 
O 
ffl 
03 
O (N 
ITS 
O (N 
o" o 
a. 
o 
a 
o 
H 
-a 
> B 
• S o Cti (U 
o 
03 
u 
H U O H U 
'5b 
G _ 
^ 15 
a 
o 
c;5 u 
§ 
a 
o 
o 
O O O c« 
OH 
0 0 
ON 
00 
• t — ' in 
3 
< 
00 
CD 
c 
3 
00 
Ol 
^ 
C3 
O 
O 
in 
O 
13 
o 
O 
O 
CQ 
15 
o 
H 
1/1 
O 
>. 
O 
CQ 
"5 
o 
H 
0 
in 
O 
m 
1 r^ [ --^  j j i n t~~ 
: ro ; '-^ ; ; ITi r-~ 
in j ^ • ^ in m 
; i n ; ; j r-< i n r<^ 
i in ; ; ; Tf m (N 
; i n ; ; ;' ^ C^ (N 
^^ i n ; ; : "^ ' ^ : 
^^ in ; j : <^ ' ^ : 
S § - J : S 5 . S O (^13 S , 2 l 3 o o 5 0 a 
0 0 
IS 
OS 
o 
00 
00 
a 
o 
Q 
00 
;-. 
<U 
£ 
> 
o 
2: 
OrO 
s 
o 
+-• (J 
O 
00 
s 
a, 
o 
[/I 
O 
>. 
O 
pa 
"3 
• * — • 
o 
H 
C/5 
O 
o 
CQ 
13 
o 
C/5 
o 
C/3 
o 
CQ 
13 
o 
H 
CO 
O 
(A 
o 
m 
^^ n- '-H •; T-i rn -xt" oo 
: -- : : : : : : 
^^ ro ,_ : T-H rn - ^ 0 0 
^ ON r<-i ;" (N r^ ^ S 
; rn —H ] j : : 
^ ^ <N j (N m ^ 2 
•^ 00 j 1 ] ^ (N ^ r^  
: '^ : : : : : : 
•-< ^>^ '; : ': ^ ( N ^ t~--
-• in ;' ; : '^ cn a\ 
i " - i l l I l l s l g | . iM :§^ i 
00 
00 
o 
00 
00 
'C n. 
< 
00 
.a 
o 
00 
a 
00 
C 
^ 1 
'a 
"3 
'o 
H 
c/5 
Id 
O 
O 
13 
o 
O 
5 
o 
o 
C/2 
o 
13 
+-> 
o 
C/5 
O 
O 
CQ 
CN ^ ^ (N -xl- - ^ 
; ': \ \ - - -
(N -— ^ (N r^ r*-) 
r<l -—1 ^^ r<-i ^ 0 0 
; : \ \ ; -
m 1—' y-^ <T\ ' ^ r~-
m "-^  m -—1 r'l ^ £^> 
r i "-^  ro -—1 m "^ ^ 
m r-^  (N —1 r^ t ^ ^ 
- ; ; ; ; ; : 
: ^ '^ (N —< m r^  ^ 
2 S - C H S . S O rtl3 rt^l3 o o 3 - 3 g 
ON 
00 
o 
-(—• 
o (N CM ^ —' 
00 
ID C O 
</3 
o CO (N 
o ( N --H m Tf (N 
00 
C3 O 
(N 
CO 
O 
m 
(N ^ rO 
I/) 
'3 C3 
O 
a o 
o 03 
> 
H H H 
o 
U 
13 
U 
>-. 
I: 
a 
H 
(1) 
o 
CI 
c3 u 
G 
re 
a 
C/3 
O 
.a 
o 
U 
T3 
a 
o 
O 
u 
"3 
o PL, 
n 
Xi 
a 
pL, 
"5 
00 
1 
00 
>. 
3 
OO 
C 
3 
0 0 
2 
00 
< 
00 
o 
a 
00 
2 
p-
00 
u 
3 
C 
o 
a 
o 
03 
15 
o 
H 
C/1 
a 
o 
03 
o 
C/1 
C/1 
o 
CD 
'a 
o 
a 
o 
03 
13 
o 
C/1 
5 
> 1 
o 
03 
13 
o 
h-
>> 
O 
03 
13 
o 
CO 
o 
00 
o 
03 
• • ^ 
r--
o 
r i 
• * 
( N 
i n 
^O 
t - -
i n 
ON 
<n 
»^  
I T ) 
« 
i n 
r-
o 
m 
^ 
ON 
0 0 
^ 
-* 
• * 
-
C I 
0 0 
--
r--
ON 
r o 
^ 
ON 
ON 
( N 
r'^ 
ON 
. 5 
c 
• t — ' 
'5 
O 
0 \ 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
C--
r-
o 
i n 
i n 
i n 
ON 
0 0 
NO 
0 0 
ON 
ON 
r-
>£) 
i n 
•^  
^ 
o 
i n 
•T3 _ . 
c iS 
a ^ 
00 
;>^  
3 
n 
00 
u 
x> 
S 
o 
Q 
0 0 
cu 
X> 
B 
> 
o 
Z 
NO 
NO 
OO 
u 
X i 
O 
o 
o 
^ OO 
GO 
NO 
NO 
0 0 
c/1 
3 
W) 
3 
< 
C3 
O 
i -
>^ 
O 
CD 
13 
o 
i-
C/1 
a 
C/5 
o 
CQ 
13 
• 4 - ' 
o 
H 
CO 
a 
(/3 
>^ 
o 
03 
13 
o 
H 
c/5 
o 
in 
O 
CQ 
c/5 
o 
03 
NO 
NO 
NO 
O 
NO 
o 
CNI 
NO 
0 0 
r\i 
NO 
NO 
o 
( N 
O N 
CNI 
ON 
S ' in 
O Os H 
<5 
en 
>^ 
o 
03 
t ^ 
0 0 
0 0 
13 
o 
ON 
'^  
i n 
NO 
0 0 
0 0 
ON 
-
0 0 
^ 
i n 
ON 
( N 
^ 
i n 
ON 
u 
.2 
c 
1> 
'c 
CL, 
i n 
00 
O 
i n 
00 
00 
0 0 
o 
0 0 
m 
1 ^ 
1 ^ 
o 
o 
o 
ON 
o 
fN | 
ON 
15 
+-» 
o H 
-a 
c 
a 
ON 
00 
c 
00 
2 
00 
< 
00 
u 
00 
2 
o 
C/1 
5 
o 
03 
"3 
o 
L- i 
o 
15 
o 
c/5 
a 
O 
CQ 
5 
o 
5 
O 
CD 
o 
H 
O 
o 
oa 
o 
r--
rn 
• * 
i n 
^ 
ON 
•o 
n 
^ 
i n 
i n 
i n 
00 
i n 
^ 
i n 
15 
o 
H 
^ 
r i 
r 1 
-* 
" 
(<-\ 
r-
(N 
m 
r--
(N 
in 
ON 
-
00 
. 2 
c 
' 5 
Q. 
i n 
o 
NO 
O 
i n 
NO 
NO 
i n 
00 
00 
^ 
r -
r-
ND 
NO 
r-
o 
NO 
15 
• ^ -
o H 
-a 
c 
n 
u^ 
O 
ON 
O o 
o 
o r-
NO O 
o 
1/5 
>. 
o 
m 
^ 
o 
)-l (\> X) 
S 3 
CJ 
u tJ) 
(S 
^^  (U 
> 
< 
Ol 
O 
u-i 
o 
^ 
m X> 
B 
:3 
Cl 
<i> 
CJ) 
& 
;-! (U 
> 
< 
p ^ 
"t 
- l - i 
O 
H 
CNI 
oc 
MO 
00 
c 
o 
m 
C 
00 
a 
P 
C 
. i-H 
c3 
- M 
CO 
'^ C O 
o 
C 
> 
I — s 
o 
£ 
3 
C 
QJ 
t>JO 
03 
u 
> 
-O C 
C3 
P 
3 
cd 
S 
o 
(L) ' ^ 
O •t-' 
OJ • -H 
" Q 
-*—' 
Q 
K 
S 1^  
Z u 
;-< 
> 
< 
^ •"!=! i^ 
Z "-^  13 
2 ^ o 
^ -2 £ 
C/5 
B 
> 
< 
(U 
a 
s 
B 
• I—1 
X 
2 
1/5 
^ 1 
ra IT) 
in 
o 
r/2 
o 
ffl 
75 
o 
C/3 
o 
a 
C/5 
O 
CO 
t/1 
o 
IZ) 
>% 
o 
t / ) 
-
1 — 1 
d 
ON 
^ 
0 0 
fU ;-. O 
S 
S-H 
u 
ffl 
i n 
(N 
^ 
(N 
-
-
00 
00 
d 
d 
( N 
-
!=1 
GO 
Ki 
N 
> 
<N 
m 
o 
-
d 
m 
a 
• * 
-
-
d 
d 
-
-
o 
o 
• 4 — > 
G 
3 
O 
-
-
d 
i n 
d 
-
r^ 
C O 
O 
"S 
1/5 
C/5 
u 
= 
0 0 
-
i n 
o 
d 
-
r-
13 
(N 
i n 
-
m 
m 
d 
-
o i 
-* 
r~-
(N 
'^ 
r^ 
ro" 
00 
m 
1 — 1 
\D 
O (N 
ON 
0 0 
^ o r;= ia -
H - Di S Oi 
-
(N 
O 
in 
-
(N 
OH 
O 
u 
en 
en 
00 
ON 
o 
o 
• * — • 
u > 
in 
-
(N 
O 
^ 
^ 
-
r^ 
c 
u 
U 
•a 
•si-
-
•n 
(N 
O 
in 
in 
(N 
ON 
o 
U 
O 
-
d 
?3 
rn 
(N 
r—* 
^ 
in 
d 
00 
f^ 
'O 
O 
¥ 
-
--
in 
q 
d 
d 
^ H 
(N 
(N 
00 
-
d 
m 
-T3 
o 
00 
> 
H 
in 
o 
o 
O 
in 
^ 
-
•* 
d 
u 
m 
m 
00 
in 
o 
ON 
o 
G 
U 
00 
1) 
-
^ 
o 
o 
00 
00 
rn 
-
t^ 
a 
Csl 
00 
-
':r 
o 
f-H 
o 
)-< 
o 
s 
o 
U 
^ 
• * 
a & 
u 
a 
o 
O 
a 
a 
m 
00 
en 
00 
00 
00 
(N 
00 
00 
00 
in 
a 
<U 
ON O N 00 
i n 
CDS 
00 
3 
IT) 
-a 
c 
a 
< 
o 
d 
C/5 
cd 
4:; 
• ( - > 
O 
cd 
•T3 
C 
o 
> 
c o 
o 
"2 
> 
o 
g 
p 
c 
H 
0 X, 
1 s 
0 
p 0 
3 ^ 
.2 
0 
£ 0 
0 ^ 
S 0 
3 0 
'3 
•S 
X) 
0 
H 
0 
c/5 
CQ 
1 3 
0 
1/2 
0 
0 
13 
0 
H 
1/2 
0 
0 
CQ 
13 
+-» 
0 
in 
0 
0 
CQ 
13 
0 
H 
0 
on 
0 
CQ 
(/I 
C^ l 
rJ 
(N 
(N 
(U 
0 a 
S 
CQ 
-
-
-
-
s 
IS 
& 
(DO 
133 
N 
> 
-
-
(N 
(N 
m 
r^ 
i 
3 
: 
" 
-
-
- -
0 
0 
CI 
a 
- -
-
m 
m 
^ 
-
m 
0 0 
-
r-
: 
: 
-
r—( 
-
- -
0 
E 
-
-
'^ 
(N 
(N 
i n 
(N 
1—1 
T—H 
CQ 
(N 
(N 
(N 
(N 
0 
-
-
-
-
-
^ 
m 
CO 
0 
0 
+-• +-• 
0 > 
on 
X) 
00 
ro 
ro 
m 
en 
=3 
a 
IS 
u 
ro 
(N 
-
m 
(N 
-
U 
(U 
cr 
-
-
(N 
(N 
rn 
en 
o 
H 
T—H 
--
-
-
ft 
O 
• T — 1 
H 
03 
S-i 
"S 
> 
H 
o 
o 
U 
-
-
-
-
o 
u 
r<-) 
ro 
m 
<m 
i: 
o 
H 
O 
U 
-
-
-
-
-
-
(N 
-
-
00 
en 
*o 
-
^ 
r~-
o 
S 
o 
U 
-
-
-
-
B 
(U 
C/5 
-
-
-
-
§ i 
O 
+-» o 
O 
rn 
T3 
o 
0 
• 4 — • 
OH 
(N 
(N 
en 
m 
ON 
-
00 
t ^ 
^ 
(N 
in 
00 
r<-) 
00 
'in 
O 
+-' 
o H 
-
-
r—( 
-
m 
--
^ 
r~-
^ 
en 
^ 
in 
ON 
C/2 
T3 
•t-i 
m 
m 
^ 
^ 
'^  
(N 
(N 
't 
t^ 
^ 
00 
ON 
00 
13 
o 
H 
•T3 
00 
ON 
11 
> 
o 
(L> 
O 
C 
OJ 
OJ 
C/) 
c 
i-> b 
> c3 
> (U 
cu o 
C 
(U 
GO 
"3 
Is 
o o 
.•^ c 
o o 
^ '^ 
a s 
03 
O 
H 
c/5 
o 
in 
O 
13 
o 
O 
O 
13 
+-* 
o H 
[/3 
I/l 
o 
(N 
(N 
o 
r^ 
m 
-
-
s 
t3 
> 
^-^ a 
13 
-
-
o 
o 
O 
1 
-
-
1—1 
o i 
>sO 
'O 
r--
(N 
IT) 
-
-
13 
03 
a 
(33 
3 
U 
(N 
(N 
--
-^ 
O 
O 
U 
(U 
> 
ON 
O N 
2 
in 
00 
& 
•S 1 
u U 
c 
— 
-
-
-
o 
a 
H 
"o 
O 
H 
S-H 
-a 
2 
-
-
> 
H 
eg 
^ 
o 
o 
U 
3 
U 
-
-
l-H 
O 
c 
U 1 
(N 
(N 
i n 
T — H 
^ 
0) 
o 
S 
O 
U 
<N 
(N 
13 
-
-
T3 
1 
o 
o 
O 
o o 
c o 
o 
Pi 
T3 
.S 
0 
-IT-* 
fin PL, 
^ 
-
rn 
-
-
-
i n 
en 
(N 
l O 
-
^ 
o 
Particulars of Age 86 
Above 7 years and under 9 years 
Above 9 years and under 11 years 
Above 11 years and under 13 years 
Above 13 years and under 15 years 
Above 15 years and under 16 years 
Total 
Males 
2 
15 
32 
28 
77 
Females 
2 
6 
3 
5 
2 
18 
Total 
2 
8 
18 
37 
30 
95 
Particulars of Sentence 87 
Under 1 month 
Above 1 month and under 6 months 
Above 6 months and under 1 year 
Above 1 year and under 2 years 
Above 2 years and under 4 years 
Above 4 years and under 7 years 
Males 
12 
31 
12 
11 
7 
2 
Females 
6 
8 
3 
1 
Total 
18 
39 
15 
12 
7 
2 
86. Ibid, p. 14. 
87. The Indian Penal Code XLV of 1860 declares (section 58 and 59) - In every 
case in which a sentence of transportation is passed the offender, until he is 
transported, shall be dealt with in the same manner as if sentence to rigorous 
imprisonment, and shall be held to have been undergoing his sentence of 
transportation during the term of his imprisonment, The Indian Penal Code 
[1860: Act XLV], Chapter III, of Punishments, Government of India, 
Legislative Department, The Unrepealed Genera! Acts of the Governor 
General in Council, From 1834 to 1867, both inclusive. Vol. I, Third Edition, 
Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing, India, 1898, p. 
251. 
Above 7 years and under 10 years 
Above 10 years and under 14 years 
*Life imprisonment 
Total 
1 
1 
77 18 
1 
1 
95 
* Sentenced to transportation. 
^^ The number of Juvenile convicts in the Subsidian/ Jails of the Madras 
-th th Presidency between 15 ^ April and 15 July 1867. 
Districts 
Ganjan 
Vizagapatan 
Godavery 
Kistna 
Nell ore 
Murnool 
Bellary 
Cuddapah 
North Arcot 
South Arcot 
Madras 
Salem 
Tanjore 
Trichinopoly 
Madura 
Tinnevelly 
Malabar 
Coimbatore 
South Canara 
Number in Jail 
Boys 
10 
12 
13 
4 
8 
2 
6 
Gids 
2 
Not 
Not 
;( 
a 
ii, 
Not 
ii. 
1 
Not 
ii. 
3 
Not 
u 
Total 
2 
received 
10 
received 
a 
C4 
a 
12 
13 
4 
received 
;c 
9 
Received 
ii, 
5 
6 
Received 
a 
Average number per 
Boys 
3.33 
4.00 
4.33 
1.33 
2.66 
0.66 
2.00 
mensem 
Gids 
0.66 
0.33 
1.00 
Total 
0.66 
3.33 
4.00 
4.33 
1.33 
2.99 
1.66 
2.00 
88. Ibid, p. 15. 
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On the basis of these statements sent by W.J. Wilson, Inspector -
General of Jails, Madras Government pointed out that in the first six 
months of 1867, number of sentences on juveniles were 567 and out of 
567 juvenile convicts, 188 juvenile convicts were punished with 
sentences of flogging. Government of Madras was not in favour of this 
punishment. Because according to this Government Whipping was a very 
inappropriate or brutalizing punishment towards juveniles and due to the 
cruelty or inefficiency of the penalties, which could inflicted by the law, 
many offences committed by children were not punished. Madras 
Government gave its opinion to the Central Government that every child 
who committed a criminal offence was a fit subject for a reformatory^* .^ 
Central Government had already gave its order against the establishment 
of Juvenile Reformatories in India. Because according to the Central 
Government the number of Juvenile offenders were small, the expense of 
construction was great. Juvenile offenders were removed from the 
influence and inspection of their relatives, unwillingness of juvenile 
offenders to a change of climate, in Juvenile Reformatory, moral and 
religious teaching could not be pursued as mentioned earlier. However, 
Madras Government was in favour of the establishment of Juvenile 
89. From the Government of Madras, No. 121, dated 24"' January, 1868, Home 
Department Proceedings, Judicial-A, July 1868, No. 39, NAI, p. 5. 
90. Ibid. 
91. Ibid. 
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Reformatory in Madras Presidency but due to the reason of heavy 
expenses, which was already given the Central Government, this 
government gave its proposed to the Government of India for the 
establishment of separate cells in every jail for juvenile prisoners. It 
gave its opinion that the boys of two or more neighbouring jails should be 
collected and send them in those central jails where the separate sleeping 
accommodation for each child would be existed. A good Native Manager 
might be appointed for the discipline of the juvenile ward. E.G. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India made an argument on the 
statements which had been given by the Madras Government. He pointed 
out that during the three months 95 Juvenile Offenders were sentenced. 
Out of these 95 Juvenile offenders 15 girls were included.^ "^  22 boys and 1 
girl were sentenced for more than a year out of 95 juvenile convicts. 12 
boys and 3 girls among 95 were sentenced between six months and one 
year. Then he concluded that thus the number of juvenile offenders would 
be maximum 38 in the Juvenile Reformatory, and for these small 
numbers of juvenile convicts the establishment of the Juvenile 
Reformatory would have been costly.^ ^ Because the population of India 
had no tendency of crime. However he was in favour of the scheme of the 
92. Ibid, p. 7. 
93. Ibid. 
94. Ibid. 
95. Ibid. 
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Madras Government about the establishment of Separate Cells in every 
jail of Madras Presidency, which was of less costly because instead of 
Separate Management it would be under the Jail Manager. Spare cells 
might be utilized for this purpose, and which would be available in the 
smaller jails. He also suggested that children should be brought together 
in a Separate Sleeping Accommodation under jail management with a 
Separate special Warder or Warders. 
But later on the request of Madras government a permission had 
been given to this Government by the Central Government on 25 
February 1868 for the Establishment of a Limited Experimental Juvenile 
Reformatory at Madras for Juvenile Convicts sentenced in Madras itself 
and in the neighbouring districts. In Salem and Coimbatore climate was 
different and Central Jail was already in an excellent position, so Central 
Government had excluded Coimbatore and Salem districts from this 
scheme. Central Government had ordered that Juvenile convicts 
sentenced for more than six months would have been sent to the Juvenile 
Reformatory. 
Thus Madras was the First Presidency in India where the Central 
Government had sanctioned the Establishment of the Limited 
96. Ibid. 
97. Ibid, p.8 
98. Ibid. 
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Experimental Juvenile Reformatory. Some benevolent British Officials 
from other Provinces of India had also started to make some efforts for 
the reformation of Juvenile Offenders. 
In the year of 1870, C. Bernard, Commissioner of Nagpore made 
some correspondence with the Government of India. He wanted to start a 
Juvenile Reformatory at Sonegaon near Nagpore with 6 or 8 Juvenile 
Prisoner from the Nagpore Central Jail.^ ^ Sonegaon had a large piece of 
enclosed Garden Ground with a plenty of water, two or three houses and 
a considerable acreage of arable land round. Rupees, 1,500 had already 
been sanctioned by the Municipal Committee of Nagpore for the cost of 
starting the Juvenile Reformatory.^ ^ And for the maintenance of the 
Juvenile Reformatory Rupees 40 a month for one year had also been 
sanctioned by the Municipal Committee. So he requested to the Central 
Government for its permission. In the favour of his scheme he pointed out 
that in the Legislation of British India few Acts such as. The Apprentice 
Act XIX of 1850, The Whipping Act and Section 433 of Act XXV of 
1861, had been passed by the Government of India.''^ ^ All these Acts gave 
power to the Government itself to sanction the Confinement of Young 
Criminals in Reformatory or Industrial School. The Apprenticeship Act 
99. Establishment of a Juvenile Reformatory at Sonegaon, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial, 4 March 1871, p. 1, NAI 
100. Ibid. 
101. lbid,p.7 
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XIX of 1850 provided that any child might have been bind as an 
Apprentice by Magistrate, convicted before him for any petty offence or 
vagrancy, to learn any fit trade or employment for a term of seven years 
or under. And it also gave power to the re-capture and punishment of 
absconded apprentice. Section 433: Act XXV of 1861 gave power to 
the Government to make rules for the discipline and training of Juvenile 
101k 
Offenders confined in reformatories. On the other hand by the rule of 
The Whipping Act Juvenile offenders might be punished with flogging 
only for their offence of any kind except murder The Whipping Act had 
also provided that convicts under 10 years of age might be confined in 
properly licensed reformatories, in which "there shall be means of 
suitable discipline and of training in some branch of useful industry." ^"^ 
On the basis of the Judicial Returns for 1868 and report of the 
Inspector General of Jails he pointed out that a large increase in the 
number of convicted Juvenile offenders in the last few years in the 
Central Provinces. In 1868, 180 Juveniles had been convicted of theft or 
House-breaking over the whole of the Central Provinces. Only 36 
Juvenile Offenders were send to prison out of 180. 144 Juvenile 
Offenders had been convicted of second offences and of other crimes 
102. Ibid. 
103. Ibid. 
104. Ibid. 
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besides theft or house-breaking.'°^ On the date of ST^ December 1867, 92 
Juvenile Offenders of both sexes were confined in the Jails of Central 
Provinces and statistics showed that there was an increase in number of 
Juvenile Convicts in the next year.'*^ ^ Because on the date of 31^' 
December 1868, 139 Males and 16 Females Juvenile convicts under the 
age of 16 years were confined in the Jails of the Central Provinces. He 
also pointed out that in the District Jails of Nagpore, Jubbulpore, Raipore, 
Baitool provisions had already been made to keep Juvenile Offenders as 
much apart from the other prisoners as possible. In all these jails 
Juvenile Offenders were getting both scholastic and mechanical 
instructions. They spent four hours a day in attending the school and six 
hours a day in the learning of trade. A Report from the Superintendent of 
Nagpore Jail and Superintendent of Jubbulpore Jail was sent to him, 
which showed how the Juvenile Offenders were making progress in these 
1 AQ 
separate accommodated Central Jails. 
Dr. Law, Superintendent of Nagpore Jail, in his report wrote: 
During the year the boys have received good and steady 
instruction, and have to devote four hours a day to study, the results have 
therefore been most satisfactory; 29 boys attend school, who, when they 
105. Ibid. 
106. Ibid,p.8. 
107. Ibid. 
108. Ibid. 
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came to jail, were quite ignorant of their letters, and the result for the year 
is fair. 
"Four boys can read printed and plainly-written characters 
and write Oordoo; four boys can read only with moderate 
fluency; three boys can read Hindee well and write it 
fairly; fourteen boys are able to read words of short 
syllables and their alphabet." 
"Some have, besides learning the reading and writing of their own 
language, gained a very fair knowledge of English, as picked up in the 
trade they are learning as compositors in the printing shop. Six of them 
are good at the work of composing from English characters, and they are 
also able to do work from manuscript even. Results which may be 
considered most satisfactory."'*^ 
Superintendent of Jubbulpore Jail in his report wrote: "All Juvenile 
Offenders are kept separate: they are instructed in reading, writing, and 
arithmetic two hours morning and evening. During the day, they are sent 
to the workshops to learn a trade, and when the Central Jail is more 
advanced, the boys will be kept entirely apart from other prisoners. A 
teacher from the Educational Department is desirable.""^ 
109. Ibid. 
110. Ibid. 
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C. Bernard and other Magistrates of Nagpore visited tlie Central 
Jail of Nagpore and found that the facility was provided for the juvenile 
convicts to learn reading and writing. Many boys belonged to criminal 
tribe (Sonorians) could read and write. The industry of carpentry was 
running for the training of juvenile convicts in jail. Several juvenile 
convicts had got the certificate of first-rate carpenters. Bernard was sure 
that after their release these juvenile convicts would be able to earn 
Rupees 15 per month.' But even all these improvements in the juvenile 
convicts the native Magistrates and the work instructors were very 
positive that the juvenile convicts belonged to criminal tribes would be 
certainly indulged into their criminal lives again. So Bernard had 
suggested to the government that in order to prevent them from their 
previous lives they should be carefully placed and looked after for some 
months after imprisonment. And he concluded that the scheme of 
Separate Accommodation was a partial failure. Because these boys were 
learning and living in discipline in jail due to the strict rule and fear of 
constant watching of jail authority. So he gave the proposal of the 
Principal of the "Family System" of the reformatories to the Central 
Government. According to him in the Reformatctry of "Family system" 
111. Ibid. 
112. C. Bernard believed that the more efforts should be made to make the boys 
responsible and capable to act for themselves. Ibid. 
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1 1 - 1 
small number of boys should be kept together under more or less 
control. A boy should be gradually taught to work and act more and more 
on his own responsibility for himself. This Reformatory should be run 
under the good supervision. Boys should be conscious about their re-
capture after their escape.""* Education in some one or more industries"^ 
should be given to the boys in the Reformatory. So for the establishment 
of such kind of Reformatory"^ he suggested Sonegaon Garden near 
Nagpore to the Government of India, where three buildings had already 
been existed in which boys and staff members could be accommodated 
1 1 Q _ 
after some alteration in Buildings Sonegaon Garden contamed 16 or 20 
acres land laid out with fruit trees, flowers and vegetables. According to 
him for a successful reformatory some land and a farm was essential to 
give the training of farming and gardening to all the Juvenile convicts 
under the supervision of Eurasian Superintendent. ' But Major 
113. He was an opinion that only 40 to 50 juvenile convicts should be kept in one 
juvenile reformatory under more or less strict control. Ibid, p. 7. 
114. Ibid. 
115. He was in favour of the mechanical training of boys. And he advocated that 
when they became perfect in this mechanical field, then more freedom should 
be given to boys in the reformatory. Ibid. 
116. According to Bernard separate reformatory should be considered as a criminal 
or industrial school or a place of intermediate imprisonment for juveniles. 
Ibid. 
117. Sonegaon Garden was a government building, which was managed by the 
Nagpore Local Committee. Ibid, p.9. 
118. Rupees 1500 were required to make alterations in the buildings, and to set the 
water conduct. Ibid 
119. Rupees 40 a month were required for the Eurasian Superintendent and Rupees 
14 a month for two warders. Ibid. 
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MacKenzie, Judicial Commissioner, was against the establishment of 
1 9n 
Juvenile Reformatory. Because he observed that Indian prisons were 
proper place for juvenile prisoner. Unlike English Prisons, Indian Prisons 
had room, light, air, farm and garden work. He was doubtful about the 
success and useftilness of Juvenile Reformatory. But he later said that 
if Reformatory Institution would desirable by the Government then it 
should be established at Anjnee in place of Sonegaon Garden. Because 
Sonegaon Garden was so far away. 
But later Government of British India had approved the scheme of 
C. Bernard, and gave the permission to Establish a Juvenile Reformatory 
at Sonegaon Garden. On 4* April 1871, Eight boys had been transferred 
from the Central Jail of Nagpore to Sonegaon. Jussah Singh was 
appointed on probation as a Superintendent on a salary of Rupees 16 per 
mensem. A Cot and usual Cooking Pots, & C. were provided to each 
120. Mackenzie believed that it was not essential to introduce English reformatory 
system in India; Note by Major Mackenzie, Judicial Commissioner, On Mr. 
Bernard's Paper on Reformatories; Establishment of a Juvenile Reformatory at 
Sonegaon, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, 4 March, 1871, p. 10 NAI. 
121. According to him, the boys could be bound under the Apprentice Act by the 
Jail Magistrate, but they should be apprenticed under some outside tradesmen 
in place of a jail official or a person of that kind. Ibid. 
122. Ibid. 
123. A Report on the Management of the Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory by 
Superintendent of the Central Jail, Nagpur to Inspector General of Jails, Home 
Department/Ministry Proceedings, Judicial Branch A, Consultation/Collection 
August 1872, No.315-317, NAI. 
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1 9il 
boy. In this way in 1871 the Juvenile Reformatory was established in 
Sonegaon Garden. On T' April 1871 the Nagpur Municipality gave the 
charge of Sonegaon Garden and Buildings to the Superintendent of the 
Central Jail, Nagpur. A grant of Rupees, 1,500 had also been sanctioned 
by the Municipality with an additional grant of Rupees 40 per mensem 
for one year for the purpose of establishing and maintaining the 
institution.'^^ 
On 13^  June 1872, after one year, a Report on the management of 
the Juvenile Reformatory at Sonegaon from 1^^ April 1871 to 31^' March 
1872 was sent by Mr. Stanbrough, Superintendent of the Central Jail, 
Nagpur, to the Inspector General of Jails, Central Provinces. By the report 
of Mr. Stanbrough, on 4* April 1871, 8 boys were transferred from the 
Central Jail to Sonegaon and were placed under the supervision of Native 
Superintendent Jussah Singh.'^ ^ During the year, ending 3V^ March 1872, 
the average number of boys in the Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory were 
124. The Chief Commissioner of Nagpore sanctioned some rules for the 
management of the reformatory. Ibid. 
125. Establishment of Juvenile Reformatory at Sonegaon, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial, 4 March 1871, p.5, NAL. 
126. H.E. Stanbrough, Superintendent of the Central Jail, Nagpur to the Inspector 
General of Jails, Central Provinces, 14"" April 1872, No. 572; A Report on the 
Management of the Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory by Superintendent of the 
Central Jail, Home Department/Ministry Proceedings, Judicial Branch A, 
Consultation/Collection, August 1872, No. 315-317, NAI. 
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4.58. They made a good progress in the work field of Gardening, 
farming, and also in the Education. The Right of Picking Flowers, 
Grazing Cattle, taking the Toddy from the Sindee (Palm) trees about the 
garden was sold by the Secretary to the Municipal Committee and by the 
Management of Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory. For instance, the right 
of the picking flowers in the Sonegaon garden, except those in the centre 
beds and in pots, had been sold by the Municipal Committee for Rupees 
1 98 
120. Out of this amount 90 rupees was given to the management of the 
Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory. The right of the taking jfruit was sold for 
Rupees 700, and the right of taking the toddy from the Sindee (Palm) 
trees abut the garden as well as the right of grazing cattle about the 
precincts of the garden had been sold for Rupees 30 each. From the 
sale of vegetables, flowers, fruits, grain, &c. the management of the 
Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory had earned Rupees 2,522-9-10 during 
the whole year. During the year ending 31^' March 1872 Rupees 1,553-4-
9 had been spent. In the Nagpur Treasury on V^ April 1872 the balance 
amount had been left of Rupees 969-5-1. On the 21^' December 1871, Mr. 
127. No juvenile convict was tried to escape in the year. Their conduct was good. 
At the end of the year, on 31^' March 1872, 5 boys were left in the juvenile 
reformatory. Out of 8 boys, 3 boys were released due to the expiry of term of 
imprisonment, Ibid. 
128. Ibid. 
129. Ibid. 
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Stanbrough had submitted Rupees 1, 123-8-11 in the Nagpur Treasury. 
Singh was dismissed by the Superintendent of the Central Jail, Nagpur, 
due to his bad behaviour on the 11* March 1872, Ballaram, late Darogah 
of the Bhandara lock-up, was appointed as Darogah on Probation in the 
Sonegaon Reformatory by the Inspector General of Jails, Central 
Provinces. But Ballaram was also a lazy and untrustworthy person. And 
Ballaram had also been sent on the month's leave by the Superintendent 
of the Central Jail. Later an old and steady man, who was a Jemadar of 
the Central Jail, was appointed as the incharge of the Sonegaon Juvenile 
Reformatory by the Superintendent of the Central Jail, Nagpur. All 
juvenile convicts were under the supervision of v/arder in the Sonegaon 
Reformatory. If they wanted to go outside, they were to get special 
permission from the authority. The juvenile convicts woke up early in the 
morning and in their own groups worked in the garden at weeding, 
clearing out beds and watering the flowers till 9 OTock A.M.'^^ At 9 
O'clock they washed and had their breakfast. They studied in school from 
9^ 2 to 11/2 A.M. and V/i P.M. to 3 P.M. During the period of 11'/2 A.M. 
130. Ibid. 
131. Ibid. 
132. H.E. Stanbrough, Superintendent of Nagpur Central Jail to the Inspector 
General of Prisons, Central Provinces, No. 680, dated the 21^' June 1872, A 
Report on the management of Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory by 
Superintendent of the Central Jail, Nagpur to Inspector General of Jail, Home 
Department/Ministry Proceedings, Judicial Branch A, Consultation/Collection 
August 1872, No. 315-317, NAI. 
416 
to VA P.M. they took bathe and dinner. After 3 P.M. to SYi P.M. all the 
juvenile convicts worked in the garden under the supervision of the 
warder. From 5/4 P.M. they ate their evening meal. In night all the 
I T ' } 
juvenile convicts had been locked up in their sleeping ward. A warder 
had watched them all over the night. During the period of one year the 
behaviour of all the Juvenile convicts was good, and no body tried to 
escape from the Reformatory. All the Juvenile Convicts made a good 
progress. The term of imprisonment of three juvenile convicts among 
eight juvenile convicts became over till the date of ST' March 1872. But 
even after that period they willingly lived in Juvenile Reformatory and 
worked as paid coolies on a salary of Rupees 3-8 per mensem each. Out 
of those 3 juvenile convicts, 2 juvenile convicts had been taken away by 
their relatives after some days. But third juvenile convict was living in the 
Sonegaon Reformatory and working satisfactorily.'^'* Stanbrough, 
Superintendent of the Central Jail, also pointed out in the report that 
Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory was on a great distance of 2!/2 miles 
away from the official residence of the Jail Superintendent. Due to this 
great distance it was not possible for him to give much attention to this 
institution. So Mr. Stanbrough suggested that Juvenile Convicts should be 
133. A list of rules was hung up in the sleeping ward of juvenile convicts in the 
languages of Hindi and Urdu. And it was the duty of the Superintendent to 
make aware the boys about those rules time to time. Ibid.. 
134. Ibid. 
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sent back to the jail, where the facility of separate cells had already been 
available with attached workshop. In place of Native Superintendent, 
European officials should appointed for the management of the Separate 
Institution. He had himself removed one juvenile convict from the 
Sonegaon Reformatory and sent him to the jail's cells. Because he was 
boy of vicious tendency and jail Superintendent was sure that the boy 
would be definitely spread his bad habits and behaviour to other juvenile 
convicts. After this report and suggestion of the Jail Superintendent of 
Nagpur, Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces came to the 
conclusion that the experiment of Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory as the 
prison for juvenile offenders was not a successful scheme. But on the 
financial ground it was a successful attempt, because the condition of the 
garden had became good and investment of money had not been done 
from outside. Even after one year Municipal Committee of Nagpore 
was ready to give financial aid to the Sonegaon Juvenile Reformatory as 
before. Chief Commissioner had directed to the Jail Superintendent that 
efforts must have been done to get a sufficient number of boys together. 
135. Stanbrough had quoted some lines of Dr. Lynch, Superintendent of the 
Presidency Jail, in this matter which he wrote on the subject of the 
management of juveniles in his report for 1867-68. 
"The difficulties of dealing with remanded, convicted and re-convicted boys 
disappear when cell accommodation is provided. B}' this method only can the 
influence of hardened, vicious natures amongst the children be counteracted. 
A totally [depraved] mind is often found amongst offenders undergoing their 
first sentence, and these under the existing system mix for a long time with 
others less vicious, doing much harm before they can be detected." 
136. Ibid. 
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And Juvenile Convicts must have been treated on a proper system witli a 
view to reformatory objects. In this way Chief Commissioner of Central 
Provinces gave the permission of more one year's trial to the Sonegaon 
Reformatory.'^'' 
In 1870 the Separate Juvenile Male Reformatory was established at 
a cost of Rupees 65 per mensem attached to the city jail at Poona. A 
warder was appointed on Rupees 15 per mensem, a teacher was appointed 
on Rupees 25 per mensem and the salary of the Jailor was Rupees 25 per 
mensem and the salary of the Jailor was Rupees 25 per mensem. So the 
Poona's Male Juvenile Reformatory was running with a total expenditure 
of Rupees 65 per mensem. In this Reformatory 71 Juvenile Convicts 
were confined during the year of 1870. During the 3''ear 1871, 44 Juvenile 
convicts were imprisoned in the Juvenile Male Reformatory at Poona. 
Out of 44 Juvenile Convicts, 23 juvenile convicts were discharged from 
the Juvenile Reformatory at Puna District Jail.'''^ 54 juvenile convicts 
came into Juvenile Male reformatory at Puna in 1872, out of 54 juvenile 
convicts 24 were discharged from the reformatory. In 1873, 71 Juvenile 
137. Ibid. 
138. Entertainment of a separate establishment at a cost of Rupees 65 per mensem 
for the Juvenile Male Reformatory recently established in the city Jail at 
Poona, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, 31 December 1870, Nos. 10-
11,NAI. 
139. Report on the Juvenile Reformatory situated in the Poona District Jail, Home 
Department Proceedings, Judicial, March 1874, No. 139-143. 
140. Ibid,p.25. 
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convicts were confined in reformatory, 27 juvenile convicts out of 71 
were discharged including one death. He was already weak and due to the 
periodical fever attacks he became more weak and died on the H" ' 
1873.' ' During the period of three years 2 Juvenile Offenders were 
sentenced of 2/4 years imprisonment, 22 Juvenile Offenders for 2 years 
imprisonment, 11 Juvenile offenders for 1 year imprisonment, 2 Juvenile 
Offenders for 18 months imprisonment, 1 Juvenile Offender for 4 months 
imprisonment, 2 Juvenile Offenders came in the reformatory with the 
sentence of 1 month imprisonment, and 1 juvenile offender were 
sentenced for 15 days imprisonment. One Carpenter and one 
Blacksmith were appointed at salary of Rupees 20 per mensem each. Out 
of 71 juvenile convicts, 52 juvenile convicts were employed in carpentry, 
10 juvenile convicts were learning. Blacksmith's work, 1 juvenile 
convicts was learning cane work, and 7 juvenile convicts were employed 
in weaving work.' ^ One teacher, who was very efficient in the languages 
of Marathee, Guzeratte and Hindoostanee, was also appointed at a salary 
of Rupees 25 per mensem. During the year of 1874, 50 juvenile convicts 
had attended the school. 4 boys learnt 50 pages of the Marathi 4* Book in 
the 1''' class, 30 pages of Grammar, 6 pages of History, Map of Poona. 
Whole finished. Arithmetic till Rule of three, and the derivation of 
141. Ibid. 
142. Ibid,p.27. 
143. lbid,p.31. 
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words. 8 Juvenile Convicts learnt in the 2 class 60 pages of the 
Marathi 3"^  book, 6 pages of grammar, half finished the Map of Poona 
Zillah Division and the derivation of words. Six boys in the 3'^ '' class 
learnt 20 pages of the Marathi 2"'' book, addition and whole Paday 
derivation of words. 10 Juvenile convicts learnt 2 pages of the Marathi 
Primer in the 4 class, in the 5" class 40 pages of the Guzerathi, 2 books 
had studied and read in the 5* class and all multiplication of arithmetic.'"^^ 
28 pages of the Guzerathi Primer and derivation of words learnt by 4 
boys in the 6* class. 8 boys in the 4* class had studied 40 pages of the 
Hindoostani Primer, addition and multiplication.''*^ 
In the year of 1874, 1875 and 1876, 75 juvenile convicts were 
imprisoned in the Juvenile Male Reformatory at Poona. The details of 
those Juvenile Convicts were as follows: 
144. Ibid. 
145. Ibid. 
146. Ibid. 
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From the period of 1871 to 1876, Superintendent of the District 
Jail, Poona, mentioned in his report that Juvenile convicts were making 
good progress in Elementary education and in Industrial training. He also 
mentioned that one boy had tried to escape from the reformatory but 
caught up and punished with the sentence of whipping. The Government 
of Bombay was satisfied with the management of the Juvenile Male 
Reformatory at Poona because the progress of juvenile convicts in 1873 
was better than previous years.'^ '^  But the management was facing the 
problem of the shortage of accommodation for jm^enile convicts in the 
reformatory. Because the number of juvenile convicts had been increased 
from 1871 to 1876. In 1871, 44 juvenile convicts were confined in the 
prison of Juveniles at Poona. But the number of juvenile convicts were 
increased from 44 to 54 in 1872, 54 to 71 in 1873, from 71 to 75 in the 
years of 1874 and 1875.^ '^ So Superintendent of the District Jail 
requested to the Bombay Government to add two or more wards to the 
portion of the Prison for juvenile at Poona. He suggested that the adult 
Prisoners might be transferred from Poona jail to the Yerowda Central 
Jail vWthout any problem. Then it would be possible to accommodate 
juvenile convicts easily in those wards of adult prisoners. He had also 
requested to the Educational Department to take Periodical Examinations 
150. Ibid. 
151. Ibid. 
of the juvenile convicts in the Juvenile Prison school by the Local Deputy 
Inspector. On the request of the Superintendent of Poona district jail the 
Government of Bombay had issued on order to Magistrates of Surat, 
Broach, Kaire and Ahmedabad to send no more juvenile convicts in 
Juvenile Male Reformatory in District Jail at Poona. 
The following table shows the number of Juvenile convicts 
confined in the Institution from 1871 to 1878. 
Table 153 
Juvenile convicts 
confined on 1 '^ January 
Admitted during tiie 
year 
Total number confined 
Discharge during the 
year including deaths 
Remaining on 31"^ ' 
December 
1871 
19 
2-5 
44 
23 
21 
1872 
20 
34 
54 
24 
30 
1873 
30 
41 
71 
21 
50 
1874 
50 
25 
75 
26 
49 
1875 
49 
26 
75 
34 
41 
1876 
41 
29 
70 
25 
45 
1877 
45 
50 
95 
27 
68 
1878 
68 
36 
104 
42 
62 
At the end of the year 1878, 62 juvenile convicts confined in the 
Juvenile Male Prison at Poona. The average daily strength during the year 
was 65.2 or 11 more than the year 1877.'^ "^  In 1878, 8 Juvenile convicts 
152. Ibid. 
153. Ibid. 
154. Ibid. 
447 
died. The following table shows their cause f death and their other 
particulars 155 
Number 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Name of Juvenile 
Prisoner 
Jey Kishan Girdhar 
Pema Raghu 
Laximon Ramjee 
Jeyram Govinda 
Jumna Girdhur 
Khushal Harribhai 
Tookaram Babajee 
Shitaram Narayen 
Month and Date of 
Death 
February 18* 
April 19 
March 24 
April 15 
June 26 
September 13 
November 26 
August 19 
Cause of Death 
Remittent fever 
Remittent fever 
Remittent fever 
Remittent fever 
Remittent fever and 
abscess of liver 
Diarrhea 
General debility 
Remittent fever and 
Diarrhea 
The Inspector General of Prisons, Bombay Presidency, suggested 
to the Government of Bombay that it should be essential to apprentice 
juvenile offenders after their release from juvenile prison. Otherwise 
juvenile convicts might be indulged in crime after their imprisonment.'^^ 
However some work had been done in this direction by the Jailor of 
Juvenile Prison. Tie paid much attention towards the Mechanical training 
155. 
156. 
According to the Superintendent of the Juvenile Male Prison due to famine 
sickness and mortality occurred among boys. Because digestive powers 
became weakened of boys by defective nutrition. Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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157 
of the boys. And Poona Jail had started to work in conjunction with the 
Yerrowda Central Jail. In this way Juvenile convicts could be able to get 
suitable work from the jail by the mutual understanding and support of 
the both jailors. In 1878 steps had also been taken by the Superintendent 
of Juvenile Male Prison of Poona to keep separate the earnings of the 
Juvenile Prisoners. Juvenile convicts were studying well under the 
guidance of the teacher, BalwantNarayen.'^^ 
In 1878, 36 Juvenile convicts were admitted in the Juvenile Male 
Prison at Poona. The following data shows their Offences and length of 
sentence.'^^ 
Number 
1. 
19 
7 
1 
District 
1 Poona 
2 Thana 
9 Poona 
3 Khandesh 
3 Nasik 
2 Thana 
1 Bombay 
1 Sholapur 
3 Poona 
2 Satara 
2 Nasik 
Satara 
Length of sentence and offences 
1 of year one for Dacoity 
2 of years two each for Dacoity 
14 of years 2 each for theft 
2 of year 1 each for theft 
1 of year 3 each for theft 
2 of year 4 each for theft 
5 of years for theft and house breaking 
1 of 18 months for theft and house breaking 
1 of 5 years for theft and house breaking 
1 of 1 year for theft and receiving stolen property 
157. 
158. 
159. 
On juvenile convict was seat to the Lunatic Asylami b the Superintendent on 
the recommendation of a medical officer. Because he did not find out the 
reason for the attack of insanity. Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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2 
2 
I 
1 Satara 
1 Khandesh 
1 Dharwar 
1 Satara 
Ahmedabad 
2 of years for criminal breach of thrust 
1 of 5 years for Rape 
2 of 6 years for murder 
1 of 6 years for Robbery and causing hurt 
A major issue related to the sentences of transportation for life 
imprisonment of juvenile convicts (both sexes) of India to the Andamans 
was raised by the Superintendent of Port Blair and Andamans in 1874.'^ ^ 
However this question was raised earlier in 1864 by the Superintendent of 
Port EUair and he sent a request to the Government of India that Children 
offender years should not be sent to the Andamans for life transportation. 
But no action was taken then by the Government of India. Now again 
Superintendent of Port Blair raised an objection against this hard 
punishment. A list had been sent by him of those juvenile convicts who 
were under sixteen years of age and sent for life imprisonment at Port 
Blair. The list was as follows: 162 
160. 
161. 
162. 
Major-General D.M. Stewart, C.B., Superintendent of Port Blair and the 
Nicobars to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 14' 
December 1874, No.1013; Juvenile Prisoners, April 1875, Nos. 30 to 33, p.l 
NAl. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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The age of Rama and Saswamom was not given in their warrant or 
descriptive roll, but stated verbally that their age was twelve years when 
convicted. Although D.M. Stewart, Superintendent of Port Blair and the 
Nicobars, believed that young convicts under the age of ten years were 
transported occasionally. But in one care he was much sure that one boy 
was nine years old when he arrived in Port Blair. In 1873 a young girl 
was undoubtedly less than thirteen years old when she transported in Port 
Blair. But in her warrant she was represented thirteen years old. The 
Superintendent found useless the transportation of young convicts for life 
imprisonment in Port Blair and locked them up in separate cells or 
"latticed cages" in a Penal Settlement. Because he believed that youths 
who would be indulged onces in practices of some kind of offences and 
crimes could not abandoned the crimes in full age.'^ "* He suggested to the 
Government of India that youthful convicts under the age of 20 years 
might be sent in the juvenile reformatories of Bombay and Madras. 
According to him some continental countries followed this principal that 
youth convicts at the age of at least eighteen years should be placed in 
reformatories. ^^  
163. Ibid. 
164. Ibid. 
165. For instance, Swiss Penal Code (Section 45) directed that: 
Against Children who are not past twelve years of age at the time they 
committed the act, no judicial prosecution and unishment take place on 
account of crimes or offences. The polie authorities may, according to 
456 
The Superintendent had requested to the Government of India that 
all the juvenile convicts should be received back by the Governments of 
Bombay and Madras and must be kept in Juvenile Reformatories rather 
than the Separate Cells of Port Blair.'^^ This time after the strong 
objection of the Superintendent of Port Blair against the transportation of 
youthful convicts for life imprisonment from India, the Government of 
India on the 22"'^  April of 1875 had issued an order to the Local 
Governments and Administrations of Madras, Bomibay, Bengal, Punjab, 
North-Western Provinces, Central Provinces, Oudh, Mysore, Coorg and 
Assam, which prohibited the transportation of a person in future to the 
Andamans till the age of 18 years. 
During this period a separate legislation for the protection of 
children was also felt by British administrators and the Reformatory 
Schools Act V of 1876 (later modified in 1897) was passed in 1876. It 
was a notable step of British government towards the treatment of 
juvenile delinquents. This Act empowered local governments to establish 
Reformatory schools for juvenile convicts. The Reformatory Schools Act 
circumstances, in an educational establishment, or in a house of correction for 
juveniles - From the Superintendent of Port Blair and the Nicobars No 1013, 
dated the 14"^  December 1874; Juvenile Prisoners in Port Blair, Home 
Department Proceedings, April 1875, Nos. 30 to 33, p.7, NAT. 
166. Ibid. 
167. A.P. Howell, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India to the 
Superintendent of Port Blair, 22"^ * April 1875, No.5-199; Juvenile Prisoners in 
Port Blair, Home Department Procedings, April 1875. Nos. 30 to 33, p.5, NAI. 
457 
of 1876 explained the terms of youthful offender, Inspector General and 
District Magistrate: 
(a) "Youthful offender" - meant any boy who had been convicted of 
any offence punishable with transportation or imprisonment and 
who, at the time of such conviction, was under the age of fifteen 
168 
years. 
(b) "Inspector General" included any officer appointed by the Local 
Government to perform all or any of the duties imposed by this Act 
on the Inspector General.'^^ 
1 70 
(c) "District Magistrate" meant Chief Presidency Magistrate. Under 
the provision of this Act, the Governor General in Council, the Local 
Government could established and maintained Reformatory Schools at fit 
and suitable places. The District Magistrate could detain boys in the 
reformatory schools for a period of two to seven years, but the juvenile 
convicts could not be remained in the reformatory schools after the age of 
1 71 
eighteen years. The Refomiatory Schools Act V of 1876 directed to the 
168. The Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 (Section 3); Question as to the 
necessity or otherwise of extending the Reformatory schools act to the several 
provinces of British India, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, June 
1877, Nos. 303-317, NAL. 
169. According to the Superintendent of the Juvenile Male Prison due to famine 
sickness and mortality occurred among boys. Because digestive powers had 
been weakened of boys by defective nutrition. Ibid. 
170. Ibid. 
171. Ibid, Section 4. 
458 
local governments that every school so established or used was to be 
provided sufficient means of separating the inmates at night, proper 
sanitary arrangements, water-supply, food, clothing, bedding, industrial 
training to all the detained youthful offenders, and an infirmary or proper 
place for the reception of such youthful offenders when sick. The 
Reformatory school was to be inspected and certified by the Inspector 
General before it started. The Reformatory school was to be visited once 
in every year by the Inspector General, and a report was to be sent on the 
condition of the school by the Inspector General to the Local 
I -7-3 
Government. The Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 also empowered 
local government to make rules to define what type of offender was to be 
sent to Reformatory Schools. On the basis of the nature of their offences 
or other considerations, and to regulate the periods for which youthful 
offender was to be sent to such schools according to their ages or other 
considerations. For the control and management of every school either 
(a) a superintendent and a committee of visitors, or (b) a Board of 
Management was to be appointed by the local government. Every 
committee and every Board so appointed was to be consisted of not less 
than five persons, of whom two at least was to be Natives of India. Any 
Superintendent or any member of committee Board so appointed could be 
172. Ibid, Section 5. 
173. Ibid, Section 6. 
174. Ibid, Section 7. 
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suspended by the local government.'''^ Every Superintendent so appointed 
could, with the sanction of the committee, by the license under his hand, 
permitted any youthful offender sent to a Reformatory School, who 
attained the age of fourteen years, to live under the charge of any 
trustworthy and respectable person named in the license, or any officer of 
Government or of a Municipality, being an employer of Labour and 
willing to take charge of him, on the condition that such youthful 
offender was to be employed at some trade, occupation or calling. The 
license was to be in force for three months and no longer, but could, at 
any time and from time to time until the expiration of the period for 
which the youthful offender was directed to be detained, be renewed for 
1 77 
three months at a time. The license could be cancelled at the desire of 
17R • rt « " 
the employer named in the license. If during the term of the license the 
employer named there in died, or ceased from business or to employ 
labour, or the period for which the youthful offender was directed to be 
detained in the Reformatory School became expire, then the license was 
to be discontinued or ceased.'^^ The Superintendent could cancel the 
license, if the boy was ill-treated by the employer, or the employer was 
175. Ibid, Section 16. 
176. Ibid, Section 17(1). 
177. Ibid, Section 17 (2). 
178. Ibid, Section 18. 
179. Ibid, Section 19. 
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not able to provide the boy proper lodging and maintenance.'^° The 
Superintendent of a Reformatory School was to be deemed to be the 
guardian of every youthfiil offender detained in such school, within the 
meaning of Act No. XIX of 1850 (concerning the binding of apprentices 
the binding of apprentices). The Superintendent could, with the 
sanction of the committee, apprentice youthful offender, on the basis of 
youthful offender's good conduct during one or more periods of his 
license, under the provisions of the said Act, and on such apprenticement 
the right, and on such apprenticement the right to detain such youthful 
offender in a Reformatory School was to be ceased, and the unexpired 
term (if any) of his sentence was to be cancelled.'^' Every committee of 
visitors was, at least, once in every month, to be visited the school, to 
hear complaints and to see that the requirements of the school was 
compiled with and the management of the school was proper in all 
respects, to examine the punishment-book, to bring any special cases to 
the Inspector General and to see that was illegally detained in the 
school. Every Board of Management of a Reformatory School could 
from time to time make rules to regulate the conduct of business of the 
Board, the management of the School, the education and industrial 
180. Ibid, Section 20. 
181. Ibid, Section 21(1). 
182. Ibid, Section 21 (2). 
183. Ibid, Section 22. 
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training of youthful offenders.'^ '^  An attempt of youthful offender to 
escape was to be punished with imprisonment for a term which could 
extend to six months, or with five not exceeding two hundred rupees, or 
with both. A Police Officer could, without orders from a Magistrate, or 
without a warrant, arrest any youthfiil offender of a Reformatory School 
under this Act, who escaped from such school or from his employer. And 
then the Police Officer could send back the youthfal offender to such a 
school or to his employer. In the Bombay presidency, the act was 
applicable to boys under sixteen years of age, which elsewhere it applied 
1 87 
to boys under fifteen years of age. Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 
empowered the Governor General in Council to make rules from time to 
time consistent with this Act for regulating the periods for which courts 
and Magistrates could send youthful offenders to reformatory schools 
according to their ages, the nature of their respective offences or other 
considerations. The Home Department issued a circular to all the Local 
Governments and Administrations and asked for suggestions for the rules 
under section 22 of this Act. On the subject of the introduction of the 
Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 the government of different 
184. Ibid, Section 25. 
185. Ibid, Section 27. 
186. Ibid, Section 28. 
187. Ibid. 
188. Question as to the necessity or otherwise of extending the Reformatory 
schools act to the several provinces of British India, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial, June, 1877, Nos. 303-317, NAI. 
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provinces sent their opinions and suggestions. No suggestions were sent 
for rules under section 22 by the Government of Oudh. Because the Chief 
Commissioner had expressed his disapproval towards the introduction of 
the Act. According to the Chief Commissioner of Assam the extension of 
the Act was not necessary in Assam because there \vere no towns and in 
general no habitually criminal classes in the Province. The Commissioner 
and Judicial Commissioner of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts 
considered the enforcement of the Act unnecessary.'^^ From Bombay 
Presidency, the Inspector General of Prisons ga\Q his views on this 
subject. He observed that the establishment of the Sassoon Institute was 
the best plan as a Reformatory School at Bombay./^ *^ He suggested that 
the next Reformatory School should be established in Poona'^' for the 
Deccan, in Dharwar for the Southern Mahratta Country, in Ahmedabad 
for Guzerat and in Hyderabad for Sind. The strength of establishment and 
general principles of management should be much the same as was in use 
in the juvenile prison in Poona. A good Superintendent should be 
appointed in each school, because the success or failure of the experiment 
189. Ibid. 
190. According to the Inspector General of Prisons, Bombay Presidency, the 
separate sleeping accommodation was necessary for the juvenile convicts, 
which was to be established in the Sasoon Institute of Bombay. And to fulfil 
the requirement of the Act a special room for the treatment of the Act was to 
be maintained in this institution, Ibid. 
191. He suggested that juvenile prison at Poona could be converted into an 
excellent reformatory school. Ibid. 
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was based on his zeal, tact and ability. The Chief Commissioner of 
Central Provinces thought that it was difficult to make suggestions for 
rules to be framed under section 22 till a reformatory had been started and 
experience been gained. The terms of imprisonment in reformatories 
should be left to the judgement of Magistrates. Judicial Commissioner 
of Mysore had observed that during the last five years there was a fall in 
the number of juvenile convicts sent to jail. Few Commissioners of 
Divisions and Superintendents of Jails of Central Provinces suggested 
that a central school might be opened at Bangalore. But some British 
officials were not in favour of its general introduction in this Province.'^ "* 
The Government of North-Western Provinces had not stated whether it 
was intended to, start a reformatory school. But it had submitted some 
draft rules under Section 22. The main points of the draft rules were the 
classification of children as: 
(1) the offspring of habitual criminals, 
(2) children driven to crime by want, 
(3) children guilty of crimes arguing great depravity, and 
192. Ibid. 
193. Ibid. 
194. The Chief Commissioner was an opinion that the Act was very stringent and it 
would be difficult to extend Section 5 in this Province. Because under Section 
5 a separate sleeping cells should be provided to the boys in night etc. etc. 
This section required to incur huge amount in the construction of large 
building. Ibid. 
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(4) children of respectable parents guilty of crimes not indicating great 
depravity.'^^ 
Children falling under class A were to be so sentenced as to 
preclude their release before completion oft heir sixteen year. Children of 
class B was to be confined for terms within the limits of the Act at the 
discretion of the Court or the Magistrate.'^^ The view of the Punjab 
Government was that the advantage of introducing the Reformatory 
Schools Act was doubtful, and that it could not be introduced at present 
because there were no funds available from which to provide the 
necessary building. After these replies from the governments of several 
Provinces, the Lieutenant Governor of India noticed the difficulty of 
laying down hard - and fast rules under Section 22 of the Act. And 
recognized that much must be left to the discretion of the Magistrates.'^^ 
He concluded that no boy was to be sent to a Reformatory School on a 
195. B.W. Colvin, Officiating Secretary to the Government of the North-Western 
Provinces to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 18^*^  
November 1876, No. 820A, Allahabad; Question as to the necessity or 
otherwise of extending the Reformatory schools act to the several Provinces of 
British India, Home Department Proceedings, Judicial, June 1877, Nos. SOS-
SI 7, NAI. 
196. Ibid. 
197. C.L. Tupper, Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of the Punjab to 
the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 15* February 1877, 
No.571, Lahore; Question as to the necessity or otherwise of extending the 
Reformatory schools act to the several Provinces of British India, Home 
Department Proceedins, Judicial, June 1877, Nos. SOS-SI7, NAI. 
198. Question as to the necessity or otherwise of extending the Reformatory 
schools act to the several Provinces of British India, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial, June 1877, Nos. S04-S17, NAI. 
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first conviction if under ten years of age for a less period than five years; 
if over ten, for a less period than three years, unless he would be sooner 
attained the age of eighteen years.'^^ If on a subsequent conviction for a 
similar offence a boy under ten years of age v/as to be sent to a 
Reformatory School for a less period than seven years; if over ten for a 
less period than five years, unless he would be attained the age of 
eighteen years.^ *^ ° 
Government of Bengal in July 1874 showed the necessity for the 
establishment of a Juvenile Reformatory at or near Calcutta.^^' A 
committee of experienced officers, Mr. W.C. Heeley, Inspector-General 
of Jails, Dr. S.C. Mackenzie, Superintendent of Presidency Jail, Mr. J. 
Lambert, Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcuta, was also set up by the 
Government of Bengal to find out the suitable action to be adopted for the 
establishment of a juvenile reformatory at a suitable place for the 
imprisonment of juvenile offenders. A hospital, with a large grounds 
attached to the Alipore jail, was in an isolated position. So it had been 
detached from the jail and occupied by the Form Store Department. But 
199. Ibid. 
200. Ibid. 
201. From R.L. Mangles, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, in the Home Department, Darjeeling, 
N0.612J, 2"'' June 1876, Establishment of a juvenile reformatory at Calcutta, 
Home Department Proceedings, Judicial -B, June 1876, No. 171, p.2, NAI. 
202. Ibid.. 
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later it was converted into the Stationary Officer. So the committee 
suggested that Building of the hospital should be used as a juvenile 
reformatory with the accommodation for 200 boys. On the other hand 
Lieutenant-Governor wanted to convert the unused and abandoned jail 
buildings at Howrah in Reformatory.^ *^ '^  He gave his opinion that only 
small portion of that building would be required as a lock-up for under 
trial prisoners and rest of all could have been used as Juvenile 
Reformatory School. A report had been submitted by the Inspector 
General of Jails and an officer of the Public Works Department regarding 
the conversion of Howrah Jail into the reformatory. By the report the 
Howrah Jail was an accommodation of only 100 boys, and the 
Government of Bengal was in need of a reformatory school with an 
accommodation of 200 boys. Therefore, both officers had concluded in 
their report that more buildings would be constructed in Howrah Jail for 
the accommodation of 200 boys, for the residence of the governor of the 
reformatory, for the work-shed and lock-ups for the detention of under-
trial prisoners. They gave an estimate of Rupees 76,000 which would be 
spent in all these constructions.^°^ So they had suggested that in place of 
203. Ibid.. 
204. Ibid, p.2-3. 
205. Ibid. 
206. Ibid. 
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Howrah Jail building of hospital at Alipore should be converted into a 
207 
reformatory school after some alteration. 
That time Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal rejected the scheme of 
the establishment of Juvenile Reformatory School in Calcutta. Because 
the first Reformatory Schools Bill of 1875 was under consideration and 
the funds were not enough for the starting of Juvenile Reformatory 
School at Calcutta. But when the Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 
came into force then Bengal government under the act gave the proposal 
for the establishment of a school at Alipore.^ *^^ On 16'*^  June 1877 the 
Governor General in Council sanctioned the proposed establishment of a 
Reformatory School at Alipore, under the provisions of Act V of 1876.^°^ 
In 1878 a building of Jail Hospital attached to the Alipur Jail was 
converted into a juvenile reformatory school after some alteration. This 
school was being reserved for the juvenile convicts from the lower 
207. They suggested that in the building of hospital at Alipore manager's residence 
could be constructed on a plot of ground to the east of the hospital at the cost 
of about Rupees 12,000. This amount could be detained from the sale off an 
area of 8 beeghas, 14 cottohs and 3 chittacks of land in the Howrah jail 
building. And a small section near the Magistrate's cutchery could be saved 
for the detention of prisoners, Ibid. 
208. Ibid. 
209. Arthur Howell, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, Simla, 16' June 
1877; Question as to the necessity or otherwise of extending the Reformatory 
schools act to the several Provinces of British India, Home Department 
Proceedings, Judicial, June 1877, Nos. 303-317, NAI. 
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• 7 I n 
provinces. The rules sanctioned for the Ahpur Reformatory schools by 
the Governor General in Council were as follows: 
7 1 1 
RULE I: No boy was to be sent to a Reformatory School on a first 
conviction (except as provided in Rule III) if under 10 years of age for a 
less period than five years; if over 10, for a less period than three years, 
unless he would be sooner attained the age of 18. 
RULE IL On a subsequent conviction for a similar offence a boy under 
10 years of age was not to be sent to a Reformatory School for a less 
period than seven years; if over 10, for a less period than five years, 
unless he would be sooner attained the age of 18. 
RULE IIL A first conviction might be brought a boy under Rule IL 
(1) if he belonged to a criminal tribe, 
(2) if either of his parents was an habitual criminal, 
(3) if he was destitute, 
(4) if the offence of which he was convicted was one arguing great 
depravity. 
About 68 juvenile convicts were confined in Alipore juvenile 
reformatory school.^'^ From 1'' January 1880 to 31'' May 1882, 683 male 
juveniles were admitted into central and district jails of Bengal 
210. Ibid. 
211. Ibid. 
212. Ibid. 
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Presidency. Of these 683 male juvenile convicts, 64 were under 10 
years of age, 149 were between under 10 and 12 years of age, 203 were 
between 12 and 14 years of age, 207 were between 14 and 16 years of 
age. Not less than 573 boys, out of 683, were convicted for the offences 
of theft and house - breaking, 7 for murder, 8 for culpable homicide, 2 
for assault, 14 for gambling and 79 boys for "Other offences." '"* A 
second Reformatory School had been established at Hazaribagh in 
1882.-" This institution was reserved for the juvenile convicts of Bihar 
and Chota Nagpur. The accommodation for the juvenile convicts in the 
Alipur Juvenile Reformatory School was increased in 1890 from 200 to 
236.''^ 
Thus before and after the enforcement of the Juvenile Reformatory 
Schools Act V of 1876 in Bombay, Madras and Bengal Presidencies the 
Juvenile reformatory schools were established gradually by the efforts of 
the British administrators. In the North-Western Provinces the Juvenile 
Reformatory schools were established in Bareilly. 
213. The management and the working of Reformatory Schools, Home Department 
Proceedings, Jails - A, September 1899, Nos. 10-17, p.23, NAI. 
214. Ibid. 
215. H.C. Streatfield, I.C.S. Officiating Secretary to the Cfovemment of Bengal to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Central Department, Education-
No.289, Calcutta, the 11* January 1908; Amalgamation of the Alipore and 
Hazaribagh Reformatory Schools, Home Department Proceedings, Simla 
Records 1, Education - A, February 1908, Nos. 176-177, p.7, NAI. 
216. Ibid. 
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Ctiapter- 6 
Transfer of the Management oftHe ^formatory 
ScHookfrom the JaiC(Department to the education 
department, Surveillance System of (Discharged (Boys 
restarting of (BorstaCInstitution 
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CHAPTER - VI 
TRANSFER OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
REFORMATORY SCHOOLS FROM THE JAIL 
DEPARTMENT TO THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM OF DISCHARGED BOYS & 
STARTING OF BORSTAL INSTITUTION 
Till the year of 1897 all the Juvenile Reformatories were working 
under the Juvenile Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876. But the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 was modified in 1897 by the 
Supreme Court Government. And on 11* March 1897 the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897 was enforced in India.' When the 
Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 was before the Governor-General in 
Council it was not considered advantageous by him, due to the odd 
circumstances of India, to apply its provisions to the case of girl 
criminals. The small number of female youthfijl offenders in India, and 
the proportionately large expenditure which was involved in providing 
1. The Reformatory Schools Act, 1897, Government of India, Legislative 
Department, the Unrepealed General Acts of the Governor General in 
Council, from 1887 to 1897, Vol. IV, Fourth Edition, Calcutta, Superintendent 
Government Printing, India, S.C. Banerjee, Legal Assistant, Legislative 
Department, Calcutta, the l" March, 1909, p.557. 
2. Proposed application of the law relating to Reformatory Schools of girls 
criminals, Home Department Proceedings Jails, May 1896, No. 88-89, p.5, 
National Archives of India (hereinafter NAI) 
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establishments for them, no doubt constituted objections to apply the 
provisions of the Reformatory Schools Act to females. But this time in 
1897 the Government of India had extended the provisions of the 
Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897 to the case of girl criminals. In the 
Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897, under Section 31(2), the term 
"youthful offender" also included a girl."^  From this time all the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools started to work under the provision of this Act. 
Till the year of 1899 the Juvenile Reformatory Schools were 
working under the Jail Department. But from this year the management of 
these schools were transferred from the Jail Department to the Education 
Department by the orders of the Central Government. And this necessity 
was recognized by the Central Government when the Second 
Reformatory School was started in the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh. Due to the insufficient accommodation for juvenile convicts in the 
Bareilly Reformatory School, on 16* March 1898, the Inspector General 
of Jails, N.W.P. and Oudh suggested to the Local Government that Sansia 
buildings at Fatehgarh should be converted into a second reformatory 
3. Ibid. 
4. The Reformatory Schools Act, 1897, Government of India, Legislative 
Department, the Unrepealed General Acts of the Governor General in 
Council, From 1887 to 1897, Vol. IV, Fourth Edition, Calcutta, 
Superintendent Government Printing, India, S.C. Banerjee, Legal Assistant, 
Legislative Department, Calcutta, the L' March, 1909, p. 566. 
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school in North Western Provinces and Oudh.^  And in place of 
agricultural training, the practical knowledge of carpentry and 
blacksmith's work should be given to the juvenile convicts like Alipur 
Reformatory School.^  On the other hand the Local Government wanted to 
have one of the boys prisons arranged as a reformatory in a Central Jail. 
The Local Government was not in favour of the training of Carpentry and 
Q 
Blacksmith's work for juvenile convicts. In Madras Presidency the 
Reformatory School was under the control of the Director of Public 
Instruction.^  And the Central Government wanted that all the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools should be worked under this scheme in all other 
Provinces too. Even the Local Government was also agreed on this point 
that in most of the cases it came to know that whatever trade they taught 
in the reformatory, caste associations in most cases led them to return on 
release to that occupation. It added "at the same time agricultural work 
and gardening must remain an essential part of the technical training 
5. Remarks of the Secretary of State in reviewing the Report on the Bareilly 
Reformatory School for 1897 as to the inexpediency of the connection of 
Reformatory Schools with Jails and the desirability of agricultural and 
industrial training of boys in these institutions, Home Department 
Proceedings, Simla Records 5, Jails, September 1898, Nos. 39 to 44, p. 3 NAI. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Even Lord George Francis Hamilton, Secretary of State for India, himself 
suggested that some accommodation should be provided at one of the Central 
Jails, in each province to those girl criminals who were sentenced to more than 
three month's imprisonment. Ibid. 
8. Ibid, p.4. 
9. In the Chingleput Reformatory School of Madras the juvenile convicts were 
learning agricultural and other industrial trainings, Ibid, p. 11. 
10. Ibid, p.4. 
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given at the reformatory. The bulk of the inmates in the Bareilly 
Reformatory belong to purely agricultural classes, many of whom will 
not, under any system of training, become skilled mechanics. To such 
persons a practical knowledge of gardening and agriculture, combined 
with the habits of industry acquired by such work, is likely to prove of 
most service on discharge."" The local government was never wanted to 
use Sansia building at Fatehgarh as a juvenile reformatory building for 
the detention of boys belonged to Criminal Tribes. Then the Government 
of North Western Provinces and Oudh in 1898 had directed to the 
Inspector General of Prisons to arrange one of the boy's prisons in a 
Central Jail into a Second Reformatory school.'^ 
During the procedure of the establishment of a Second Reformatory 
School in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh two questions were raised 
by Lord George Francis Hamilton, Secretary of State for India, regarding the 
Control of Reforaiatory Schools by the Education Department and about the 
mdustrial training in Reformatory Schools. He appreciated the Madras 
Reformatory School system which was under the management of the 
11. Ibid. 
12. Ibid, p. 7. 
13. Remarks on the undesirability of arranging one of the boy's prisons in a 
Central Jail as a second Reformatory School in the North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, Diary No.246, From the Secretary of State for India, No. 24 
(Judicial), dated the 14* July 1898, Ibid, p. 4. 
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Education Department and situated at a station where there was no prison. 
Refonnatory School at Chingleput of Madras Presidency was working under 
some rules relating to the constitution and working of the Reformatory 
School, Chingleput, which had been sanctioned by the Government in 1898 
under section 26(12) of the Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897.'^ Under 
the Act The Director of Public Instruction as Inspector-General, a 
Superintendent, a Deputy Superintendent, sixteen masters instructors and 
compounders were appointed in the Reformatory School at Chingleput. 
District Medical and Sanitary Officer were posted as Superintendent with an 
allowance of Rs.lOO per mensem.'^ The juvenile convicts were learning the 
trades of Carpentry, Blacksmith's work, weaving, tape making, tailoring in 
the Chingleput Reformatory. The juvenile convicts were divided into two 
divisions - the boys over fourteen years of age were of senior division, and 
the boys under fourteen years of age were of junior division.'^ 
14. Ibid, p. 1. 
15. Supervision of boys discharged from reformatory schools, Home Department 
Proceedings, Simla Records 4, Education-A, September 1906, Nos. 89-96, 
P.13.NAI. 
16. From the Hon'ble Mr. A.G. Bourne, D.S.C., F.R.S., Director of Public 
Instruction to the Secretary of Public Instruction to the Secretary to 
Government, Educational Department, Madras, 12* September 1904, No. 
5667, Ibid, p. 14. 
17. Ibid. 
18. Ibid, p. 17. 
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The juvenile convicts were attending the general education classes up to 
the fourth standard.'^ Governor in Council had directed, under section 26, sub-
section (2), of the Reformatory School Act, 1897, to the management of the 
reformatory school of Chingleput that spirits and intoxicating drugs (including 
opium and ganja), tobacco and snuff were to be prohibited articles into the 
school, and any person found introducing or attempting to introduce into the 
school was to be prosecuted. The scale of diet was to be as follows: 
19. Ibid. 
20. The Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897 declared that in the absence of a 
Board of Management the Local Government might be made rules consistent 
with this Act to regulate the conduct of business of the Board, the management 
of the school, the education and industrial training of youthful offenders, to 
visit and communicate with youthful offenders, the terms and conditions under 
which any articles declared by the Board to be "prohibited articles" might be 
introduced into or removed out of the school; the manner in which such 
articles were to be removed when introduced without due authority; the 
conditions and limitations under which such articles might be supplied outside 
the school to any youthful offender under order of detention therein; the 
conditions on which the possession by any such youthful offender of such 
articles might be sanctioned; the penalties to be imposed for the supply or 
possession of such articles when supplied or possessed without due authority, 
the punishment of offences committed by youthful offenders, to prescribe the 
articles which were to be deemed to be "prohibited articles"; The Reformatory 
Schools Act, 1897, Government of India, Legislative Department, the 
Unrepealed General Acts of the Governor General in Council, from 1887 to 
1897, Vol. IV, Fourth Edition, Calcutta, Superintendent Government Printing, 
India, S.C. Banerjee, Legal Assistant, Legislative Department, Calcutta, 1^ ' 
March, 1909, Chapter III, Management of Reformatory Schools, The 
Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897, pp. 564-565. 
21. From the Hon'ble Mr. A.G. Bourne, D.S.C., F.R.S., Director of Public 
Instruction to the Secretary to Government, Educational Department, Madras 
12"^  September 1904, No. 5667, Supervision of boys discharged from 
Reformatory Schools, Home Department Proceedings, Education-A, 
September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p. 14. 
22. Ibid.p.l5. 
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Ragi, Cholam, or Cumbu (everyday except Sunday) 20 OZ 
Rice (on Sunday) 20 OZ 
Garlic (on Monday, Wednesday and Friday) 30 grains, 
Mutton (on Thursday and Sunday) 4 OZ 
Dried fish (on Tuesday) 4 OZ 
Vegetable 4 OZ 
Dal 2 OZ 
Tamarind 1V2 OZ 
Ghee, or gingelly oil '/2 OZ 
Onions Vi OZ 
Curry-powder Vi OZ 
Salt V2 OZ 
The following registers and accounts were to be maintained in the 
school. 
Register of Admissions and discharges. 
Pupils' weight register. 
Register of letters received. 
Register of letters dispatched. 
Register of gymnastics and drill. 
Library catalogue. 
23. Ibid, pp. 16-17. 
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Library register. 
Office journal. 
Pay abstract. 
Acquaintance roll. 
Register of contingent expenditure. 
Register of annual returns to the Account-General. 
Inventory of valuable stock. 
Stock books of stationery articles and printed forms. 
Book of bill forms and receipt forms for the manufacturing department. 
Stock book of tools, implements, &c. 
Stock book of rations. 
Diet roll. 
Cash account of expenditure under rations. 
Register of receipts and issues of pupils. 
Clothing, bedding, &c. 
Clothing of raw materials. 
Clothing of work done for the school. 
Sale or credit book of manufactured articles. 
Stock and sale account of textile fabrics. 
Cash account of receipts. 
Register of outstandings. 
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General mark register. 
Mark register for each industrial class. 
Punishment book. 
Conduct badge register. 
Register of mark, work and badge money. 
Pupils' Savings Bank account. 
History of discharged pupils. 
In the Madras Presidency all enquires about past students of the 
Reformatory school who resided in the Mufassal were made by the 
District Magistrates through their revenue subordinates. '^* The released 
boys who resided in the Presidency town the enquiries were made by the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate through the police. When a boy was 
discharged he was given a letter to the District Magistrate who was 
requested to do what he could have done to ensure the boy's having a fair 
start in life, to furnish a brief report on the career taken up by the boy or 
the steps taken to provide him with work and to afford him all reasonable 
protection against his own evil disposed relations and friends. Seventy 
Seven percent of Juvenile Convicts of Chingleput Reformatory School 
24. The Management and Working of Reformatory Schools, Home Department 
Proceedings, Jails-A, September 1899, Nos. 10-17, p. 2, NAI. 
25. Ibid. 
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released from 1887 to 1898 got an employment largely through the 
school and Magistrates. 
Thus the Chingleput Reformatory School of Madras was producing 
good result under the management of Education Department. After the 
good achievement of the Education Department in Chingleput 
Reformatory School, Lord George Francis Hamilton, Secretary of State 
for India, gave his proposal that the management of all the reformatory 
schools of India should transferred from the Jail management to the 
Educational Department. But except the Government of the North-
western Provinces and Oudh, all the local governments had rejected this 
proposal. The reasons of all the local governments behind the refusal of 
this scheme were as follows: 
• The Government of Bengal was doubtful that if the Alipur 
Reformatory School and the Hazaribagh Reformatory School 
would be transfer under the Education Department, then emphasis 
26. Out of 36 juvenile convicts 10 boys got employment in those trades which 
they learnt in the school and 3 boys were enlisted in the Madras Army, after 
their released. From 1887 to 1889, 249 juvenile convicts were released from 
the school. Out of 249 boys, 189 boys got engaged in job of trades, and 130 
boys helped by the training of the school or employed in trades. 21 boys were 
not reported after released. The conduct of 19 released boys were not 
satisfactory. And 5 released boys reconvicted. Ibid, p. 2. 
27. Ibid, p. 1. 
28. Ibid. 
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would be given on the literary education by the Education 
Department. And discipline would not be strict. 
• The Government of Bombay gave its point that this government 
had no reason to change the present system of management. This 
government had an opinion that improvement was not the reason 
which led the Madras Government to transfer the control of the 
Chingleput reformatory to the Education Department. The 
reformatory and school aspects of the question were prominently 
before the Madras Government, and at any rate they acknowledged 
the advantages which they considered to have accrued from the 
transfer.^ ° 
• The Lieutenant Governor of Burma had contemplated that the 
atmosphere of prison rule was an essential element for strict 
discipline. This government was also not in favour of this 
proposal. '^ 
• The Chief Commissioner of the Central provinces was an opinion 
that the choice of a Superintendent was much more important than 
the choice of the controlling Department. According to him the 
motive of the management should be to make boys fit to earn their 
29. Ibid,p.3. 
30. Ibid, p.2. 
31. Ibid, pp. 3-4. 
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livelihood by a literary or commercial education and to achieve this 
motive he supported the control of the Education Department. In 
the matter of the training of practical handicrafts, he supported the 
Jail Department as better management m reformatory school. 
However, all the local governments were not agreed on the 
proposal of the transfer of the reformatory management under the control 
of the Education Department. But on the basis of the annual reports of the 
Reformatories, it had been practically admitted in all the provinces that 
attention was not giving to the reformation of the boys sufficiently. The 
Reformatory School of the Bombay Presidency was simply like a jail. 
Mr. Alexander, Inspector General of Jails in November 1898 in his report 
admitted that Bombay Reformatory School was not a working like a 
reformation institution. Because it was not managed on sound lines.^ "^  
Inspector General had informed to the local government that the 
discipline in the reformatory school was very strict. Carpentry, 
Blacksmith's work, Painting, Tailoring, Book-Binding and Gardening 
were the trainings of the juvenile convicts in reformatory school. The 
32. Ibid. 
33. Ibid. 
34. Ibid, p. 2. 
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training was mainly non-agricultural. He suggested that Reformatory 
or 
Institution should be more of a school about and less of a prison. 
The annual report for 1898 contained a severe criticism of the 
method of technical instruction by a native gentleman who visited the 
school in February 1897. Mr. Alexander had informed the local Inspector 
of Education that the Reformatory School was more terrible place than 
the prison itself He admitted himself to the local Inspector of Education 
that, "inasmuch as, for seemingly lighter offences, boys are detained 
much longer."^^ The annual reports of the Reformatory School of 
Bombay gave less information about the training of the boys and its 
results. The information about the released juvenile convicts was barely 
sufficient. The armual reports gave the regular information about the 
conduct and health of the juvenile convicts, and about the discipline in 
the Reformatory School. In 1895 and in 1896, 64 juvenile convicts were 
discharged from the Reformatory School of Bombay Presidency. Out of 
64 boys, 5 boys got employed in agricultural work, and 26 boys followed 
other occupations. In 1898, 10 juvenile convicts were released from the 
reformatory school. Out of these 10 boys, one boy was reconvicted, one 
35. In the Bombay Reformatory School the Jail Department was not giving 
emphasis on the learning of work of juvenile convicts. And there was need to 
encourage juvenile convicts to learn trades thoroughly. Ibid. 
36. Ibid. 
37. Ibid. 
38. Ibid, p. 3. 
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had a bad character and he was doing nothing. One boy was not made any 
use of the trade and taught in the school. The report was not 
satisfactory. Mr. Alexander, Inspector General of Jails, Bombay 
Presidency, was not in favour of the surveillance of the discharged boys. 
Even the Governor in Council was against the enquiry of discharged 
boys. According to him, a freedom should be given to the boys after their 
release like other people of the society. 
In the Bengal Presidency two Reformatory School, at Alipore and 
Hazaribagh were running. Both schools were working on the same lines. 
Both reformatory schools were more prisons and little reformatory 
schools."^ The mechanical instructions were not good enough in the 
Reformatory School of Hazaribagh. In the Reformatory School at Alipur, 
the trades of carpentry, paintings, book-binding, cane-work, blacksmith's 
work, tin work and printing were taught. In the Reformatory School of 
Hazaribagh the principal industry was blanket and cloth weaving."*^ From 
1895 to 1897, 422 boys were discharged. 242 released boys were traced 
by the management of Reformatory School.'*'* Out of 242 boys, 30 boys 
were teaching in the schools, 38 boys were viewed with suspicion or they 
39. Ibid. 
40. Ibid. 
41. Ibid. 
42. In the Alipur Reformatory School and in the Hazaribagh Reformatory School 
the training of juvenile convicts were chiefly non-agricultural. Ibid. 
43. Ibid. 
44. Ibid. 
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were in jail, and the rest were either following some occupation of daily 
labour or were maintaining by their friends."^ ^ In 1897, 72 boys were 
discharged from the reformatory school of Hazaribagh out of 72 boys, 34 
boys were not been traced, 10 boys viewed with suspicion or in jail, 2 
were employed in the trade of handicrafts, 7 were in agricultural work/^ 
The results were very disappointing. Even the local government observed 
that the results were not good enough."^ ^ The reasons behind these worst 
results were the caste difficulty in the case of Hindus, the reformatories 
were running primarily for financial profits, school management was 
giving less importance to the reformation of the boys in the reformatory 
schools, lazy attitude of released boys towards their regular life and the 
unwillingness of the boys towards their want of capital, and the 
AQ 
difficulties which they were facing to find out the employment. 
Lieutenant Governor had suggested that to get rid of all these problems 
the training of all types of trades should given to all the juvenile convicts 
on the basis of their castes. Efforts should be made by the local 
government to obtain employment for the discharged boys."^ ^ He was not 
in favour of the agricultural training in the reformatory school, because it 
45. Ibid. 
46. Ibid. 
47. Ibid. 
48. Ibid. 
49. Ibid. 
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was useless for the town boys.^ *^  In 1895, the Government of Bengal had 
decided that in order to ignore the surveillance of the released boys from 
the police, the discharged boys should have been watched only during the 
year of their discharged. Later the Bengal Government started to make 
wider enquiries, and proposed to use Education Department and other 
non-police agency for the enquiries of discharged boys. ' 
In the Reformatory School of Bareilly, the principle industry was 
cane-work. This industry was not much useflil. Juvenile convicts were 
learning gardening and an industry work on alternate weaks. A carpentry 
shop had also been started later. 151 juvenile convicts were released 
from the reformatory school of Bareilly. Out of 151 released boys, 48 
boys were not traced, 13 boys were following industrial occupation, 37 
boys were working in agricultural field; perhaps as labourers, 18 boys 
were doing service, 7 boys were searching employment, 6 boys were 
keeping shops, 1 boy became craftsmen, one was attending school, 2 boys 
died, 18 boys reconvicted. Report was not satisfactory.^ "^ To overcome 
50. He was an opinion that the relatives of town boys did not have lands for 
farming, therefore, agricultural training would not help them to get daily 
labour. Ibid. 
51. Ibid. 
52. In the Bareilly Reformatory School the emphasis was giving on the financial 
profits of school through industrial training of boys. Ibid. 
53. Ibid. 
54. The Lieutenant Governor believed that the juvenile convicts criminal and 
imprisonment background could not prevent people from employing them. 
Ibid. 
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from all these problems, it was proposed to give the training of 
agriculture or a handicraft to boys, according to their likings or dislikings. 
An agriculturist could learn the work of carpentry or blacksmith in 
addition of agriculture. The District Magistrate made enquiries for a 
period of three years of all the released juvenile convicts from the 
Reformatory School of Bareilly.^^ 
The Insein Reformatory School at Paungde in Burma had been 
established in 1881. The Insein Reformatory School of Burma was also 
working like a jail.^ The boys were learning cane-work, gardening, 
tinsmith's work, carpentry and polishing. The local government 
observed that the industrial training was not giving properly to the boys. 
The conditions of the school were bad. To find out the employment for 
discharged boys in Burma was easy due to the non-existence of caste 
CO 
system. The Inspector General of Jails said that there is a wield field for 
honest industry of almost any description in this Province in which the 
struggle for existence among the lower orders cannot be said yet to have 
begun. If youthful offenders detained in a reformatory are purged of their 
evil habits and are provided with a fair education and good stock of 
55. Ibid. 
56. The Director of Public Instruction himself admitted that the Insein 
Reformatory School was next door to jail, Ibid. 
57. This time in the Insein Reformatory School the training of juvenile convicts 
were mainly non-agricultural. Ibid. p. 4. 
58. Ibid. 
487 
health and energy, they need encounter no difficulty here in earning on 
honest livelihood.^^ In 1897, 24 boys were released. Out of 24 boys, 8 
boys were not found out, or no report, 2 boys were in jail, one boy was 
trade learnt at school, 13 boys were earning their livelihood or living with 
their friends.^ In 1898, 24 juvenile convicts were released. Out of 24 
boys, 7 boys had not been traced, 3 boys could not be found out, 1 boy 
went to Indies, 1 was in jail, 2 were following the trade learnt in school, 
rest of all were living with their parents or earning livelihood.*' 
According to the Inspector General of jails the farming and gardening the 
principal subjects of instruction was a mistake. The Lieutenant Governor 
suggested that technical education should be transferred under the control 
of the Education Department. 
In the beginning the Jubbulpore Reformatory School was on its 
worst conditions. ^ The motive to reform the boys and to make them self-
dependent by teaching them trades was not followed in the Jubbulpore 
Reformatory School. Because the boy's jail was combined with a tent 
factory. But later the tent house was dissociated from the reformatory by 
59. Ibid. 
60. Ibid. 
61. Ibid. 
62. Ibid. 
63. This government was an opinion that boys could learn the simple operations of 
ploughing, sowing etc. about the agriculture, but they could not learn the 
hereditary lore of the villagers, Ibid. 
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the Chief Commissioner.^'' And after this dissociation, the training of 
weaving, shoe-making, gardening, tailoring, carpentr}' work, blacksmith's 
work had been started in the reformatory. The training was non-
agricultural in the Jubbulpore Reformatory School. Because the local 
government was not in favour of agricultural training.^^ Even after these 
improvements the results were not good. Till the year of 1898, 98 boys 
were released from the reformatory school. Only 44 boys were employed. 
Out of 44 boys 9 boys were practicing handicrafts. Out of 98 boys, 14 
boys were reconvicted.^*' According to the Inspector General of Jails the 
system of apprenticing should be followed on a large scale in place of 
confinement of the boys in a reformatory. 
The Madras Reformatory School was working better and giving 
successful results under the control of the Education Department. 
Education Department was giving much emphasis towards the 
reformation and industrial training of the boys.^ ^ On the other hand the 
reformatory schools of other Presidencies at their worst conditions under 
the jail department. The jail department was not giving much attention 
64. In the .Tubbulpore Reformatory School the management was giving more 
emphasis on the surveillance of the boys after their release, Ibid. 
65. Ibid. 
66. Ibid. 
67. Ibid. 
68. Ibid. 
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towards the reformation and training of the boys.^^ However, some 
improvements were followed in the reformatory system by the local 
governments under the spur of the Secretary of State's Dispatch. But only 
under the control of the Education Department permanent reform could 
be carried out.''^  The government officers, who were in favour of the 
management of the Education Department in the reformatory schools, had 
an opinion that under the control of the Education Department the 
reformatory school could be considered by public more as a school and 
less as a jail. Then it would not be difficult for boys to get employment. 
After many discussions and arguments on the subject of the 
working management of the juvenile reformatory, the suggestions of the 
Secretary of State had been accepted by the Central Government in 
1899. And the Supreme Government gave the order to all the local 
governments that all the reformatory schools were to be transferred under 
the management of the Education Department. Under the rules prescribed 
by the Government of India the juvenile reformatory was to be under the 
69. The government administrators believed that under the management of the 
Education Department the boys would be able to get the sympathy of the 
native people and boys would be felt less ashamed at having been connected 
with the school and would be willingly accepted the school's help after their 
release. And it would be easy to adopt surveillance system of boys after their 
release. Ibid. 
70. Ibid. 
71. Ibid. 
72. Ibid. 
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-7 0 
enclosed area of the jail. An efficient Superintendent was to be 
appointed. Efforts were to be made by the Education Department for boys 
to get employment easily after their release. The reformatory school was 
to be worked under the Apprenticing system. Reports were to be sent by 
the management about the reformation and training of the boys and also 
about the working of the management.^ "^ 
After the orders of the Supreme Government the juvenile 
reformatory schools of India were gradually transferred under the 
management of the Education Department. From 1876 to 1900 the Alipur 
Reformatory School was managed by the Jail Department with the 
assistance of a Board of Management. In this institution the Inspector 
General of Jails and the Superintendent were working as the President 
and Vice-President of the school. But in 1900 the charge of this 
institution was transferred to the Education Department. Then the 
Management of Education Department noticed that the buildings were 
not properly constructed. Sleeping compartments of the juvenile convicts 
on the roof of the Central Buildings were not ventilated and lighted 
73. From H.C. Streatfeild, I.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal to the Secretary to the Government of India General Department, 
Education No. 289, Calcutta, the 11"" January 1908; Amalgamation of the 
Alipore and Hazaribagh Reformatory Schools, Home Department 
Proceedings, Simla Records 1, Education-A, February 1908, Nos. 176-177, p. 
7,NAI. 
74. Ibid. 
75. Ibid. 
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properly due to the small screened spaced'' However the workshop area 
was airy. Quarters for the teachers were not available and the water 
supply to the accommodation of juvenile convicts and to the work-sheds 
was not sufficient. Arrangements had not been made yet for the 
separation in the cases of contagious disease. Even there was no 
playground for the juvenile convicts. 46 boys were suffering by the 
77 
disease of beriberi in the Alipur Reformatory School. Due to all these 
problems an urgent need of transfer of all the juvenile convicts was 
observed by the Education Department. On the recommendation of the 
Education Department the Government of Bengal observed that 
Hazaribagh Reformatory, situated at the neighbourhood of Calcutta, was 
a healthy place. And it would be cheaper to transfer temporarily all the 
juvenile convicts from the Alipur Reformatory School to the Hazaribagh 
Reformatory school in place of the construction of a new cubicles, a 
work-shed, a feeding shed, teacher's quarters, a dairy-house, and a 
no 
weaving and spinning house in Alipur institution. But after some 
alteration in the Building of Hazaribagh Reformatory School all the 
70 
juvenile convicts could be accommodated easily. So the Government of 
Bengal Presidency under Section 5(c) of the Reformatory Schools Act of 76. This cubicle portions were built originally for pris ners in the Jail. Ibid. 
77. Beri-Beri is a nervous disease cause by deficiency of vitamin B, Ibid, p.8. 
78. Ibid. 
79. The total expenditure of 3 lakhs rupees was involved in the alteration in the 
Hazaribagh Reformatory School. 
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1897 requested to the Central Government to sanction the closing of the 
Alipore Reformatory School and the transfer of all the juvenile convicts 
from the Alipore Reformatory School to the Hazaribagh Reformatory 
School. On the request of the government of Bengal the Supreme 
Government on 29 February 1908 under Section 5(c) of the Reformatory 
Schools Act VIII of 1897 passed an order for the closing of the Alipur 
institution and the transfer of all the juvenile convicts from Alipore 
institution to the Hazaribagh institution.^° After six months on T^  
September 1908, a new Juvenile Jail was started at Alipore by the efforts 
of the government of Bengal. On 12* December 1908, Mr. M. Galvin, 
Medical Officer, Eastern Bengal State Railway, Sealdah, was appointed 
as the whole time Superintendent for the new juvenile jail at Alipore, 
with an allowance of 200 a month.^' 
The Secretary of State in 1898, while commenting on the Bareilly 
Reformatory School Report, also observed that "the tables in the report 
showing the occupations of boys after release were confined to those 
released during the year under report." On this matter the Government 
80. Ibid. 
81. Creation of an Appointment of whole-time Superintendent for the juvenile jail, 
Alipore and the grant of a personal Allowance to Mr. M. Galvin, first 
incumbent of the Post, Home Department Proceedings, Jails-A, June 1909, 
Nos. 13-14,p. 1,NAI,. 
82. Letter from the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, No. 14018, 
Dated the 29* November 1904, Proposed discontinuous or Modification of 
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of Bombay stated that "a boy trained in the Reformatory should, when he 
has once been started in life, be as free from surveillance as any other 
member of the community and should not be prevented from severing his 
connection with the past by official enquiries as to his occupation and 
mode of life."^^ In the resolution of the 2"'* September 1899, the request 
was repeated that a "statement should be appended to the annual report on 
each school showing what has become of the boys released during the 
preceding three years and who amongst them are following trades learnt 
in the school." '^* (3N 14* October 1899, instructions were issued by the 
Home Department regarding the preparation of the Statements (Form I 
and II) appended to the annual reports on Reformatory Schools in India. 
Statement II dealt with the conduct subsequent to release of boys 
discharged during the three years preceding the year of report. A 
committee was appointed to consider matters connected with the 
introduction into the Punjab of the Reformatory Schools Act (VIII of 
1897).^ *' The committee gave a proposal to institute a system of 
allowances apart from money earned by the boys as to check the good 
Statement II appended to the Reformatory Schools Report, Home Department 
Proceedings, Education-A, February 1905, Nos. 18-19, p. 1, NAI. 
83. Ibid. 
84. Ibid. 
85. Ibid. 
86. Extract from the proceedings of the committee appointed to consider matters 
connected with the introduction into the Punjab of the Reformatory Schools 
Act (VIII of 1987), Ibid, p. 9. 
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conduct of the discharged boys, which would be entailed upon 
government on annual expenditure of not more than about Rs. 1,250 for 
such allowances. According to the committee the Superintendent and 
committee of visitors should be permitted to depute any member of the 
reformatory staff to visit the place where the boy resided and to make 
enquiries about him on the information of his bad behaviour. 
Superintendent's traveling and other expenses connected with such visit 
and enquiries should be paid by the Government. Every efforts should be 
made by the District Magistrates to obtain employment for released boy 
and to induce some respectable and influential resident of the place in 
which the discharged boy would be resided to be helpful towards the 
boy.^ ^ 
In the year of 1904, Chief Commissioner of Central Provinces had 
an opinion that the enquiries of the discharged boys from the 
management of the reformatory might be prejudiced the boys in attaining 
OQ 
a respectable livelihood. According to the authorities and the director of 
Public Instruction of the Reformatory school of Central Provinces the 
enquiries disclosed to the public the previous career of the boy. So the 
87. According to the committee a boy classed as good would be paid R4, a boy 
classed as fair would be paid R3, a boy classed as indifferent would be paid 
R2-8-0, Ibid, p. 9. 
88. Ibid. 
89. F.S.A. Slocock, I.C.S., Second Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central 
Provinces to the Secretary to the Government of India, No. 14018, 29' 
November 190, Ibid, p. 5. 
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Chief Commissioner of Central Provinces had recommended some 
modification in the Statement 11.^ *^  But the Central Government wanted to 
know about the present system of inquiry which was in practice, and also 
wanted to know with what degree of frequency they were subjected to 
inquiry. So the Government of India had asked these questions from all 
the local Governments:^' 
1) What was the existing system of inquiry in regard to the conduct of 
boys discharged from Reformatory Schools. 
2) By what agency the information regarding released boys was 
obtained.^^ 
3) With what degree of frequency the boys were subjected to 
94 
mquny. 
4) Whether the present practice was found to have a discouraging 
effect on the boys themselves.^^ 
5) How far the present practice could have been said to be successful 
in its object of obtaining complete information.^^ 
90. Ibid. 
91. From Local Governments and Administrations, Precis of the replies to the 
letter of the Government of India regarding the supervision of boys discharged 
from Reformatory Schools, Nos. 107-111, 3'^ '' February 1905, Supervision of 
boys discharged from Reformatory Schools, Education-A, September 1906, 
Nos. 89-96, p.I, NAI. 
92. Ibid. 
93. Ibid. 
94. Ibid. 
95. Ibid. 
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6) Whether inquires now made into the conduct of released boys 
should have been or should not have been discontinued. 
7) If continued, what improvements of the existing system were 
suggested.^^ 
8) Whether the Punjab system of giving a monthly allowance for one 
year should have been introduced generally as a means of placing a 
check on the good conduct of ex-pupils.^ 
The replies of the local governments were as follows: 
In the Bengal Presidency the agency of Educational Officers of the 
rank of Inspecting Pandits, Sub-Inspectors, and Deputy Inspectors of 
Schools were working on the surveillance of the released boys from the 
reformatory school.'"" In Calcutta an additional Sub-Inspector of schools 
was specially appointed to assist the Deputy Inspector of schools in the 
inquiries of the released boys. In Calcutta at intervals of one to two 
months inquiries were made of discharged boys. In the mufassal inquiries 
were generally made about two times in one year.'"' In certain districts 
when the necessary information was to be furnished to the 
Superintendents of the reformatory school only then the inquiries were 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid, p.2. 
Ibid, p.3. 
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made. " The local government stated that the object of the Board of 
Management was to assist the boys in obtaining an honest livelihood. The 
Education Department or authorities was not helpful towards the released 
boys to get employment. "^^ The Education Department of the Alipore 
Reformatory School and the Hazaribagh Reformatory School were 
getting an allowance from some Claude Martin Fund.'^^ The 
Superintendents of both the reformatory schools had an opinion that after 
the released and during the period of findings employment the released 
boys would be required some money. Then they decided to give some 
money to the released boys out of the allotments which they were getting 
from Claude Martin Fund."^^ In 1902, Rupees 96 were given by the 
Superintendent of the Alipore Reformatory School to the released boys 
from that school. Rupees 50 in 1903, Rupees 75 in 1904, and Rupees 93 
in 1905 were given to the released boys by him. On the recommendation 
of the Education Officer some tools were also given to the released 
boys.'"^ The Superintendent of the Alipore Reformatory School had spent 
102. This surveillance system was of a friendly character. Ibid. 
103. Ibidp.2. 
104. T.W. Richardson, I.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, General Department, Education No. 
858T-G., Darjeeling, the 12"^  June 1906, Proposed Discontinuance or 
Modification of Statement II Appended to the Reformatory Schools Report, 
Education-A, February 1905, Nos. 18-19, NAI, p. 30. 
105. Ibid. 
106. The money was given only to that boy, who had a good conduct during the 
period of imprisonment. Ibid Ibid. 
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Rupees 373 in 1905 to send a European boy to England. The Board of 
Management of the Alipore Reformatory School had an opinion that the 
system of the school was working fairly in the past three years. The 
Board of Management of the Hazaribagh Reformatory School considered 
that the system of the school was excellent.'^ Sir Alexander Pedler, the 
late Director of Public Instruction, admitted in a report that though the 
present system to keep watch over discharged boys was not a successful, 
but was better than the old system of police sur\'eillance. And it was 
working fairly satisfactory. He also suggested that inquiries should 
made in a sympathetic manner and as privately as possible. This system 
was generally successful in draw out accurate information about the 
released boys required by the management of the reformatory school.'" 
At the Hazaribagh Reformatory School the released boys had also got 
some money by the Superintendent out of his allotments which he 
received. In 1902 he gave Rs. 5, Rs. 12 in 1903, Rs. 26 in 1904 and Rs. 
35 in 1905 to the released boys. He gave money only to those released 
boys who had a very good character during the detention period. 
107. Not more than 10 Rupees was given to any boy. Ibid.. 
108. Ibid. 
109. Ibid. 
110. Ibid. 
111. Ibid. 
112. Ibid. 
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However tools and clothes were not given to the released boys in the 
113 Hazaribagh Reformatory School. 
A committee consisted of the Gentlemen Mr. Justice F.E. Pargiter, 
as President, Sir Alexander Pedler as a Member, Mr. B.L. Gupta, Mr. 
Nalin Behari Sirkar, Major W.J. Buchanan, I.M.S., Mr. D.M. Hamilton, 
Mr. J.D. Nimmo, Mr. C.J. Stevenson - Moore, Mr. F.A. Slacke, Raja 
Binaya Krishna Deb, Mr. G. Gordon (Member and Secretary) was 
appointed. A number of questions affecting Reformatory Schools were 
submitted for examination to this committee. The Hazaribagh Board and 
Sir A. Pedlar had an opinion that the system was not any great extent 
discouraging effects on boys."^ While the Alipore Board said that it was 
partially open to objection.' ^ Sir A. Pedler suggested that some help 
should be made by the District Officers to secure employment for 
discharged boys. Bengal Government had suggested that a surveillance of 
discharged boys more than two years was not necessary. Because honest 
boys would be able to get employment within one year of their 
i i 7 
discharged. On the question of the Government of India, whether 
enquiries now made should or should not be discontinued, the 
113. Ibid. 
114. Ibid, p. 4. 
115. According to Sir Alexander Pendler the surveillance system should be 
followed in a sympathetic and a private way. Ibid 
116. The management of Alipore Board was an opinion that the impact of this 
surveillance system on boys was very discouraging. Ibid. 
117. Ibid. 
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Government of Bengal gave its answer that information might be 
obtained regarding the effects of the reformatory school by a system of 
surveillance. Bengal government was in favour of the continuation of the 
l i s 
surveillance system in future. 
On 2" October 1905 the conference of Commissioners was held at 
Darjeeling. They came to the conclusion that inquiries should be made 
through the philanthropic and charitable persons."" An effort should be 
made to gain their sympathies for the released boys. The philanthropic 
and charitable persons should be induced by the management of the 
reformatory school to look after the released boys and personally 
handover to the boys any allowances that might be granted. 
The Government of Madras replied to all those questions which 
were asked by the Government of India. In the reformatory school of 
Madras Presidency a discharged boy was provided with a letter to the 
District Magistrate to gain his sympathy in the boy's behalf and requested 
him to do what he could do towards ensuring the released boy for a fair 
I •J T 
start in life. The District Magistrate was to maintained a brief report on 
118. Ibid. 
119. Ibid,p.30. 
120. Ibid. 
121. Precis of the replies to the letter of the Government of India regarding the 
supervision of boys discharged from Reformatory Schools, From Local 
Governments and Administrations; Supervision of boys discharged from 
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the career of the released boy. He was to made some efforts to provide 
work for released boy and to protect him against his own evil disposed 
relatives and friends. He was to convince some village officers to 
supervise the released boy. 
Revenue subordinates were also appointed by District Magistrates 
to keep watch on the released boys in the Mufassal. Those release boys 
who lived in the Presidency town were watched by the Chief Presidency 
Magistrates through the Police. Madras Government had an opinion that 
surveillance practice was not giving any negative or discouraging effect 
on the released boys themselves. In fact continuous connection were 
being maintained with the reformatory school by the released boys on 
their own selves. And they never felt disgrace on their connection with 
the school. Those boys also claimed the interest and intervention of the 
school authorities in their works.'^ "^ So the Madras Government was in 
favour of the surveillance system. Because it was working successfully in 
Madras Presidency. According to this government the work and results of 
the Reformatory School could be judged in future by this surveillance 
system. Madras Government suggested that the enquiries of the released 
Reformatory Schools, Home Department Proceedings, Education-A, 
September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p.l, NAI. 
122. District Magistrate had also appointed some village officers to supervise the 
boy and to check his activity. Because he was against the police surveillance 
123. Ibid,p.2. 
124. Ibid,p.3. 
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boys should be made through the revenue or village officials in place of 
police. This government was against the system of monthly allowance 
for released boys.'^^ Because when Boys left the school, they took with 
them their earnings ranged from Rs. 10 to 20 and in some cases nearly as 
much as Rs. 100 which was sufficient to keep them for a short time till 
they got an employment. It also suggested that the savings of the boys 
might be paid to them personally in the form of a monthly allowance in 
place of a lump to their parents. Earnings of the boy might be used to buy 
tools or might be invested in business of released boy with his consent. 
An enquiries should be made after six months for a period of three 
128 
years. 
The Government of Bombay replied that enquiries were made 
through the Deputy Educational Inspector of that district in which the boy 
resided. The Superintendent of the reformatory school communicated 
with the Deputy Education Inspector before one month from the date of 
boy's release. On the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
reformatory school the Deputy Education Inspector helped the boys to 
secure employment. The school master of the boy's town or village made 
125. Ibid, pp. 4-5. 
126. Madras Government was an opinion that the monthly allowance system could 
promote the tendency of idleness among the boys. Ibid, p.6. 
127. Ibid 
128. Ibid. 
129. Ibid, p. 1. 
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enquiries about the conduct of the boy and about the boy's progress in 
work under the orders of the Deputy Education Inspector. This 
Government recommended that enquiries should be made after six 
months for a period of three years. The percentage of unreported and 
untraced released boys had been decreased from past few years in this 
presidency due to the surveillance system. Apparently the effect of this 
system was not bad. This Government recommended that enquiries 
should be made after six months for a period of three years. The 
percentage of unreported and untraced released boys had been decreased 
from past few years in this presidency due to the surveillance system. 
J O ] 
Apparently the effect of this system was not bad. Like the governments 
of Bengal and Madras this government had supported the surveillance 
system of discharged boys. According to this government due to the 
surveillance of the released boy the results of the Reformatory School as 
well as its value could be judged. This government was on opinion that 
the surveillance system should not be abolished in fixture until it would 
not be given a bad impact upon the released boy. This government had 
suggested that due to this surveillance system the boy should not be 
clearly visible in the locality. This surveillance system should be 
carefully watched and reports should be submitted after a further 
130. lbid,p.2. 
131. Ibid,p.3. 
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1 '^ 9 
experience of two years. The percentage of unreported and untraced 
juveniles from the Yeravada Reformatory school had been fallen from 64 
in 1899 to 26 m 1904. Any comment had not been sent by the Bombay 
Government on the question of monthly allowance and on the question of 
whether it was giving any discouraging effect on the boys themselves.'^ "^ 
The Government of United Provinces had also sent a reply to the 
Government of India. In the United Provinces the enquiries of the 
discharged boys made by the Deputy Educational Inspector of Schools of 
1 T C 
the district, where the boy sent. The Deputy Education Inspector got a 
notice by the management of the reformatory school about the 
information of the released boy. It was his duty to keep watch on the boy 
as far as possible. The Deputy Educational Inspector sent a report about 
the conduct and occupation of the released boy. 
132. Ibid,p.4. 
133. The Superintendent of the Yeravda Reformatory was not in favour of the 
surveillance system. According to him Educational Officers also disliked this 
system. A meeting of the committee of visitors were held and this matter was 
discussed there. Some members wanted to abolish the system, but majority of 
the members were in favor of the continuation of this system, J. Sladen, I.C.S., 
Acting Secretary to Government to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
No. 1154, 27"^  June 1905, Supervision of boys discharged from Reformatory 
Schools, Home Department Proceedings, Simla Records 4, Education-A, 
September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p.23, NAI. 
134. Ibid,p.6. 
135. Ibid,p.2. 
136. Ibid. 
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Out of 156 discharged boys during the last three years nearly 32 
percent of the boys were disappeared. According to this government 
these were not necessarily bad cases. They might be those of the best 
boys, who wished to forget a past disgrace. This government suggested 
that the surveillance of released boy should be made after six months for 
a period of three years. This government had an opinion that due to this 
surveillance system a boy might be subjected to the critical gaze of some 
unsympathetic official. And which could be harmfiil for the boy to follow 
him for three years with official and unsympathetic enquiries. The 
discharged boys usually moved from one place to another and it became 
difficult and little advantageous to the state to make supervision. But 
inspite of all these problems this government was not in favour of 
discontinuance of surveillance system. According to this Government 
efforts should be made to find employment for the discharged boy during 
the period of three years after his released. Some kind of parental 
relations should be maintained with the boys by the Superintendent of the 
reformatory school.'"^" So that the released boys could be come to the 
authorities of the reformatory school in their difficulties. The system of 
137. I .e. Lewis, M.A., Director of Public Instruction, United Provinces to 
Secretary to Government, United Provinces, No. X-39, 12"" June 1905, Ibid, p. 
32. 
138. Ibid,p.2, 
139. Ibid, 
140. Ibid. 
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monthly allowance suggested by the Punjab Committee was rejected by 
this Government due to the costly scheme.''^' In the matter of allowance 
this government suggested that if the released boy during the three years 
of his discharged would be thrown out of the work, than on his 
application some money should be given to him such as Rs. 2 in the first 
year, Rs. 2-8-0 in the second year and Rs. 3 in the third year to help him 
to obtain suitable employment and for his expenses of living.^ "*^  This 
payment should be limited to three years. And at the end of three years a 
boy would be entitled to receive the sum of Rs. 10 from the reformatory 
on application for it, diminished by any sum as he might already received 
and also by Re. 1 for every time that he had received help in changing his 
employment, and subjected to the condition that he had not again been 
convicted of any crime. This government was in favour of the 
continuation of the surveillance system.''*'^  
The Government of Central Provinces had also sent the 
information about the surveillance system and its suggestions on 
this system to the Central Government. In the Central Provinces the 
enquiries were being made through the Deputy Commissioners and 
141. Ibid. 
142. Ibid, p.6. 
143. Ibid. 
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144 Tahsildars. Enquiry papers of the released boys sent periodically 
to Deputy Commissioners and from Deputy Commissioners to 
Tahsildars. Tahsildars issued a notice to the released boys to 
present themselves before him on a fixed date.'"^^ Tahsildars 
occasionally appointed some subordinates to make enquiries about 
the released boys from the Jubbulpore Reformatory School. The 
Superintendent of the Jubbulpore Reformatory Schools sent an 
enquiry report through the District Officer. Than Superintendent 
submitted the report of the released boys to the Board of Visitors.''^^ 
During the past four years the number of boys who could not be 
traced after their released from the Jubbulpore Reformatory School 
were as follows: ^ 
Years 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
Number of released boys in previous 
three years 
102 
118 
115 
102 
Untraceable 
boys 
30 
35 
41 
28 
144. F.S.A. Slocock, I.C.S., Second Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central 
Provinces to the Secretary to the Government of India, No. p. 43, Rachmarhi, 
24* May 1905, Supervision of boys discharged from reformatory schools. 
Home Department Proceedings, Education, September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p. 
38,NAI. 
145. Ibid. 
146. Ibid. 
147. Ibid. 
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It came to the knowledge of this government that in number of 
cases these disappeared boys had changed their names and their religion, 
and taken other means to conceal their identity to enable themselves to 
1 Aft 
lead an honest life. Thus the untraceable boys became able to hide their 
previous criminal life and their connection with the reformatory school in 
the past. And it became difficult to trace those boys. The percentage of 
untraceable boys became large. This government had an opinion about 
the surveillance system that due to this surveillance system the boy's 
antecedents would be known to his neighbours and the revelation of his 
past career could be prejudicial to his future prospects.''^^ This 
government had concluded that the surveillance system was not 
successful in the Central Provinces. The system had a discouraging effect 
on the released boys. The Government of Central Provinces was not in 
favour to continue this system. On the question of monthly allowance it 
did not give any remarks.'^ 
On the questions of the Government of India, the Government of 
Burma had also replied. In Burma, the enquiries about the released boys 
made through the Deputy Educational Inspector of the District in which 
148. Ibid. 
149. Ibid. 
150. Ibid. 
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the home of the released boy was situated.'^' The Deputy Educational 
Inspector submitted half-yearly reports on the progress the released boys 
to the Director of Public Instruction - for three years. The Deputy 
Inspector was in constant touch of boys and their parents. He maintained 
a friendly relations with them. Some released boys from the Insein 
Reformatory School remained under supervision.'^^ They had been 
employed in trade. Some released boys were disappeared and changed 
their names. But later they came back to seek help of management of the 
reformatory school to get employment.'^ '^  On the surveillance system this 
government observed that it was not making any prejudicial effect on the 
chances of the boys in attaining a respectable livelihood.'^'' This 
Government recommended the period of surveillance within six months 
for three years. According to this government the monthly allowance 
system was not necessary.'^ 
151. The Deputy Educational Inspector was required to supervise the released boys 
and to help those boys if necessary, W.F. Rice, Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of Burma, Judicial Department to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, No. 1202, Rangoon, 31^' March 1905, Supervision of 
boys discharged from reformatory schools. Home Department Proceedings, 
Education, September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p.37, NAI. 
152. Ibid. 
153. Ibid. 
154. The Deputy Inspector of Schools maintained a friendly relations with boy and 
his parents. Ibid. 
155. Ibid. 
156. According the management it was not tough for discharged boys to get 
employment. Ibid. 
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A reply had not been sent by the Punjab Government on the 
question of 2"^ 3'*^ , 4* and 5'^ The authority of the Reformatory School 
in Punjab was not maintaining the surveillance system. But the 
Lieutenant - Governor of Punjab sent his opinion to the Government of 
India that the prime object of the Reformatory system was to save a 
juvenile offender from crime and to root out his criminal nature. And to 
gain this motive, the system of supervision should be put aside.'^^ 
Enquiries should be made about the discharged boy's career in the least 
unpleasantly noticeable and prejudicial manner. The Lieutenant Governor 
of Punjab had replied on the 6* question of the Government of India. 
According to him the report of the released boys should made through the 
letters and private enquiries.'^^ The monthly allowance system had 
already been adopted by the Punjab government."'^ 
On the whole the governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, United 
Provinces and Burma were in favour of the continuation of the 
surveillance of the discharged boys. While the Punjab and Central 
Provinces were not in favour of the surveillance system. 
157. A.B. Kettlewell, Judicial and General Secretary to Government, Punjab and its 
Dependencies, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Lahore, 27 the 
April 1905, No. 193A, Supervision of boys discharged from reformatory 
schools. Home Department Proceedings, Education, September 1906, Nos. 89-
96,p.35,NAI. 
158. He was an opinion that efforts should be made to encourage boys to live 
honestly into the world. Ibid. 
159. Ibid. 
160. Ibid. 
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The Government of India, on 28* September 1906, had concluded 
and ordered that the surveillance system was an advantageous scheme.'^' 
It could not be abolished because prejudicial effect, in any, was not a 
sufficient reason for abandoning a system. Therefore, the Government 
of India wanted to continue this surveillance system without any 
modification or discontinuance of statement II attached to the annual 
report on reformatory school. All the Local Governments could have 
adopted best method of surveillance according to local conditions. The 
motive of the Reformatory School should have been to watch the Career 
of the boys and to help them to earn an honest living.'^^ In this way the 
motive of the reformation of boys could be achieved. Central 
Government had also suggested to the local go^'ernments that police 
agency should not be employed in the enquiry of the released boy. Efforts 
should be made by the officer with the duty of surveillance to keep watch 
over the boy in all conditions and to help him in finding the 
employment."''^ 
161. W.S. Marris, Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, No. 730/736, 
September 1906, Nos. 89-96, p. 39. 
162. According to W.S. Marris it was essential to maintain some supervision over 
released boys. Ibid. 
163. Ibid. 
164. The Supreme Government was not in favour of the police surveillance. And 
according to the Supreme Government the surveillance system should be 
followed pleasantly. Ibid. 
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It was upto the local governments to adopt suitable monthly 
allowance system.'^^ 
In November 1909 the Government of Bengal suggested to the 
Government of India that under Section 15(1) of the Reformatory Schools 
Act, VIII of 1897, juvenile offenders, who were natives of other province 
and convicted in Bengal, should be transferred to the reformatory school 
of their own provinces and vise-versa. "^ ^ On 23"^ October 1907, Governor 
General in council already sanctioned an interchange of such juvenile 
offenders between the Reformatory Schools of Madras Presidency and 
Bombay Presidency. Central Government wanted to know the opinion 
of all the local governments regarding this proposal. Except the 
Government of United Provinces all the Local Governments supported 
this proposal of Bengal. The Government of Madras stipulated that the 
165. Ibid. 
166. Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 4243, 18* November 1909, 
Arrangement for the transfer, when occasion may require, of Juvenile 
Offenders from the Province in which they are convicted to a reformatory 
school, if one exists in the Province of which they are natives or in which their 
relatives may be domiciled, provided that no such transfer shall be made 
without the previous concurrence of the local government or administration to 
whose territories the Juvenile offender is to be sent. Home Department 
Proceedings, Education-A, May 1910, Nos. 97-108, p.l, NAI. 
167. Ibid. 
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previous consent of the government of the province, to which the transfer 
was to be made, should be obtained.'^^ 
The Government of Bombay was in favour of this scheme. 
According to this government this ]<;ind of arrangement would be 
beneficial and made easy the process of surveillance of discharged 
boys"''' According to the Government of Punjab under Section 8(3)(a) of 
the Reformatory School Act VIII of 1897, local governments were 
empowered to define what youth offenders should be admitted to 
Reformatory School from and that it was possible that the rules might be 
varied in different provinces. Burma Government had suggested that the 
transfer of Juvenile convicts should based on the domicile of their 
relatives in place of their race. A copy of a resolution passed by the 
Committee of Visitors of the Insein Reformatory School had also been 
submitted by the Burma Government, which showed that Indian boys 
who were sent to the Insein Reformatory School belonged invariably to 
the families settled in Burma. '^ Eastern Bengal and Assam due to the 
168. L.M. Lynch, C.I.E., Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras, 
Educational Department to the Secretary to the Government of India, No. 124, 
16"'March 1910, Ibid, p.7. 
169. L. Robertson, I.C.S., Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Educational 
Department to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, 
Ibid, p. 8. 
170. F. Lewisohn, I.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Burma, 
Education Department to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department, No. 21M-7 E-5, 11^ '^  April 1910, Ibid, p. 9. 
171. Ibid. 
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financial problem found it impossible to open a Reformatory School. And 
due to this reason the juvenile convicts were to be sent to the 
Reformatory School of Hazaribagh. The juvenile convicts from Coorg 
were sending to the Yeravada Reformatory School of Bombay Presidency 
and Chingleput Reformatory School of Madras Presidency. So this 
1 n-j 
government was not in favour to extend the existing arrangements. 
The juvenile convicts of the North-Western Provinces were 
sending to the Reformatory School of Delhi. This government wanted to 
follow this arrangement in future.'^ "^  
The Government of United Provinces stated that juvenile 
offenders, who had been convicted in Bengal, were probably belonged to 
Calcutta and they had no homes in the United Provinces. Few years 
back, only one Bengali juvenile convicts had been sent to Chunar. But it 
was not mean that more juvenile convicts would be sent there in future. 
This government was not in favour of this proposal. The opinion of other 
172. B.C. Allen, I.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, General Department to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Home Department, No. 217-G, dated the lO"' January 1910, Ibid. 
173. Ibid. 
174. W.R.H. Merk, C.S.I., I.C.S., Agent to the Governor General and Chief 
Commissioner, North-West Frontier Province to the Deputy Secretary to the 
Government of India, Home Department, No. 55-C, dated the ll"^ January 
1910, Ibid, p. 10. 
175. F.A. Taylor, I.C.S., Secretary to the Government of the United Provinces, 
Educational Department to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department, No. 213, dated the 7* March 1910, Ibid, p. 8. 
176. Ibid. 
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Local Governments and Administrations was generally in favour of an 
inter-provincial arrangement of this description. On 7 May 1910 
Governor General in Council passed a resolution. In this resolution, the 
Government of India had authorized, under Section 15(1) of the 
Reformatory Schools Act VIII of 1897, the transfer, whenever occasion 
might be required, of juvenile convicts from the province in which they 
were convicted to a Reformatory School, if one existed, in the province in 
I 7S 
which they were natives or in which their relatives might be domiciled. 
All the juvenile convicts could be transferred with the consent of the local 
Government or Administration to whose territories the juvenile offenders 
1 179 
was to be sent. 
During the period 1907-27, steps were initiated to improve prison 
methods by the establishment of Borstal institutions for youthful 
offenders. The Borstal institution of Alipur was established in 1908, at 
Bareilly (in the United Provinces) in 1909, at Meiktila (in Burma) in 
1907, or rather 1909, the Adolescent Jail at Tanjore (in Madras, 
Presidency) in 1910, and the Borstal Jail at Lahore in 1911.^ ^° IN 1980, a 
Juvenile Jail started at Alipore. In this juvenile jail boys were divided into 
111. Government of India, Home Department, Education, Simla, the 7 May 1910, 
Nos. 466-477, Resolution, Ibid, p. 11. 
178. Ibid. 
179. Ibid. 
180. Rules regarding the grant of remission of sentence to the convicts in the new 
juvenile jail at Dharwar, Home Department Proceedings, Jails-A, April 1914, 
Nos. 12-13, p. 1,NAI. 
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A class and B class. A class was of casual criminals and B class was of 
Habitual Criminals. A class was divided into ordinary grade and star 
grade.'^' Five month's good conduct of the boy of Ordinary grade lead 
him to promotion to the star class. And conduct of the boy of star grade 
lead him to the position of monitor. Juvenile adult prisoners of belonged 
to star grade, ordinary grade and B class had to wear different cloths. 
Remission at the rate of six days per mensem was granted to the ordinary 
star class, and eight days per mensem to monitors. At the time of 
release every boy of star class got two rupees per year. Boys of star class 
and monitors also gained special advantage in the matter of interviews, 
and also got letters. Ordinary jail diet had issued to all classes. The 
industrial training of tailoring, gardening, care of live stock, hand-
weaving, tinsmith, blacksmith, carpentry, quinine tablet-making and 
book-binding were giving to boys in the juvenile jail at Alipore. 
Elementary education was giving to boys. Physical and military drill was 
given daily. The Inspector General of Prisons, Bengal Lieutenant -
Colonel Bauchnan, I.M.S. had admitted that the institution was running 
successfully. Juvenile adults were living separate from the older 
prisoners. He also pointed out that an Aid Society to provide employment 
181. The Hon'ble Lieutenant Colonel J. Jackson, M.B.. I.M.S., Inspector General 
of Prisons to the Under Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, 
Bombay, No. 626, 22"" January 1913, Ibid, p. 4. 
182. Ibid. 
183. Ibid. 
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for these boys on release is a vital and essential point, and though he sees 
no immediate prospect of any useful society of the sort being started in 
Calcutta, he is in hopes of making such an attempt. In any case a separate 
prison for juvenile prisoners is essential, and in all Central Prisons 
separate wards for such juveniles are provided for prisoners, whom it 
would be useless to send to the Juvenile." 
A Jail for adolescents between the ages of 15 and 21 was opened in 
1910 at Tanjore m Madras Presidency. Elementary education was 
giving to boys through the teachers. The juvenile adult prisoners were 
getting trade trainings through trade instructors. A gymnastic instructor 
had also been appointed. The institution was running very much on the 
1 Of. 
lines of a jail. The Inspector General of Prisons, Lieutenant - Colonel 
Machamara, I.M.S. Madras considered the adolescent jail of Tanjore a 
successful experiment. He admitted that "It has removed adolescents 
from the unhealthy influences of ordinary jail life and a vast improvement 
is noticeable in their physique and mental alertness. There is no society to 
look after these boys subsequently, and this is the weak spot in the 
scheme. 
184. Ibid. 
185. Ibid. 
186. Ibid. 
187. Ibid. 
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In 1991, the Borstal Jail at Lahore was started. No special rules 
were framed. Juvenile prisoners were getting Industrial instructions daily. 
Boys were also attending the educational classes. Most of the boys were 
not attending school classes regularly because they got engaged in the 
construction of the jail. Due to this reason, the Inspector General of 
Prisons, Lieutenant Colonel Braide, I.M.S., Punjab was not able to say 
anything about the success of the institution.' ^ 
Lieutenant - Colonel Braide, the Inspector General of Prisons, 
Punjab, had suggested to the Government of the Punjab that something 
should be done for the released prisoners.'^'' Efforts were made to reform 
the prisoners and to reform the conditions of prisoners in jail. But nothing 
had been done for the released prisoners. After the discharged, the 
prisoner could become a habitual criminal due to bad circumstances. In 
this matter the government was dependent on private agency. The 
government of Punjab had made earlier many appeals to the public 
through the press. But nothing had been done.'^' In 1911, Lieutenant -
Colonel Braide, the Inspector General of Prisons, made some 
correspondence with the Salvation Army. He suggested them a Prisoner's 
188. Ibid,pp.4-5. 
189. Ibid. 
190. First annual report on the Prisoners' Aid Association for the Punjab and Home 
for released prisoners at 'Danepur' Lahore; Report on the experimental 
settlement at Lahore for the reclamation of Juvenile Criminals, Home 
Department Proceedings, Jails-A, April 1914, Nos. 35-36, p.7, NAI. 
191. Ibid. 
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Aid Association was much needed for the Punjab. On his request the 
Salvation Army become ready to make this experiment of Borstal Jail for 
juvenile criminals at Lahore. The Salvation Army had suggested that 
'Danepur' settlement for Criminal Tribes in Lahore was best place for 
this experiment. Because many rooms were available there for juvenile 
prisoners. In this settlement juvenile prisoners was to live in this 
settlement in the last year of their imprisonment.' ^ The Government of 
the Punjab had issued a resolution dated the 16**^  July 1912, laid down the 
rules for the formation of a Danepur Settlement in which juvenile 
prisoners from the Borstal Jail could be transferred.'^ "^ The 'Danepur' 
settlement was under a manager of the Salvation Army. He was 
responsible for the youths. Food, Cloth and other necessities including 
medical comforts were to be provided by the manager to all juvenile 
prisoners. The manager of the settlement was to be paid not less than 4 
annas a day for every full day's work to juvenile prisoners.'^^ But he 
could deduct a certain amount for the cost of food, clothing etc. At day 
time juvenile prisoners were not allowed to go outside the settlement 
without pass. Those juvenile prisoners, who got pass, could go outside. 
192. The Salvation Army suggested to the Lieutenant - Colonel Braide that it 
would be useful to send the prisoners in their settlement to spend last year of 
their imprisonment. They were not in favour of voluntary plan, by which 
released prisoners were offered help and shelter, Ibid. 
193. Ibid. 
194. Ibid. 
195. Ibid, p. 1. 
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But at night, they could not go outside at any cost. Juvenile prisoners, 
who wanted to go back before the expiry of his sentence, could go back 
to the jail to complete his sentence. Under the rules no prisoner could be 
detained in jail after the expiry of the period of his sentence without his 
consent.'^^ A rumour was spread among the juvenile prisoners that in 
they were to change their religion.'^^ 
In order to sort out this problem, a lecture had been delivered among the 
Borstal prisoners regarding the motive of the Borstal Juvenile Adults and about 
the work which they were carrying on in India. This lecture was given by 
means of a still and moving pictures through a Lantern Cinematograph. In this 
way they became able to remove all the misunderstandings of the Borstal 
prisoners. And they also got many volunteers in this experiment. In the 
Danepur settlement there was one bungalow, which was used as quarters for 
European staff Borstal prisoners had a separate quadrangle adjoining the 
bungalow. Quarters were also available for the Indian married staff in the same 
quadrangle. Danepur settlement was started with the accommodation of 25 
men. During the year it was increased to 60 on the suggestion of the Inspector-
General.''^ '^  A weaving and silk-reeling school were running in Danepur 
settlement. A capable weaving and silk master was appointed to instruct the 
196. Ibid, pp. 1-2. 
197. Ibid,p.7. 
198. Ibid. 
199. Ibid. 
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Borstal prisoners. Mulberry tree and bushes were planted with a view to silk-
worm rearing. A dairy was also started with a fine herd of cattle. Number 
of the Borstal youths were employed in the care of the dairy farm. About 
25 acres of land was attached to the form. The fodder for the cattle was 
701 
easily available from there. A good pump and an oil engine were 
purchased for the vegetable garden. There was an excellent well and 
canal which run past the property. From these two sources the institution 
was gettmg water." Upto the begmning of December 1913, 134 Borstal 
youths were living in the Danepur Settlement. No juvenile prisoner tried 
to run away during that period. All the juvenile prisoners worked well 
and looked happy and satisfied. After one year again the Salvation Army 
got a permission from the government to repeat the lecture through 
Lantern Cinematograph. 3 Borstal youths, who were inmates of Danepur, 
carried on the Lantern on their own to the jail. They also addressed the 
prisoners with the permission of the Superintendent and shared their 
thought about the Danepur Settlement with the juvenile prisoners. The 
speech of these 3 youths had produced a remarkable effect. The 
Government of Madras also made available the Guntur Jail to the 
Salvation Army for the reception of released prisoners. The Madras 
200. This master was a instructor earlier in South India and at the Six Louis Dane 
Weaving School in Ludhiana. Ibid, p.9. 
201. Ibid,p.8, 
202. Ibid. 
203. Ibid. 
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government had also notified various jail to send a certain class of 
prisoners for the last few months of their term to the Guntur jail.^ *^ '^  The 
authority of one jail wanted to send their 12 prisoners to the Guntur jail. 
Only 3 juvenile prisoners went there. 9 juvenile prisoners had refused to 
go in the Guntur jail. After few days a letter, with the permission of the 
superintendent, had been sent by those 3 juvenile prisoners to those 9 
juvenile prisoners. In that letter they wrote about their experiences of 
Guntur jail."'^ ^ They wrote like this: 
"We have safely reached Guntur and are here with the 
Salvation Army, we like it very much. They are very kind 
to us. We are paid four annas a day and don't have to work 
as hard as at the jail. We can do our own bazzaring and 
food arrangements, and the Police don't give us any 
trouble. When you receive this letter, we advise you to go 
to the Jail Superintendent and ask him to send you here as 
soon as possible. 
Due to this letter, a few days later a further batch of prisoners came 
in the Guntur Jail. They worked very well. One incident about the 
honesty and reformation of the one juvenile prisoner came into the 
204. Ibid, p.7. 
205. Ibid. 
206. Ibid, p.8. 
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knowledge of the authority in the Guntur Jail.^^'' Manager was called 
away on urgent business. When he returned in the morning, he found 
that one juvenile prisoner was sleeping on his doorstep. Then the 
juvenile prisoner had explained to the manager that he was taking 
care of the manager's wife and baby. Because the manager's family 
might be scared in his absence.^ *^^ 
It was mentioned in the Punjab Jails Administration Report for 
1916, that 107 juvenile convicts had been sent to the Danepur 
settlement.^°^ Out of 107 juvenile prisoners only one juvenile convict 
01 n 
misbehaved and only two juvenile convicts escaped. 
Financial Statement of DANEPUR SETTLEMENT, LAHORE 
for year ending September 30 1913 was as follows: 
207. Ibid. 
208. Many released juvenile prisoners came back to the Danepur settlement to 
thank the manager for his kindness and help. Ibid. 
209. Ibid. 
210. Ibid. 
524 
211 
EXPENDITURE 
Lines 
For settlers, etc. 
Supervision - Salaries, 
Office expenses, 
postage, traveling, fire, 
light, etc. 
Rent, rates and taxes 
(Proportion) 
Prisoners' maintenance 
Furniture, repairs etc. 
Weaving and silk 
department - Cotton, 
wages, freight, etc. 
Agriculture 
Department- Wages, 
Manure, poultry, 
maintenance, etc. 
Cash in hand 
Total 
Rs. 
3,154 
1,569 
1,878 
1,847 
211 
1,481 
653 
161 
10,957 
A 
0 
11 
3 
5 
7 
15 
5 
1 
1 
P 
0 
6 
3 
3 
3 
3 
6 
11 
11 
INCOME 
Lines 
Cash in hand 
Government grants -
for supervision 
For lines 
Weaving and silk 
department - Sales of 
Cloth, silk, etc. 
Agricultural 
Department Sale of 
Produce 
Grants from Salvation 
Army Funds 
Total 
Rs. 
370 
4,000 
2,000 
884 
510 
3,191 
10,957 
A 
9 
0 
0 
12 
10 
1 
1 
P 
11 
0 
0 
3 
9 
0 
11 
Captain F.A. Barker, M.B., I.M.S., Superintendent, Borstal Central Jail, 
Lahore admitted that the large number of adolescents wanted to go to the 
Danepur settlement. He received many petitions from parents of 
adolescents asking him to send their sons to Danepur as soon as they 
211. lbid,p.9. 
212. According to Braide, Inspector- General of Prisons, Punjab, the administration 
of Danepur Settlement was very benevolent and sympathetic towards the boys. 
The boys never misused their freedom and behaved very well. Ibid, p. 10. 
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became eligible. The conditional release of juvenile adult prisoners to the 
Salvation Army settlement was becoming popular and was undoubtedly 
213 
provmg a success. 
In 1909, a special juvenile jail was started in the United 
Provinces.^''^ This juvenile jail was not like a Borstal institution. The 
juvenile offender, whom Judges and Magistrates were unable to deal with 
under the Reformatory Act or by whipping, admitted into District or 
Central Jail. Then this juvenile convict was specially examined by the 
Superintendent. And if the superintendent considered the juvenile convict 
eligible, in regard to crime, caste, sentence and age, for transfer to the 
Bareilly Central Jail, then he sent the juvenile convict to the juvenile 
ward. The juvenile prisoner of habitual class, member of a criminal 
tribe, convicted of rape or unnatural crime, and a juvenile with a sentence 
over ten years were not sent there. Convicted Officers were not permitted 
in the jail. Juvenile prisoners were brought up before a committee of 
official and non-official members. Juvenile convicts were punished with 
whipping. Physical training and Parades were daily exercises of the 
213. Ibid. 
214. The Hon'ble Lieutenant - Colonel J. Jackson, M.B., I.M.S., Inspector -
General of Prisons to the Under Secretary to Government, Judicial 
Department, Bombay, No. 626, 22" January 1913, Rules regarding the grant 
of remission of sentence to convicts in the new Juvenile Jail at Dharwar, 
Home Department Proceedings, Simla Records 1, Jails-A, April 1914, Nos. 
12-13, p.5,NAI. 
215. Ibid. 
216. Ibid. 
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juvenile convicts. Moral and religious teachings gave to the juvenile 
prisoners. They learnt first four rules in arithmetic, first two primers of 
Hindi, Urdu and English composition. Juvenile prisoners were learning 
the work of weaving, tailoring, masonry, shoe-making, carpentry, 
blacksmith's work, litho-printing. In the United Provinces they had a 
Central Committee. And Local Committee consisted of one or more 
Indian gentlemen. This local committee acted in the different districts of 
the Province. The committee of visitors called a juvenile prisoner two 
months before his release. They asked him about his previous occupation, 
his future hopes and fears, his qualifications and general history in jail. 
No action was taken, in the case of boys whose parents were living and 
could look after them, or who had adequate means of subsistence. Under 
the rule, tools and small amount of money to live till they could find work 
for themselves, provided to those juvenile prisoners who had learnt an 
industry in the jail and wanted to follow the industry work after release. 
Every juvenile prisoner got a ticket to the railway station nearest his 
217. The administration wanted to make expert the boys in industry work in order 
to change their character. Ibid. 
218. Ibid,p.6. 
219. Ibid. 
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home. They also got subsistence allowance at the time of his discharged 
by the jail authority. 
An introduction letter on the name of District Magistrate and four 
post cards in order to communicate with the committee in future were 
provided to all the juvenile prisoners at the tmie of release. The 
Inspector General of Prisons concluded that the institution was running 
999 . 
successfully. Time table of the days of work in the Special Juvenile Jail 
of the United Provinces. 
Moral lessons or prayers 5:00 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. 
Washing, parades, etc. 5:30 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
Simple physical drill 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
Distribution of morning meal on parade 7:00 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. 
(this meal consists of 3 chattacks of 
fresh salted bread made of flour in 
proportion of IV2 chattacks of gram to 
111/2 chattacks of wheat) 
Gang called, labour distributed, work 7:40 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
commenced 
Work 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Bathing, parade and midday meal 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
(which consists of 9 chattacks of bread 
220. The Superintendent and Head teacher tried to realize the boy at the time of 
discharge that if he would again followed this life of crime he could be 
imprisoned in another bad jail. Ibid. 
221. Many district officers of United Provinces decided that all the juvenile 
convicts who were homeless and destitute of means would be appointed as 
Chaprasi in tehsil to the officers concerned. Ibid. 
222. Ibid. 
223. Ibid. 
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and 1 chattack of dal), the midday count 
and re-distribution to worlc. 
Work 12:00 noon to 2:30 p.m. 
Secular, moral and religious training 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and short lectures by teachers on those 
subjects and prayers 
Washing, parades, etc., and distribution 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
of evening meal (consisting of 9 
chattacks of bread and 3 chattacks of 
vegetable) 
Search and lock-up parades, roll-call 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
and fmal count. 
In 1907, the jail at Meiktila was set up for all juvenile convicts 
upto the age of 18 years who were not eligible for a reformatory. 
Two years later in 1909, the jail entirely convicted into a juvenile 
prison. A vernacular school was started. Training of drill and gymnastic 
were giving to juvenile prisoners. Industrial training of carpentry, 
tinsmith, blacksmith, cartwheel - making, shoe-making, bamboo, cane-
work, were giving to all juvenile prisoners. They were also getting 
knowledge of agricultural work. Juvenile prisoners were divided into 
224. Ibid. 
225. Under the provisions of the Rule for the Meiktila Jail a committee of Visitors 
consisted of the Commissioner; Meiktila Division, Deputy Commissioner; 
Meiktilla District, Inspector of Schools; Central Circle, Government Chaplain; 
Meiktila, Sub-Divisional Officer; Meiktila Sub-Division, Assistant Inspector 
of Schools; Central Circle, and five non-official gentleman was to be 
appointed by the Inspector-General of Prisons, with the approval of the 
Commissioner, Meiktila Division, of whom not less than three would be 
Burmans, Ibid, p.6. 
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two classes - Habituals and Casuals. Jail authority was spending R 5,000 
annually on a committee, which was appointed to assist juvenile prisoners 
on release. The Inspector General of Prisons, Burma, gave his opinion 
on the working of the institution in the Annual Report of 1910 and 1911, 
which was as follows: 
"I visited the Meiktila Jail in the months of June and 
November. The entertainment of a second teacher with 
effect from the V^ November 1910 has enabled the teaching 
to be carried out in a more thorough and satisfactory 
manner than previously. The boys were examined by the 
Deputy Inspector of Schools on the 3 September, and his 
report was, on the whole, very favourable. Considerable 
attention was also given physical drill and gymnastics, with 
good results as regards both discipline and health. I was 
satisfied with the general management and v/orking of this 
jail, and though it is too early to expect any marked results, 
I was convinced, from what I saw, that a great deal was 
997 
being done to improve the moral well-being of the boys." 
226. Ibid. 
227. All prisoners would be required to work eight hours every working day. The 
work would be divided as follows: 
Physical drill 1 hour 
Literary education 2 hours 
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The vernacular school upto the fifth standard was running under 
the directions of two masters. Juvenile convicts, who got imprisonment 
of more than six months, were eligible to attend the school. 61 boys gave 
the exams and 52 boys out of 61 had qualified the exam. Every morning 
the boys had been assembled for morning prayers. A Pongyi preached 
to them on Sundays. A Roman Catholic priest and Moulvie had visited 
the jail from time to time. In all 157 had been imprisoned in this jail, the 
daily average number in confinement was being 110. Few juvenile 
convicts were removed from the jail due to their bad character. 
Till the year of 1915 a juvenile jail for Juvenile Adult Male Prisoners at 
Dharwar was started by the Bombay Government. A rule regarding the 
grant of remission of sentence to the convicts in the Juvenile Jail was 
proposed by the Government of Bombay which was as follows: 
Proposed Remission Scale Days per month 
(1) To a convict in the ordinary grade 4 
(2) To a convict in the special grade 6 
(3) To a monitor 8^ ^^  
Manual industry 5 hours 
Those prisoners who had already qualified the vernacular or Anglo-vernacular 
fourth standard examination before admission might be employed as pupil 
teachers, Ibid, pT5. 
228. Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday and the King-Emperor's Birthday 
would not be working days; only menial and necessary work would be done 
on these days. Ibid, p. 16. 
229. Ibid. 
230. Ibid, p. 19. 
231. Ibid,p.3. 
232. Accompaniments to Government Resolution, Judicial Department, No. 58, 6 
January 1915, Rules for the Working of the Juvenile Jail at Dharwar, Home 
Department Proceedings, Jails-A, January 1915, No. 19, p.11, NAI. 
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The Government of India passed the Resolution of the Government 
of Bombay, dated the 6* January 1915, regarding the rules for the 
government of the Juvenile Jail at Dharwar, for the treatment of the 
prisoners confined therein and for the regulation of other matters 
affecting the said jail in the Bombay Presidency.^^^ 
Under the provisions of the rules juvenile convict was to be a male 
of not less than 15 and not more than 21 years of age.^ "^^  He was not to be 
an European, American or Anglo-Indian. The period of imprisonment 
to which he was sentenced was not be less than 12 months. He was not be 
previously convicted of any offence. When a prisoner was about to attain 
the age of 23 years before the expiry of his sentence, than it was upto the 
committee of visitors to detain him further in the jail or to transfer him in 
another prison, or released. Prisoners were divided into two grades -
"Ordinary" and "Special". All prisoners were placed in the "Ordinary" 
grade at the time of admission. After 5 months any prisoner on the basis 
233. The High Court of Judicature at Bombay issued, with the sanction of the 
Governor in Council, the following rule for the guidance of courts in cases in 
which convicts were to be confined in the Juvenile Jail at Dharwar: 
"When a convict is to be confined in the Juvenile Jail at Dharwar, the warrant 
of commitment shall be addressed to the Superintendent of the Jail in which 
the convict will be confined immediately after the pronouncement of sentence, 
and if that jail be not the Juvenile Jail, a note shall be made on the warrant that 
the sentence should be carried out in the Dharwar Juvenile Jail," Ibid. 
234. Ibid. 
235. Ibid. 
236. Ibid. 
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of his good conduct could be promoted to the "Special" grade by the 
Superintendent. Any prisoner in the "Special" grade whose sentence 
amounts to not less than 2 years, and who had completed one-third 
thereof, exclusive of remissions, and whose conduct was satisfactory, 
might be promoted by the Superintendent to be a Monitor. A juvenile 
prisoner of bad conduct could be transfer to another jail by the 
Superintendent. Reading, writing and arithmetic might be taught in the 
vernaculars. Juvenile prisoners who had employed in carpentry, could be 
learnt Drawing. Physical drill was compulsory for all juvenile prisoners. 
Industries of carpentry, blacksmith's work, cloth weaving and gardening 
might be run. Monitor was allowed to take wheat diet daily, and 
mutton, or milk in lieu thereof, twice a week. The diet for the rest of all 
juvenile prisoners should be prescribed in the Bombay Jail Manual. The 
juvenile prisoners of Ordinary grade, special grade and the Monitors were 
to wear distinctive clothing. A monitor might be either received and 
written a letter, or might have been met with relatives or friends once in a 
month, a special grade prisoner once in two months, an ordinary grade 
prisoner once in three months. The Director of Public Instruction, The 
Educational Inspector, Southern Division, The Deputy Educational 
237. Ibid. 
238. Ibid. 
239. The Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department (Jails) to 
the Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Bombay, Ibid, p. 7. 
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Inspector Dharwar, The Principal of the Male Training College, Dharwar, 
The Superintendent of the Government Form, Dharwar, these officers had 
been appointed ex-officio visitors of the Jail. Religious and Moral 
Instructors might be appointed as non-official visitors of the Jail by the 
Government or the Commissioner of the Southern Division.^ '*'^  
Governor General in Council sanctioned ordinary remission in the 
Dharwar Juvenile Jail on the following scale. 
(1) to a convict in the ordinary grade, four days per month; 
(2) to a convict in the special grade, six days per month; 
(3) to a Monitor, eight days per month.^ '*' 
In the annual meeting of the Punjab Prisoner's Aid Society in 
Lahore in March 1931, A. Hall under the presidentship of Sir Henry 
Cralk, Finance Member to the Punjab Government, Dewan Sahib G. 
Narayanswami Chetty, C.I.F., Member of the Council of State had said 
that a Borstal lad could give good value for his wages. His training 
fitted him for hard-work and generally he left the Institute with a far 
240. Copy of a letter No. 91/7 of 31 dated the 7"" March 1931, From Indian 
Association for Mental Hygiene, Home Department Proceedings, Jails-A, File 
No. F 21/1/31, p.2,NAI. 
241. Ibid,p.9. 
242. Ibid. 
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better appreciation of honesty and tlie responsibility of citizenship than 
the average youth of his class possessed. 
Mr. Chetty added that no greater merit could be acquired than by 
helping such a youth to escape the burden of a taunted name. In the 
present state of affairs politics absorbed so much attention that work of 
this sort was ignored but in reality this work was ultimately of greater 
importance to the country than even politics. The work of the Discharged 
Prisoners Aid Society was not only a work of charity to individuals but 
was a work of importance to the community at large. '^ By removing the 
criminal from environment the society tried to convert him into a 
peaceful member of the State and thereby reduced the expenditure 
incurred by Government in the administration of criminal law and jails 
and consequently reduced the burden on the tax-payer. The reformation 
of a prisoner was one of the cheapest developments of social wisdom.^ "^ ^ 
Till the year of 1931, three juvenile courts existed in India - One in 
Bombay, one in Madras, one in Calcutta.^ "*^ 
243. Ibid. 
244. Ibid, p.4. 
245. Ibid. 
246. Ibid. 
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CHapUr- 7 
ConcCusion 
m 
CHAPTER - 7 
CONCLUSION 
Female child has been considered a burden from the early ages 
period in India. Because in this country female child means expenses. 
Therefore, a negative attitude have been developed towards the girl child. 
History shows that many countries practised female infanticide as a result 
of custom or superstition. British administrators observed that in India 
due to pride of race and marriage expenses the practice of female 
infanticide was prevalent among certain sections of society. But some 
benevolent people of society did not think so. They believed that if the 
pride of race and marriage expenses were the reasons then there should 
never have been a time when female children preserved in the families, 
where they were killed. According to them in Medieval period the proud 
Rajputs of Rajputana preserved their daughters. Even Rajput Sovereigns 
made marriage alliances of their daughters with the sons of the 
Mohammedan Emperors in India. They admitted that every respectable 
Hindu family spent huge amount of money on occasions of marriages of 
their daughters, and not all Rajput families, nor all the Khatri tribes 
destroyed their daughters. These people thought that moral wickedness 
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and truculence of those families wliich practised thie crime were tlie true 
causes behind the destruction of female children. The people were 
suggesting many remedial measures to check this crime, viz: Prohibition 
of early marriages, Re-marriage of widows. Improvement in the treatment 
of daughter-in-law on the part of mothers and fathers-in-law, and other 
relatives of the wife's husband, prohibition of polygamy, female 
education. 
When in the nineteenth century the first demographic statistics 
were taken in India, it was found that in some villages, no female children 
existed. Firstly the British Government had adopted many preventive 
measures, but ultimately in 1870 the British Indian Government had 
enforced a Female Infanticide Act VIII of 1870 to prevent the atrocious 
and most abominable crime of female infanticide. The British Officials 
were expecting that through the provisions of this Act a special system of 
police surveillance would be carried out not only to eradicate the crime of 
female infanticide from the notoriously criminal areas, but also to 
supervise those areas where the people were not practised the female 
infanticide to a great extent, but still attached with crime. But it was not 
easy to put this Act into practice because during that period most births 
happened at home, and registration of births was not common. Therefore, 
the number of mysterious child mortality cases remained accounted. The 
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postmortems were not performed in every child death cases, and 
therefore, it was not possible to know the reason of the death of every 
child. Usually people refused to show their newl> bom children to the 
police. It was discovered in some villages that men generally sent their 
wives, during the period of their pregnancies, to their father's houses in 
order to avoid the police investigations. And many other reasons, viz.: 
due to lack of proof the number of convictions were low, in some place 
the local officials were found corrupted, because they tried to hide the 
death of girl child etc., which made it difficult to implement the Act 
properly. In the beginning of the 20* century in the Punjab Province the 
problem of low percentage of girls was the same. The districts of 
Jullundur, Hoshiarpur and Ludhiana of Punjab Province had a low ratio 
of female children, but the ratio of female birth was high. The 
government was facing the problem of excessive mortality among 
females in this province. In other provinces the problem was the same 
even after the thirty years of the enforcement of the Act. 
The British Officials had started Vaccination Establishment in Hill 
areas and other Provinces. The Government was trying to remove the 
epidemic diseases from the country. But sometimes the supply of vaccine 
was not of good quality and due to other reasons the vaccination policy 
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was not giving good results. Due to the failure of vaccination policy, 
smallpox had been spread various time, and many death occurred. 
Approximately 150 Indian communities were declared as a 
criminal races under the provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act XXVII of 
1871. This Act gave power to the British administration to declare any 
suspected tribe to be criminal tribe. Under the provisions of this Act the 
government had established many Reformatory Settlements. The 
government had given much emphasis on the reclamation of children in 
these settlements. Schools were established in these settlement. Industries 
were running, in which young children were learning the work of 
carpentry, weaving etc. The Salvation Army had decided to reform the 
children firstly. The children were kept separate from their parents in the 
settlement of Salvation Army. They were providing separate sleeping 
cells to children. Their schools were far away from the huts of the 
parents. The children were learning reading, writing, signing of prayers 
and hymns, music. They were expecting from these children that they 
would be worked as a teacher not only for their parents, but also for the 
entire criminal races. In the settlement of plantation the children lived 
with their family. Because they wanted a regular workforce. They 
believed that if the children would have been taken away from their 
parents, then the parents might be refused to work regularly. But indeed 
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through all this government as well as private settlements the government 
was getting cheap labour force. In the hill tracks the death ratio among 
children became high. Because these people were not used to of this kind 
of cold weather. In the criminal tribe settlements the working hours were 
not limited. Indeed, under the provisions of this Act, the members of the 
Criminal Tribes were suffering a lot. 
By the efforts of some benevolent British administrators Juvenile 
Reformatories were established in India. And in 1876 the Juvenile 
Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876 had been passed, which was later 
modified in 1897. Firstly, the Juvenile Reformatories were working under 
the Jail Management. The juvenile offenders lived in their separate cells. 
They were instructed in reading, writings and arithmetic. Their school 
hours were fixed. They learnt industrial trainings of Blacksmith, 
Carpentry, blanket, cloth-weaving etc. They also worked in field of 
Gardening and Farming. The Juvenile Reformatories were working under 
the provisions of the Juvenile Reformatory Schools Act V of 1876. 
Proper sanitary arrangements, water-supply, food, clothing and medical 
facilities were provided to the Juvenile convicts in Reformatories. But 
later the Central Government found that the Jail Department was not 
giving attention towards the reformation of the Juvenile convicts. The 
Supreme Government had transferred the Juvenile Reformatories under 
540 
the management of the Education Department with a view that under the 
Education Department the Reformatory Schools would be considered by 
public more as a school and less as a jail and it would not be difficult for 
boys to get employment. The management of Juvenile Reformatories also 
made enquiries of the released boys. The management also made efforts 
to help the boys in getting employment. During the time of discharge the 
boys got some financial aid from the management. On the request of the 
Inspector General of Jails of Port Blair the Government of India 
prohibited the transfer of Juvenile convicts from India to Port Bleir. In 
early 20* centur}' the establishment of adolescent institutions was the 
next step towards the reformation of those young offenders who were 
under the ages of 15 and 21. The Government of India was an opinion 
that the Borstal institutions would be helpful to remove adolescents form 
the unhealthy influences of ordinary jail life and a vast improvement 
would be noticed in their character. On the request of Punjab Province the 
Borstal Jail had been started by the help of Salvation Army, which was 
known as 'Danepur Settlement'. Then the Madras Government had set up 
a Borstal institution in Guntur jail under the management of Salvation 
Army. In these two institutions the youth convicts were performing well. 
In the year 1916, 107 Juvenile offenders had been conditionally released 
during that year to the Danepur Settlement managed by the Salvation 
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Army at Lahore. One Juvenile offender misbehaved himself, and two 
escaped from the settlement. In 1929, 9 Juvenile Offenders were sent to 
the Lahore Borstal Institutions and one to the Delhi Reformatory School. 
These institutions were working well. 
The next legislative step on the state level for the custody, trial, and 
punishment of youthful offenders and for the protection of children and 
young persons was the Madras Children Act IV of 1920. This Act defined 
the meaning of child, young person, and youthful offender. Under Section 
3(1): 'child' means a person under the age of fourteen years and when 
used in reference to a child sent to a certified school applied to that child 
during the whole period of detention, not withstanding that the child 
attains the age of fourteen years before the expiration of that period. 
Section 3(2) declares 'young person' means a person who is 
fourteen years of age or upwards and under the age of sixteen years. 
Section 3(3) defines 'youthful offender' means any person who has been 
convicted of an offence punishable with transportation or imprisonment 
and who at the time of such conviction was under the age of sixteen 
years. This Act empowered the local government to establish certified 
school for the training of those children who were below the age of 14 
years, and belonged to the non-offender class. The Madras government 
could also be started the senior certified school for those youthful 
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offenders, who were below the age of 16 years. In 1923 the junior 
certified school was started in Madras. 
The Bengal Children Act was passed in 1922; Bengal Act II of 
1922. Section 22(1) of this Act declares that when a youthful offender 
who, in the opinion of the court before which he is charged, is twelve 
years of age or upwards, is convicted of an offence punishable with 
transportation or imprisonment, the court may, in addition to or in lieu of 
sentencing him according to law to any other punishment, order that he 
be sent to a reformatory school; provided that when the offender is 
ordered to be sent to a reformatory school he shall not in addition be 
sentenced to imprisonment. Under Section 22(2) when a youthful 
offender of twelve years of age or upwards has been sentenced to 
transportation or 'imprisonment', the State Government, may direct that, 
in lieu of undergoing or completing such sentence, he shall be sent to a 
reformatory school and there upon the offender shall be subject to all the 
provisions of this Act as if he had been originally sentenced to detention 
in reformatory school. 
Under Section 22(3) when a youthful offender who, in the opinion 
of the court before which he is charged, is under twelve years of age is 
convicted of an offence punishable with death, transportation or 
imprisonment, the court may order that he be sent to an industrial school. 
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And Under Section 22(4) when a youthful offender of the age of twelve 
or thirteen years, who has not previously been convicted, is convicted of 
an offence punishable with transportation or imprisonment, and the court 
is satisfied that the youthful offender should be sent to an industrial 
school, but having regard the special circumstances of the case should not 
be sent to a reformatory school, and is also satisfied that the character and 
antecedents of the youthful offender are such that he will not exercise an 
evil influence over the other inmates of an industrial school, the court 
may order the youthful offender to be sent to an industrial school after 
previously ascertaining that the managers are willing to receive him; 
provided that the State Government may on the application of the 
managers of the Industrial school, by order, transfer the youthful offender 
to a reformatory school. 
Bombay children Act XIII of 1924 was enforced in 1924. Under 
the provisions of this Act all juvenile offenders were to be dealt with by 
the juvenile court if such a court was established in the area. Joint trials of 
juveniles and adults were discontinued. The scope of protection given to 
young girls exposed to danger of seduction or being induced to 
prostitution was enlarged by extending the age limit from 16 to 18 years 
(Section 56). Exploitation of child employees was made punishable 
(Section 59). 
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The British Indian Government had passed several Acts for the 
protection of neglected, destitute children and to punish the offensive 
children. But sometimes the Britishers policies were effective and 
successful, but sometimes these were not effective and unsuccessful. At 
last we can say that a law can check the criminals by force, but it cannot 
change the criminal mind. 
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